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Good afternoon, 
 

First of all, on behalf of Mr. Roy Thomasson, CEO of the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) and the staff of young people of YABT, I would like to thank the Department of Education and Culture as well as the people of Barbados for giving us the opportunity to be here. 
 

The YABT is a nonprofit corporation part of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI/OAS) that focus its efforts in creating opportunities for young people in an specific issue which is unemployment. Our young people don’t have jobs, and we all need to work together in this topic to find a solution. We work in the 34 OAS member States in four specific areas: Leadership, Training, Technology and Alliances and Resources. 
 

We have identified the need to involve young people at all levels, as you know the last General Assembly main topic was Youth and Democratic Values and we have also, at the OAS, just appointed a Youth Focal Point inside the organization, which reflect how important is the topic of youth for the OAS. 

We have identified the Summit of the Americas as one of the most relevant and important process in the hemisphere and the need to involve young people in this process.  
 

Because of that, we have developed the Young Americas Forum, a process to incorporate young people opinions into the V Summit of the Americas, which theme is Securing our citizens future by promoting human prosperity, energy security and environmental sustainability. 
 

The Young Americas Forum has 2 processes for young people participation, on line and on site. On the On line phase, we have supported the participation of young people in the Summit of the Americas Virtual Platform but also, have created an on line consultation and in coordination with the Department of Education have incorporated Culture and Enterprise. 

An on site, we have developed a set of sub regional youth dialogues, to get young people from the Americas a real space for their involvement, we had developed on October 29 on in Trinidad, and Mexico and Paraguay are being developed this week as we speak. We will develop one sub regional activity in Washington, DC on Dec 16 as well.
 

On the on line survey, we had a very interesting finding that I want to share with you today, which is that from the young people who answer the survey, only 12% identify culture as a viable sector to create job opportunities. 
Because of that, we need to sensitize, to create awareness of the importance of culture in the job creation field and the economy.  To use the Young Americas Forum and the Summit of the Americas as the ideal platform via the human prosperity emphasis. 
 

We need to reinforce the efforts developed by Ignite the Americas. YABT have also developed the Culture Entrepreneurship for young people program in cooperation with the Department of Education and we ask your support in this process that will incorporate entrepreneurship into the culture sector using the YABT Business Labs methodology.
 

We are also working with the National Secretariat for the Fifth Summit of the Americas in the development of a cultural event that will provide the right visibility to the topic of Culture Entrepreneurship at the Forum and the Summit of the Americas. 
 

Once again, I want to thank you very much, it is an honor to be here and a pleasure to have the chance to promote the participation of young people in this important activity.
 

I would just like to close with this equation:  Job Creation takes you to Poverty Reduction and then we can talk about Democratic Reinforcement.  Lets highlight the importance of Culture in this formula, but most important not just say it, but create tools and build capacity in young people to take advantage of it. 
 

Thank you. 
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