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CIDI/REMIC-IV/RES. 1 (IV-O/08)
GUIDANCE TO THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON 
CULTURE CONCERNING PRIORITY ACTIVITIES IN 2009-2010
(Approved during the ninth plenary session held on November 21, 2008)
WE, THE MINISTERS OF CULTURE AND HIGHEST APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS),
RECOGNIZING that a primary role of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) is to help increase understanding and awareness of the fundamental role that culture can play in sustainable development, and to foster greater horizontal cooperation in culture-related activities in the Hemisphere; and
RECALLING that the four thematic areas approved by Ministers of Culture in their Third Ministerial Meeting are the Preservation and protection of cultural heritage; Culture and the creation of decent work and the fight against poverty; Culture and the enhancement of dignity and identity; and Culture and the role of indigenous peoples,

RESOLVE TO ENTRUST THE CIC TO:

1. Promote awareness of the significant contribution of culture to economic growth, youth development, learning, community and civic engagement, and social inclusion.
2. Promote the sharing of promising practices among the member states in training, infrastructure development, and market development to facilitate the production and trade of high-quality cultural products and services.

3. Encourage the development of and exchange of promising practices in the effective and sustainable stewardship of cultural heritage.  
4. Encourage the expansion of cultural exchanges in order to promote mutual understanding and respect among the peoples of the Hemisphere and to develop human and institutional capacity.  
5. Create a network composed of policy-makers, civil society and international organizations, to assist the member states in the design and implementation of public policies in culture, gather and share information and good practices, strengthen their human and institutional capacities, and promote awareness of  the potential of culture to contribute to economic growth and social inclusion.
6. Provide opportunities for member states to exchange promising practices related to the role of culture in promoting economic development, social inclusion and social cohesion, particularly with respect to youth, and explore future opportunities to enhance youth participation in the economy of culture, recognizing the important contributions of the Ignite the Americas: Youth Arts Policy Forum held in Toronto, Canada on September 16 – 21, 2008. 
7. To collaborate with the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) in considering projects and activities that strengthen the bonds between the culture and education sectors, including activities related to the suggested 2010 Inter-American Culture Year as part of the OAS Centennial Celebration such as the proposed Gabriela Mistral Inter-American Poetry Competition and other projects to be considered. 

8. Report on the execution of the 2009-2010 Work Plan at the next Meeting of Inter-American Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities. 
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