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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE YOUTH OF THE AMERICAS ENCOUNTER ON SECONDARY EDUCATION TO THE SIXTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING 
OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION
The Youth of the Americas Encounter on Secondary Education has been held in the city of San Francisco de Quito, Metropolitan District.
We, the young people of the Americas, meeting here in Quito, Ecuador for the YOUTH OF THE AMERICAS ENCOUNTER FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION, on August 11, 12 and 13, 2009, in the framework of the dialogue, discussion, and deliberations that shall serve as input for the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education of the Organization of American States (OAS) and that has brought together 10 of its members countries on the topic of secondary education, in keeping with the topics requested at the meeting, hereby propose, for consideration by the Ministers of Education, the following:

Preamble

In the framework of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education of the Member States of OAS, to be held in the city of Quito, Ecuador, we the 48 representatives of youth from 10 countries started the discussion with a presentation on the situation of education in all the countries attending the meeting in order to have an idea of the status of education throughout the continent and understand the evolution of public policies on the basis of this review.

During the years of the neoliberal boom, the situation did not improve because, despite schools, there were few opportunities for education and this led to inequity.  Education was viewed as merchandise rather than as a service or as a right of all. 

At present, we are living a new age.  We are experiencing the consolidation of democracy in most countries of the Americas, with governments legitimately elected by their people, which has exerted a direct impact on the notion of what educating our peoples should be.

We as young people take into consideration all the progress achieved over the past few years.  Nevertheless, we believe that the academic quality and establishment of a conscience of social justice needed to build a Hemisphere that is more just are still missing.

We the students believe that career training should be taken into account alongside the creation of social justice, a service conscience and an effective insertion into society; that a young person should be educated not merely to graduate or for self-development, but rather that the investment in this citizen as whole should be aimed at helping others.  Young people should be educated to have life ambitions and a common aim benefiting the country’s development and its most vulnerable population.

To do this, we believe in and propose the following:

1. Reforming the courses of study and curriculums by the participation of all social stakeholders\ that would lead to a united system for the nation and the region (Latin America).

2. Striking a balance between the educational needs of each region, since demand fluctuates on the basis of the environment where the schools are located. 

3. Homologation of the education evaluation system, so that it can prevail in all countries of the Americas.

4. Ongoing academic, pedagogical and values training of teachers.
5. Guaranteeing secondary education without any kind of exclusion, respecting the different cultures and identity of each student.
6. It was concluded that many countries agree that there are major infrastructure and technology problems; it is felt that, in many cases, they are insufficient and obsolete and do not meet the needs of students, which triggers ambivalence in education.

7. Absence of guidance when choosing or tackling a trade, because of the absence of information for the student when he or she goes looking for a career, which must be in line with his likings and capabilities.

8. We propose a wider range of opportunities for being admitted to a state university without any socioeconomic, cultural and ethnic constraints and with financial assistance or subsidies to be able to complete studies.

9. The development of a hands-on approach in the academic workload to put into practice the theoretical knowledge learned.

10. Active and participatory education that makes it possible to learn by doing so that the student can become a player not simply a receiver.

11. Guaranteeing that students can perform many sports, artistic and cultural activities in schools.

12. We propose the creation of spaces to build up youth culture and art in schools.

13. Drawing up a law or decree implementing cultural and artistic workshops with facilities for students in terms of curricular materials, promoting their skills and abilities.

14. There is a consensus about the absence of channels of interaction between various student organizations; our proposal is to strengthen and create national student organizations, supported by international and local agreements and regulations to increase their participation as citizens and although they are not of legal age, this does not prevent them from participating in democracy and being democratic leaders.

15. Support from the Minister of Education to accord greater importance to student participation, supporting organizations that bring together secondary school students, accepting the institutional structure and criteria established by these organizations.

16. Students shall have the freedom to organize in schools.

17. Supporting student movements and organization, preventing their manipulation by politicians, political parties, trade unions, etc.

18. We propose that the OAS and Ministries of Education work together with the Caribbean-Latin American Student Organization (Organización Caribeña Latino Americana de Estudiantes—OCLAE) supporting student activities to discuss the genuine needs and demands of education in Latin America, on the basis of the support that we are now requesting for the First Latin American Encounter of Secondary Students, to be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on September 2009.

19. The incorporation of risk prevention workshops in schools, looking for the means of information and persons with greater training and knowledge in the areas that put young people at risk.  In addition, we require that the issue of security in schools be an ongoing rather than an intermittent concern, for its incorporation into human conduct in daily practices, in an integral value-based training process.

20. Creating mechanisms to detect young people at risk and help them tackle their problems. 

21. The education institutions of each country shall hold workshops that will enable students to learn the various languages being spoken in our continent, in the framework of the integration between the peoples of the Americas, without neglecting our ancestral languages.

22. Preventive work between the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health, to train students so they can be facilitators in their education institutions regarding the topic of risky behaviors, especially on the subject of sexual education, substance use, etc., creating healthy social and recreation programs.

23. By providing students with training, with legal background (knowledge of laws, etc.) and the freedom to organize themselves, it will be possible to raise their awareness as citizens capable of participating and acting on the basis of democratic values and principles.

24. Respect in the classroom for human and citizen rights and the creation of opportunities for participation and conscious, active and effective inclusion in decision-making from government spaces.

25. The peaceful settlement of conflicts shall be achieved when students feel capable of proposing their opinions as persons and subjects of education and when these opinions are truly taken into account, because they are the ones who know their needs and demands the best.

26. Implementing student watches that ensure enforcement of laws on education, which shall be comprised of student representatives.
27. Disseminating the laws and regulations issued by the Ministry of Education for their enforcement.
28. Guaranteeing access to education in rural and marginal urban sectors.
29. Increasing the number of educational institutions and teachers in line with demand by the population. 
30. Implementing student participation processes for the purpose of channeling the training of new leaders.
31. Implementing accountability processes that enforce educational laws for students.
32. Generating entrepreneurial processes, whereby the capacities of students are enhanced by the establishment of businesses and projects that earn income for the students.
33. Ensuring that teachers are aware that students have rights and responsibilities, establishing dialogue as a way of coexistence (education community).
34. Forbidding any type of influence of party politics in the education system.
35. The Ministry of Education of each country must guarantee, by means of mechanisms it considers relevant, the drafting of consensus-based and participatory codes or regulations of peaceful coexistence in all education institutions.
The following countries were participants of the process:  Chile, Brazil, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Paraguay, Uruguay, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Ecuador

The following countries were observers of the process: Chile, Guatemala, Honduras, Ecuador and Brazil.

The following persons supported the organization of the event:  Jorge Baxter, Director of the OAS Inter-American Program of Education in Democratic Values and Practices, Adriana Vilela and Virginia Kacroricienwicz.

The National Education for Democracy Program of the Ministry of Education of Ecuador, Luis Monteros, Zonnia Riera, and Carlos Cisneros, with the cooperation of Angélica Camacho and Christian Almeida, were responsible for organizing and coordinating the event and preparing its materials and agendas.
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