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SCHEDULE 
“Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas: Rethinking Secondary Education”
(Approved during the First Plenary Session held on august 13, 2009)

Wednesday, August 12, 2009

9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Registration of participants 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
PREPARATORY MEETING (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
Preparatory Meeting with the participation of representatives of  the Ministers of Education. Chair: Gloria Vidal, Deputy Minister of Education of Ecuador, Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)
· Decisions on:

· Election of Officers of the Ministerial Meeting
· Formation of the Style Committee
· Draft Agenda and Schedule 

· Decision on the deadline for submitting proposed resolutions
· Duration of the meeting
· Other Items
· Decisions on the election of the officers and Executive Committee of the CIE
· Review of the Draft Declaration “Better opportunities for the youth of the Americas: Rethinking secondary education”

12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

LUNCH

2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
PREPARATORY MEETING (Continued) 
· Continuation of the review of the Draft Declaration “Better opportunities for the youth of the Americas: Rethinking secondary education”
· Recommendations for the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) Work Plan (2010-2012)
Transportation from the Swissôtel to the Compañía de Jesús Church 

Wednesday, August 12, 2009 (continued)
6:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

INAUGURAL SESSION (Compañía de Jesús Church)

Welcoming Remarks by: 
· Raúl Vallejo Corral, Minister of Education of Ecuador
· Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS) 
· His Excellency Mr. Lenin Voltaire Moreno Garcés, Vice President of the Republic of Ecuador

Cocktail reception hosted by the Government of Ecuador in honor of the participants of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education 

Thursday, August 13, 2009

8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Registration of participants 

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
· Adoption of the Draft Agenda and Draft Schedule
· Election of the Chair of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education 

· Formal adoption of decisions reached during the Preparatory Meeting 
9:30 a.m. – 11:20 a.m. 
SECOND PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
Progress since the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education. Report on progress on the CIE Work Plan since Cartagena, Colombia 2007 

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Progress in implementing previous ministerial mandates and renewal of commitments in the areas of early childhood development, teacher preparation and professionalization, education in democratic values and practices, educational indicators, and literacy and adult education, among others
· Gloria Vidal, Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)

· Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the Department of Education and Culture, and of the Technical Secretariat of the ministerial process in education in the framework of the OAS

10:00 a.m. – 10:10 a.m.
Comments by the Ministers
Thursday, August 13, 2009 (continued)
10:10 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.
Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education: Progress and challenges  

· Esther Le Gendre, Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago

· Isabel Segovia Ospina, Vice minister of Education of Colombia
· Maria Estela Ortiz, Executive Vice president of the National Board of Kindergartens (JUNJI), Chile
10:40 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
Comments by the Ministers
10:55 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.
Educational Panorama 2009 – Progress by countries in meeting the education goals of the Summits of the Americas (Regional Educational Indicators Project, PRIE)

· Secretariat of Public Education, Mexico 

11:10 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.
Comments by the Ministers
11:20 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Signature of an agreement to promote cooperation between the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture (OEI)
11:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 

BREAK
11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
THIRD PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
Transforming secondary education through participation: Dialogue with youth  

Moderator: 
Gloria Vidal, Deputy Minister of Education of Ecuador

Representative of delegates to the Youth Encounter of the Americas on Secondary Education 

Ministerial dialogue
12:45 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
LUNCH
Thursday, August 13, 2009 (continued)
2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
FOURTH PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)

Rethinking secondary education: public policies and management strategies to achieve quality, equity and relevance of the system and student success
2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Ministers will present experience(s) of their countries on this topic (10 minutes each) 
· Raúl Vallejo Corral, Minister of Education of Ecuador
Topic: The High School proposal in Ecuador
· Maria do Pilar Lacerda Almeida e Silva, Viceminister of Basic Education of Brasil
Topic: The Brazilian Experience 

· Miguel De Castilla Urbina, Minister of Education of Nicaragua
Topic: Non-Formal Education and the Polytechnic Focus

3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Ministerial dialogue
4:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. 

BREAK

4:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
FIFTH PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
Promising experiences in reforming secondary education to achieve the incorporation of young people into society and the world of work
4:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.
Ministers will present experience(s) of their countries on this topic (10 minutes each) 

· Leonardo Garnier Rímolo, Minister of Public Education of Costa Rica
Topic: Curricular Reform in Ethics, Aesthetics, and Citizenship
· Edwin Wolf, Minister of Education of Suriname
Topic: Incorporation of young people’s motivation and interests as architects of their futures
· Isabel Segovia Ospina, Viceminister of Education of Colombia
Topic: Education for Innovation and Competitiveness
4:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Ministerial dialogue
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
CULTURAL PROGRAM 

Friday, August 14, 2009 
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
            SIXTH PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
Responses to the challenges of achieving quality education for all: rural areas and indigenous groups; marginalized urban communities; and students with special needs; experiences reintegrating or reaching those who have left the system

9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Ministers will present experience(s) of their countries on this topic (10 minutes each) 

· Alan Lowe, Executive Director, Nova Scotia Department of Education, Canada
Topic: Achieving quality education for all, with a focus on Aboriginal people, visible minority groups, and immigrants
· Ana Ordóñez de Molina, Minister of Education of Guatemala
Tema: Responses to the challenges of achieving quality education for all in Guatemala
· Luis Cáceres Brun, Vice-minister of Education for the Educational Development of Paraguay

Topic: Experiences to integrate or attend those who had gone out of the system 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Ministerial dialogue
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
The challenge of financing the expansion and strengthening of secondary education at a time of economic crisis: Strategies and solutions
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Ministers will present experience(s) of their countries on this topic (10 minutes each) 

· Esther Le Gendre, Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago
Topic: The challenge of financing the expansion and strengthening of secondary education at a time of economic crisis:  Strategies and solutions

· Cristian Martínez, Under Secretary of Education of Chile
Topic: Education for the XXI Century: Financing and a new architecture to confront the challenges on quality, equity and better opportunities

11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Ministerial dialogue
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

BREAK
Friday, August 14, 2009 (continued)
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
EIGHTH PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
Links between the ministerial processes, Summits of the Americas, alliances with international organizations and civil society for a (2010-2012) joint work plan 
12:00 p.m. – 12:45 p.m.

· David Morris, Director of the OAS Summits Secretariat
· Contributions of international organizations to the commitments assumed by the Member States in the framework of the ministerial process in education
12:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Ministerial dialogue
1:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.      
NINTH PLENARY SESSION (Swissôtel, St. Moritz B & C Room)
Recommendations to the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) for the implementation of its 2010-2012 Work Plan 

· Comments by the Ministers and Heads of Delegation 

· Election of the Officers and Executive Committee of the CIE 2009–2011

1:45 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
CLOSING SESSION 
· Conclusions of the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education by Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, Executive Secretary for Integral Development of the Organization of American States
· Consideration and adoption of the Declaration: “Better opportunities for the youth of the Americas: Rethinking secondary education”
· Closing remarks by officials of the Government of Ecuador
2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Press Conference (organized by the host country)
2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Lunch and guided visit to a historic heritage site (organized by the host country) 
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