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FINAL REPORT OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

“Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas: Rethinking Secondary Education”
I.
BACKGROUND

The Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) was held in Quito, Ecuador, from August 12 to 14, 2009. 
The meeting was convened by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) by resolutions CEPCIDI/RES. 150 (CXLVI-O/08) and CEPCIDI/RES. 154 (CL-O/09).  In addition, the Thirty-Ninth Regular Session of the General Assembly and the Fourteenth Regular Meeting of CIDI adopted resolutions AG/RES. 2478 (XXIX-O/09) and CIDI/RES. 222 (XIV-O/09), respectively, in which they thanked Ecuador for its offer and the well chosen theme, “Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas:  Rethinking Secondary Education.”
As an important backdrop to this theme, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas the Heads of State and Government signed the Declaration of Commitment of Port-of-Spain in which they reaffirmed their commitment to achieve a gross secondary school enrollment rate of at least 75% by no later than 2010 and called on the Ministers of Education to develop strategies, with the support of the OAS, specialized regional and international institutions and civil society organizations, to make quality secondary education accessible for all youth, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs.

The preparations for the Sixth Ministerial Meeting included virtual meetings and consultations to provide member states with opportunities to offer contributions and recommendations on the meeting themes, on the draft Declaration of Quito before it was submitted to the Ministers for consideration, on the documents, and on the methodology proposed for the meeting.  This preparatory process included the Tenth Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education, held in Washington, D.C., on February 26 and 27, 2009, as well as the Preparatory Meeting held in Washington, D.C. on July 9 and 10, 2009.
II.
PARTICIPANTS

The List of Participants was published as document CIDI/RME/doc.7/09 rev. 1 and includes the delegations of the 23 member states that took part, as well as representatives of observer countries, international organizations, and civil society.

III.
PROCEEDINGS


In accordance with Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of CIDI, a preparatory session, an inaugural session, nine plenary sessions, and a closing session were held.  See document CIDI/RME/doc.4/09 rev. 2.
A. PREPARATORY SESSION

The preparatory session was presided over by the Chair of the CIE, Mrs. Gloria Vidal, Vice Minister of Education of Ecuador, with the purpose of adopting agreements on the election of the Chair of the Ministerial Meeting, the composition of the style committee, the final agenda of the meeting, the deadline for submitting draft resolutions, the duration of the meeting, and the review of the Draft Declaration, Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas:  Rethinking Secondary Education, on which consensus was reached during this session.  The agreements adopted were subsequently ratified in the first plenary session.

B. INAUGURAL SESSION

Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS)

The inaugural session was held on Wednesday, August 12, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. in the Church of the Company of Jesus and was attended by Mr. Lenin Voltaire Moreno Garcés, Vice President of the Republic of Ecuador; Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, and Mr. Raúl Vallejo Corral, Minister of Education of Ecuador, who offered words of welcome and underscored the importance of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education in the context of the bicentenary of the independence of several countries in the Americas.  The opening ceremony was broadcast live nationwide by the television media.
Mr. Vallejo noted that the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education offered an opportunity to look ahead and plan for the future of education, in order to provide young people with better opportunities.  He said that a crucial issue is how to make education equitable and deliver a relevant, quality education.  He informed the meeting that Ecuador has promulgated a law that makes secondary education compulsory and that the aim is to achieve 75% coverage by 2015. He announced that over the coming days the government would adopt a firm commitment by which it would strengthen the secondary education system in order to produce free-spirited citizens, so that Ecuadorian societies can become places where people live well. He mentioned the participation of youth in an event convened by the government of Ecuador prior to the ministerial meeting and announced his participation in order to report on their conclusions to the ministers. In conclusion Minister Vallejo extended a warm welcome to all hoped that their work would be fruitful.
Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin highlighted the presence of the Vice President of Ecuador as evidence of the country’s commitment to the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education, which would address the issue of better opportunities for youth in the Americas. He mentioned that he felt at home in this celebration of the bicentenary since it encourages one to reflect on the past and look to the future. He said that investment in education and investment in youth are essential to guarantee the needs of citizens, especially in light of technological progress. 

He emphasized that education should have a holistic and inclusive approach in order to attain sociopolitical development for all citizens; a quality education, with quality teachers and methods. He noted the challenge that education faces by being bureaucratic and outdated and said that it was extremely useful to rethink education with young people in mind. He praised the leadership of Ecuador in the CIE and applauded the country’s efforts in ensuring that the youth of the Americas were represented in the ministerial process. He reiterated the commitment of the OAS to include youth in its agenda and mentioned, by way of an example, the Youth Arts Policy Forum “Ignite the Americas”.
He went on, saying that anything could be achieved if the willingness of all concerned to make the necessary changes existed. He said that that required, among other things, that we analyze our education systems and make the necessary reforms; demonstrate political will to allocate more funding; improve the accessibility and quality of education; increase wages for teachers who perform well; and genuinely listen to the opinions, observations, and expectations of youth and other members of the community in our countries.

He added that we should, therefore, endeavor to give the youth in our hemisphere, who are both our future and our present, the knowledge, skills, and self-confidence necessary to take advantage of the enormous opportunities available and, at the same time, face the challenges that lie in store.
Mr. Lenin Voltaire Moreno Garcés, Vice President of Ecuador, welcomed the Ministers of Education and mentioned that when he first heard about the theme of the meeting, “Rethinking Secondary Education: Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas” it occurred to him that there were two fundamental aspects to be addressed: Change of attitude and inclusion. He spoke of educating with quality and human warmth, of imparting not only knowledge, but also human qualities.

The participants then attended a cocktail reception offered by the government of Ecuador in honor of all those taking part in the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education.  

C. FIRST PLENARY SESSION
In accordance with Article 3 of the CIDI Rules of Procedure, the meeting was called to order by the Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago, Mrs. Esther Le Gendre, who was designated by the government of Ecuador for that purpose.

The Ministerial Meeting elected by acclamation the Minister of Education of Ecuador, Raúl Vallejo Corral, as Chair of the meeting, and the Minister of Education of Costa Rica, Mr. Leonardo Garnier, as Vice Chair. 

The draft agenda and annotated agenda were adopted without change and their final versions distributed as documents CIDI/RME/doc.2/09 rev. 1 and CIDI/RME/doc.3/09 rev. 1. 

The following agreements reached at the preparatory session were approved: 
(i)
Composition of the Style Committee. It was agreed that it should be composed of the delegations of Ecuador for Spanish, Canada for French, Brazil for Portuguese, and the United States for English. 

(ii)
Deadline for submitting draft resolutions. The deadline for submitting draft resolutions was fixed at 10.00 a.m. on August 13.

(iii)
Duration of the Meeting. It was agreed that the meeting should conclude on Friday, August 14, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.

Upon taking up the Chair of the Meeting, Mr. Vallejo Corral welcomed all of the participants and thanked them for his nomination. He then referred to the importance of the theme of the Sixth Ministerial at which the focus was placed on young people in the framework of the bicentenary of the independence of Ecuador and a new sense of homeland. He asked the participants to consider during the meeting that we are living in a “change of era” and not an “era of change”. He said that space-time relations have altered dramatically, that young people are unsurprised by this change, and that we should adapt. He concluded his introductory remarks by gifting to all the participants a copy of Julio Espejo’s book, El Cristal Indígena.

The Minister of Education of Ecuador congratulated Mr. Leonardo Garnier, Minister of Education of Costa Rica, who was elected Vice Chair of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education and whose professional and human qualities he extolled. Mr. Garnier accepted the appointment with gratitude.
· Formalization of the Agreements Adopted in the Preparatory Session 

The Minister of Education of Ecuador proceeded with the formalization of the decisions adopted in the preparatory session. These were as follows:

a. Style Committee: It was agreed that it should be composed of the delegations of Ecuador for Spanish, Canada for French, Brazil for Portuguese, and the United States for English. 

b. Deadline for submitting draft resolutions. It was agreed that the deadline should be 10:00 a.m. on August 13.

c. Duration of the Meeting. It was agreed that the meeting should conclude on Friday, August 14, 2009, at 2:30 p.m.

Before adjourning this session Mr. Vallejo Corral announced that the preparatory session had finished reviewing the Draft Declaration of Quito and reached consensus on the whole document.  He said that the revised version would be distributed in all four official languages of the Organization in the course of that morning.  In conclusion he thanked all of the delegations for their contributions and flexibility.
D. SECOND PLENARY SESSION: Progress made since the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education. Report on progress under the CIE Work Plan since Cartagena, Colombia 2007 

Ms. Gloria Vidal, Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), and Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the Department of Education and Culture of the OAS, presented a report on progress since the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education, “Hemispheric Commitment for Early Childhood Education” and Joint Work Agenda (2007 - 2009) and its implementation under the CIE Work Plan.

Ms. Gloria Vidal thanked the member states for the vote of confidence in electing Ecuador to chair the CIE in the 2008-2009 period. She presented a background summary on the CIE and its role in implementing and monitoring the commitments of the ministerial meetings in the framework of the Summits of the Americas. She referred to the resources for projects and programs in the CIE subfund, and drew attention to the benefits represented by having access to funds for implementing cooperation projects in the area of education. She highlighted her concern regarding the end of the funding and mentioned the problems that would create for the ability of the CIE to perform effectively its mission to follow up on the commitments adopted at summits and ministerial meetings. She laid out her concerns before the plenary and asked that dialogue be initiated to examine the possibility of finding new financing with which to implement the CIE Work Plan. 

She said that Ecuador had fulfilled the mission entrusted to it as Chair of the CIE for the 2008-2009 period. In particular she thanked the professional staff of the Technical Secretariat and Executive Secretariat for their excellent work.

On behalf of the Technical Secretariat Ms. Lenore Yaffee García presented a report on the implementation of the CIE Work Plan in the framework of the Summits of the Americas and mentioned the role of the CIE in carrying out the Ministers’ Plan of Action. She said that the CIE has had available a seed fund of US$2 million to carry out the Plan of Action, a sum that has been supplemented with funds mobilized by other partners and donors. 

As regards the Regional Educational Indicators Project (PRIE) she reported that it is coordinated by the Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico (SEP) with technical cooperation supplied by UNESCO/OREALC and its Institute of Statistics. She said that as a result of these efforts reliable data are available on the progress made by each member state toward the education goals set by the Summits of the Americas. She said that there is information on the strengths, weaknesses, and technical assistance needs of the statistics offices of the Ministries of Education that took part in the project diagnostic missions. She mentioned that in 2008-2009, 11 countries received technical missions, six of them in 2009. She informed that over the last two years missions have mainly targeted Latin America and that next year it is planned to provide assistance to Jamaica, Haiti, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Belize, Suriname, and Grenada.  She said that a series of training workshops would be held to build up the capacities of technical staff at Education Ministries and statistics offices. Ultimately the project would organize a large inter-regional training workshop that would center on how to produce better data and how to use them for making education policy decisions. She said that Ms. Flor de Lis Vázquez Muñoz, Alternate Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, would present a more detailed report in due course.
On the topic of Early Childhood Education she noted the existence of very significant strides and mentioned that presentations would be given in due course by the Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago, the Vice Minister of Education of Colombia, and the Executive Vice President of the National Kindergarten Board (JUNJI) of Chile. She underscored the importance of the hemispheric commitment of a ministerial meeting in giving impetus to the issue.

As regards Strengthening the Teaching Force she remarked on the accomplishments in this area and underscored that the topic is spearheaded by Trinidad and Tobago. She mentioned the implementation of online training courses for teacher educators created in keeping with the UNESCO guidelines on the teachers ICT skills framework. She said that the courses for the Caribbean were developed by iEARN USA, and for Latin America by Fundación Evolución of Argentina. She reported on the creation of the Inter-American Teacher Educator Network and its new components: Creation of the teacher education ICT Observatory with RELPE, and the Observatory and Map on teacher education institutions in the Americas with IESALC. Among other progress she mentioned that CIDA had approved an appropriation of funds for the Inter-American Teacher Educator Network. 

She also examined the achievements of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices. She said that the program was approved in 2005 and has three components: Research, Professional Development, and Experience and Information Exchange.  With respect to do the first, she noted the progress made this period with the publication of three issues of the Inter-American Journal of Education for Democracy. In the area of professional development she mentioned the design and implementation of three training courses for teachers and other education staff. As regards information and experience exchange, she mentioned the Internet portal and the online bulletins at www.educadem.oas.org. She drew attention to the creation of a horizontal cooperation fund to support bilateral missions between countries; in this period 21 governmental and civil society institutions from 12 member states are taking part. 
With respect to the “Child Migrants” project, Ms. Yaffee García said that it has three stages: policy and program identification and analysis, an international seminar, and formulation of recommendations to member states.  She said that 22 member states had responded to the surveys that were circulated. She announced that the final report would be distributed to all of the governments. 

As regards cooperation between the Inter-American Committees on Education and Culture (CIE and CIC) with a view to the creation of joint programs, she mentioned that in a November 2008 press release the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture underscored the great interest that culture authorities have in strengthening ties with the education sector and drew attention to the invitation from the Chair of the CIC to the Chair at the CIE to combine efforts. There are already initiatives in place, such as “Ignite the Americas,” the Gabriela Mistral Poetry Competition sponsored by Chile, the video “Toward a Culture of Non-Violence,” and the project “Promoting Diversity and Cultural Expression through Education.” She concluded saying that the General Assembly in June 2009 decided that 2011 should be the “Inter-American Year of Culture.”

As regards adult literacy and education programs, she noted that in June 2009, the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2467 on this issue. She confirmed that the Technical Secretariat continues to support the initiatives of other international agencies that work on these issues and announced that the Sixth International Conference on Adult Education (CONFINTEA VI) convened by the Government of Brazil and UNESCO would be held from December, 1 to 4, 2009, in Belem do Pará, Brazil. 
http://portal.oas.org/Portal/Topic/SEDI/Educaci%C3%B3nyCultura/Alfabetizaci%C3%B3nyEducaci%C3%B3ndeAdultos/tabid/1631  

She referred to the resources mobilized in the 2005-2009 period in the following order: 
i.
Education on Democratic Values and Practices, received a total of US$1,461,100.00, of which US$390,100.00 was from the CIE subfund (CPR 831) and US$1,071,000.00 was provided by the counterpart.

ii.
Early Childhood Education had a total of US$1,593.127.85, of which US$521,141.00 came from the CIE subfund (CPR 831) and US$1,071,986.85 was provided by the counterpart.
iii.
Education indicators received a total of US$1,494,587.00, of which US$430,575.00 was provided by the CIE subfund (CPR 831) and US$1,064,012.00 was put up by the counterpart.

iv.
Teacher Education counted on a total of US$570,900.00, of which US$238,200.00 belonged to the CIE subfund and US$332,700.00 came from the counterpart. 

v.
Adult Literacy and Education had access to a total of US$44,000.00, of which US$29,000.00 came from the CIE subfund, with US$15,000.00 from the counterpart. 

vi.
Support for the Ministerial Process and the CIE received a total of US$126,064.00 from the CIE subfund (CPR 831).
She concluded their explanation of mobilized resources by mentioning that 67.2% of the total resources were in the form of matching contributions from the counterpart, which amounted to a total of US$3,554,698.85. The CIE/OAS Subfund (res. 831) put up $1,735,080.00, equivalent to 32.8%.

Click here for the complete presentation CIDI/RME/INF. 8/09

Mr. Raúl Vallejo Corral opened the ministerial dialogue on progress achieved and renewal of commitments. The Senior Executive Director of the Department of Education of Nova Scotia, Canada, Mr. Alan Lowe, expressed his gratitude for the report as well as his satisfaction at the progress announced and at the CIE-CIC coordination. He commended the CIE on its support for the efforts to attain better-quality education.
Progress and challenges in the “Hemispheric Commitment for Early Childhood Education” of November 2007

Ms. Esther Le Gendre, Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago, initiated the evaluation of the Hemispheric Commitment for Early Childhood Education and confirmed the existence of issues that represent challenges for countries, including: development of quality and comprehensive legal frameworks; institution of comprehensive policies; improvement of teacher education and evaluation; exchange of the best practices; development of indicators; and civil society and international agency participation, among others. 

She reported that the Caribbean countries have adopted the Regional Framework for Action for Children 2002-2015, the commitments of which include: comprehensive policies, a regional framework with standards consistent with CARICOM guidelines, teacher education and training certification, greater access and needs response for children from birth to three years of age, research, work with parents, and communication and advocacy strategies.

Minister Le Gendre reported on progress in the Caribbean in implementing her country’s commitments in the area of early childhood care and education (ECCE). In the Inter-American theater she mentioned that the CARICOM region, coordinated by the Bahamas, selected ECCE in order to have an impact in “Prevention of Scholastic Failure” under the FEMCIDI Equity and Quality Hemispheric Project (2004-2007), and mentioned that its results contributed to the design of standards, policies, and strategies on early childhood as part of its national policy and the Caribbean Regional Framework for Action Framework.  She also reported that 13 Caribbean countries observed experiences in Chile in May 2009 and attended the Second Inter-American Symposium on Transition.  A Caribbean team would take part in the Second World Meeting on Teacher Education and Training in Monterrey, Mexico, in September 2009. She described the initiation of a technical cooperation project between Caribbean countries and Chile under a Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of Chile and the OAS.
Minister Le Gendre mentioned the national development policy measures to formalize the ECCE sector in her country; including a comprehensive package of child laws in 2008 that brings all legislation on child care and welfare into line with international conventions;  development of domestic ECCE standards with guidelines for improving the quality of operations; policy training for both government personnel and staff at private centers; new curricula guidelines; expansion of the ECCE division in the Ministry of Education; creation of parents associations and a National Inter-Sectoral Council; an IDB project on inclusive education; infrastructure to facilitate transition for children with special education needs, as well as other measures. She concluded by saying that challenges exist, in particular with respect to the quality of teaching and non-teaching staff. Click her to see the complete presentation CIDI/RME/INF. 9/09.


Ms. Isabel Segovia Ospina, Vice Minister of Education of Colombia, thanked the Specialist, Ms. Gaby Fujimoto for her help in coordinating the presentations of the three countries. 


She presented a progress report on the Project “Trends of Transition Policies of Rural, Indigenous and Border Communities” the objectives of which are to provide technical support in order to strengthen policies designed to ensure coverage, improve quality, and facilitate the successful transition of the child. In the report she said that Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela are taking part, with financing provided by the Bernard Van Leer Foundation, UNICEF, OEI and the Government of the People’s Republic of China, with coordination by the OAS. As progress she mentioned: i) the review of policies of consensus at the international, domestic, and sectoral levels; ii) the review of transition processes and experiences in early childhood education through case studies in five countries; iii) communication measures to report on study findings at forums and meetings with authorities, academics, and parents; iv) publication of two books with the results of the project’s activities shortly to be distributed in two languages.

For more information on Van Leer, visit: http://portal.oas.org/Portal/Topic/SEDI/EducaciónyCultura/EducaciónCuidadoyDesarrolloInfantil/Proyectos/Transicionesexitosasdelniño/tabid/1317/language/en-US/Default.aspx  


In relation to the Project “Quality-Oriented Evaluation of Education: Following Up on the Commitment of Early Childhood Education,” she noted that its objective is to build systems to evaluate and follow up on education, policies, services, and programs in order to guide decision-making and improve the quality of comprehensive early childhood assistance. She mentioned the holding of five subregional meetings in 2009 and 2010 with support provided by the Department of Education and Culture of the OAS and other entities (in Costa Rica, Paraguay, Colombia, Guyana, and Canada) as well as an inter-American congress in Paraguay.  

For more information see: http://portal.oas.org/Portal/Topic/SEDI/EducaciónyCultura/EducaciónCuidadoyDesarrolloInfantil/Proyectos/ProyectodeEvaluacióneIndicadores/tabid/1730/language/en-US/Default.aspx  


She provided information on Colombia’s Early Childhood Education Policy in a comprehensive-assistance framework, characterized as an inclusive lifelong education designed to improve education opportunities for the poorest sectors, starting at birth and continuing throughout life. She mentioned the implementation of three modalities of assistance: family-based, community-based, and institutional, and also the political will to carry out special projects with interagency participation: Ministry of National Education (MEN), Colombian Family Welfare Institute (ICBF), International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Mayors Offices which have enabled them to reach 49% of the goals for the most at-risk population, including children in indigenous areas. See presentation CIDI/RME/INF. 10/09
Ms. Estela Ortiz, Executive Vice President of the National Kindergarten Board (JUNJI) of Chile reported that early childhood in Chile is the priority focus of government policy with crosscutting support from different state sectors. She drew attention to a new law that institutionalized the child protection system and converted the strategy “Chile Grows with You” into a law that will ensure the continuity and sustainability of the land policy with a rights-based approach. She said that the benefits begin with the pregnant mother’s first checkup and continue with a quality early childhood education and the child’s incorporation in the education system with a strong family presence.

She mentioned research being carried out by JUNJI in Chile, including a longitudinal study on the effectiveness of nursery schools; a demand study; a study on the impact of nursery school growth for mothers; and early violence prevention. She referred to an agreement with the Centre of Excellence for Early Childhood Development of Canada for translation of several studies from English into Spanish as well as for holding an international summer on “The Impact of Early Childhood Education” in November 2007, which was attended by researchers the world over.
She said that the Ministry of Education of Chile and JUNJI, in coordination with the Department of Education and Culture of the OAS, UNICEF and UNESCO organized and held the Second Inter-American Symposium: Policies and Strategies for a Successful Transition of the Child to Socialization and School, in Valparaíso, Chile, from May 27 to 29, 2009). This event brought together 320 delegates from 34 countries, including: ministers and vice ministers; 31 national directors of early childhood education; eight national directors of basic education; officials from international and national agencies, and representatives of civil society organizations. The Symposium concluded with the preparation of subregional and biennial work plans to address transition. The videos and agenda of the meeting have been published at:

Day 1 (May 27, 2009): http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/videos.asp?sCodigo=09-0161
Day 2 (May 28, 2009): http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/videos.asp?sCodigo=09-0159
Day 3: (May 29, 2009): http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/videos.asp?sCodigo=09-0160
In addition to the Second Symposium a number of special activities were carried out, such as: i)  Meeting with indigenous leaders on early childhood education, coordinated by UNICEF, which concluded with a draft declaration that was submitted at this meeting; ii) Meeting on the Project “Trends of Transition Policies of Rural, Indigenous and Border Communities”; iii) Observation by delegates from 18 countries of experiences of centers and programs of INTEGRA, Rayen Mahui, JUNJI, Hogar de Cristo and Valparaíso; iv) preparation of a study entitled “Early childhood transitions: an international perspective” which includes a review that covers the theoretical and conceptual framework as well as experiences in OECD countries and the hemisphere; v) application of questionnaires to analyze and follow-up on policies and develop early childhood services in all 34 OAS member countries. 

She commented on a number of findings from the questionnaires: i) Significant progress in the design of comprehensive policies, plans and programs: State, family, and civil society. ii) Transition policies are few and not explicit; iii) Reported coverage corresponds mainly to 4-5 year-olds, with no records for 0-3 year-olds; good records for indigenous, rural, and border communities are also lacking; iv) start of basic education at six years old without adequate neurological development; v) higher percentage of nonprofessional staff in early childhood education than in the first two grades of basic education; vi) higher repetition rate in first grade primary in rural areas and indigenous communities; vii) weak practice of evaluation and research at the national level.

She offered recommendations to the ministers: i) Develop the 2010-2011 Work Agenda proposed at the Symposium in Valparaiso, Chile, in May 2009; ii) Introduce mechanisms and methods for implementing early childhood and basic education policies; iii) Review national early childhood and basic education policies with regard to transition and their operativization and implementation at the local level and in indigenous and rural areas; iv) Properly apply General Comment No. 7 on the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted in 2005 and continue implementation of the 2007 Hemispheric Commitment for Early Childhood Education; v) Strengthen measures to advance equity and quality: in work with families and 0-3 year-olds; vi) Strengthen education, training, and professionalization measures for teachers and other education staff in order to improve the quality of early childhood education services.

She reported on progress in the project “Expansion of the Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education through Technology and Communication Networks,” which is being carried out in response to the mandate to implement communication, advocacy, dissemination, and exchange policies for early childhood care and education.  She said that the outcome of the workshops with child communication and education specialists is the “Communication strategy for improvement of the quality of early childhood education.” She said that this project provides for the development of communication products, a Portal of Early Childhood Portals, and publication of a specialized Journal on early childhood with the Center of Advanced Studies on Childhood and Youth (CINDE) in Colombia and Child Development Centers (CENDI) in Monterrey, Mexico. 

She concluded her remarks by calling on the Ministers, in view of the progress of member states in fulfilling the Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education, to instruct the CIE and the Technical Secretariat to prepare an inter-American program on early childhood for approval by the highest authorities of the OAS.

See PowerPoint presentation CIDI/RME/INF. 11/09
Educational Panorama 2009 – progress by countries in meeting the secondary education goals of the Summits of the Americas (Regional Education Indicators Project, PRIE) Ms. Flor de Lis Vázquez Muñoz, Alternate Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, presented a summary of progress over the Summits education goals by the Regional Education Indicators Project (PRIE).  She asked, in view of the strides made, that the program not be terminated.  She said that the Educational Panorama 2010 would include data on all 34 countries, with particular attention to early childhood and secondary education. She said that these data were already available.  She defined the concept of secondary education under the PRIE project, saying it was the period of formal education between the ages of 12 and 16 

As regards the target of access to secondary education by at least 75% of youth by 2010, she said that the data are quite encouraging considering that the average rate for the countries in 2000 was 62.8%, compared with 70.8% in 2007.  She noted, however, that few countries have reached 75%.  Although all countries have improved in terms of completion of this level of education, of 23 countries with comparable data, only seven had a secondary education completion rate of 60% or more of youth, and in eight countries fewer than 40% finish secondary school.  In other words, the challenge remains very considerable.

In terms of equity measured as gender parity, of 16 countries under observation only two (Chile and Mexico) managed gender parity across three age groups in terms of completion. As regards urban- rural parity, the data are skewed heavily in favor of boys. The issue of quality is still pending and progress is urgently needed in this area.  She mentioned a number of new proposals for the PRIE: development of early childhood indicators, diversification of secondary education, and improvement of scholastic achievement with comparability criteria. See presentation CIDI/RME/INF. 12/09.

Ms. Gloria Vidal, Vice Minister of Education of Ecuador expressed thanks for the presentations and said that they showed progress in terms of ministerial mandates that were fulfilled by becoming projects.


Signing of the agreement to foster cooperation between the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture (OEI)

Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez mentioned that the first OAS-OEI agreement was signed in 2001 and that the member states had requested international organizations to coordinate measures in order to offer better services. He said that this Memorandum of Understanding provides for collaboration on a series of lines of action and that it was important to sign it in the framework of the Sixth Ministerial Meeting with the ministers as witnesses, in order to seal an ongoing commitment to cooperation in a concrete manner.

Mr. Álvaro Marchesi expressed gratitude to all of the officers of the meeting and confirmed his hope that they might work together in coordinating measures.  He said that the issues that the OAS promotes are connected with the 2021 goals that the OEI spearheads in the framework of the bicentenaries of independence. He said that the OEI wishes education to be the driving force of society through three main lines of work, with programs in support of social and development policies and the creation of a €2,000 million fund to accomplish these objectives.  He also said that he would soon present the cost of reaching the goals and the budgets for each program.  Finally, he addressed the Caribbean countries and said that at the 2010 Summit there would be a commitment to open this project to all the ministers of the Americas, the Ibero-American region, and the Caribbean. He concluded by thanking the OAS.

E. THIRD PLENARY SESSION: Participatory revamping of secondary education: Dialogue with youth
Mr. Vallejo Corral, explained the background behind the Meeting of Youth which was attended by 48 young people from 10 countries in the Americas. He referred to practices of exclusion of young people in society and expressed his desire that this should change in the near future.

Ms. Gloria Vidal, Vice Minister of Education of Ecuador and moderator for the session, welcomed the young people and reminded them of the need to keep to the allotted time.  Next a video was shown on the youth meeting held. SEE LINK

The Representative of the delegates of the Meeting of Youth of the Americas, Thiara Lustosa Milhomem from Brazil, presented the conclusions that were set down in the Letter of Quito (See document CIDI/RME/INF. 6/09). She invited the ministers to attend the Latin American Meeting of Secondary School Students to be held in Brazil on September 5 and 6, 2009.

The Delegate of Nicaragua, Darling Ríos, drew attention to young people’s needs and requested that the ministers support the creation of a student organization of the Americas for social change.  She also asked the ministerial meeting to take the opinions of the youth into account.  She expressed concern at the situation of students in Honduras and asked the ministers to help find a solution to the problem. She said that students can help ministers to stamp out illiteracy or create afforestation programs, thereby channeling their energies through voluntary social efforts.

The President of the Student Organization of Chile, Nicolás Menare Morales, said that conflicts would be peacefully resolved when students were permitted to express their opinions.  He called for education to be more open and for reflection on the fact that arms spending outstrips education spending and why teachers’ salaries are lower than those of any other profession in society.  He said that there is poverty in all nations, and that students have no possibility of choosing the best education.  He asked the Ministers for a better education for personal advancement.  He thanked the Government of Ecuador for the opportunity given to them.

Ms. Vidal thanked the youth and asked that the Letter of Quito be delivered to the Minister of Education of Ecuador. She thanked the governments that sent their delegates. Mr. Vallejo asked the Ministers to support the requests of the youth.

Ministerial dialogue

Dominican Republic congratulated the organizers and said that he was deeply moved by their words and messages of inclusive education, peace, values, technical and professional training, environmental conservation, and their will to participate, show solidarity with the youth of Honduras, eradicate illiteracy, and to want not words but real change. He stressed his willingness to listen to them in order to transform society.

The Minister of Education of Costa Rica, Mr. Leonardo Garnier, remarked that the youth stressed the importance that their words not be forgotten and remain nothing more than statements.  He recommended that they strengthen two types of dialogue: one among themselves, in particular through use of new technologies; and the other between students and teachers, who seem to fear each other.  He said that, in part, this fear had to do with the fact that they were young and limitless, in contrast to the teachers who felt old and, therefore, imposed their authority.  He asked them how that fear could be dispelled and dialogue encouraged.  He concluded by saying that it is important to identify that point of union between teachers and students.

The Vice Minister of Education of Chile, Mr. Cristián Martínez, mentioned that there have been large student demonstrations in his country and that following a great deal of investment in coverage, what students demand now is quality. He expressed his unconditional support for the right of young people to make themselves heard.

The Minister of Education of Barbados, Mr. Patrick M. T. Todd, recognized that there is a strong student movement in Latin America.  He said that Barbados is a small country with a small population and that the government, under the leadership of Prime Minister Owen Arthur has made strides in combating illiteracy through investment in education.  Young people now have more opportunities.  One policy decision was to introduce free school meals since a hungry student obviously cannot study.

The Director of Education of the Ministry of Education and Culture of Uruguay, Mr. Luis Ignacio Garibaldi Lezama, commended the organizers on including the students, which demonstrates another approach to policy-making through participatory democracy.  He said that was why Uruguay was represented. He said that this example should be promoted so that countries might foster student participation. Education issues could not be decided without student involvement. He said that Uruguay has a law governing the inclusion of students in dialogue.  He shared the opinion of the Minister of Costa Rica that the first place for dialogue was the school.

The Vice President and Minister of Education of El Salvador, Mr. Salvador Sánchez Cerén, thanked the youth for their opinions and proposals.  He said that in 2007 there had been a meeting in El Salvador that included young people so that they might make their needs heard.  However, he said that the document did not contain a mechanism that said how the requests of the young people would be put into practice and, therefore, he asked that at the meeting in Brazil they reflect on how secondary education could be revamped and progress monitored.  In other words, what would be the follow-up mechanism?

Mr. Vallejo, Minister of Education of Ecuador agreed with the need for follow-up mechanisms and proposed that they be created in the framework of CIDI so that young people would be represented at the next meeting of the CIE.

The Minister of Education of Nicaragua, Mr. Miguel De Castilla Urbina, said that the government appointed Darling who is involved in the improvement of education in Nicaragua where, for example, illiteracy has been reduced from 20% to 4%.  These experiences, he said, have enabled them to see a different model of education and participation.  He thanked the Government of Ecuador and the OAS for the invitation.

The Vice Minister for Participation and Academic Support of Venezuela, Ms. Jennifer Gil Laya, congratulated the youth for rethinking secondary education. She said that the first space for dialogue between teachers and students was the school. She gave an undertaking to foster spaces for student-teacher dialogue and also to encourage the organization of these forums.

The Minister of Education and Culture of St Lucia, Mr. Arsene James, congratulated the young people and suggested that their participation be made a permanent feature of ministerials. He explained that St Lucia is a small state with a small population and proposed that, while they might not be able to attend meetings, ICTs be used to enable the participation of Caribbean youth.

The Director of Curricular Management and Teacher Training of the Ministry of Education of Argentina, Ms. Marisa Díaz, thanked the young people for their frankness and the direct way in which they presented their views and mentioned that the young lady from Ecuador had asked that the Letter of Quito be turned into deeds. She observed that the letter virtually amounts to a work agenda for the Ministries of Education.  She asked that these requests be turned into concrete measures with the support of the OAS and said that we should commend the young people’ proactive attitude.

In concluding the session, the Minister of Education of Ecuador, Mr. Vallejo, thanked his staff for their work and the young people for taking part.  He said that youth participation had also helped to reduce illiteracy in Ecuador to 3.8% and, therefore, it would be possible to declare Ecuador illiteracy-free.

F. FOURTH PLENARY SESSION: Rethinking secondary education: public policy and management strategies for ensuring systems founded on the principles of quality, equity and relevance, as well as success for students
· Mr. Raúl Vallejo Corral, Minister of Education of Ecuador. Topic: Proposals for the Secondary School Diploma Program in Ecuador
Mr. Vallejo described the education system in Ecuador, the problems at different levels, and solutions put forward. He said that the basic education curriculum had been reviewed and changes proposed, such as non sexist and culturally pluralistic iconography, etc.  He mentioned the creation of a single General Secondary School Science Diploma (Bachillerato General en Ciencias), with three main characteristics: preparation for democratic civic-mindedness, preparation for higher learning, and preparation for work and a productive life. The number of elective subjects had been reduced. Different levels of specialization had been introduced in Specialized Technical Education. After the secondary school diploma there is one year of pre-university technical training. See presentation (in Spanish) CIDI/RME/INF. 13/09
· Ms. Maria do Pilar Lacerda Almeida e Silva, Vice Minister of Basic Education of Brazil. Topic: The Brazilian Experience

She mentioned that in Brazil, of a total population of 189 million, there are 10 million poor people who receive few years of schooling.  The Educational Development Plan was launched in April 2007 as a medium- and long-term initiative whose objective is a comprehensive improvement in the quality of education.  The plan rests on six pillars: systemic education vision, territorial targeting, development, regime of collaboration, responsibility, and social mobilization.

To measure quality, a Basic Education Development Index (IDEB in Portuguese) was designed with pass and failure rates; a performance test (the Brazil Test, or Prueba Brasil) is also applied.  All fourth-grade students take this test every two years.  In October 2009 the test would be applied in 60,000 schools, which would be measured not only in terms of the students’ results, but also by the number of students who stay in school and finish.  She said that at present the Constitution is being reformed to make secondary education from 15 to 18 years old compulsory.

The main challenges for secondary education are: to universalize access and school attachment for adolescents aged 15 to 17; expand access beyond 18 years old; ensure a meaningful and student-centric education; and encourage social inclusion for specific groups.  The current agenda centers on creating an innovative secondary education that focuses on reading, increases the workload from 2,000 to 3,000 hours of class work, arts education, practical and experimental evaluation, and 20% elective subjects. 

She drew attention to programs for youth at the federal level and efforts made by individual programs and projects to improve schools infrastructure, train teachers, improve pay for teachers, and increase the education budget as a whole.

She concluded by saying that without jobs and education there is no society, and that if Brazil did not manage to develop and improve its education system it would continue to be one of the countries with the world’s greatest disparities.  See presentation (in Portuguese) CIDI/RME/INF. 14/09 

· Mr. Miguel De Castilla Urbina, Minister of Education of Nicaragua. Topic: Nonregular Education and the Polytechnic Approach.
Mr. Castilla explained the concept of “Nonregular Education” and offered a summary of the history and political situation since 1977, during which time the education system had declined badly. Since 2007, when the new government came into power, efforts have been under way to redress the situation, which includes problems such as preschool facilities staffed by homemakers or schools in rural areas that cover seven grades simultaneously; in secondary schools there were cases where classes were only attended for 250 hours a year when the normal amount is 1250 hours a year. Each sector was studied and in every case the poorest members of society were involved. The government had introduced “nonregular” education a year and a half ago.  They had prepared new curricula and formed partnerships with universities.  All students in nonregular education received the same diplomas as those in regular education but the deficient foundation meant that they were never able to go on to university or find a job. The Polytechnic Diploma course was created as a reform at the secondary level, so that secondary school graduates might have the necessary knowledge and skills to enter university or secure employment.
G. FIFTH PLENARY SESSION: Promising experiences in secondary education reform for assimilation of young people into society and the work force
Mr. Leonardo Garnier Rímolo, Minister of Education of Costa Rica. Topic: Curricular Reform in Education in Ethics, Esthetics, and Citizenship

Mr. Garnier quoted an essay by Ricardo Villanueva, one of the experts invited by the Department of Education and Culture of the OAS to contribute to the compilation of the secondary education bibliography. He agreed with the author in the sense that, “In the coming years education will be faced with the need to adapt its organization, contents, structure and strategies in line with the new reality.  In short, it will have to reinvent itself.” He said that we educate for life and for coexistence.  He added that an education that prepares students for a useful and pragmatic search for the “truth” should also include the search for “good” and “beauty.”  Education with programs that teach students to value and appreciate artistic expression, understand art, and, finally, express themselves artistically.  He explained the methodology used to modify the curriculum, with input from both within and outside the Ministry of Education, teachers, advisers, experts, political figures, and students.  In conclusion, he explained the structure of the Civic Education and Plastic Arts curricula.  See presentation (in Spanish) CIDI/RME/INF. 15/09 

· Mr. Edwin Wolf, Minister of Education of Suriname. Topic: Incorporation of Young People’s Motivation and Interests as Architects of their Future
Mr. Wolf said that education has proved an effective mechanism for reducing poverty.  He said that Suriname has devised a plan to ensure the right of access to a quality education at all levels and to complete that education. Everyone involved in the education sector has participated in the discussions to develop the education plan for the next 15 to 20 years.  This plan includes clear policies for young people and their participation, all of which are designed to stimulate their personal advancement, physical development, professional preparation, cultural development, social responsibility, and a democratic attitude.  The government has developed a National Youth Parliament as an independent body to enable young people to have a say in social and community affairs that are important for them.  See presentation (in English) CIDI/RME/INF. 16/09
· Ms. Isabel Segovia Ospina, Vice Minister of National Education of Colombia. Topic: Education for Innovation and Competitiveness
Ms. Segovia explained that they are coming to the end of a long term of government that has brought achievements in transforming education based on five core aspects: i) lifelong education; ii) education for innovation and competitiveness that includes participation in international examinations; iii) strengthening of schools through improvement plans, school government, assessment and performance competitions, and teacher education; iv) permanent modernization of the sector; and, v) participatory management, that is, an education that includes the opinions of all and in which there is a commonality of concepts. See presentation (in Spanish) CIDI/RME/INF. 17/09 

Ministerial Dialogue

Mr. Smail Bouikni, Director General of the Ministry of Education of the Province of Québec, Canada, thanked the Minister of Education of Ecuador for organizing the event and said that Canada does not have a Ministry of Education and, therefore, education is under the supervision of each Province and the Cabinet is the national forum.  He described a number of successful experiences.  In Québec, for example, an innovative system has been introduced with 11 years of secondary education. The authorities are committed to reform in order to boost the number of graduates and currently several diploma courses of varying lengths are available. Also in Québec, training has been tailored to jobs. As a result education services are organized in conjunction with companies and students are offered a job training scheme where they spend one-third of their time at a company. In Alberta a similar system offers mixed programs for preparing students to join the workforce. In Manitoba students can receive credits when they join the workforce while at high school.

Mr. Anthony Miller, Deputy Secretary of Education of the United States, said that four months ago the education leaders met in Port-of-Spain and reviewed cooperation in this area.  After listening to the presentations at this meeting he assumed that the same problems were shared.  He said that in the United States the high-school dropout rate is very high.  He noted that many countries had successfully implemented a large number of reforms from which a great deal of different lessons could be learned. He said that it was also necessary to improve training for teachers and their effectiveness in the classroom.  He said that the countries could share, for example, experiences in the use of ICTs in professional development and encourage contact among students so that they can cooperate. He concluded by saying that he hopes to continue the dialogue and improve cooperation, particularly in the CIE.

The Vice Minister for Ecuador, Ms. Gloria Vidal, asked the Minister from Costa Rica how teachers were trained for introducing students to the artistic world.  Mr. Garnier explained that social science teachers are also the civic education teachers and that was why they encountered no problems with the workshops.  In the case of music, the teachers are music specialists and can work with students in more creative ways but have difficulties when it comes to planning course contents in a systematic manner.  Teacher education is the key.

Ms. Marisa Díaz, Director of Curricular Management and Teacher Training of Argentina, expressed her thanks for the excellent presentations which would be very useful for introducing changes in Argentina under the new administration. Ecuador was asked for information about steps to follow to establish the common secondary school diploma, since to do so in Argentina would entail the mobilization of teachers, curricula, etc., with a high political cost.


The Minister of Education of Ecuador said that all these transformations inevitably have a political cost.  A new four-year term has recently begun in Ecuador. The Minister said that the teachers’ union feels threatened by the changes but he felt that it is necessary to face them and that this is a great challenge. All reforms encounter opposition.  The problems are not only technical but have political connotations in every sense.  All change generates fears.

He said that when they spoke of teacher education they should not forget that teachers had long been overlooked.  Before the 1970s, teachers had being part of the middle-class and had the possibility to invest in books.  Then their wages fell and there was a feminization of the teaching profession. He mentioned that as ministers they should consider the role of teachers in the light of their unionization. He said that when a national strike occurs the Minister confronts the union until the Minister of Finance steps in.  He said that they could not discuss teacher education without forgetting that they were dealing with a badly mistreated social sector that lost prestige and standing the more it became caught up in union struggle.  He said that it was a very complex issue.

Ms. Marisa Díaz of Argentina asked Brazil about the elective aspect of the study programs and how students earned credits. Brazil replied that students must choose two compulsory subjects and can then choose elective ones. 

Mr. Luis Ignacio Garibaldi Lezama, Director of Education of Uruguay, said that the teachers issue was a very broad one and would not be solved just by increasing wages; there were other aspects, such as teacher participation in curriculum design, for example. He believed that there were also ideological student movements. He said that Uruguay has serious problems in the area of upper-secondary education with worrying figures in terms of student underachievement. He also mentioned that they were committed to looking at an improvement plan. He said that there was no one-shot cure, that the problems had multiple causes.  He said that a student who reached secondary school with a poor primary school record was four times more likely to fail.  Teenage pregnancy was another factor that had an impact. He described the progress the country had made in terms of creating diversified secondary school diplomas.  The purpose of education was to create responsible citizens and it was also necessary to link the world of work to education. He said that it was also a challenge to come up with quality proposals for public secondary education.  

The Minister of Education of Barbados, Mr. Patrick M. T. Todd, said that it was necessary in his country for the business sector to establish links to students so that they could learn how to join the workforce. He said that there were labor mobility agreements in place among Caribbean countries as well as valid certifications. In 1979 the Caribbean ministers launched the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) to assess and certify students at that level.

The Minister for Guatemala, Ms. Ana Ordóñez de Molina, commented on the issue of teachers and said that in her country there had been a climate of conflict but that an agreement had been reached for improving wages and the quality of education. Programs required the active participation of teachers in which areas of disagreement and agreement should be acknowledged.  It was essential to educate students for life and peaceful coexistence. It was not just a question of turning out diploma holders; the humanist approach was important.  Within this integral vision it was necessary to work with families and values so as to foster an education that produces better persons.  She said that Guatemala is building on the good experiences of Brazil to create an open schools model in order to open up school environments to creative and educational activities for children and youth after or outside normal class schedules. 

H. SIXTH PLENARY SESSION: Responses to the challenges of ensuring a quality education for all: rural areas and indigenous groups; marginal urban populations,
 and students with special education needs; experiences in reintegration or assistance for those who have dropped out of the system. Chaired by Mr. Leonardo Garnier, Vice Chair of the meeting. 

· Mr. Alan Lowe, Senior Executive Director, Department of Education of Nova Scotia, Canada. Topic: Achieving a Quality Education for All, targeting Aboriginal Peoples, Visible Minority Groups, and Immigrants


Mr. Lowe presented a number of strategies that Canada uses to achieve a quality education for minority groups of migrants and other marginal groups.  He reiterated that education is the exclusive responsibility of provinces and territories.  He said that in all the provinces and territories there were 5.3 million students enrolled in public and private primary and secondary schools in 2004-2005.  For indigenous peoples who live on reservations, schools are funded by the Federal government and community-administered. 


Secondary level refers to the six last years of compulsory education.  Students are required to take the majority of compulsory courses with some optional ones in the initial years.  Secondary school diplomas are awarded to students who complete the compulsory courses and a certain number of optional courses.  Vocational education is a program that lasts several years and specializes the student to graduate with certain skills. 


He informed that the program “Access to Education for All” is essential for ensuring a quality universal education. Canadian law ensures that everyone between the ages of five and 21 receives a free education at the basic and secondary levels. He mentioned that more than five million persons in Canada, which amounts to 16% of the population, identify themselves as members of a visible minority. He pointed out that approximately 50% of students in Canada fail to complete secondary school.  He referred to the “Little Pencils” program for schools in rural areas and concluded by saying that in order to accomplish an equal education for all, it was essential that the government create a culture of diversity and mutual understanding. Finally he said that collaboration and open discussion with communities and young people would ensure the success of efforts for inclusion in secondary education

· Ana Ordóñez de Molina, Minister of Education of Guatemala. Topic: Response to the Challenges of Ensuring Equality Education for all in Guatemala

Ms. Ordóñez explained that Guatemala is a country with a great deal of inequality where some departments are excluded and the people live in conditions of extreme poverty.  She mentioned the diversity of the population, explaining that 23 Mayan languages are spoken.  She said that the main problems affecting the education system are disputes between teachers and the Ministry of Education, lack of coverage in more remote areas and communities with the lowest education levels; neglect of education infrastructure, and a shortage of systems for moving the educational reform forward. 


She also provided information on the strategic objective of the overall education policy, whose goal is to increase coverage, equity, and education quality. To that end the following policies have been devised: i) Quality Policy, which includes the signing of a collective agreement with teachers to enhance educational governance. ii) Coverage Policy, which provides for the building of schools. Intercultural Bilingual Education Policy, which includes the reorganization of Bilingual and Intercultural Education. iv) Policy of Equity and Social Justice, which ensures the right to a free education and prohibits the charging of an enrolment fee. v) Educational Decentralization Policy, which entails working with mayors and governors on planning the decentralization process. vi) Education Spending Policy as a result of the increased education budget forecast at 3.9% of GDP in 2009. vii) Institution Building Policy, which entails the creation of the National Education Council with the participation of the academic, social, and business sectors. See presentation (in Spanish) CIDI/RME/INF. 18/09.

· Luis Cáceres Brun, Vice Minister of Education for Educational Development of Paraguay

Topic: Experiences in reintegration or assistance for those who have dropped out of the system

Mr. Cáceres thanked Ecuador for its organization of the event.  He presented the Ministry of Education and Culture’s alternative program, “One More Step toward Quality of Life for Young People and Adolescents.” He mentioned the results of the 2007 baseline study on enrolment, dropout, and graduation rates in the third cycle of basic education (EEB in Spanish) and the findings of the review of the hourly workload and certification of teachers: 14% full-time, 36% part-time, and 50% non staff (less than 35 hours a week). He said that 50% of secondary teachers are certified and 7% have no qualifications.  The average number of class hours in 2007 was 500.

As obstacles to access and school attachment he mentioned emigration to Argentina and Spain, shortage of financial resources, non relevance of the curriculum, and language (50% of the population speaks Guaraní). The sweeping public-school reform measures proposed include teacher training, creation of third-cycle EEB schools in rural areas, bilingual education, curricular review, and youth leadership promotion.

An Open Secondary Education program was created in order to reintegrate young people aged 15 to 20 who have prematurely dropped out of the education system. The program operates with the support of tutors and with flexible curricula and class attendance times. The minimum duration is 18 months and graduates receive a secondary school leaver’s diploma.  Another program is called Secondary Education through Technology, which targets young people over 18 at tutorial centers distributed throughout the country.  It is a distance-learning scheme in which graduates are awarded a secondary school diploma with an emphasis on new technologies.  See presentation (in Spanish) CIDI/RME/INF. 19/09

Ministerial Dialogue

The Vice President and Minister of Education of El Salvador, Salvador Sánchez Cerén, thanked Ecuador and remarked on the value of listening to the presentations, given that his government had only taken office two months earlier. He said that all three presentations were relevant to El Salvador.  The issue of quality was fundamental and he drew particular attention to Guatemala’s integral plan.  He noted that teachers are critical agents of change in a context where the educational and family environments are important for achieving quality. He mentioned that the “EDUCATE ME” program emerged from the need to offer educational opportunities to dropouts from the education system. He mentioned that there were five modalities (online, on-site, etc.).  He added that the region is undergoing a process of transformation and change and that education policies should, therefore, respond to the challenges of the bicentenary. He concluded by saying that education is the fundamental pillar of society.

Ms. Gloria Vidal, the Vice Minister for Ecuador, thanked Ms. Patricia Ashton for supervising the organization of the meeting and invited those interested in the education policies of Ecuador to meet her technical staff.  She asked Paraguay for information on children and adolescents who were in the care of relatives because their parents had emigrated. The delegates from both countries met during the break to discuss the issue. 

Mr. Luis Ignacio Garibaldi Lezama, Director of Education of Uruguay, also thanked Ecuador for organizing the meeting and set out the CEIBAL Plan, which consisted of providing 140,000 free laptops to students so that all the children might have access to Internet, as a means to reduce the knowledge gap by using technologies under an open-school scheme. The children take the computer home and have access to the Internet both at school and at home, which also benefits their families.  Mr. Garibaldi drew attention to the widespread advance of technology in the country, given that the entire country will be connected to the Internet by 2010.  He mentioned the initial opposition to the scheme, which is now changing.  The government offers subsidies to teachers to help them purchase more powerful machines. He made available the experience of Uruguay for making Article 19 of the Declaration of Quito on access for all students to new technologies a reality.
Mr. Roberto Aguilar Gómez, Minister of Education of Bolivia, extended his greetings and said that one of the factors of the reform is the decolonialization of education. He explained that in the history of education there have been institutions that have perpetuated the colonial tradition. One form of colonialization was to discriminate against marginalized peoples.  Indigenous schools were created in 1959 in order to universalize education.  A division was thus established between education in urban and rural areas, a space for discrimination against the individual. He said that differences had to be done away with but on the basis of respect for diversity. He explained that three components have to be included: recognition of interculturality, cultural pluralism, and linguistic pluralism (discarding the approaches of bilingualism), as well as including special education, and differentiating between regular education and adult education.
The Minister of Education of Nicaragua, Mr. Miguel de Castilla Urbina, congratulated the government of Ecuador on the event and referred to student populations living in poverty and exclusion who do not receive proper assistance. He agreed that teachers were the fundamental factor in any process of change and that as strategic stakeholders they merit attention. The issue of the crisis had not been addressed and it was crucial because it affects young people and this meeting could be an opportunity for reflection.  He commended the initiative of Uruguay in view of its potential impact on the quality of education.  A similar initiative would be implemented by the Nicaraguan banks, which would be giving 20,000 laptops to Nicaraguan children.  He asked the delegation of Uruguay if computers were also given to young people who were not in regular education, but working and only able to attend night school or receive education through distance learning.  The delegates from both countries met during the break.

The Vice Minister of Education of Venezuela, Ms. Jennifer Gil Laya, thanked Ecuador for the meeting and expressed to the delegation of Canada her desire to know more about vocational training and reintegration of secondary school dropouts.  She explained that Venezuela has evolved a policy of inclusion (González Rivas Mission) and provides literacy education 2,242,414 young people in formal education and 500,000 more in the Rivas Mission. She mentioned that the PRIE Project has been valuable for its indicators and offered the support of the country to refine it further.

I. SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION: The challenge of funding the expansion and improvement 
of secondary education at a time of economic crisis: Strategies and solutions
Ms. Esther Le Gendre, Minister of Education of Trinidad and Tobago said that her country is situated six miles from Venezuela and is a small island with a total population of 1,300,000 inhabitants. She said that after enjoying several years of growth the economy has been in downturn in 2008 and 2009.  However, the employment rate has not declined.  She said that in spite of the fact that the government cut costs in many areas, the budget for education, health, and other areas of social spending has been maintained.  She pointed out that one objective of her sector is to increase tertiary enrolment from 15% to 45%, and to do that students need a good secondary base which would be reflected in tertiary education.  They have articulated the concept of “Innovative Citizen” as a core pillar of development. 

She noted that the school-age population accounts for 20% of the total.  The Ministry of Education has centered efforts on professionalization of teachers, curricular reform, decentralization, quality control, and commitment to the community.  She mentioned that secondary-school modernization must also rest on other pillars: early childhood education and primary education.  The plan is to build 600 early-education centers for three- and four-year-olds with support from the IDB, especially in economically depressed rural and peri-urban areas.


As regards primary schools, two thirds (11%) have laboratories because their infrastructure needed remodeling; however, they still lack connectivity.  There is a plan to purchase laptops for secondary school students in partnership with corporations.  There are needs that have a cost: professional development for all teachers; curricular reform; an increase in physical education courses and different areas of technical education; a double shift for secondary school students to reduce absenteeism and dropping out. These needs require new effective and efficient financing strategies, which is why information systems have been developed to help improve decision-making.  So far multilateral loans and subsidies have been a major source of funding to provide free education at all levels as part of a strategy that has involved the private sector, parental support, teachers, and school boards, and student councils, and this approach has created initiatives at little or no cost.  In addition, the OAS, UNDP, IDB, and other agencies and organizations have provided technical and financial assistance to encourage education development.

She concluded her presentation by saying that the current economic crisis poses challenges as regards construction, remodeling, and adaptation of infrastructure; private-sector commitment to vocational-skills development for young people; and connectivity, although the Ministry of Education regards the situation as an opportunity to optimize resources and to review and reform management practices. See presentation (in English) CIDI/RME/INF. 20/09.
· Cristian Martínez, Vice Minister of Education of Chile. Topic: Education for the 21st Century: Financing and a new architecture for confronting the challenges of quality, equity, and better opportunities
Mr. Martínez said that this issue has encountered difficulties in Chile given that a new organic law has been under debate since 2006 and there is general consensus in Chile that education is a right, a public interest, and the budget cannot be reduced because it is an essential tool.  The State has had the obligation since 2005 to provide funding 12 years of schooling, which includes permanent financing for primary and secondary education, pre-school, and in recent years, early childhood education.

He noted that there has been political will to restore democracy and strengthen education.  In the first stage the aim was to secure basic support for school meals for needy students, teacher development, coverage, and infrastructure.  In the second stage financing was allocated to curricular reform, extension of the school day, increased pay for teachers, and new education technologies.  The purpose of the foregoing was to accomplish a quality education.  The whole process has been highly complex.  Financing and investment in education has grown since 1990 from 2.4% of GDP to 6.1% in 2006 and to 17.5% of the national budget.  The main focus is on the most disadvantaged socioeconomic groups.  The best years of economic growth have served to offset the difficult periods. 

The ethnic issue has been addressed with support in the form of school meals to prevent dropping out.  The general education law faces up to the new challenges and introduces a range of education schemes. Its aim is to ensure access, school attachment, and graduation from the education system after 14 years of schooling with a new curriculum structure. It creates a quality national education system and seeks to strengthen public education with differentiated programs for vulnerable populations.  The principles are decentralization with autonomy and responsibility in municipalities and municipal corporations.  Private institutions have benefited from the promulgation of measures to reduce taxes. In short, the aim has been to achieve a first-rate education for the 21st century as an indispensable step for ensuring access for all of the country’s inhabitants to the fruits of the country’s growth and progress. See presentation CIDI/RME/INF. 21/09.
The Minister of Education of Guatemala, Ms. Ana Ordóñez de Molina, then chaired the Meeting of Ministers.

Ministerial Dialogue


Mr. Arsene James, Minister of Education of Saint Lucia, thanked the government of Ecuador and the OAS for a truly instructive exercise.  He noted that the Minister of Education of Nicaragua mentioned the economic downturn in his presentation.  He said that the situation in Saint Lucia was the same.  He said that they had achieved a 100% secondary education entry rate for students but there were challenges with respect to completion and funding to cover costs.  He mentioned that school attachment is a problem and that there was the added pressure of introducing ICTs in all schools. The European Union has provided a loan for ICT introduction but an additional problem is certification for the labor market.  As regards students in at-risk groups, girls stay longer in the school system than boys.  He said that teacher education is crucial and that special literacy workshops are organized.  He mentioned that 25% of the national education budget is spent and it is not enough to cover all needs.  Assistance is needed to provide a quality secondary education. He concluded by thanking the hosts for their invitation to the meeting and proposed that the region work together to surmount common challenges.

Before the session ended, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez reminded the delegations that the new Officers and Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education would be elected in the ninth session of the meeting. Therefore, he requested the delegations to present their nominations and results of the subregional consultations to the Secretariat in a timely manner.

J. EIGHTH PLENARY SESSION: Ties between ministerial processes, Summits of the Americas. Contributions of international agencies and civil society to the CIE Joint Work Agenda (2009-2011)
The Minister of Education of Ecuador underscored the importance of having joint agendas given that they are usually very similar.

Mr. David Morris, Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, drew attention to the importance of education in the Summits of the Americas process and, hence, its inclusion as a core element of the hemispheric agenda in the summits process.  He mentioned that ministerial meetings and the Summits of the Americas process are closely connected and mutually supportive.  Ministerials are part of a broader process essential for the consolidation and continuity of the summits process.  They also serve to implement mandates, adopt new commitments, assess scope, and identify obstacles and challenges.

He remarked that the current crisis emphasizes the fundamental importance of a quality secondary education as a foundation for sustainable employment and decent work, and also for building confidence in the democratic system of government.  According to the UNDP, 25% of young people in Latin American countries are neither in school nor in jobs.  Such conditions pose a risk to public security in our hemisphere. He added that only through investment in secondary education would it be possible to imbue young people with the values and skills necessary to become productive citizens. 

Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez said that all ministerials look for strategies to improve quality of life for the inhabitants of the Americas. He mentioned that a process of rapprochement had begun between the areas of Culture and Education and that it was important to look to do likewise with other areas.  He proposed that SEDI foster these synergies.

Support for the CIE Joint Work Agenda (2009-2011). Participation of representatives of international agencies and civil society organizations. 

United Nations Children’s Fund, Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNICEF/TACRO). Ms. Ana Lucia D’Emilio, Regional Adviser, Education.

Ms. D’Emilio mentioned the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which focuses her work. Since the framework is children and adolescents aged 0 to 18, secondary education also falls within UNICEF’s area of responsibility.  She provided information on support given to several countries under direct cooperation programs with education ministries.  For example, the international seminar organized by the ministries of Argentina, Brazil, and Chile in September 2008, in which 500 delegates from the academic world took part.  She expressed her concern about access for indigenous and Afro-descendant populations to early childhood and secondary education, the right to quality, and the right to respect for the education environment.

She mentioned her concern at the gulf between youth culture and the school culture.  She said that citizenship is not a subject but a daily practice.  UNICEF carried out a number of studies in the region on secondary and primary school regulations and found that many school regulations are contrary to their country’s domestic laws and even their constitutions; in other words, they contain rules that area against the law.  Many regulations attach more importance to form than substance; they center on the duties of children but not on those of the teachers.  Very few regulations prohibit acts of racism and discrimination within the school staff; few expressly recognize the right to education of pregnant teenagers, and almost none make any reference to adolescents with HIV.  She said that a participatory review of school regulations could be an important step for democracy and that if it is carried out she pledged her agency’s collaboration, in the same way as UNICEF and the OAS were jointly pursuing several lines of work on early childhood.  She offered her utmost support on the issues concerning the education environment associated with environments for training, socialization, and use of media.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Regional Education Office for Latina America and the Caribbean (UNESCO/OREALC). Mr. Atilio Pizarro, Coordinator, Regional Information System (SIRI).

Mr. Pizarro explained that his mission is development and strengthening of information systems and centers to support decision-making in the region, as well as development and analysis for monitoring the situation with regard to Education for All, the Millennium Development Goals, and the goals of the Summits of the Americas (the latter implemented through the Regional Education Indicators Project (PRIE)).  He noted that the PRIE has been an important contribution for visualizing progress in the region under the Summits goals and commitments.  He said that UNESCO reaffirmed the importance of continuing with the information system for targeting activities underway in different countries, and said that it is developing new indicators to observe different situations in regular education, in special needs education, and in a culture of peace.  

He said that UNESCO is working in coordination with the region’s countries through the Latin American Laboratory for Assessment of the Quality of Education (LLECE in Spanish), a center that produces information to provide feedback on education policy and teachers’ practices in the classroom, designing and implementing comparative assessment reports that reflect the development of education in the region. He said that in all of the contexts mentioned UNESCO’s support is offered as a means to help the region’s member countries in their current and future endeavors. 

The Minister of Education of Ecuador, Mr. Vallejo, asked for collaboration between UNESCO, the OAS, and the OEI, so that they might work jointly on the organization of a Meeting of Ministers of Education and Finance.

Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Ms. Celia Riera, Representative in Ecuador.

On behalf of the Regional Director, Dr. Mirta Roses, Ms. Riera expressed thanks for the opportunity to be part of a common working agenda.  She distributed document (in Spanish) CIDI/RME/INF. 22/09, which summarizes possible joint work scenarios between the education and health sectors for contributing to the health and well-being of adolescents and youths in secondary schools.  She underscored the need to create an Inter-American Health and Education Alliance in order to give impetus to a more robust and permanent joint effort by the two sectors.
As a prior step, she mentioned the proposal of the Ministers of Education at their Fourth Inter-American Meeting to explore ways to strengthen the strategic alliance among Ministries of Education and Ministries of Health, Labor and the Environment, “in partnership with PAHO to ensure that schools become healthy, safe institutions for both teachers and students.”  She cited the official figure for the countries for 2006, according to which 20% of cases of HIV infection diagnosed in our region correspond to the young people between the ages of 15 and 24.
She said that an Inter-American Health and Education Alliance would enable progress in three main areas: It would enhance inter-sectoral coordination between health and education authorities; boost interagency efforts between the OAS, PAHO, and other agencies; and set in motion a program of action that covers determining economic, environmental, and social factors in the areas of health and education.

She mentioned four possible areas of collaboration in the framework of such an alliance: 1. Identification of validated standardized instruments to categorize the situation of adolescents and young people; 2. Implementation of a plan of action on health for adolescents and young people; 3. The global school oral and visual health initiative, HIV prevention, sexually transmitted infections, teenage pregnancy, and mental health. 4. The Health Promoting Schools initiative.  She concluded by reaffirming the request to work with the officers of the Inter-American Committee on Education on a plan of action to be submitted at the next meeting of the CIE.

The Meeting Chair, the Minister of Education of Ecuador, Mr. Raúl Vallejo, appealed to all organizations responsible for measures implemented by education ministries to combat sexually transmitted diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS.  He underscored the importance of an active approach in ensuring that adolescents had the necessary information to make informed decisions.

Central American Integration System (SICA), Ms. María Eugenia Paniagua Padilla, Secretary General of the Central American Educational and Cultural Coordination (CECC).

Ms. Paniagua said that the Central American region has its Council of Ministers of Education and Culture, which is composed of eight countries (the Central American countries, Belize and Dominican Republic). Its agenda covers six policies: 1. Quality of the curriculum; 2. Coverage and access with equity; 3. Management with local participation; 4. Training for teachers, management staff, etc, 5. Legislation; 6. Modernization of the CECC/SICA. It also has crosscutting themes, including transparent management, inclusive education, interculturality, multiculturality and multilingualism, social cohesion, gender awareness, and social development. She confirmed the interest of the Central American region to look for cooperation opportunities and synergies. She invited the meeting to examine the Agenda of the Ministers of Education and Culture 2009-2010 at the following website:  www.ceducar.info 

Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, Ms. Victoria Napki, Deputy Director for South America.
Ms. Napki described three potential initiatives for joint work between the Institute and the education sector: 1. Inter-American Report on Human Rights Education.  An applied research initiative that contains a matrix on progress in the education system to measure advances in human rights education in the 19 countries that have signed the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 2. Draft curriculum and methodology for inclusion of human rights in formal education for 10 to 14-year-olds; 3. The Inter-American Virtual Classroom for human rights education, which offers 15 online courses (both self-guided and tutored).  A specialized tool for teachers and education ministries was introduced in September.
Minister Vallejo made available to the ministers the experience of Ecuador in the program on basic education for young people and adults, the core theme of which is human rights.  He said that he hoped that they would find opportunities for collaboration and synergies.


Program for Promotion of Educational Reform in Latin America and the Caribbean (PREAL), Ms. Marcela Gajardo, Co-Director.


Ms. Gajardo explained that PREAL is a network of organizations and individuals that speak for civil society and seek to help improve quality and equity in school systems.  She said that they aspire to mobilize society in order to stimulate meaningful debate on education and its future.  She mentioned that they intend to broaden the support base for pushing forward reforms that genuinely impact on the effectiveness of education systems. They also aim to identify and disseminate good practices in a bid to make them accessible to all those who wish to replicate them in Latin America. 


She listed the following lines of work: 1. Monitoring of Reforms; 2. Dissemination of Good Practices; 3. Promotion of public-private sector alliances; for example, with Entrepreneurs for Education networks regionwide, corporate social responsibility networks, civil society organizations, and NGOs in general; 4. Identification of renewed policies through groups of experts, basically in four areas of work: Strengthening of the teaching profession; Assessment and standards; decentralization, autonomy, and improvements in school management; and Teachers’ unions and education reform.


She explained that the plans of action for the 2009-2011 period and placed at the disposal of ministries the capacities, information, and analysis that PREAL has to offer; progress reports on education at the national, regional, and subregional level; secondary education indicators and variables to stimulate debate; and dissemination of good practices and policy options for strengthening the teaching profession.


She said that on October 8 and 9, PREAL, in association with the Ministry of Public Education and the Mexico Office of FLACSO, would organize an international seminar on the topic of teacher performance and effectiveness. She said that UNESCO and the OEI were supporting the effort and invited all those present to attend.


She mentioned the availability of printed and virtual communication media, including four educational synopses on the topic of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Education, which would be posted on the PREAL website.  In conclusion she said that PREAL is more than willing to put its capacities and potential at the service of the Americas region.

Inter-American Organization for Higher Education (IOHE), Mr. Gabriel García Torres, Adviser to the Office of the President.

Mr. García presented three programs: 1. University Institute for Leadership and Management, a program founded 23 years ago with the aim of providing university leaderships with administrative tools.  He suggested that this initiative could be replicated for the leadership of secondary or primary education institutions; 2. College of the Americas, a program aimed at the creation of university networks throughout the hemisphere; it has a strong focus on made-to-measure courses, harnessing universities’ potential for providing the different types of education that societies might need; 3. Campus, a program that creates spaces. It works with the IESALC /UNESCO. He mentioned that they are working on the creation of a Latin American and Caribbean space for higher education.  He described the possibility of creating a higher-education space for secondary school teachers. 

He concluded by mentioning that the Campus program also works on education in values and he proposed that the University again be the Alma Mater of society in the 21st century. He commented on the inter-American network that has already been created, which includes a series of inter-American forums and an electronic journal that addresses education in values; these have been set up on its portal (www.oui-iohe.org).

Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC), Mr. Didacus Jules, Registrar.
Mr. Jules mentioned that the CXC had had the honor of preparing one of the concept papers for the ministerial on reorganization of education in the Caribbean, based on a joint Caribbean effort in rethinking secondary education.  He said that the problem in the region is not one of access but of quality.  He mentioned that education is being seriously disrupted by social dysfunctionalities, the impact of drugs, increased poverty in the region, and indiscipline, and that these factors pose further challenges for secondary education. 

He noted that society builds individuals and that examinations play an important role in that building.  In this context, the CXC is committed to facilitating the construction of the ideal Caribbean citizen, as defined by the region’s heads of government. In finishing, he said that the conclusions contained in the Declaration of Quito would be included in the strategy for rethinking secondary education in the Caribbean subregion. 

K. NINTH PLENARY SESSION: Approval and adoption of the Declaration of Quito: “Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas: Rethinking Secondary Education”
Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez advised the meeting that in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the CIE the official nominations for the authorities for the 2009-2011 period had been received from the delegations and he announced their composition:

	
	Country
	Period

	Chair
	Ecuador
	2009-2011 until the Seventh Meeting of Ministers of Education

	First Vice Chair


	Argentina


	

	Second Vice Chair
	Trinidad and Tobago
	


Ambassador Quiñónez also informed that after consultations the subregions had agreed on the following representation on the Executive Committee of the CIE: (principle and alternate delegates)

	Subregions
	Country

	North America Subregion
	USA, Canada (alternate)

	Andean Subregion
	Venezuela, Bolivia (alternate)

	Southern Cone Subregion
	Paraguay, Brazil (alternate)

	Central America subregion
	Guatemala, Nicaragua (alternate)

	Caribbean Subregion
	Suriname, Barbados (alternate)


The plenary approved the elections by acclamation.

L. CLOSING SESSION

Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, Executive Secretary for Integral Development of the OAS, thanked the Government of Ecuador, and in particular the Ministry of Education under the leadership of Minister Raúl Vallejo Corral, for their hospitality and for hosting this meeting of ministers of education in the framework of the OAS.  He also drew attention to the excellent work of the Vice Minister of Education of Ecuador and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education, Ms. Gloria Vidal. He thanked Ms. Patricia Ashton and Ms. Nancy Crespo and their entire team of collaborators for making this ministerial meeting a resounding success. He mentioned the importance of education-related issues in the Summits of the Americas process and recalled that during the Second Summit of the Americas held in Santiago, Chile, the heads of state and government undertook to achieve a secondary school enrollment rate of at least 75% by 2010, with an ever-greater proportion successfully completing this level. He commented on what the delegation of Mexico had said about the progress revealed by the Regional Educational Indicators Project (PRIE) and said that thanks to the PRIE, an initiative that came out of the Summits of the Americas process and the ministerial meetings of the OAS, we now know that only 10 countries have managed to meet the 75% target. He mentioned data, such as in only four of the region’s countries 75% of youth finish secondary school, while in almost half the countries less than 60% complete that part of their education. He mentioned a number of common challenges that were identified during the ministerial dialogues.  Inter alia, he drew attention to the challenges that ministries face in developing young people’s skills so that they will serve them at school as well as at work or in higher education.  He referred to a series of solutions that member states have implemented to tackle these challenges, some related to financing, others to policy and management; a number have to do with the role of information and communication technologies and others with the teacher-student relationship. Others target human relationships among young people and how they shape the values, attitudes, practices, and views that young people have of themselves and the world in which they live.
Ambassador Quiñonez referred to the importance of the different actors in education: States through their executive sector, including the ministries of education and finance, as well as the legislative branch through their congresses; teachers, parents, and students, as well as the support role that intergovernmental organizations such as the OAS can contribute to the efforts of member states. 

He recognized the value of having had the opportunity to listen to the opinions of young people during the ministerial meeting through the Meeting of Youth of the Americas.  He said that to have offered them this space to share their concerns on issues relating to the equity, quality, and relevance of the education that they receive and how it prepares them, or not, for joining the workforce and life in their communities, afforded a unique opportunity for young people to put forward their proposals and concerns.  He noted the importance of maintaining a dialogue with young people and including them in the follow-up on this ministerial meeting. He also acknowledged the commitment to look for ways in the activities of the Inter-American Committee on Education to enable young people to continue this active participation in the process of meetings of education ministers.
He recalled the challenges that the CIE has in putting into effect the decisions and commitments of this ministerial meeting and turning them into concrete measures that benefit all the member states, particularly in view of the depletion of the reserve subfund of $2 million that served to put up additional resources and carry out many of the activities of the CIE in recent years.  He asked the ministers to support and contribute to the mobilization of funds with which to carry out the CIE Work Plan, 2009-2011. He reaffirmed the commitment of the OAS to member states in the area of education and to the work of the CIE.  He also reiterated the firm willingness to continue to support them in implementing their activities as has been the case hitherto. 

He thanked Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the DEC, and her team for their great efforts in carrying out activities in response to the mandates of the ministerial meetings, the work in the area of child development, education, and teacher professionalization; education in values and democratic practices; education indicators; adult literacy and education, and other priority areas that the ministers have identified.  He concluded by quoting the Minister of Education of Bolivia, saying, “From Canada to Patagonia there are coinciding realities and coinciding responses.” He said that these words should inspire us to keep going in this endeavor and to move forward with the implementation of all the mandates that have been adopted.

Following the summary offered by Ambassador Quiñonez, the Minister of Education of Ecuador and Chair of the Meeting suggested that, in recognition of the contributions of young people at this ministerial meeting, the Letter of Quito proposed as a result of the Meeting of Youth of the Americas be included as one of the official meeting documents (document CIDI/RME/INF.6/09).
The Chair submitted the draft Declaration of Quito to the member states, who approved it by acclamation. The final version of the Declaration was distributed as document CIDI/RME/DEC.1/09.
Next, the Vice President of El Salvador, Salvador Sánchez Ceren, submitted to the plenary for consideration a draft resolution of thanks to the Government of Ecuador for its hospitality, which drew attention to the leadership demonstrated by Minister Raúl Vallejo Corral in his supervision of the meeting’s activities, as well as the dedication and professionalism of his staff at the Ministry of Education of Ecuador.  This resolution was adopted by acclamation and distributed as document CIDI/RPME/RES.1/09.
In conclusion, Ambassador Quiñonez, on behalf of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS, echoed the thanks of the delegations to Minister Vallejo and as a gesture of recognition presented him with a set of flags of all the OAS member states. He thanked him for his magnificent stewardship, the inordinately rich dialogue, and the conclusions reached. He also extended his gratitude to the OAS staff, in particular the staff of the Department of Conferences, Department of Education and Culture, and Development Policies Section under Ms. Mónica Villegas. The meeting was adjourned by the Chair at 2:35 p.m.
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�.	In addition to the figures presented at the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education there will also be available US$141,720.00 allocated by the Ministry of Education of Brazil for activities of the Evaluation Forum.





