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FINAL REPORT

TENTH MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS

(March 23 to 27, 2009, Buenos Aires, Argentina)

I. BACKGROUND
The Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) is a Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) established in compliance with Resolution AG/RES. 1573 (XXVIII-0/98) of the General Assembly of the Organization of American Sates (OAS), pursuant to Articles 77 and 93 of the OAS Charter and Articles 5 and 15 of the CIDI Statutes. 

The CIP serves as a permanent Inter-American forum for the Member States of the Organization to strengthen hemispheric cooperation in the area of port development, with the active participation and collaboration of the private sector. The Organization also has Permanent Observer States interested in cooperating in the achievement of its central objectives. 

The executing agency of the CIP is the Executive Board (CECIP), which carries out its activities directly and through subcommittees created for that purpose. Private sector participation occurs through the Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs), which are specialized organs of the CIP created on the initiative of a number of states interested in examining a specific issue. 


In response to the kind offer of the Sub-secretariat of Ports and Navigable Waterways of Argentina (SPVN), the CECIP, in its IX Meeting (Peru, Lima), adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES.18 (IX-07) to celebrate its X Meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 2008. Nonetheless, the X Meeting of the CECIP was postponed for the first trimester of 2009 as requested by the organizing country.

II. PLACE AND DATE

The meeting was held at the Sheraton Hotel in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from March 23 to 27, 2009.

III. AGENDA

The following agenda (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.02/09 rev. 2 corr. 1) was adopted: 

1. Adoption of the agenda and ratification of the agreements reached during the Preliminary Session of the Heads of Delegation

2. Report from the Chair of the Executive Board of the CIP (Mexico)

3. Report from the CIP Secretariat 

4. Meetings of the Subcommittees of the Executive Board. Reports on the 2008 activities, 2009 work plans and presentations on technical issues:

a) Policy and Coordination (Mexico)

b) Cargo Services (Brazil) [Meeting of the TAG on Logistics and Competitiveness (Mexico)]
*

c) Vessel Services (Argentina) [Meeting of the TAG on Navigation Safety (Argentina)]*

d) Port Security (United States) [Meeting of the TAG on Port Security (United States)]*

e) Environmental Port Protection (Venezuela) (Meeting of the TAG on Environmental Port Protection (Venezuela)]*

f) Port Investments  (El Salvador)

g) Port Legislation (Panama)

h) Port Planning and Management (Chile)

i) Statistics, Costs and Tariffs (Peru)

j) Port Development for Cruise Ships (Barbados)

k) Participation of Women in Port Affairs of the Hemisphere (Dominican Republic) 

l) River and Lake Ports (Paraguay)

5. Reports from the Chairs of the Subcommittees of the Executive Board

6. Reports from the Chairs of the Technical Advisory Groups (TAG)

a) TAG on Logistics and Competitiveness (Mexico)

b) TAG on Port Security (United States)

c) TAG on Navigation Safety (Argentina)

d) TAG on Environmental Port Protection (Venezuela)

7. Evaluation of the Technical Advisory Groups

8. Preliminary Project of the Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection

9. CIP Magazine

10. Report on the Third Hemispheric Conference on Port Security (Dominican Republic)

11. Report on the preparatory works for the First Hemispheric Convention on Environmental Port Protection (Brazil)

12. Report on the preparatory works for the First Hemispheric Conference on Port Logistics and Competitiveness (Mexico)

13. Agreement on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance among Inter-American Port Authorities

14. Status of the Port Program of the CIP and the TAGs
15. Updating the Agreement for Cooperation between the OAS and the International Maritime Organization (IMO)

16. Port training activities and the OAS Fellowship Program
17. Place and Date of the Sixth Meeting of the CIP (El Salvador, 2009)

18. Place and Date of the Eleventh Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP (Panama, 2009)

19. Place and Date of the Twelfth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP (Chile, 2010)

20. Place and Date of the Thirteenth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP (Guatemala, 2011)

21. Consideration of resolution proposals

22. Other issues

a) The regulatory framework on cargo movements in the United States: 2007 SAFE Port Act and “10 + 2” Rule
b) City-Port Relations: Next meeting of the International Association Cities and Ports (AIVP)

c) South American Sailing 2010

23. Visit to the Port of Buenos Aires

IV. AUTHORITIES OF THE MEETING


Chair:

           Francisco Pastrana (Mexico)


Vice Chair:  
           Gregory Hall (United States)


Coordinator:
           Ricardo Lujan (Argentina)


Secretary:    
           Carlos M. Gallegos (OAS)

V. PARTICIPANTS

The meeting was attended by delegations from the following Member Countries of the Executive Board: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela. Delegations from other OAS Member States also participated: Bolivia, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominica, Paraguay and Saint Kitts and Nevis. Also attending were the delegation of Spain in its capacity as Permanent Observer to the OAS, and representatives of the following international organisms: Inter-American Development Bank (BID), Caribbean Customs Law Enforcement Council (CCLEC), Andean Development Corporation (CAF), Ibero-American Institute of Maritime Law (IIDM) and the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO). The list of participants is attached as Annex A (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.31/09) to this report.

VI. DOCUMENTS
The list of documents is attached as Annex B (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.01/09) to this report.

VII. PROCEEDINGS


The meeting included a preliminary session of the heads of delegation, an inaugural session, four plenary sessions and the closing session. 

A. Preliminary Session of the Heads of Delegation

The session was held on March 23, 2009, beginning at 08:30 a.m., and was chaired by Mr. Francisco Pastrana, Director of the Secretariat of Communications and Transportation of Mexico and Chair of the CECIP. The purpose of this session was the coordination of several operational aspects of the meeting. After verifying quorum, the Chairman welcomed the participants and asked each representative to introduce himself. He then requested the Executive Secretary to brief on this OAS forum, since there were several representatives attending for the first time. Thereafter, the Executive Secretary gave a brief explanation of the objectives and functions of the CIP and CECIP, and on the current Subcommittees and TAGs, their authorities and work plans, as well as the associate members. He finished with an account of past meetings (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 01/09). 


Subsequently, the Chairman proposed for consideration the following points: 

· Authorities of the meeting: the authorities mentioned in item IV were confirmed.

· Final agenda of the meeting: document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 02/09 rev. 2 corr.1, which is included in item III, was adopted.

· Schedule of the meeting: document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 03/09 rev. 1 was adopted.
· Working group: At the proposal of the Chair, a working group was established for the analysis of the Preliminary Draft of the “Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environment Port Protection” (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 05/09) and to propose a consensual version at the meeting. The group was constituted by Brazil, United States, Panama (Chair), Peru and Venezuela. 

· Order of precedence: It was set forth, beginning with Argentina, the host country, and following the alphabetical order of the Member States in Spanish.

· Deadline for proposals: Wednesday, March 25, 2009 until 03:00 p.m.

· Documents: it was agreed to distribute one printed set of documents per delegation and include all the documents in a CD to be delivered to all participants at the end of the meeting.  
B. Inaugural Session 

It was called to order at 07:30 p.m. on Monday, March 23, 2009 with the participation of Mr. Francisco Pastrana, Chair of the CECIP, Mr. Luis Diez, Auditor of the General Ports Administration (AGP) of Argentina, Mr. Ricardo Lujan, Assistant Secretary of Ports and Navigable Waterways (SPVN) of Argentina, and Mr. Carlos M. Gallegos, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Committee on Ports of the OAS.


Assistant Secretary Mr. Ricardo Lujan welcomed participants and recalled that after 10 years, the CECIP was returning to Buenos Aires with relevant issues, in an environment of significant changes in the global production and exchange systems. He stressed on the participative discussions that were to take place in the Subcommittees and the TAGs in order to overcome the challenges, and promote synergies in the resolutions to be adopted. Finally, he wished them a fruitful and enjoyable stay. 


Secretary Mr. Carlos M. Gallegos highlighted the ongoing interest of the countries in maintaining a forum on the ports in the hemisphere, where they come to consensus and adopt specific work plans. He mentioned that panic was the worst enemy in the international financial crisis that the ports were experiencing, and that the exchange of experiences, the sum of efforts, and the determination of specific work plans that without a doubt would be reached in this meeting, constitute a common front against uncertainty. He concluded by thanking the AGP and the SPVN of Argentina for making possible this important meeting. 


Mr. Francisco Pastrana thanked AGP and SPNV for hosting, once more, the CECIP meeting in Buenos Aires. He stressed this country’s important role in articulating an integrated horizon in the economy, society, the arts, culture and sports. He reiterated his commitment to hemispheric cooperation, including Spain in the CIP activities, which was strengthened six years ago when Mexico assumed the Presidency. He concluded expressing his conviction that these integrated approaches will contribute to overcome the weaknesses seen in the current financial crisis. 


Finally, Mr. Luis Diez said he was honored for the privilege of hosting such an important hemispheric meeting for the second time. He explained that as the first container-port in the country, Buenos Aires was not exempted from the crisis and had experienced a decrease in its monthly operations. However, he stated that despite the serious errors in managing the global crisis that affect them, ports represent the future. He pointed out to solidarity in the port sector as essential to maintaining a positive development and building a better continent faced with the current crisis. He concluded by wishing a successful outcome and opened the meeting. 

C.           First Plenary Session

The session began at 09:00 a.m., on Monday, March 23, 2009, chaired by Mr. Francisco Pastrana, and the following issues were addressed: 

Adoption of the agenda and ratification of the agreements reached during the Preliminary Session of the Heads of Delegation (item 1 of the agenda)


The Executive Board presented and ratified the above mentioned agreements. 
Meetings of the Subcommittees of the Executive Board: Reports on the 2008 activities, 2009 work plans and presentations on technical issues (item 4 of the agenda) 

1.  Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination (Mexico) (item 4 (a) of the agenda)

Mr. Francisco Pastrana, representative of Mexico and Chairman of this Subcommittee, presented a draft agenda, a report on the activities carried out during 2008 and the proposal on the 2009 work plan (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.17/09). Following approval of the agenda, the Chairman reported on the main activities carried out during 2008 and highlighted the following: 

(a) The strengthening of cooperation with international organizations, such as the International Maritime Organization (IMO) with which a cooperation agreement is being updated. The delegate of Brazil highlighted the importance of this agreement and the benefits stemmed from said instrument. He also added the importance of establishing relationships with other financial institutions such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), with which he proposed to establish an agreement based on the studies it develops and the benefits it would imply for the CIP endeavors. Along these lines, the Chairman invited the IDB representative to give his point of view on this proposal. After a brief presentation of his institution, Mr. Fernando Orduz outlined the operational mechanisms for this type of cooperation and offered his assistance in fulfilling this initiative. The Chairman proposed to arrange an informal meeting of a group of representatives of countries interested in discussing with the IDB representative, in order to offer suggestions on this issue. This meeting was attended by delegates of Brazil, Costa Rica, Dominica, El Salvador, Mexico, Peru and Uruguay. Subsequently, the group stated that it was important to establish a formal task relationship between the IDB and the CIP/OAS. Also mentioned were projects of major significance funded by the IDB, such as the IIRSA (Initiative for the Integration of Regional Infrastructure in South America) and the Meso-America Project (formerly the Puebla Panama Plan) involving port infrastructure projects, which are naturally of interest for the CIP. Added to this is the urgent need to establish some sort of mechanism to counteract the destructive effects of natural disasters on port infrastructure, especially in the Caribbean island countries. Finally, the Chairman asked the delegate of Brazil to commence these formal contacts with the IDB in order to establish a relationship with that organization. Mr. Jose N. Gama accepted this designation and suggested that a similar action be taken vis-à-vis the World Bank, adding that the office in Brasilia of said organization applies investment indicators that could be useful for the CIP. The attendees thanked him.

(b) The competitive bidding for the CIP Magazine. He highlighted the magazine’s record and the need to publish it again. He commented that the OAS had already issued an international competitive bidding to choose the new editorial company. Since this topic is addressed in another section of the agenda, he stated that this discussion will be deferred until presentation by the Secretariat, which will report on the procedure to follow, the OAS’ suggestions, and the finalists; this Executive Board would be in charge of recommending the editorial company. 

(c) The relevance of the TAGs and the need to implement recommendations adopted by the CIP (Brazil 2007) to improve their performance. He stressed the importance of having the assistance of private sector members in these Technical Advisory Groups and of the follow-up work, so as to introduce the proposed recommendations in all the TAGs. 

(d) He highlighted the Agreement on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance among Inter-American Port Authorities and the consent to its adoption by 19 Member States, noting that four of them had already ratified it and therefore it was necessary to start implementing the process. He thanked the Secretariat for preparing the document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 06/09, with proposals of mechanisms that would allow a prompt implementation of the above Agreement, which was to be discussed later in the meeting.    
On the 2009 Work Plan, the Chairman stressed on the following activities:  

(a) Follow-up of the meetings scheduled for 2009. The Chairman recalled that there were four CIP meetings scheduled for this year (in addition to this one in Buenos Aires, the meetings pending were the Environmental Port Conference in Foz de Iguazu, July; the VI CIP Meeting in San Salvador, September; and the XI CECIP Meeting in Panama, December), which were considered too many for the remaining nine months. The delegate of Chile proposed that the Secretariat revise this calendar and offer an alternative, in view of the current financial crisis. The delegations of the United States, Brazil, Uruguay, Peru and Dominica seconded the motion. Thereafter, the Chairman presented the proposal to hold the CIP meeting (El Salvador), to postpone the CECIP meeting (Panama) for the first quarter of 2010, and change the Environmental Conference into a Hemispheric Convention, a category that could expedite its execution, reduce its budget dramatically, and ease the work of the CIP. The delegates accepted the proposal. 

(b) Strengthen channels of communication and improve the performance of the CIP’s bodies and meetings. The Chairmanship noted that this issue was this year’s priority, which implied a greater participatory engagement of the delegations. In this regard, the delegations of Brazil, Canada, Chile and the United States presented a document with recommendations concerning the improvement of the organizational aspects of the Subcommittees and TAGs (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 30/09). This document contains proposals regarding the operation and management of the CIP meetings, its Subcommittees and the TAGs. The Chair thanked for the valuable contribution of these delegations and asked this Subcommittee to present a comprehensive document with recommendations for better efficiency and functionality of the CIP meetings at the VI Meeting of the CIP. Subsequently, the members adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 14 (X-09). 

(c) Strengthen the work of the TAGs, help them to comply with the recommendations for their improvement, recruit new associate members, and assist in the completion of each TAG’s web page, among others. He appealed the Chairmen of the TAGs to fulfill their annual work plans, taking into account that there would be an evaluation of such in a few months.

(d) Strengthen cooperation ties with international organizations and agencies and OAS Observer Countries. The Chairman highlighted this issue as central to Mexico’s management since it assumed the CECIP Chairmanship in 2003, and expected to continue and intensify it during its last year in office. He placed priority on relationships with international agencies such as the IMO and Caribbean organizations, and with OAS Observer Countries, such as Spain, France, Portugal, Italy and Russia, among others. He focused on intensifying cooperation in the areas of training and the exchange of information, particularly on best practices for port development.

(e) Approve the Declaration of Panama at the VI Meeting of the CIP. The Chairman stated that this issue was a priority because this valuable document should be the basis for port environmental works in all OAS Member States.   


Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 01 (X-09) related to this Subcommittee’s 2009 Work Plan.  

2. Subcommittee on Cargo Services (Brazil) and the TAG on Logistics and Competitiveness (Mexico) (item 4 (b) of the agenda) 


The Chairman of the Subcommittee on Cargo Services, Mr. José N. Gama, delegate of Brazil, recalled that the logistics and competitiveness sub issue concerning cargoes was a new part of the work of this Subcommittee; therefore this sub issue shall be discussed under the current TAG chaired by Mr. Francisco Pastrana, delegate of Mexico, which is part of this meeting. Thereafter, he proceeded to propose document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.18/09 with the draft agenda, a report on the activities carried out during 2008 by the Subcommittee and the TAG, and the proposals on the 2009 work plans for both. After the agenda was adopted, the Chairman reported on the main activities carried out during 2008 by the Subcommittee and highlighted the following:


The application of concepts such as productivity, excellence, quality and brands of guarantee were promoted to contribute to the competitiveness of companies in the port community by organizing the IX Ibero-American Course on Port Technology, Operations and Environmental Management, held in Santander, Spain, May 2008 (see final report, document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 09/09). 


The Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade of the World Customs Organization (WCO), and the measures advocated by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Services were disseminated among CIP port authorities. 


On the other hand, the delegate of Peru offered the results of the quality brand project carried out in collaboration with other Andean countries, with funds from the Andean Development Corporation (CAF, for its name in Spanish), with the purpose of improving service quality for users.

Following, Mr. Pastrana referred to the activities carried out by the TAG in 2008, stressing on the following:

A Seminar on the Port as a Logistics Platform, held in Lima in December 2007 (included in the report of the IX CECIP Meeting), the advisory services and information provided to Member Countries, including the logistics and competitiveness component in national and regional seminars and courses, and finally, the TAG web page promotion, the recruitment of a new TAG associate member (the Asociación de Terminales y Operadores Portuarios de Mexico), and the confirmation of Mr. Antonio Moreno of ICAVE as the TAG Vice Chairman.


Thereafter, Chairman Gama presented the proposal on the 2009 work plan for this Subcommittee, including two courses (Operations, Technology and Environmental Management in Spain, and another in Brazil on An Information Platform for Port Communities). Furthermore, to continue with the dissemination of the WCO’s Framework of Standards. In addition, Mr. Pastrana presented the 2009 work plan for the TAG that included: the organization of the Convention on Port Logistics and Competitiveness for 2010, to intensify cooperation among its members and associate members, updating the database, improving the web page, increasing the number of associate members, and finally holding a seminar on the crisis and impact in ports (held at this meeting). 


Subsequently, the Executive Board approved Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 02 (X-09) related to this Subcommittee’s 2009 Work Plan. 

3. Subcommittee on Vessel Services (Argentina) [Meeting of the TAG on Navigation Safety (Argentina)] (item 4 (c) of the agenda) 


The Chair of this Subcommittee and TAG, Mr. Ricardo Luján of SPVN of Argentina proposed document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.19/09 with the draft agenda, a report on the activities carried out in 2008 by the Subcommittee and the TAG, and the proposals on the 2009 work plans for both.


Once the agenda was adopted, the Chairman proposed to re-elect Mr. Valentin Moran of Consorcio de Gestion de Puerto de Bahia Blanca (Argentina), associate member, as Vice-Chairman of the TAG on Navigation Safety, which was unanimously accepted. He also thanked the technical support of Norcontrol IT, another TAG associate member, for its contribution in aspects of maritime signaling and its participation in this meeting.  


With regards to the activities carried out in 2008 by the Subcommittee and related TAG, he highlighted the issue of training and identified the following priority areas: port engineering and security, cargo manipulation, operators and overseers of Vessel Traffic Services (VTS), ports’ state control inspector, the ISPS code and beacon inspectors. He indicated that the Argentinean Naval Prefecture has developed extensive training through courses related to the technology applied to port management and navigation control, as well as port protection issues. 


On new technologies applicable to the sea routes, Mr. Sebastian Garcia of Hidrovia S.A., a concessionaire of the access channel to the port of Buenos Aires, lectured on the navigational aid systems in the Plata River. He explained that in 1995 and prior to the concession, in the 200 kms between the Port of Buenos Aires and the Ocean, signs were inadequate (just buoys), there was not enough draft (some 24 feet), together with an obsolete design to hold panamax and bigger ships. Subsequently, the access of ships was during daylight only. As a result of the investment and continuous maintenance of the ways, today there is adequate signaling (buoys, beacons, and automatic identification systems), sufficient draft (36 feet) and a transit design that allows two-way traffic and complementary areas for waiting, maneuvering and crossing of vessels, and boarding and disembarkation of pilots. The channel has been certified with ISO 9000, and it is a significant contribution to commerce for the security it provides to navigation (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 02/09). 


Captain Borrelli of the Cámara de Actividades de Practicaje y Pilotaje of Argentina spoke on the use of complementary resources for the better utilization of the main waterway from Santa Fe, on the Parana River down to the Ocean. He mentioned that this way has a 34-feet draft with basic beacon and navigation control, provided by a modern Vessel Traffic System that handles a good number of terminals with dissimilar features along the way. He stressed on the fact that the size and number of vessels and barges that use this way exceed the current capacity; thus resulting in an increase in freight charge, the need to complete cargo, added to delays and an increasing risk of accidents that impact the environment. For this reason, he recommended the use of digital cartography, under keel clearance control systems during navigation, the use of tugboats for maneuvers in specific areas, and training of pilots; in addition to the necessary deepening of the main waterway to 36 feet together with adequate beaconing, stating that these additions can contribute to reducing the volume of dredged material (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 03/09).


Finally, Lieutenant-Commander Carlos Villareal referred to the Integrated Operations Management System (SIGO for its name in Spanish) that monitors the real time of vessels in areas controlled by the Naval Prefecture along the waterways. He mentioned that the purpose was to increase navigational and port facilities’ security (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 04/09).


With regards to the 2009 work plan, the Chairman placed priority on the following issues: the strengthening of communication and the flow of information among members; continue with the dissemination of technological advancements for navigational security, such as the operating simulation models between the Member States. He also stressed the need to analyze the economic impact of navigation control standards.


Subsequently, the delegate of Peru reported that navigation on the Amazon rivers was in its initial stages and he hoped to establish waterways with the assistance of more advanced countries, such as Argentina and Brazil. The delegate of Chile noted the convenience of preparing a cadastre of simulators and specialized software used for navigation security; carry out the electronic transmission of data to facilitate vessel reception under the IMO related agreement; and execute the control of ballast water discharged by bulk and ore carriers.


Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 03 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan for this Subcommittee and TAG.  

4. Subcommittee on Port Security (United States) [Meeting of the TAG on Port Security] (item 4 (d) of the agenda)

The Chairman of the Subcommittee and related TAG, Mr. Gregory Hall, delegate of the United States, presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.20/09 with a draft agenda, a report on the activities completed during 2008 by the Subcommittee and the TAG, and proposals on the 2009 work plans for both.


Mr. Jose Lozano, delegate of the Dominican Republic, summarized the III Hemispheric Conference on Port Security held in Punta Cana, the Dominican Republic, last April. He stressed the significant representation of the Member Countries, the number of participants and the outstanding level of the technical presentations. Thereafter, Mr. Diego Sepulveda of the CIP Secretariat summarized the main technical aspects of the event, which are included in document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.28/09.


The activities proposed for 2009 were then analyzed. First was the establishment of a closer relationship with the IMO and fostering cooperation with WCO and PAHO, in order to have global and full coverage protection. In addition, coordination will be needed among the Member Countries to foster the promotion of the Maritime Safety and Security Information System (MSSIS) and the development of the Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), under the scope of the OAS, to assist in the exchange of information and to ensure maritime security. 


Admiral German Rojas, Director of the Judicial Police, Maritime Protection and Ports of Argentina, lectured on the current situation of maritime protection in his country. He reported on the regulations that incorporate the ISPS code. He highlighted the continuous improvement approach, which in addition to the audits prescribed by the code, also includes tighter controls that are progressively implemented in the already certified facilities. He also mentioned the expansion of the number of facilities subject to said code to improve port protection, economic competitiveness and global planning (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 05/09). 


Mr. Osvaldo Seveso of the Uruguayan Coast Guard explained that this entity is responsible for implementing the ISPS code in his country for which the Maritime Protection Secretariat was created, together with the establishment of a “Safe Port” Convention with Customs and the National Ports Administration. He referred to the challenges that threaten maritime security and the requirements needed for the implementation of the ISPS Code (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 36/09)


Ms. Gail Anderson, delegate of Canada, mentioned that her country established a working group to coordinate the activities of up to 17 government agencies responsible of maritime and port security, and established a protection program that also incorporated terminal operators and port employees. A cooperation program was developed with countries of the hemisphere, having contributed to the development of protection capacity in Jamaica and more recently in Mexico. This program determined a list of best practices for protection. She also noted that her country is 100% committed to implementing the ISPS Code. 


Subsequently, Lieutenant Katiuska Pabon of the United States Coast Guard presented the MSSIS, an irrefutable information system that provides information in near real-time, coded and protected through a password determined by the Automatic Identification System (AIS) of ships, aircrafts and ground facilities. The information is shared with the aim of improving decision-making processes, while the cost of participation is extremely low. She explained in detail three possible steps to establish maritime awareness: promote the exchange of information, advance policies to improve the exchange of information and align the investments of resources, and the use of technology to increase access to information (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 06/09).

Mr. Ignacio Ibáñez of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE for its name in Spanish) of the OAS, reported on the activity in ports that was carried out by this agency, on the funds used from the Canadian cooperation for the dissemination of the ISPS Code, and on drill exercises of simulated crisis management completed in Colombia, Peru and Trinidad and Tobago. He spoke of the 115 activities completed during 2008, where 2700 people participated.  He reported that recently and in collaboration with the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), a Manual of Maritime Security Drills and Exercises for Port Facilities is being translated, which will be used in the corresponding training (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 07/09).


Among other aspects covered in the meeting, the Chairman of the Subcommittee/TAG proposed the delegation of Argentina as Vice Chairman, a motion that was accepted by the representatives. He also asked the Secretariat to report on the financial situation of the TAG. The need and importance of attracting associate members to strengthen the TAGs’ activities was unanimously approved. Finally, the Chairman thanked the participants and adjourned the meeting. Thereafter, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 04 (X-09), related to the 2009 Work Plan for this Subcommittee and TAG.

5. Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection (Venezuela) [Meeting of the TAG on Environmental Port Protection (Venezuela)] (item 4 (e) of the agenda) 


The Chairwoman of the Subcommittee and related TAG, Ms. Katherine Bogadi, delegate of Venezuela, presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 29/09 with the draft agenda of this meeting, a report of the activities carried out in 2008 by the Subcommittee and the TAG, and the proposals on the 2009 work plans for both. Subsequently, she proposed Panama as Vice Chair of the TAG, which was re-elected by unanimous vote.


Thereafter, she highlighted the activities completed in 2008 on: the compilation of the required information for an environmental profile of the ports in the hemisphere, status and contingency plans. She mentioned that the progress had been limited because only 10 out of 34 Member States (29%) had responded, of which 23% had provided information on contingency plans and 6% on environmental profile of the ports in the hemisphere. She noted that among the information gathered, there is a number of calculated indicators but of little significance for a hemispheric analysis, due to the small sample received. Along these lines, she exhorted the delegates to continue with this task and submit the required information.


The Lieutenant-Commander of Argentina, Carlos Elizaran, explained the contingency plans and facilities for waste reception in the ports, the regulation that incorporates the International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response, and Co-operation (OPRC 1990) of the IMO, as well as the operational aspects of the plans required for ships and facilities (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 08/09). 


The delegate of Panama, Ms. Zoila Yanisselli, as Vice Chairwoman of the TAG, reported on the activities completed last year, such as the IX Ibero-American Course on Port Technology, Operations and Environmental Management (Santander, Spain) (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 09/09); a Seminar on ISO 14001 on Environmental Management Systems: Application and Audit in Bridgetown, Barbados, last December (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.14/09); and the actions for the approval of draft guidelines on environmental port protection (see document CIDI/ CECIP-X/doc.05/09).


As for the proposals on the 2009 work plans of this Subcommittee and TAG, they include the following: to continue gathering the required information for the port environmental profile, as well as contingency plans of the Member Countries; promote compliance by the signatory countries of the International Conventions related to marine environment protection: MARPOL 73/78 and the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments; promote and distribute the “Guidelines on Port Environmental Conduct” (see document CIDI/CECIP/Res. 05 (X-09)); and hold the First Hemispheric Convention on Environmental Port Protection in July 2009 in Foz de Iguazu, Brazil, among others. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 05 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee and TAG.   

6. Subcommittee on Port Investments (El Salvador) (item 4 (f) of the agenda)


The Chairman of this Subcommittee, Mr. Carlos Borja, delegate of El Salvador, presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 21/09 with a draft agenda, a report of the activities completed during 2008 and the proposal on the 2009 work plan. After adopting the agenda, the Chairman explained that the ambitious goals set for last year had not been met and that this years’ were more realistic.


On the inventory of port investments in Central America, Engineer Ms. Maria Isabel Fernandez of Guatemala, referred to the great activity being developed in this region, and highlighted the completion of works in the new port of Union in El Salvador, in December 2008; the plans to endow the Caribbean seashore of Nicaragua with port facilities at Monkey Point; the expansion of the port complex of Limon-Moin in Costa Rica; and ongoing investments in both Panamanian coasts (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 09/09). 


Thereafter, a discussion took place on this subject and the following aspects were noted: the effects of the global financial crisis on port expansion plans, an example being the suspension of the Punta Colonet project in Baja California (Mexico); the need to maintain a non-speculative port offer, especially in countries with an investment deficit, and the need to involve the private sector in order to meet logistics efficiency; the importance of coordinating with other entities, such as the IDB in drafting a realistic inventory of investments similar to that which the institution has completed, assessing the situation of investments planned under IIRSA (Initiative for the Integration of Regional Infrastructure in South America), including port investments; finally, the preference of the public-private mixed enterprise modality on concessions to undertake port investments was discussed, which has been applied in recent successful experiences in several countries in the region.


The 2009 work plan for this Subcommittee was then presented. This plan included: the elaboration of geographic scenarios of infrastructure investment for the ports located in maritime and river fronts of the corridors provided for by the IIRSA initiative, and a diagnosis on scenarios of investment in port infrastructures compatible with the sectorial investments contemplated in the Mesoamerica Project. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 06 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee.
7. Subcommittee on Port Legislation (Panama)  (item 4 (g) of the agenda) 


The Chairman of this Subcommittee, Mr. Fernando Solórzano, delegate of Panama, presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 22/09 with a draft agenda, a report of the activities carried out in 2008, and the proposal on the 2009 work plan. 


With regards to the advancements carried out in 2008, Dr. Ana Brunet of the Ibero- American Institute of Maritime Law (IIDM for its name in Spanish), presented the Model Law of Ports. She explained that this was a frame of reference to bear in mind when revising several and complex items involving the modernization and expansion of the port system of a country (for instance, national and local issues, concerning regulations, city-harbor planning, coastal management areas, labor issues, etc.), and that it also points out aspects where decision-making takes place, and recommendations are given for such purpose (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 10/09). She brought up the convenience of mapping, which is implied in the Model Law, and to supplement it with specific cases and of particular impact. She also highlighted other concepts such as opportunity, especially in cases where concessions are terminated and must be renewed, and the numerous available options under regulatory frameworks for public and private participation. 


Thereafter, Mr. Eduardo Olea of ABS Consulting, presented a frame of reference and guidelines for industrial security plans in the ports, and continued clarifying the concept of security, in Spanish and in English: industrial safety (seguridad industrial) that seeks safe productive processes and accident free for workers, teams, materials and environment; and security (protección), in the sense of avoiding losses caused by volunteer acts of aggression against life and property (for example, terrorism). Then, he focused on the first definition of the term and noted the importance of enforcing the standard of the International Labour Organization (ILO) (Convention 152 on safety and health in dock work), of the IMO (the IMDG Code for dangerous goods, convention on the safety of containers, etc.), and the OHSAS 18000 (an industrial and occupational health safety management system) in companies of the port sector. He stated that omissions and negligence in industrial safety plans are onerous for the company as well as for the workers. Occupational accidents and illnesses represent between five and ten percent of the gross income of workers, and it is vital to pay attention to this issue (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 11/09).


Subsequently, the Chairman proposed the 2009 work plan for the Subcommittee that included: the compilation of port laws, port regulations and other administrative rules from the Member States, the drafting of frames of reference in terms of the requirements that administrations must enforce on waste reception companies, an analysis of the rules and regulations on waste reception at the entry of vessels into ports, as well as the development of guidelines to prepare the Model Law of Ports in coordination with the IIDM. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 07 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee.
8. Subcommittee on Port Planning and Management (Chile)  (item 4 (h) of the agenda) 


The Chairman of the Subcommittee, Mr. Andres Rengifo, delegate of Chile, presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 23/09 with a draft agenda, a report of the activities carried out during 2008, and the proposal on the 2009 work plan. After the adoption of the agenda, the Chairman mentioned that among the 2008 activities, there were four courses and seminars in the following areas: II Course on Port Management, Dominican Republic (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 10/09); International Seminar on Strategic Port Management: a tool for development ten years after modernization, Chile (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.11/09); International Seminar on Management of Agricultural Food Port Terminals: technologies and economic impact, Panama (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 12/09); and the XIII Ibero-American Course on Port Management, Madrid (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 08/09). The Chairman highlighted the importance of training, which was a pivotal factor of last year’s work. He also thanked the companies that sponsored these courses, and the CIP Secretariat for the work completed.


Subsequently, the Chairman presented the proposal on the 2009 work plan, which includes: the III Course on Port Management in the Dominican Republic, the XIV Ibero-American Course on Port Management in Spain, and promote the creation and maintenance of a group of port experts to provide advisory services to this Subcommittee. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 08 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee.

9. Subcommittee on Statistics, Costs and Tariffs (Peru)  (item 4 (i) of the agenda)


The Chairman of the Subcommittee, Admiral Frank Boyle, delegate of Peru, presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 24/09 with a draft agenda, a report on the activities carried out during 2008, and the proposal on the 2009 work plan. After adopting the agenda, the Chairman presented the report, and with regards to the 200 activities of this Subcommittee, the following printed documents were distributed: “Design of the Methodology for Establishing and Applying Port Tariffs” and “Application for the accreditation of experts in statistics, costs and tariffs” (see documents CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 33/09 and CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 34/09, respectively). There were some interventions: the delegate of Chile stressed the need to reach an agreement as to the objective of these statistics, since there seems to be duplication as to what was agreed in the Subcommittee on Port Investments. The delegate of Dominica requested information of specific studies on statistics, particularly those presented in the meeting. Finally, the delegate of Mexico made available a methodology to develop tariffs on the basis of productivity (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 35/09).


Thereafter, Ms. Ana Rey, Accountant and Manager of Trade and Finance of the National Ports Administration of Uruguay, presented the ABC cost system, a tool for port management. She explained that it was possible to set a rational allocation of indirect costs incurred in the provision of services through the distribution of activities using cost tracers, and then allocating the costs of the activities to the costs of objects through activity tracers. As the costs of objects are directly related with business units and tariffs, this is a powerful tool for business management (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 13/09).


Subsequently, the Chairman presented the proposal on the 2009 work plan that foresees the need to compile information from the Member States with regards to: the main factors that constitute port cost overruns affecting foreign trade of the Member States; the methods used for establishing and setting port tariffs in public-private container terminals; the tariff system (structure and levels) applied to basic port services in licensed container terminals; and finally, annual port statistics. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 09 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee.

10. Subcommittee on Port Development for Cruise Ships (Barbados) (item 4 (j) of the agenda)


Mr. Bennoit Bardouille, delegate of Dominica, chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chairman (Barbados) and Vice-Chair (Honduras) of this Subcommittee. He presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 25/09 with a draft agenda, a report on the activities carried out in 2008 and the proposal on the 2009 work plan. After adopting the agenda, the Chairman reported on the activities carried out in 2008 by the Subcommittee, highlighting the Seminar on ISO 14001 Environmental Management Systems: Application and Audit, in Barbados (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.14/09).    


Thereafter, the following interventions were offered: the delegate of Chile noted the need to provide appealing routes for customers from the Northern hemisphere. The delegate of Dominica stressed the importance of developing an informal contact with the shipping companies that plan routes; and thus, have the chance of providing new routes so countries can avoid restrictions from U.S. visas.

Subsequently, Mr. Jorge Cholvis, General Manager of the General Ports Administration of Argentina, lectured on the situation of the cruise business in the port of Buenos Aires. The figures reveal a business in continuous expansion: in the last ten years, the number of ships doubled to almost 100 per year, the number of passengers quadrupled to nearly 200,000, and for this year, it is expected to increase by 50%. The ships are attended by TRP, a concessionaire, and there is a passenger terminal with eight counters and capacity for 2,000 people, 20 small busses and 50 taxis.  In addition, the dock has supplementary capacity for this traffic (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 14/09).


The Chairman then presented the proposal on the 2009 activities that foresees a course on ISO 14000: Environmental Management Systems for non-English Member Countries to be hosted by a non-English Member State, and a course on Branding for Cruise Destinations for English-speaking Caribbean countries, to be held in Dominica. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 10 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee.

11. Subcommittee on the Participation of Women in Port Affairs of the Hemisphere (Dominican Republic) (item 4 (k) of the agenda) 


Ms. Lludelis Espinal, delegate of the Dominican Republic, presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 26/09 with the draft agenda, reports on the activities carried out during 2008, and the proposal on the 2009 work plan. After adopting the agenda, she reported on the activities completed during 2008, stressing on the creation of a database per country and at a hemispheric level of the women working in a port environment; the continuous relationship with education and training centers of the hemisphere and Spain; the possibility of drawing up a Memorandum of Understanding to increase women’s participation in events on port training. On the former, the Chairman reported on the limited information received to support the database. On the training aspect, she identified some regional centers with which the CIP can establish relationships (Fidena of Mexico, and some Spanish training institutions, among others). With regards to the discussion of these issues, the conclusion reached was to continue preparing and compiling information for the database (focal points). On this matter, the delegates of Chile and Dominica reiterated their interest in the efforts of the Subcommittee. The other conclusion referred to the good disposition to agree on Memorandums of Understanding on training, together with the idea of not discriminating, i.e. only women, when allocating quotas based on gender in the training events sponsored by different entities. 


Subsequently, the proposal on the 2009 activities was presented, and the need to complete the network of women designated to carry out the activities of this Subcommittee in their countries was highlighted. Furthermore, the convenience of holding a regional seminar on the inclusion of women in the maritime port sector employment, to be carried out in Uruguay, and a course on the challenges of women in ports in the Dominican Republic were established. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 11 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee.

12. Subcommittee on River and Lake Ports (Paraguay) (item 4 (l) of the agenda)


The Chairman of the Subcommittee, Mr. Albino Gonzalez, delegate of Paraguay, presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 27/09, with the draft agenda, a report on the activities carried out in 2008, and the proposal on the 2009 work plan. After adopting the agenda, the Chairman noted that the only activity held during the past year was the International Seminar on the Development of River Ports and Waterways, held in Iquitos, Peru (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 13/09). He thanked in this regard the APN of Peru, and the delegate of that country made an extensive presentation on the activity. 


Thereafter, the proposal on the 2009 activities was presented and it only included creating an inventory of navigable rivers, in relation to the number and type of ports, and regional and national fleets, with the purpose of fostering the navigation of rivers to make them navigable waterways. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/Res. 12 (X-09) related to the 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee. 

Visit to the Port of Buenos Aires (item 23 of the agenda)


In the afternoon of Tuesday, March 24, 2009, a visit to the facilities of the Port of Buenos Aires and the Rio Santiago Shipyard was scheduled. The delegations were divided into two groups. In the Port of Buenos Aires, a tour to the port facilities was completed, specifically to the container terminals, followed by a tour to the Traffic Control Center of Rio de la Plata (CONTRASE by its name in Spanish) that is under the Coast Guard of Argentina; the other group visited the Rio Santiago Shipyard and had the opportunity to visit the areas dedicated to naval construction and repairs. 

D. Second Plenary Session

The session opened at 09:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 under the Chairmanship of Mr. Francisco Pastrana, President of the CECIP, and the following points were discussed:


Report from the Chair of the Executive Board of the CIP (Mexico) (item 2 of the agenda)


The President of the CECIP presented an assessment of the last six years’ management in which the delegation of Mexico took charge of such important responsibility, and noted that the new board shall take over the CIP command in its next meeting. Furthermore, he highlighted the following points: the strengthening of the CIP forum through the numerous meetings held, and the active involvement of the Member States; the introduction of new matters on port issues with a significant impact in the industry, such as logistics, investments and women’s participation in ports, and the reinforcement of new matters such as protection, planning and management; the tasks carried out by the Technical Advisory Groups and the Subcommittees, which at different levels, have made important contributions in fulfilling their objectives; the preparation and adoption of the 2008-2011 Work Plan  that guides the CIP’s performance; the training events that have constituted an important hemispheric quota of this Committee, and through which more than one thousand port employees, in average, have been trained; the specialized conferences held in areas such as safety and security, as well as in environmental protection that have become icons of the CIP and the hemisphere; the strengthening of port cooperation where progress on the Agreement on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance between the Inter-American Port Authorities can be highlighted; the participation of the Puertos del Estado; the important agreements signed with several agencies and national, regional and international organizations (IMO, AAPA, IAPH, PIANC, CSA, PMAC, among others); and the means of dissemination of the ports of the hemisphere through the mechanism of the CIP, its web page, magazine and newsletters. He concluded his presentation by expressing his conviction that the relationships between the countries and people had been strengthened, and that his delegation was highly honored for having chaired the CIP’s development. He thanked and congratulated the Secretariat for their outstanding and valuable efforts.

Report from the CIP Secretariat (item 3 of the agenda)

The Secretary presented this report that is contained in document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 04/09 and stressed the projects and activities carried out by the CIP Secretariat in 2008, geared towards fulfilling the 2008-2011 CIP Work Plan, particularly the activities included in the 2008 Work Plans of the 12 Subcommittees of the Executive Board, and corresponding Technical Advisory Groups. He highlighted how the activities that were carried out contributed to the achievement of the main objectives of the CIP, such as: Strengthening the Inter-American port dialogue (three meetings in the Dominican Republic). Training (with seven courses on port matters, one in each of the following countries Barbados, Chile, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic and two in Spain, together with an online course, having trained a total of 484 officers of the sector and granted 84 scholarships). The provision of direct technical assistance (through the execution of a project with external funding that assists the port, customs and trade in the Dominican Republic). Development of regional port cooperation (through the signing of Memorandums of Understanding with Le Havre Port, the Caribbean Shipping Association (CSA) and the Port Management Association of the Caribbean (PMAC), having sponsored a number of events with other institutions). Finally, disseminating and promoting the ports in the hemisphere (through the web page of the CIP, the newsletter, news, the CIP Magazine, and online information).

Reports from the Chairs of the Subcommittees of the Executive Board (item 5 of the agenda)

The Chair of the CECIP said that in previous days, during the meetings of the Subcommittees, their reports and activities had been widely discussed (item 4 of the agenda).  Given that all delegations present had participated in these meetings, he proposed that it was not necessary to listen to them again. Therefore, he proposed to consider these reports as already discussed. The delegations seconded this motion. 

Reports from the Chairs of the Technical Advisory Groups (TAG) (item 6 of the agenda)


The Chair of the CECIP said that in previous days, during the meetings of the 4 TAGs (jointly with their corresponding Subcommittee), their reports and activities were widely discussed (item 4 of the agenda). Given that all delegations present had participated in these meetings, he proposed that it was not necessary to listen to them again. Therefore, he proposed to consider these reports as already discussed. The delegations seconded this motion. 

Evaluation of the Technical Advisory Groups (item 7 of the agenda)

The Chair reported on his consultation with the members of the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination who are responsible of this matter, and indicated that based on the reports presented, they concluded that the activities of the four TAGs in 2008 had been satisfactory. However, he stated that their actions should be intensified in 2009, promoting the incorporation of a greater number of associate members (private sector), providing wider dissemination of their activities, and implementing the recommendations adopted by the Committee (Brazil 2007). He concluded stressing the need to revise the concept and the number of TAGs and their relationship with the Subcommittees and their role, which was seconded by the delegates of the United States, Canada, Chile, among others.

CIP Magazine (item 9 of the agenda)


The Secretary presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 15/09 on this matter and recalled that in 2008, faced with the bankruptcy of Latin Trade, then the editorial company of the CIP Magazine, the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination (April 2008), on behalf of the Executive Board, instructed the Secretariat to open this position for international bidding. In this regard, he stated that the Office of Procurement of the OAS General Secretariat had proceeded with said bidding and that at closing, two of the submitted bids met the required technical specifications. The first, an Argentinean company, Anuario Portuario y Maritimo – Global Ports guaranteed earnings of $3000 per issue for a 36-page magazine and of $5000 in the case of additional pages. The second, an American company, Seaports Publication Group, guaranteed $500 plus 20% of the earnings once the net advertisement threshold of $60,000 had been reached. The Committee analyzed the bids, both technically and economically, and taking into account the difficulty and the costs it would take to verify the amount of the eventual earnings of the company, adopted by consensus the offer made by the Argentinean company that offered fixed earnings, and recommended a Magazine with a minimum of 40 pages. Finally, the Executive Board adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 16 (X-09) related to the CIP Magazine.

Agreement on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance among Inter-American Port Authorities (item 13 of the agenda)


The Secretariat presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.06/09 that states that 19 Member States have consented to be a part of the agreement, of which four have ratified it (Argentina, Ecuador, Mexico and Peru); nine were in different national instances for their endorsement and six had to make some amendments to the process of consent. Based on this, the agreement is already effective in four States that have ratified it. In this regard, and according to instructions of the Executive Board, the Secretariat presented the instruments that will help them with the implementation of the above mentioned agreement, such as creating a national office of liaison, appoint an officer in charge of implementing the agreement, have a national web page together with the CIP’s, in addition to an exchange of studies and information, a list of port experts, and training events, among others. The delegates of the four countries agreed to the recommendations contained in that document. The President congratulated the delegates of these countries and exhorted them to comply with the recommendations.


Updating the Agreement for Cooperation between the OAS and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) (item 15 of the agenda)


The Secretariat presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.16/09 and reported that they were in the process of updating the existing cooperation agreement signed between the OAS and the IMO in 1974. He added that the parties agreed on a preliminary basis, in a text included in this document, the same that was forwarded to the IMO for approval procedure. The delegates of Brazil and the United States noted the relevance of the updating of this document and the significance of signing it as soon as possible.

    Port training activities and the OAS Fellowship Program (item 16 of the agenda) 


The Chairman gave a brief view of the wide training program of the CIP and seized the opportunity to acknowledge the assistance of a number of institutions that facilitated their implementation, among them, the Puertos del Estado of Spain. Furthermore, he mentioned that the OAS Department of Scholarships had adopted the resolution not to assign resources to fund scholarships covering flight tickets for participants of the courses of the port sector, organized jointly with Puertos del Estado, as it has done before. The arguments given by this Department were totally ungrounded and wrong. He stressed the high contribution given by the Puertos del Estado and the disregard of this contribution by the OAS. The representative of Spain expressed his disappointment for such decision, which affected the effectiveness of the considerable training provided by his country. Several delegates stressed the urgency of restoring the support given by the OAS Department of Scholarships. Finally, the President proposed that each national port authority report this problem to their Chancellery and in turn, the latter should instruct their respective Missions before the OAS to procure reversion of this decision by the Department of Scholarships, so as to assign the resources to cover the scholarships for participants to port sector courses.  

Other Issues (item 22 of the agenda)

a. The regulatory framework on cargo movements in the United States: 2007 SAFE Port Act and “10+2” Rule (item 22 a of the agenda)


The U.S. delegate, Mr. Gregory Hall reported on the regulations contained in the 2007 SAFE Port Act and “10+2” Rule. He also provided information from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) on new demandable requirements for U.S.A.-bound cargoes. He explained that a 100% change is foreseen, from scanning to screening; thus, less attention on physical examination and a greater focus on screening through risk analysis, bearing in mind anticipated information supplied by traders and shippers.  


Subsequently, the delegate of Saint Kitts and Nevis stressed the need to examine in detail the impact of the measures implemented by the United States in the economies of small Caribbean island countries, which was endorsed by the delegations of Dominica and Mexico. The delegate of Guatemala requested clarification regarding the customs mechanism, which requires that scanned images be sent from the port of origin to the United States. The delegate of Ecuador asked whether the examinations made on cargo in the United States are properly coordinated between the government agencies, such as customs control, phytosanitary, drug control, etc. so as to avoid duplicating efforts. The delegate of Chile reported that the American authorities that inspected the Chilean ports have established the procurement of equipment, such as magnetic arcs for the control of hand carriages, already available in cruise ships, meaning duplicating controls and implying an additional cost for port operations for that purchase. The delegate of Mexico requested information on the future of screening aimed at searching weapons of mass destruction and radioactive material. Faced with numerous questions, Mr. Hall added that he did not have a response to all of them, but asked the delegates to send these questions and any additional ones by e-mail (greg.hall@dot.gov), in order to provide the correct answers. Finally, the delegate of Brazil highlighted the importance of this issue, and proposed that the next CIP meeting include in the agenda a detailed presentation on the measures present in the United States to protect cargo and individuals, to be conducted by an expert of that country. The delegates seconded the motion.

b.  City-Port Relations: Next meeting of the International Association Cities and Ports (AIVP) (item 22 b of the agenda)


Mr. Roberto Converti, of the International Association Cities and Ports (AIVP for its name in French) gave a brief overview of the objectives and tasks of the AIVP and promoted its XII Conference, to be held in Buenos Aires and Rosario (2010) with the sponsorship of the Sub-secretariat for Ports and Navigable Waterways of Argentina (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 15/09).


c.  South American Sailing 2010 (item 22 c of the agenda)



The Vice-Admiral of Argentina, Julio Vara, presented the event South American Sailing 2010, which will be the first Latin American event of big sailing boats organized by the Argentinean and Chilean Navies. The vessels will leave from Rio de Janeiro on February 2nd, passing through Mar del Plata, Buenos Aires, Cape of Hornos and Talcahuano, among other places, and will reach Veracruz on June of that year (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 17/09).

Preliminary Project of the Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection (item 8 of the agenda)


The delegate of Panama recalled that as a result of the I Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Protection (Panama, April 2007), the basis was set for a proposal on the Declaration of Panama: the Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection. Subsequently, the Secretary reported that based on that document, the Executive Board (Lima, December 2007) had prepared a consensual text that was adopted on that occasion. The document was submitted for consideration of all the Member States and some had issued formal comments. He added that the Secretariat had compiled the comments received in a document presented at that meeting (document CECIP/doc. 34/07). He recalled that to analyze the document and attempt to solve these differences, the Chairman of that meeting had created a working group formed by the delegates of Brazil, Ecuador, United States, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Surinam and Uruguay. Afterwards, the delegate of Panama, who chaired the working group, reported having reached consensus on the document’s text (CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.05/09 Rev. 1), which was distributed and discussed in detail. The delegates approved the document that became the draft Declaration submitted to the Committee for ratification. Finally, the delegates adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 13 (X-09).

Report on the Third Hemispheric Conference on Port Security (Dominican Republic) (item 10 of the agenda)


The Secretariat presented document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 28/09 on this subject, and highlighted the presentations, the remarkable participation of the Member States and the international organizations, the cooperation of the Dominican Port Authority and the recommendations submitted. The Delegates thanked the host country and the Secretariat for the event’s organization.


Report on the preparatory works for the First Hemispheric Convention on Environmental Port Protection (Brazil) (item 11 of the agenda)

The delegate of Brazil summarized the commitment to host this event in his country. Subsequently, the representative of the Port Authority of Paranagua and Antonina (APPA), Mr. Luis Alberto de Paula Cesar, reported on the preliminary arrangements to hold such important event in Foz de Iguazu, State of Parana, Brazil on July 21-25, 2009. The Chairman then noted the recommendation of the Subcommittee of Policy and Coordination of limiting the official meetings during the year, considering it advisable to call it the First Hemispheric Convention on Environmental Port Protection.  The delegates thanked the representative of Brazil and the APPA and later adopted resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 18 (X-09).


Report on the preparatory works for the First Hemispheric Conference on Port Logistics and Competitiveness (Mexico) (item 12 of the agenda)


The delegate of Mexico confirmed the invitation to host the First Hemispheric Conference on Port Logistics and Competitiveness in 2010, in Manzanillo (Mexico). The delegates thanked him and then adopted Resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES.19 (X-09).


Status of the Port Program of the CIP and the TAGs (item 14 of the agenda)

The Secretary referred to document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.07/09 “Financial Statements of the 2008 CIP Projects” that includes the status of the Port Program of the CIP and the trust funds of the Technical Advisory Groups. For each one, he reported minutely on the income, expenditures and balances. He also explained that these accounts were audited by external auditors of Ernst & Young, pursuant to OAS procedures. The Chairman recalled the need for port authorities to make timely payments and reminded the countries with outstanding fees (Colombia, Bolivia and Guyana) to comply with these negative balances. He recalled the policy established of limiting training assistance to those countries that are not up to date with their fees. After a full discussion, the document was approved and the Executive Board adopted resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 17 (X-09).

Place and Date of the Sixth Meeting of the CIP (El Salvador, 2009) (item 17 of the agenda)


The delegate of El Salvador requested time until the end of June 2009 to confirm the date of the Sixth Meeting of the CIP, officially planned for September of this year, considering that a new administration will take on the government, beginning June 1, 2009 (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 16/09). The delegates thanked him and then adopted resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 20 (X-09).


Place and Date of the Eleventh Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP (Panama, 2009) (item 18 of the agenda)

The delegate of Panama reported on the offer made by the Maritime Authority of Panama (AMP for its name in Spanish) to organize the Eleventh Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP. The delegates thanked him and later adopted resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 21 (X-09).


 Place and Date of the Twelfth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP (Chile, 2010) (item 19 of the agenda)


The delegate of Chile reported on the offer by his Government to organize the Twelfth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP in 2010. The delegates thanked him and later adopted resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 22 (X-09).


Place and Date of the Thirteenth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP (Guatemala, 2011) (item 20 of the agenda)


The delegate of Guatemala reported on the offer by the National Port Commission (CPN for its name in Spanish) to organize the Thirteenth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP in 2011. The delegates thanked him and later adopted resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 23 (X-09).

E. Third Plenary Session 


The session commenced Wednesday, March 25, 2009, at 03:00 p.m. under the Vice presidency of Mr. Freddy Villalta, delegate of El Salvador, and covered the following item of the agenda: 


Presentations on technical issues (continuation of item 4 of the agenda) 


The importance of association in the international logistics chain


Ms. Silvina Tirabassi, PhD, Director General of Customs of Argentina summarized the WCO Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade and noted that it rests on two pillars. First, a liaison with the country’s corresponding customs office with which it trades (e.g. by anticipated data transmission through electronic devices), and second, the association Customs-Enterprise. In the latter, the authorized economic operator, which is the company that intervenes in the international flow of goods, and is recognized by customs as being respectful of WCO standards, plays a vital role. Consequently, it benefits from a privileged treatment (e.g. a reduction of intrusive controls), saving time and money. She gave the example of the so called “electronic seal” by which the container terminal operators in the port of Buenos Aires place electronic seals in each of the containers they operate and through intelligent equipment, strategically placed in the port facility, detect at all times the movement and location of each container; the seals will be removed after they leave the port (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 23/09).


International Health Regulations 2005: basic capacities and points of entry 


Dr. Marcia Moreira, Epidemiologist of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) of the World Health Organization (WHO) explained that the regulations are a code of conduct that the countries’ sanitary authorities should abide by when emergencies occur affecting public health, and cause a legitimate concern for its fast spread in the international scenario. These are serious diseases, at times rare but highly contagious (e.g. the bird flu), which appear at any place in the world and at any time. She gave some reasons for the spread of diseases, such as the exponential increase of travelers, cruise tourism, and the sea transport of cargo (responsible of 90% of world trade carried out by more than 50,000 ships). She then proceeded to explain the new approach anticipated by these regulations that can be summed up in three points: More coverage: instead of focusing on three diseases, now all are considered under a public health concept. Concrete response: instead of compliance with pre-existent measures, it provides a threat-adapted measure; and Concentration of resources in the border, in order to control the outbreak promptly. Along these lines, the sanitary capacity building in designated points of entry is vital. In addition to personnel and medical teams, the capacity and inspection of the transport used by the infected individuals, the assurance of a safe environment, the control of vectors etc., and of early alert devices and contingency plans for unexpected situations are required. Only these designated entry points can issue a Ship Sanitation Control Certificate (SSCC) certifying that all corrective measures were taken against infections and contamination from duly recorded incidents. Finally, she exhorted that the ports designated as points of entry be provided with appropriate means to combat these challenges and be registered in the WHO web page (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 18/09).


The Caribbean Customs Law Enforcement Council (CCLEC)


Mr. Paul Hilaire, CCLEC (Caribbean Customs Law Enforcement Council) Permanent Secretary, explained that the Council was created in the early 70’s, with a handful of countries in that region, and it currently has 38 members. The headquarters is in Castries, Saint Lucia, and the purpose is to improve customs’ efficiency through cooperation amongst them, dissemination of better practices, development of human resources, process automation, and dissemination of information and intelligence. Among the achievements are: the anticipated notification for the reception of yachts, projects for the implementation of the “single window”, training for the application of the WCO framework of standards, and in particular, the idea of authorized economic operators. He highlighted that an alliance with the CIP could be important and valuable to reach their objectives, and to extend their range of activities (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 20/09).


The Comprehensive Security System in Argentina and its contribution to maritime commerce and port development


Admiral German Rojas of Argentina referred to the annual international maritime transport in his country: 45,000 ship arrivals, 100 million tons moved, of which 70% are oil, and almost one million and a half of TEUs. He then outlined the four strategies formulated by the Coast Guard to meet its objectives: Sea protection, public-port Security, Safety navigation, and Environmental Protection. He explained the continuous improvement process developed for the progressive implementation of the ISPS code to a greater number of facilities, and to improve the established minimum standard. He gave examples of specific actions carried out, like the one enforced to ensure a harbor-city interface and the surveillance of illegal immigrants and stowaways, among others, highlighting the enforceable measures for cruise traffic (e.g. underwater inspections, drill exercises with explosives, etc.). He referred to the enforcement of inspections by the State Port Authority, as a result of the 1992 Agreement of Viña del Mar, and aimed at guaranteeing minimum seaworthiness requirements for vessels, stating figures on the number of ships that were observed and detained. Finally, he noted the actions aimed at environmental protection, such as the detection of oil spills and monitoring offender ships, mentioning concrete actions like the contribution to re-float sunken ships and the cleaning of the stream (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 19/09).  

Cooperation Plan between Le Havre Port and the CIP


Ms. Jane Labat of SOGET S.A., an advisory company of Le Havre Port, referred to a recent agreement of cooperation signed by Le Havre Port and the OAS/CIP, and the formulation of a cooperation strategy based on three lines of action: A Training Program; Participation in the Subcommittee on Cargo Services and the TAG on Logistics and Competitiveness; and Protection of the logistics chains in the Caribbean. Regarding the first line of action, she discussed the commencement of a Master program in Customs and Logistics for the Caribbean countries with 468 lecture hours and a theoretical-practice content, together with a number of seminars for executives and one-week seminars on specific topics (public-private associations in port management and development, environmental management and sustainable development, and the supply chain, among others). She stressed on the willingness to cooperate with the above mentioned TAG and Subcommittee, especially in its next convention. She also stated their interest in helping with the protection logistics chain in the Caribbean through a World Bank project (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 21/09). 

Lessons learned as a result of the Hurricane Katrina 


Lieutenant Katiuska Pabon of the U.S. Coast Guard recalled that Hurricane Katrina, a tremendous natural phenomenon, resulted in 800,000 displaced people, leaving 80% of the city of New Orleans under water, and forcing the largest search and rescue operation in the United States where 33,375 victims were saved. The post-assessment to counteract the effects of the phenomenon stressed the need of greater coordination between the different public agencies at a federal (seven departments involved), state and county level; the strengthening of ties between public and private organizations to avoid duplications; and above all, greater integration and tuning in preparing emergency interventions. Therefore, she exhorted port authorities to be prepared to face disasters such as the one that resulted from this experience (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 22/09).


The session resumed on Thursday, March 26, at 09:00 a.m., chaired by Mr. Pastrana, continuing with item 4 of the agenda that included the following presentations:  

The current crisis and its impact on the Ports of the Americas: introduction


Mr. Francisco Pastrana gave a brief account of the events that have led to the current situation, explaining that the deterioration was evident since September 2008 with the collapse and bailout of banks, the crash of the stock markets, and the gradual impact due to the lack of liquidity in the real economy, which was brewed in previous years. He stated that since 2007, there were signs of fragility in the crisis of products derived from mortgage loans in the U.S., which were affected by high raw material prices, plus high interest rates. It was obvious that the impact of the financial crisis seriously affected the real economy of the United States, the European Union and major exporting countries in the Far East; and that although there were no issues on financial “toxic” assets, Latin America was beginning to feel the crisis through the liquidity crunch of the international banking system. The signs of oversupply were evident in the port sector with the decrease in tourism, the postponement of port expansion programs, such as Punta Colonet, and the downsizing of others (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 24/09).


Mr. Julian Villalba, Port Project Director of the Andean Development Corporation (CAF, for its name in Spanish), presented recent figures of the world GDP growth and its subsequent downward projections calculated by multilateral organizations, and a significant decline of container traffic in some big ports. He certified that the impact was dissimilar because a good number of ports recorded a drop in traffic, but a few, like Balboa in Panama showed an increase. He explained that this was likely due to the “McDonald’s effect” that when in difficult times, consumers prefer cheaper substitute products. For some Latin American ports, the task was to undertake a “second wave” of reforms, bearing in mind that the concessions granted early in the last decade were to end soon; for others, the task was still pending. For all, the objective was to undertake a service quality improvement with the contribution of the public and private sector; a mitigating factor of the crisis. He stressed the trend that most financial applications filed by the countries to the CAF had the purpose of establishing compensatory funds to maintain the economic growth, rather than for specific projects. He clarified that the latter, with a clear profitability rate like that of Callao, were welcomed (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 25/09). 


Mr. Andres Rengifo, Port Director of the Empresas Portuarias del Sistema de Empresas Publicas of Chile, lectured on the global situation of the maritime sector. He explained that the sector was experiencing a low freight period as evidenced by the late 2008 crash of the Baltic Dry Index, which marks the price of the maritime transport of bulk cargo. This situation was experienced in line traffic –daily rental of ships of 2,750 TEUs had dropped by two thirds in late 2008. The situation seemed to continue due to the storage capacity of all kinds of ships for delivery until 2011, although some cancellations were expected due to funding issues. He ventured some projections: 4 years of low freight, acute vigilance on costs, greater emphasis on service quality for a more segmented market, concentration of shipping companies, more attention to the North-South routes, and finally, concentration of port operators, both shipping subsidiaries and independents. He stressed that the latter was important for the design of concession applications (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 26/09). 


Mr. Fernando Solórzano, Administrator of the Maritime Administration of Panama, explained that his country had opted for an economic stimulus plan and that plans of expansion in the port sector had continued without pause. Funding for the construction of the Canal’s third set of locks was guaranteed, the works were moving ahead as planned, and the port complex’s investments were also unchanged. He added that the Canal’s revenues rose due to higher tolls in the first half of 2008, despite a transit drop by 1.9%. Moreover, container flow rate increased in 2008 (4.6 million TEUs against 4 million the year before), although they expected a drop in 2009 of perhaps five percent, due to the high percentage of containers transshipped; nevertheless, they were still waiting for the first semester’s figures in order to verify this.


Admiral Frank Boyle, President of the National Port Authority of Peru, explained that the economy was beginning to suffer the impact of the financial crisis, for example in the drop of remittances from migrants, but to a less extent than in other countries, in part to the drop of oil prices that contributed to control inflation. With regards to port traffic, it dropped six percent last year. However, the considerable investments continued unchanged, as was the case of Muelle Sur (South Harbor) in Callao and Melchorita in Pisco, plus others anticipated in Paita, where the concession was soon to be awarded, as well as private investments in other places in the coast.


Finally, Mr. Roberto Barrero, of the Camara de Navegacion of Buenos Aires, an association that unites the shipping lines and maritime agents, explained that in regular line traffic they anticipated the unification of routes, services and traffic to reduce costs, and a drop, first of import traffic, and then of export, in order to maintain low freight. For bulk cargo, they had detected a very modest freight recovery. He confirmed that cruise traffic had not been affected and was experiencing excellent prospects for this year. He ended by explaining that the underlying evolution of maritime transport, with a larger number of post-panamax ships, instead of smaller size ships and logistics innovation (e.g., grains were shipped in containers), presented a very significant challenge in the modernization of Argentinean ports located eccentrically on global routes.

Ocean Pollution Control: Recent experiences in drill exercises for oil spill control in Central American port areas   

The experts of Ocean Pollution Control S.A. of Panama explained the drill exercises for accidental oil spills in the Gulf of Honduras. Mr. Ruben Reyna, President of the group of companies, stressed the importance of drill exercises to properly prepare material and human resources, and the experience of Ocean Pollution Control to implement these in the Isthmus of Panama, a place of major tanker traffic. Mr. Carlos Sagrera, Operations Manager, explained the characteristics of the Gulf of Honduras, a location with a large coral reef and a considerable flow of ships and tankers, together with the ports participating in the drills (Big Creek in Belize, Santo Tomas in Guatemala and Puerto Cortes in Honduras). Finally, Captain Luis Vila summarized the lessons learned: involve maritime, port, and energetic authorities in each place; have a minimum number of trained personnel (25 to 30 people); have equipment in good operational condition; coordinate response measures between ports to counteract the size of the spill; and the difference between operations near the coast from others located offshore (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 32/09).   


Subsequently, a number of presentations related to the port activity in Buenos Aires were offered:


PIANC- Ports and Navigable Waterways 


Mr. Sebastián Garcia of the Asociación Argentina de Ingenieros Portuarios (AADIP) and representative of PIANC (International Navigation Association) lectured on the work of the School of Port Engineering, the VI Argentinean Congress on this specialty, together with the Latin American Seminar on sustainable development of the maritime and waterways’ port infrastructure in Latin America, as part of the 125th anniversary of PIANC. The latter is a non-profit organization that brings together engineering professionals, with the aim of developing a theoretical-practical knowledge used in providing infrastructure for maritime and waterway navigation in the five continents. The event is scheduled to take place April 5-7, 2010 in Buenos Aires, Argentina (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 27/09).

The Master and Guide Plan of the Navigational Core System: Santa Fe – Ocean

Mr. Raul Fiorano, Advisor to the Sub-secretariat of Ports and Navigable Waterways of Argentina referred to the study “Navigational Core System Santa Fe – Ocean” (2007) that obtained its first results in 2008 (interactive map scales 1:100.000 and 1:25.000, available both on CD and on the Internet, where updates will be introduced). The purpose is to provide guidance that will steer private investment in infrastructure that is needed to move a considerable increase in the traffic of goods, anticipated in this waterway. The Atlas allow to update and facilitate the fitting out of port works, taking into account navigational, port, urban, rural and environmental conditions, both present and future, as well as a coordinated action of the different governmental actors in the national, provincial and local scope. At present, it is possible to complete a big scale territorial zoning with strategic vision and a multidisciplinary approach in the first 600 kms of the waterway.
Present and Future of the Port of Buenos Aires

Mr. Rodolfo Ghiglione, Engineering Manager of the General Ports Administration of Argentina (AGP S.E., for its name in Spanish) presented the challenges of the post-panamax ships, between 4000 and 6000 TEUs capacity, with more than 300 mts. length, similar to the largest cruises arriving at the port; obsolete land trails preventing the railroad entering the port’s operational areas, which requires trucks to transship; and the limited operational areas. He explained that the port was divided into two large sections: the north (Puerto Nuevo, built in the early XX Century) and the South (built in the late XIX Century), separated by a residential-commercial area of Puerto Madero, and the ecological reserve. The presentation focused on the northern sector where the draft is 36 feet deep and the circle for maneuvers of the outer port (500 meters), the width of the inlet (at 300 meters), and the passage canal to the docks widen. Regarding the maritime access, the last 12 kms. deepen and widen, which means roughly two million cubic meters of annual maintenance dredging; as far as ground access, trains are a priority. Concerning the future expansion of the 290 Ha of ground surface, this underutilized area will be recovered, the buildings that remain with existent plans for the filling of some docks will be modernized and the port surface will increase significantly for cruise facilities in the outer port, among others. More than 70% of the investments made in the last three years, over U.S. $50 million, correspond to maritime access works (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 29/09). 

Mr. Jose Carrea, Operations Manager of AGP S.E., spoke about the traffic and operation of the facilities of Puerto Nuevo. He explained that in 2008, 12.7 million tons were moved, from which 5.9 million were exports and 6.8 million were imports, with 95% being container cargo; in the last three years, the movement has been stable, around 1.1 million TEUs. The port handles some 950 ocean liners per year with an average stay of 32 hours. The average movement for container ships is roughly 1,470 TEUs. These are serviced in three terminals: TRO (1,050 meters of pier and 42 Ha of surface), BACTSSA (494 meters of pier and 25 Ha of surface) and Terminal 4 S.A. (495 meters of pier 11.5 Ha of surface). AGP has a Terminal Control Office with the mission of monitoring terminal activities, including tariffs, promoting service quality in the port area, and serving as a link with the users in the event of discrepancies (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 28/09).

Mr. Carlos Sposaro, of the Security Management and Environmental Control of Argentina lectured on these issues, highlighting that the budgets for these tasks were decided as an investment and not as an expenditure that has to be minimized. He referred to the reformulation of the national contingency plan for a better control of oil spills, referring to the drill exercises carried out to align material and human resources available for this task. With regards to the cruise traffic, he referred to the screening done for luggage and passenger control, such as the use of individual control devices and control of waste water and other waste material, in order to prevent the entry of diseases (“mad cows” and “bird flu”). He also referred to campaigns of disinfection, deratization and pest control, as well as the involvement of sanitary authorities in preventing the spread of dengue. Finally, he explained the role of the close circuit TV systems for the protection of the premises and support in controlling spills in waterbodies (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 30/09).

Mr. Luis Roman of the Argentine Port Council, an entity that assembles all the ports in the country, referred to the ports that were transferred from the AGP’s control to the provinces’ control. He briefed on the different forms adopted by these administrations, by the management consortia, the companies and other institutions, and stressed as fruitful the regular meetings to exchange points of view on issues of common interest, as well as to reach consensual opinions nationwide (see document CIDI/CECIP-X/inf. 31/09).

F. Fourth Plenary Session


The session commenced at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, March 27, 2009, chaired by Mr. Francisco Pastrana and the following item of the agenda was addressed:

Consideration of resolution proposals (item 21 of the agenda)


The Chair presented 24 resolution proposals for consideration, which were adopted unanimously, the text of which is included in sub item VIII of this report. The Chairman stated that the procedures had been followed since the proposals had circulated with due time, and sufficient time was provided for consultations among the delegations.  

G. Closing Session


The Closing Session was held at 01:00 p.m. on Friday, March 27, 2009 and was attended by Mr. Francisco Pastrana, CECIP Chair, Mr. Luis Diez, Auditor of the General Ports Administration (AGP), Mr. Ricardo Lujan, Assistant Secretary of Ports and Navigable Waterways of Argentina, and Executive Secretary of the CIP, Mr. Carlos M. Gallegos.

The first part of the ceremony was dedicated to the recognition of distinguished colleagues of the hemispheric port cooperation. The CECIP Chair awarded certificates of recognition to three senior distinguished delegates of Argentina, Dr. Luis Abot, Engineer Eduardo Kluz and Dr. Eduardo Gonzalez, who in the late 90’s contributed with their dedication to the transformation of the former status of “Conference” to the current Inter-American Committee on Ports.


Consequently, the Executive Secretary conferred a commemorative plaque upon Dr. Mario Montemuro, delegate of Uruguay, explaining that since 1994, as representative of the National Ports Administration of Uruguay, he had contributed significantly towards the works of the OAS’ port forum. In his words of gratitude, Dr. Montemuro, who is retiring in the middle of the year, thanked for this honor, acknowledged the work of the Secretariat and highlighted his delegation’s main contributions during these years.


Subsequently, Mr. C. M. Gallegos stressed the commitment of the delegates at this CECIP meeting, especially for having adopted the work plans for the 12 Subcommittees, which sets a challenge that the Secretariat will support as appropriate. Finally, he thanked the authorities of Argentina for their hospitality, generosity and full support in achieving a successful meeting.


Mr. Luis Diez thanked the delegations for their participation in the meeting and the visit to the facilities of the Port of Buenos Aires. He concluded expressing his conviction that the bonds of friendship developed these days will contribute to a joint effort in overcoming the challenges facing trade and ports.


Mr. Francisco Pastrana congratulated the attendees for their significant advancements in this meeting in strengthening the activities of the CIP. He expressed his conviction that they were moving towards the right direction and that the task was to achieve the outlined reforms. He ended by congratulating Argentina for hosting the meeting and especially the General Ports Administration and the Secretariat of Ports and Navigable Waterways for the significant support provided during the meeting. 


Finally, Mr. Ricardo Lujan thanked for the attendance and dedication of all the delegations, which were pivotal for this successful meeting. He recognized the support provided by the General Ports Administration and the Argentine Naval Prefecture, as well as that of the CIP Secretariat that accompanied the Sub-Secretariat in the organization and execution of the meeting. To conclude, the Executive Secretary presented him with a collection of the flags of the OAS’ countries.

VIII. RESOLUTIONS

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 01 (X-09) 

SUBCOMITEE ON POLICY AND COORDINATION 
(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009) 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,
HAVING SEEN:

Resolution CECIP/RES. 02 (IX-07) adopted at the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination was approved;
The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 17/09), presented by the Delegation of Mexico in this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination, presided by Mexico and having as Vice Chairs Barbados, El Salvador, United States and Uruguay, and that its objectives and functions were approved by resolution CECIP/RES.2 (V-03);
That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and
That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination,

RESOLVES:

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee:

a. Evaluation of the existing Technical Advisory Groups (TAG):

i. Perform the evaluation report of the work of the four TAG during the period 2008-2009.

ii. Ensure the implementation of the recommendations from the CIP for improving the management of the TAG during 2009.

b. Strengthen cooperative relations with Observer States and international organizations: 

i. Consider new agreements with other international organizations and ports. 

ii. Maintain ties of cooperative relations with the organizations and agencies with which cooperation agreements have been signed.

iii. Advance towards the strengthening of cooperation and exchange, particularly with Puertos del Estado of Spain, and with ports in that country. Also, strive to strengthen communication and cooperation channels with Observer States such as France, Portugal, Italy and Russia, among others. 

c. Follow up the management of CIP Magazine:

i. Follow up the process of selection and designation of the firm that will be in charge of editing the magazine and publishing the pertinent issues.  

d. Follow up CIP actions with reference to:

i. The Agreement on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance among Inter-American Port Authorities: Consent, signature and ratification by Member States, as applicable; as well as mechanisms for its implementation.

ii. The Draft Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection: Procedures for approval.

iii. The Sixth Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports, El Salvador, in order to ensure its successful organization.

2. To entrust the Delegation of Mexico, which presides this Subcommittee, and the Delegations of Barbados, El Salvador, United States and Uruguay, as Vice Chairs, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution. 

3. To urge Member States and particularly the members of this Subcommittee to collaborate actively in the development of the activities of this Subcommittee.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 02 (X-09) 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CARGO SERVICES
(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009) 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CECIP/RES. 03 (IX-07) adopted at the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Cargo Services was approved;
The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee on Cargo Services (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 18/09), presented by the Delegations of Brazil and Mexico in this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Cargo Services, presided by Brazil and having as Vice Chair Mexico, and also integrated by Barbados, Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, United States, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Peru, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Uruguay and Venezuela;
That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and
That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Cargo Services,

RESOLVES:

1. To incorporate the Delegation of Dominica to this Subcommittee and the Technical Advisory groups (TAG) on Logistics and Competitiveness.

2. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan for this Subcommittee and the TAG on Logistics and Competitiveness:

a. Carrying out the Ibero-American Course on Port Technology and Operations, 
Santander, Spain, 18 May to 12 June 2009. 

b. Carrying out the Seminar on the Information Platform for Port Communities, 
with special reference to Single Window and Intelligent Load, Brazil, August 2009, and the support of Puertos del Estado of Spain. 

c. Continuing the dissemination and treatment of the Framework of the World Customs Organization (WCO). 

d. Starting preparatory works for the Hemispheric Convention on Port Logistics and Competitiveness in Manzanillo, México in 2010. 

e. Invite the Latin American Port Quality Association to submit a report about branding experiences in the Andean countries. 

f. Carrying out a panel on “The Current Financial Crisis and its Impact on American Ports”. 

g. Disseminate the activities of this TAG in order to increase the number of associated member. 

h. Update the statistical data bank with the port information from member countries and associate members, as well as with data from the experts in each specialty. 

i. Finish the Website. 

3. To entrust the Delegation of Brazil, which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation of Mexico, chairing the TAG, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution. 

4. To urge Member States and particularly the members of this Subcommittee to collaborate actively in the development of the activities of this Subcommittee.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 03 (X-09) 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON VESSEL SERVICES 
(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009) 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,
HAVING SEEN:

Resolution CECIP/RES. 04 (IX-07) adopted at the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Vessel Services was approved;
The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee on Vessel Services (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 19/09), presented by the Delegation of Argentina in this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Vessel Services presided by Argentina,  having Jamaica as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, United States, Mexico and Venezuela;
That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and
That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Vessel Services,
RESOLVES:

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee and the TAG on Navigation Safety:

a. Circulate new technologies and their hemispheric application in maritime and river routes.

b. Actively interact with the other TAGs and Subcommittees which have scopes of action related to the TAG on navigation safety. 

c. Cooperate in the standardization between Member States in navigation safety.

d. Review Port Activity and the economic impact of navigation safety regulations.

e. Identify technological advances for navigation safety and the simulation models in place.

f. Continue identifying training needs, courses and topics of interest.

g. To entrust the Delegation of Chile to make a survey of member countries which have navigation aid simulator systems, so that the Executive Secretariat may disseminate such information to promote agreements between Member States.

h. To entrust the Delegation of Chile to establish, jointly with the Executive Secretariat, establish a cooperation program to enhance information technology in the implementation of the FAL/65 Convention.

i. To entrust the Delegation of Argentina as Chair of this subcommittee and the Delegation of Venezuela as Chair of the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection to maintain a horizontal coordination on common issues.

2.
To entrust the Delegation of Argentina which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation of Jamaica as Vice Chair to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

3. To urge Member States, and particularly the members of this Subcommittee and the TAG on navigation safety, to collaborate actively in the development of the activities of this Subcommittee.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 04 (X-09)
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PORT SECURITY 
(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009) 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,
HAVING SEEN:

Resolution CECIP/RES. 05 (IX-07) adopted at the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Port Security was approved;
The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee on Port Security (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 20/09), presented by the Delegation of the United States at this meeting; and
CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Port Security presided by the United States, having Guatemala as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela;

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and
That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Port Security,
RESOLVES:

1.
To include the Delegation of Dominica in this Subcommittee and the TAG on Port Security.

2. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee and the TAG on Port Security:

a. Coordinate with the participants of the Member States the actions to promote a Maritime Safety and Security Information System (MSSIS). Develop Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) within the OAS region to collaborate and cooperate in information exchange and foster regional maritime safety. 
b. Foster cooperation between the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the OAS General Secretariat to ensure maximum coordination in the areas of maritime safety, port security and environment. 

c. Foster cooperation with the World Customs Organization (WCO) in order to promote the Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade in ports, with special focus on the customs-enterprise approach to streamline commerce.

d. Foster cooperation with the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) in order to assist port facilities and vessels to develop contingency plans for the response to the international spread of disease, pursuant to the International Health Regulations (2005) in cooperation with the relevant Subcommittees.

e. Promote the exchange of information on the role of ports in disaster preparedness and response.

f. Develop a web-based platform to exchange and review data and collaborate in port security aspects.

g. Continue with the efforts to develop a TAG meeting plan to enhance port security in the region.

3.
To designate the Delegation of Argentina as Vice Chair of this Subcommittee.

4. 
To entrust the Delegation of the United States, which presides this Subcommittee, and the Delegation of Argentina as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

5.
To urge Member States, and particularly the members of this Subcommittee, to collaborate actively in the development of the activities of this Subcommittee.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 05 (X-09) 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PORT PROTECTION 
(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009) 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CECIP/RES. 06 (IX-07) adopted at the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection was approved;
The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 29/09), presented by the Delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection, presided by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and having as Vice Chair Panama, and also integrated by Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States and Uruguay;
That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and
That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection,

RESOLVES:

1. Approve the following 2009 Work Plan for this Subcommittee and the TAG on Environmental Port Protection:

a. In 2009, continue gathering the information required to become acquainted with the Port Environmental Profiles and Contingency Plans of the Member States.

i. Publish the spreadsheets on the Website of the National Water Authority of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (www.inea.gob.ve) and of the CIP (www.oas.org/cip).

ii. Carry out online consultations with the Chair of the Subcommittee.


b. Promote compliance by signatory countries with the International Agreements related to marine environment protection: MARPOL 73/78 and its Annexes, in addition to the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments.

i. Hold the First Hemispheric Convention on Environmental Port Protection, Foz de Iguaçu, Brazil, 2009.

ii. Develop a database with the activities that each Member State carries out to promote compliance with the Agreements. 

2. Publication and distribution of the “Guidelines on Port Environmental Conduct”, annexed to this Resolution.  

3. To entrust the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, which presides this Subcommittee, and the Delegation of Panama, as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution. 

4. To urge Member States and particularly the members of this Subcommittee to collaborate actively in the development of the activities of this Subcommittee.

ANNEX 


GUIDELINES OF PORT ENVIRONMENTAL CONDUCT 

1. Contribute to the development of a sustainable multimodal transport system since ports are a key element of the inland transport network.

2. Foster consultation, dialogue and general collaboration between Port Administrations and stakeholders to determine current needs and identify problems in relation to sustainable port development.

3. Generate scientific, technological and research capacity to serve as guidance for the region’s port environmental policy.

4. Enhance environmental cooperation between Port Administrations and facilitate information sharing and implementation of acceptable environmental practices through the creation of a Port Network for the Americas.
5. Within the context of hydrocarbons spill response, strengthen current cooperation mechanisms in the region and promote the creation of contingency plans to prevent and respond to such contingencies in a timely and efficient manner. 

6. Develop environmental education, public awareness and information programs to increase people’s awareness on environmental issues and integrate sustainable development to port policies, encouraging port Administrations to draft an environmental policy that is made available to the public and establishes the strategies and methods for its fulfillment, hence contributing to promote “the sector’s social responsibility” at ports.

7. Encourage Port Administrations to conduct the pertinent environmental impact studies on port projects and appropriate strategic environmental impact assessments of port development plans, in order to determine, from early stages, the way to reduce their effect on the environment.
8. Promote continuous improvement of port environmental conduct and management by encouraging the use of Environmental Management Information System tools based on national needs and policies.
9. Promote follow-up actions through the application of environmental indicators according to national laws, for objectively measuring recognizable progress in environmental stewardship practices at the ports of the Hemisphere.
10. Foster the creation of environmental reports as a way to disseminate good environmental conduct to stakeholders and Inter-American institutions, following the recommendations of the Technical Advisory Group on Environmental Port Protection of the Inter-American Committee on Ports.

11. Strengthen the dissemination of environmental improvements achieved by ports with a view to enhancing better understanding of the role of ports and their efforts towards sustainability.
CIDI/CECIP/RES. 06 (X-09)

SUBCOMMITTE ON PORT INVESTMENTS
(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009) 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CECIP/RES. 07 (IX-07) of the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Port Investment was approved;

The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee on Port Investment (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 21/09), presented by the Delegation of El Salvador at this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Port Investment, presided by El Salvador, having Bahamas as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Brazil, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Mexico and Venezuela;


That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and


That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Port Investment,

RESOLVES:

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee:

a. To elaborate geographic scenarios of infrastructure investment for the ports located in maritime and river fronts of the corridors provided for by the Initiative for the Integration of Regional Infrastructure in South America (IIRSA).

i. To make a diagnosis report on IIRSA corridors and ports. In charge: Brazil.

b. To elaborate scenarios of investment in port infrastructures compatible with the sectoral investments contemplated in the Mesoamerica Project.

i. To make a diagnosis report on scenarios of investment in port infrastructure for each of the regions. Responsible for Central America: Guatemala; for the Caribbean: Dominica, for North America: Mexico and for South America: Brazil.

2. To request the CIP Secretariat to prepare a report in order to estimate design and maintenance costs of a web page containing information on hemispheric port investments and statistics. 

3. To entrust the Delegation of El Salvador, which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation of Bahamas, as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

4. To urge Member States, and particularly members of this Subcommittee, to collaborate actively in the development of activities for this Subcommittee. 

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 07 (X-09)

SUBCOMMITTE ON PORT LEGISLATION

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CECIP/RES. 08 (IX-07) of the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Port Legislation was approved;

The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee on Port Legislation (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 22/09), presented by the Delegation of Panama at this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Port Legislation, presided by Panama, having Argentina as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Barbados, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Uruguay and Venezuela;


That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and


That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Port Legislation,

RESOLVES:

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee:

a. Continue compiling port laws, regulations, and other administrative rules from the Member States, to be posted on the CIP website. In charge: Panama.

b. Develop a framework of reference to be taken into account for:

i. Requirements that administrations must enforce on waste reception companies.

ii. The analysis of rules and regulations on waste reception at the entry of vessels into ports in coordination with the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection.

iii. Prepare in coordination with the Ibero-American Institute of Maritime Law (IIDM) the guidelines for developing a Model Law of Ports. 

2. To continue with actions to promote the participation of institutions specializing in port legislation, particularly the IIDM, in this Subcommittee.

3. To entrust the Delegation of Panama, which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation of Argentina as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

4. To urge Member States, and particularly members of this Subcommittee, to participate actively in the development of activities for this Subcommittee. 

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 08 (X-09)

SUBCOMMITTE ON PORT PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CECIP/RES. 09 (IX-07) of the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, which approved the Work Plan 2008-2009 for the Subcommittee on Port Planning and Management;

The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee on Port Planning and Management (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 23/09), presented by the Delegation of Chile in this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Port Planning and Management, presided by Chile and with Uruguay as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, and Trinidad and Tobago and that its objectives and functions were approved by resolution CECIP/RES. 3 (V-03); 


That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and


That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Port Planning and Management,

RESOLVES:

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee:

a. To organize the Third Course on Port Management to be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, with the support of the Port Authority of the Dominican Republic (APORDOM). 

b. To organize the Fourteenth Ibero-American Course on Port Management, to be held in Madrid, Spain, with the support of Puertos del Estado of Spain. 

c. To promote the creation and maintenance of a group of port experts to provide advisory services to this Subcommittee, the Executive Board and the Member States. 

2. To entrust the Delegation of Chile, which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation of Uruguay as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

3. To urge Member States, and particularly members of this Subcommittee, to collaborate actively in the development of activities for this Subcommittee.  

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 09 (X-09)

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATISTICS, COSTS, AND TARIFFS

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CECIP/RES. 10 (IX-07) of the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Statistics, Costs, and Tariffs was approved; 

The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 of the Subcommittee (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 24/09), presented by the Delegation of Peru at this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07), the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Statistics, Costs, and Tariffs, presided by Peru, having Chile as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Argentina, Barbados, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela and that its objectives and functions were approved by resolution CECIP/RES. 4 (V-03); 


That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07), the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and


That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Statistics, Costs, and Tariffs,

RESOLVES:

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee:

a. Gather information from Member States regarding the primary reasons for port cost overruns affecting foreign trade in the Member States. 

b. Gather information from Member States on the methods used for establishing and setting port tariffs in public and private Container Terminals. The Delegation of Mexico will prepare a document explaining the method used and developed by said country to develop productivity-based port tariffs. 

c. Gather information from Member States on the Tariff System (structure and levels) applied to basic Port Services in licensed container terminals.

d. Gather information from Member States on annual statistical information documents.

e. Organize a seminar on Port Tariff Scheme in Peru. November 2009.

2. To entrust the Delegation of Peru, which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation of Chile as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

3. To urge Member States, and particularly the members of this Subcommittee, to collaborate actively in the development of activities for this Subcommittee. 

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 10 (X-09)
SUBCOMMITTE ON PORT DEVELOPMENT FOR CRUISE SHIPS

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CECIP/RES. 11 (IX-07) adopted at the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on Port Development for Cruise Ships was approved; 

The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 25/09), presented by the Delegation of Dominica at this meeting; and

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Port Development for Cruise Ships, presided by Barbados, having Honduras as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Argentina, Bahamas, Chile, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Trinidad and Tobago, and that its objectives and functions were approved by resolution CECIP/RES. 5 (V-03); 

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and


That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on Port Development for Cruise Ships,

RESOLVES:

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee:

a. To organize a course on ISO 14000 - Environmental Management Systems, for non-English speaking Members, to be held in a non-English-speaking Member State.

b. To organize a course on Branding for Cruise Destinations for English-speaking Caribbean countries, to be held in Dominica. 

2. To entrust the Delegation of Barbados, which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation   of Honduras as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

3. To urge Member States, and particularly members of this Subcommittee, to collaborate actively in the development of activities for this Subcommittee. 

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 11 (X-09)

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN PORT AFFAIRS OF THE HEMISPHERE

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CECIP/RES. 12 (IX-07) adopted at the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on the Participation of Women in Port Affairs of the Hemisphere was approved;

The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 26/09), presented by the Delegation of the Dominican Republic at this meeting; and, 

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75 (V-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on the Participation of Women in Port Affairs of the Hemisphere, presided by the Dominican Republic, having Ecuador as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Argentina, Bahamas, Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela; 


That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and


That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on the Participation of Women in Port Affairs of the Hemisphere,

RESOLVES:

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan of this Subcommittee:

a. Complete the network of women in port affairs in the Hemisphere.  To this end, all CIP Member States that have not yet designated the person responsible for carrying out the activities of this Subcommittee in their country should notify such designation to the Executive Secretariat. In charge: Dominican Republic.
b. Update and improve the women in ports website, including information on training.  A group will be set up to update the web page. The group will be formed by the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Peru, Mexico and Venezuela.  

c. Organize a regional seminar on “The inclusion of women in maritime port sector employment”, under the responsibility of the National Administration of Ports, Uruguay.  Host country:  Uruguay, April 21-22, 2009.

d. Organize a hemispheric seminar in the Dominican Republic during the last third of 2009. The topics to be discussed shall be related to the activities and functions of this Subcommittee.

e. Draw up Memoranda of Understanding between CIP and training centers in Latin America, such as the Argentine and Chilean coast guards, and Fidena in Mexico, among others, to encourage horizontal cooperation between countries and thus ensure more training opportunities for women.

2. To entrust the Delegation of the Dominican Republic, which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation of Ecuador as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

3. To urge Member States, and particularly the members of this Subcommittee, to collaborate actively in the development of activities for this Subcommittee.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 12 (X-09)

SUBCOMMITTEE ON RIVER AND LAKE PORTS

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN:

Resolution CECIP/RES. 13 (IX-07) of the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the 2008-2009 Work Plan for the Subcommittee on River and Lake Ports was approved;

The 2008 Activities Report and Proposed Work Plan for 2009 presented by the Delegation of Paraguay (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 27/09) at this meeting; and 

CONSIDERING: 

That by resolution CECIP/RES. 13 (IX-07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on River and Lake Ports, presided by Paraguay, having Colombia as Vice Chair, and also integrated by Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and Uruguay, and that its objectives and functions were approved by the same resolution; 

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 82 (V-07) the 2008-2011 CIP Action Plan was approved, which is executed through the Executive Board (CECIP) and its Subcommittees; and;

That it is necessary to update the 2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee on River and Lake Ports, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To approve the following 2009 Work Plan:

Create an inventory of navigable rivers in relation to the number and type of ports, and regional and national fleets, with the participation of Argentina, Ecuador and Peru, and with the purpose of fostering navigation of rivers to make them navigable waterways. The Ibero-American Institute of Maritime Law (IIDM) will cooperate in regulatory aspects as deemed appropriate. 

1. To entrust the Delegation of Paraguay which presides this Subcommittee and the Delegation of Colombia as Vice Chair, to remain vigilant for the fulfillment of this resolution.

2. To urge Member States, and particularly the members of this Subcommittee, to collaborate actively in the development of activities for this Subcommittee. 

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 13 (X-09)

PROJECT OF THE DECLARATION OF PANAMA ON GUIDELINES FOR ENVIORNMENTAL PORT PROTECTION

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN:

The Preliminary Draft of the Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection (CIDI/CECIP-X/doc.05/09) prepared by the Secretariat on the basis of the remarks and suggestions put forward by the Member States prior to May 31, 2008, as agreed by Resolution CECIP/RES. 15 (IX-07), and

The review of the mentioned document, carried out by a working group established by the Executive Board of the CIP and consisting of Brazil, Panama, Peru, Venezuela and United States, reflected in document CECIP-X/doc.05/09 Rev. 1; and 

CONSIDERING:

That by Resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 85(V-07) the Committee instructed the Executive Board to prepare a Draft Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection.


RESOLVES:

To approve document CECIP-X/doc.05/09 Rev. 2 attached hereto as the Draft Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection.

ANNEX

Draft Declaration of Panama

on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection
The Member States of the Organization of American States,

CONSIDERING:


1. 
That communities of the hemisphere depend in great measure on the natural resources of the oceans, coasts, and inland waters for their survival and well being.  That port activities and the maritime industry play significant roles in coastal area economies. That in many areas of the hemisphere health, security, and economic sustainability depends on coastal areas resources.  

2. 
That the use of coastal zones is growing more intense and that a higher percentage of the hemispheric population resides in these zones and that port activities contribute to the increase of environmental pressures on ecosystems, in addition to the health of these coastal populations. 
3. 
That environmental impacts on coastal areas of the hemisphere that accrue from growing populations and port activities can, in part, be reduced incorporating measures that protect the environment for port development planning processes. That Member States of the OAS should consider these measures as an immediate starting point for establishing innovative strategies that care for and preserve the marine environment and coastal zones. That in this manner it will contribute significantly to the achievement of the development objectives agreed to in Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment & Development (Rio de Janeiro, June, 1992), and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit for Sustainable Development (Johannesburg, August-September, 2002), in addition to other multilateral agreements on environmental protection applicable to ports and coastal protection in the hemisphere.


4. 
That various countries of the hemisphere have achieved significant progress in promoting institutional capacity and elaborating legislative frameworks, and sustainable environmental policies for coastal and port areas. Nevertheless, the differences existing in small island states and landlocked countries should require different treatment in environmental cooperation materials. 


5.
That a key point for the protection of the environment in the hemisphere is the lack of capacity for the disposal generated by vessels. That existing facilities for the reception of waste should be better identified in the online database of the Global Integrated Shipping Information Systems (GISIS) maintained by the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and that it supply information relative to facilities for the reception of waste generated by vessels. 

6. That many important environmental concerns are shared by many nations and are related with the increase of commerce in the hemisphere. Among these, it is important to emphasize: a) increased air pollution from marine vessels and port activities, b) port dredging operations, c) ballast water discharge, d) proliferation of invasive non-native species through vessel hulls, e) contamination from ship maintenance operations, f) contamination from spills of hydrocarbons and other hazardous and toxic chemicals, g) management of marine debris and shipwrecks, and h) visual and sound pollution in port areas. That the ability of nations, their ports, the shipping industry, and transport to address these issues can be increased with environmental cooperation and the development of training, which will permit to identify and implement best management practices. 

7. 
That the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) of the Organization of American States (OAS), particularly through the Technical Advisory Groups on Navigation Safety and Environmental Port Protection, and subsequently Environmental Protection, has made a significant contribution in the collection and circulation of information for optimal decision- making for sustainable port development. 

DECLARE

1.
To express our appreciation to the Inter-American Committee of Ports (CIP) of the Organization of American States (OAS) for its efforts in promoting the sustainable port activities and in urging the organization to increase its support in the application of methods that contribute to environmental protection of port areas.  
 2.
To intensify the efforts destined to elaborate and apply action programs in regional, national, and local levels for environmental protection in port activities. 
3.
To re-affirm the relevance and importance of environmental protection measures in port activities and the necessity to incorporate these measures in public and private sectors interests associated with these activities. Recognizing that the protection of the environment is strengthened through inter-governmental organizations like the Organization of American States, the United Nations, as well as multilateral environmental agreements that are properly signed and ratified by the Member States.  

4.  Necessary to drive the elaboration and application of integrated, long-term strategies for sustainable management of port and related activities that contribute to improving the protection of the environment and address social and economic concerns. 

5.
That it is necessary to improve monitoring systems in addition to environmental information gathered at all levels of public and private sectors, to identify contamination that affects the environment and public health, contributing to planning and implementing efficient measures to prevent, reduce, or limit the pollution in coastal zones with the cooperation of ports and maritime industries.

6.
That it is necessary to strengthen, as appropriate, international law frameworks that promote the protection and sustainable use of port areas through the creation and implementation of protocols on pollution caused by port and related maritime activities. 

7. To agree to coordinate with other organizations, regional, and international processes to apply international conventions, protocols and guidelines related to port activities, strengthening strategic associations that improve the cooperation and coordination in the exchange of international knowledge, experiences and technology, particularly for dredging activities. 

8.  It is necessary that national, regional, and international organizations related to the maritime port sector, incorporate at the adequate level the objectives of environmental protection in their respective work plans, activities, policies and programs. To urge the strengthening of relations with all sectors of civil society as decisive mechanisms for the environmental protection in port areas.  

9. To emphasize environmental protection of port activities by:

a. Strengthening consultations, dialogue, and extended collaboration with port administrations and maritime industries and local communities interested in facilitating the integration of environmental protection plans, activities, policies and programs applicable to the operation and development of ports. 

b. Generating and promoting clean technologies that combine efficient and sustainable environmental management with reasonable cost-effectiveness while preserving natural resources and the environment.  

c. Improving cooperation among port administrators in environmental matters and facilitating the exchange of experiences and application of environmental management systems that involve port and related activities.

d. Promoting and establishing the regionalization of “Contingency Plans for Hydrocarbon Spills and other Substance Contamination” through applicable international legal frameworks, and seeking to establish a cooperative focus to share knowledge, information, monitoring practices, environmental management systems relative to land-based sources of marine pollution, and applicable IMO agreements addressing air quality issues.

e. Promoting the use of environmental indicators as well as methodologies to assess port environmental issues to objectively measure progress made in hemispheric port activities regarding water, land and air quality.

10. To designate the following declaration as a “Declaration of Panama on Guidelines for Environmental Port Protection” in honor of the City of Panama, Republic of Panama, host of the First Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Protection of the Inter-American Committee on Ports. 

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 14 (X-09) 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON POLICY AND COORDINATION

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

The report on the Focus and Organizational Aspects of Subcommittee and Technical Advisory Group (TAG) meetings (document CIDI/CECIP/doc. 30 (X-09)), presented by the delegations of Brazil, Canada, Chile and United States at this meeting; and  

CONSIDERING:

That by resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 75(V/07) the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) approved the creation of the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination presided by Mexico and as Vice Chairs Barbados, El Salvador, United States and Uruguay, and that its objectives and functions were approved by resolution CECIP/RES. 2 (V-03); 

The proposals concerning the functioning and operation of meetings of the CIP, its Technical Advisory Groups and Subcommittees that was raised in the aforementioned document;

The presentation of the Delegation of Chile on recommendations to improve CIP meetings,

RESOLVES:

1. To request the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination to recommend measures in relation to improve the operational aspects of the Subcommittees and Technical Advisory Groups (TAG), and to present these measures for approval at the Sixth CIP Meeting.

2. To urge Member States which may be interested in the topic to participate in the development of such measures.

3. To instruct the Secretariat to engage in the work of the Subcommittee.  
CIDI/CECIP/RES. 15 (X-09)

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING THE REGULATORY FRAMEWORK ON CARGO MOVEMENTS 

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

CONSIDERING:

That the Government of the United States has adopted several domestic legal provisions aimed at reinforcing the security of the cargos entering that country, which will have an impact on the transport of goods and on the movement of passengers through ports;

That these measures impose requirements and certifications on ports of origin, which will have direct consequences on their operations and operating costs, modifying and affecting the operation of the ports in the continent, and 

That it is important to have more knowledge and resolve concerns about the state of compliance of those measures and about the impact they will have on CIP member countries,


RESOLVES:

1. To request the Delegation of the United States to make, within the framework of the VI Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Ports, a presentation on the security requirements applied by the United States to cargo and passenger movements, and how these requirements apply to the other OAS Member States.

2. To request Delegations of Member Countries to provide to the Delegation of the United States, if applicable, any queries, concerns and pertinent information they may have regarding this issue, so that such queries and concerns may be answered as soon as possible, as offered by the mentioned Delegation during the present meeting.  

3. To include the debate on this issue as an item on the agenda of the VI Meeting of the CIP.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 16 (X-09)

THE MAGAZINE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN:

The report on the 2009 CIP Magazine (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 15/09) presented by the Secretariat of the CIP, regarding the request for proposals to select the publishing firm of this Magazine, and
CONSIDERING:

That the CIP Magazine is an important vehicle for disseminating the activities of this Committee, 

RESOLVES:

1. To approve the proposal of the company Anuario Portuario y Marítimo (Desarrollos Editoriales S.A. – Trading News SRL of the Argentine Republic) for the editing, production, publication and distribution of the CIP Magazine for two years, requesting that the number of pages be increased to 40 and agreeing on a fee of US$ 5,000 per issue.

2. To entrust the Secretariat of the CIP to arrange through the General Secretariat of the OAS the formalization of the terms and conditions of the contract. 

3. To integrate to the Editorial Board of the CIP Magazine the Delegations of Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, and Uruguay.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 17 (X-09)

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 


The financial report on the projects of CIP in 2008 (document CIDI/CECIP-X/doc. 07/09), presented by the CIP Secretariat, and 

CONSIDERING: 


That the mentioned report indicates that several Member States have not paid their contributions, 

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the Member States to comply in due time with the payment of their contributions, amounting to US$ 6,000 per year, with special reference to those that are in arrears with their payments; 

2. To agree that any Member State which is not up to date with its contributions by April 30, 2009, shall not be able to benefit from any CIP activities carried out with such funds. 

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 18 (X-09)

FIRST HEMISPHERIC CONVENTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL PORT PROTECTION 

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 91 (V-07) of the Fifth Meeting of the CIP, which approved the celebration of the Second Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Protection in Brazil, in 2009, and  

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination recommended to decrease the number of official activities of the CIP during the period 2009-2010 due to the impact of the financial crisis on regional economies; 

That the celebration of a Hemispheric Convention on the subject will allow to streamline the organizational and administrative aspects, which will facilitate implementation and allow significant cost reductions, and 

CONSIDERING: 


That the First Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Protection, organized by the CIP and held in April 2007 in Panama City, Panama, provided an opportunity to promote information exchanges on aspects related to environmental port protection in the western hemisphere, raise the awareness of the port sector on the importance of environmental protection as an added value to its activity and that it also recommended the celebration of a new conference, and 

That the Delegation of Brazil, through the Port Administration of Paranaguá and Antonina (APPA), has offered to host that event and that, during this meeting, it made a presentation on the organization progress, 

RESOLVES: 

1. To hold the First Convention on Environmental Port Protection in Foz de Iguaçu, Brazil, from July 21 to 25, 2009. 

2. To thank the Delegation of Brazil, particularly the APPA, for offering to host the above mentioned convention.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 19 (X-09)

FIRST HEMISPHERIC CONFERENCE ON PORT LOGISTICS AND COMPETITIVENESS

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 

Resolution CIDI/CIP/RES. 92 (V-07) of the Fifth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, where the celebration of the First Hemispheric Conference on Port Logistics and Competitiveness was approved, and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination recommended to decrease the number of official activities of the CIP during the period 2009-2010 due to the impact of the financial crisis on regional economies; 


That in the presentation of the Caribbean Customs Law Enforcement Council (CCLEC) interest was evidenced in controlling the supply of the logistic chain, in trade facilitation, in the improvement of port-customs relationships, as well as in supporting the celebration of a convention on Logistics and Competitiveness;


That in the presentation of  Le Havre Port / Soget S.A. an interest was evidenced in the tasks of the Subcommittee on Cargo Services and the TAG on Logistics and Competitiveness, as well as in supporting the celebration of a convention on the subject, and 

CONSIDERING:


That it is the purpose of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) to propose and promote a policy of hemispheric cooperation for the development of the port sector in order to facilitate international transport and trade, and has established the TAG on Logistics and Competitiveness;


That it is necessary to know the degree of advance of the ports in the hemisphere as regards the adoption of measures aimed at developing logistic chains, and 


That the Delegation of Mexico has offered to host the First Hemispheric Convention on Port Logistics and Competitiveness, to be held in 2010, in the Port of Manzanillo, Colima, Mexico,
RESOLVES:

1. To hold the First Hemispheric Convention on Port Logistics and Competitiveness in the city of Manzanillo, Mexico, in 2010, this will be sponsored by the Ports and Merchant Navy General Coordination Office of the Ministry of Communications and Transportation, with the support of CCLEC and the Port of Le Havre/Soget S.A.
2. To thank the Delegation of Mexico for its kind offer to host this convention, and CCLEC and the Port of Le Havre/Soget S.A. for the support they will provide.
CIDI/CECIP/RES. 20 (X-09)

PLACE AND DATE OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS 

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

CONSIDERING:

That the Subcommittee on Policy and Coordination has become aware that the postponement of the 10th Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP, which should have taken place in December 2008, has caused a three-month lag which shortened the period necessary for the subcommittees and technical advisory groups to adequately carry out their activities and prepare their reports, and that it is pertinent to evaluate the possibility of postponing the date of such meeting, and 

That the Delegation of El Salvador is ready with the initially scheduled date, and therefore, the contracts and the commitments undertaken should be renegotiated, and a consultation should be held with the incoming Government which will take possession on June 1, 2009,

RESOLVES:

1. To entrust the Delegation of El Salvador to carry out the pertinent consultations and arrangements in order to consider the eventual postponement of the September meeting to December 2009. 

2. To entrust the Delegation of El Salvador to define in June 2009, at the latest, the issue mentioned in the previous point. 

3. To entrust the Secretariat of the CIP to prepare, in coordination with the office of the Chair of the Executive Board of the CIP and the El Salvador Maritime Port Authority, the preliminary agenda and Schedule, as well as the newsletter. 

4. To thank the Government of El Salvador and the Maritime Port Authority for kindly offering to host this important event. 

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 21 (X-09)

PLACE AND DATE OF THE ELEVENTH MEETING

 OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 


Resolution CECIP/RES. 19 (IX-07) of the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP; and

CONSIDERING: 


That Article 63, numeral 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) establishes that the Executive Board shall meet once a year; and


That the Government of Panama through the Panama Maritime Authority (AMP) has kindly offered to host the Eleventh Meeting of the Executive Board to be held in 2009,

RESOLVES:

1. To hold the Eleventh Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP in the City of Panama in March 2010. The exact date shall be determined by the Panama Maritime Authority before the Sixth Meeting of the CIP.

2. To entrust the Secretariat of the CIP to coordinate with the office of the Chair of the Executive Board of the CIP and the AMP to initiate their work to prepare a preliminary draft agenda and schedule, as well as the newsletter.

3. To thank the Panama Maritime Authority for its kind offer to host this important event.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 22 (X-09)

PLACE AND DATE OF THE TWELFTH MEETING

 OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 


Resolution CECIP/RES. 20 (IX-07) “Place and Date for the Twelfth Meeting of the 

Executive Board”; and

CONSIDERING: 


That Article 63, numeral 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) establishes that the Executive Board shall meet once a year; and


That the Government of Chile has kindly offered to be the host of the Twelfth Meeting of the Executive Board to be held in the year 2010,

RESOLVES:

1. To hold the Twelfth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP Ports in Chile, in December 2010.

2. To entrust the Secretariat of the CIP to coordinate with the office of the Chair of the Executive Board of the CIP and the Delegation of Chile to initiate their work to prepare a preliminary draft agenda and schedule, as well as the newsletter, preferably three months before the meeting is held.

3. To thank the Government of Chile for its kind offer to host this important event.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 23 (X-09)

PLACE AND DATE OF THE THIRTEENTH MEETING

 OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

HAVING SEEN: 


Resolution CECIP/RES. 21 (IX-07) of the Ninth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP,

CONSIDERING: 


That Article 63, numeral 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) establishes that the Executive Board shall meet once a year; and


That the Government of Guatemala through the National Port Commission (CPN) has kindly offered to host the Thirteenth Meeting of the Executive Board to be held in 2011,

RESOLVES:

1. To hold the Thirteenth Meeting of the Executive Board of the CIP in Guatemala, in 2011.

2. To entrust the Secretariat of the CIP to coordinate with the office of the Chair of the Executive Board of the CIP and the Government of Guatemala to initiate their work to elaborate a preliminary draft agenda and schedule, as well as the newsletter. 

3. To thank the National Port Commission of Guatemala for its kind offer to host this important event.

CIDI/CECIP/RES. 24 (X-09)

VOTE OF THANKS

(Approved during the fourth plenary session, celebrated on March 27, 2009)
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS,

CONSIDERING:


That the Tenth Meeting of the Executive Board of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), held in the city of Buenos Aires, Argentina, organized by the National Undersecretariat for Ports and Waterways of Argentina, has been successfully held;


That the General Secretariat of the Organization of the American States (OAS), through the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), contributed to the success of this meeting; and


That other public and private institutions from Argentina contributed to the successful development of the above mentioned meeting; 

RESOLVES:

1. To express its sincere appreciation to the Government of Argentina and, in particular, to the National Undersecretariat for Ports and Waterways, for the excellent organization and celebration of this meeting.

2. To thank the OAS General Secretariat, especially the Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Ports, for their valuable and important contribution to the success of the work of this Executive Board meeting.

3. To express its appreciation to all the international organizations, institutions and companies who contributed to the success of this meeting. 
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