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I. ESTABLISHMENT, MANDATES, AND OFFICERS

The Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) was established on October 24, 2007, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize (CP/INF.5564/07 corr. 1) and in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07). The mandate of the CEAM is to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.


The General Assembly, at its thirty-either regular session, adopted 1 resolution
/ on matters pertaining to the Special Committee on Migration Issues:
1. AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08): Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas

At its regular meeting of June 30, 2008, the Permanent Council installed the Special Committee on Migration Issues and elected Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize, as its Chair, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure.

In addition, at its meeting of September 16, 2008, the CEAM elected Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, as Vice Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues.  In January 2009, the CEAM elected Mr. William Torres, Alternate Representative of Bolivia as Vice Chair of the Special Committee given that Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros had ended his duty as Ambassador to the OAS early January 2009.
II. PROCEEDINGS
Pursuant to its mandate and as established in the Work Plan of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, which stated that the Committee would analyze migration issues with a view to fostering international cooperation, taking into account their political, social, economic, cultural, integrational, security, health, labor, and regulatory aspects, as well as any other aspect it considered relevant, the Committee moved forward with its work from its installation and first meeting in September 2008 until May 11, 2009 when it concluded its work for the 2008-2009 term.

The Work Plan also established that the Special Committee would carry out its activities in close consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), and other regional and international agencies.  To this regard, the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights designated a point of contact for the Special Committee on Migration Issues. 
As indicated in the Work Plan, the Special Committee held regular meetings, with the participation of diverse actors and agencies working in the migration area in the Hemisphere, to exchange information on migration flows in the region and promote horizontal cooperation among member states in this matter. 

A. Meetings

The Special Committee establisehed in its Work Plan that it would hold two meetings per month, with the possible participation of experts from member states and other international and regional organizations, as well as academics who would share their experiences on migration issues.  The CEAM held 14 meetings in the period between September 2008 and May 2009.  In the Work Plan the CEAM had originally planned to hold a Forum on Sub-Regional Integration Initiaitves regarding Migration, which was scheduled to take on April 7, 2009 with the purpose of examining migration issues from the perspective of the sub-regional integration groups. Due to scheduling commitments and conflicts this Forum had to be cancelled.  

i. Thematic Meetings

Over the course of the period, the CEAM addressed a series of thematic topics which were reflective of its mandate. For most of these thematic meetings, the Chair presented a background “Issue Paper” the topics that were to be presented. The following specific topics were addressed by the CEAM: 

a. Temporary Worker Programs

On November 4, 2008 the CEAM welcomed Ms. Dovelyn Rannveig Aguinas, Associate Policy Analyst of the Migration Policy Institute to address the topic of Temporary Worker Programs. There were subsequent presentations and discussions by OAS Member States of current Temporary Worker Programs being implemented in the Hemisphere

b. Migration and Development

On December 1, 2008 the CEAM held a panel presentation with experts to address the topic of Migration and Development. Ms. Kathleen Newland, the Director of the Program on “Migration and Development” of the Migration Policy Institute, Manuel Orozco, Senior Associate of the Inter-American Dialogue, and Günther Mussing, Chief of Mission in Guatemala of the International Organization on Migration integrated the panel on this topic.  In addition, there was also a discussion of the Global Forum of Migration and Development, whose second meeting was held on October 27-30, 2008 in Manila, Philippines. 

c. Emigration and the Brain Drain

The CEAM met on January 13, 2009 to address the topic of Emigration and the Brain Drain. Dr. Edward Greene, Assistant Secretary General, Human and Social Development of the CARICOM Secretariat presented the topic of the brain drain in the Caribbean and its impact on development. Subsequently Dr. Hunter Monroe, Senior Economist in the Caribbean I Division, Western Hemisphere Department of the International Monetary Fund and Dr. Caglar Ozden, Senior Economist, International Trade Division of The World Bank also addressed the topics of emigration, brain drain, and remittance flows in the Caribbean, and skilled migration and brain drain from Latin America respectively. 

d. Migration and Disaster Situations

In close coordination with the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the CEAM met in January 27, 2009 to discuss the topic of Migration and Disaster Situations. Mr. Thomas Linde, Representative on Migration of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) delivered a presentation on “International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies: Cooperation on needs and contributions of migrants in disaster situations.” The Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development presented the topic of disaster risk reduction in the Americas and its relation to migration flows and its negative impact on the environment. And finally, Amy Coughenour, Deputy Director of the Pan-American Development Foundation (PADF) presented the PADF’s programs for preparing for and responding to natural disasters and other humanitarian crises. 

e. Seminar on care for migrant communities 


At the request of the delegation of Mexico, the CEAM convened a Seminar on care for migrant communities on February 10, 2009. During this seminar, Ms. Hilda Dávila Chávez, Assistant Director General for Management and Information of the Institute of Mexicans Abroad addressed the following specific topics: talent network; institutional channels for participation for communities abroad in the public policy process of the state of origin; and offer of cooperation in education, health, community organizations, and financial intermediation. In addition, delegations shared their experiences on national initiatives undertaken related to the issue of care for migrant communities. 
f. Meeting to identify ways to link the efforts of the OAS to the regional migration consultative processes, 
The meeting of February 13, 2009 was convened pursuant to AG/RES. 2356 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas”, which requested that the OAS consider the possibility of linking its efforts in this area with those of regional migration consultative processes. During this meeting there was a panel presentation of initiatives of the regional consultative processes on migration. The Regional Conference on Migration (RCM or “Puebla Process”) was represented by Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, and the South American Conference on Migration (SACM) was represented by Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS.  A discussion and dialogue between member states followed the panel presentation. An Aide Memoire of the discussions and dialogue that took place during the meeting was circulated as CE/AM-77/09 rev.3. 

In addition, there was also a presentation by Dr. Nora Pérez Vichich, Chief Advisor of the Directorate for International Migration, General Directorate for Consular Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Worship of the Argentine Republic on the topics of: positioning of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) vis-à-vis the Second Global Forum on Migration and Development; and the preservation of all human rights and differences in levels of development as a cause of mass migrations:  regional and sub regional approaches. 

g. Seminar on Consular Assistance and Protection. Scope and Exchange of Best Practices


At the request of the delegation of Mexico, the CEAM convened a Seminar on Consular Assistance and Protection: Scope and Exchange of Best Practices on March 10, 2009. During this seminar, the CEAM addressed the topic of national experiences with the repatriation of nationals, with presentations form Daniel Hernández Joseph, Minister, Director General for the Protection of Mexicans Abroad of the Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, and Gustavo Alejandro Dzugala, Counselor, Director of Argentines Abroad, Office of the Director General of Consular Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Commerce and Worship of Argentina. In addition Daniel Hernández Joseph also addressed the following topics: Experiences with consular notification and access (pursuant to Article 36 of the Vienna Convention); Legal assistance programs for migrants; Program to identify the remains of Mexicans who died attempting to enter the United States of America; Preventive protection programs.  Delegations shared their experiences on national initiatives undertaken related to the issue of consular assistance and protection

h. Gender perspectives and Migration

In close coordination with the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the CEAM convened a meeting on April 1, 2009 to address the topic of gender and migration. Minister Laura Albornoz Pollman, Minister of the National Women’s Service of Chile and President of the Inter-American Commission of Women opened the meeting with a presentation of the actions undertaken within the framework of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in connection with gender and migration. Subsequently, a panel presentation on the needs, challenges, and achievements of member states, with a special focus on best practices implemented in the area of migration and gender took place with the participation of the CIM’s Executive Committee, and moderated by Ambassador Carmen Moreno Toscano, Eminent Ambassador of Mexico. The panelists provided the CEAM with recommendations and specific actions that could be promoted within the OAS framework to address gender issues in connection with international migration.  

ii. Institutional follow-up

· The CEAM initiated its work for the 2008-2009 with the consideration and adoption on November 4, 2008, of the Committee’s Work Plan. 

· The CEAM received a report by the Executive Secretariat on Integral Development (SEDI) of the OAS, through its Migration and Development Program, on the work being undertaken by the General Secretariat in this area, specifically on (1) mapping of migration labor flows in the Americas:  “Continuous Labour Migration Reporting System for the Americas (SICREMI)”; (2) matrix of existing legal frameworks and, as appropriate, migration regulations, policies, and programs for OAS countries; and (3) mapping temporary work programs inside and outside the Hemisphere.  

· Three of the regular meetings of the Special Committee were devoted to consideration and negotiation of the draft resolution the Special Committee would submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session to be held in San Pedro Sula, Honduras in June 2009.
· The CEAM convened a meeting for a presentation by the Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to address Resolution CJI/Res. 150 “Opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the Directive on Return adopted by the Parliament of the European Union”

B. CJI/Res. 150 “Opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the Directive on Return adopted by the Parliament of the European Union”

Resolution CJI/Res.150 “Opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the Directive on Return adopted by the Parliament of the European Union” of the Inter-American Juridical Committee was transmitted to the Special Committee on Migration Issues by the Permanent Council during the session held on September 10, 2008. The CEAM considered this item in its meeting of September 16, 2008, and at that time it was suggested that delegations submit resolution CJI/Res.150 to their capitals for review, and that the Special Committee on Migration Issues would address this topic again at a later date. 

On May 5, 2009, Ambassador Jaime Aparicio, Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, addressed the CEAM on this item, and explained the contents of the Opinion and expressed the concern of the Inter-American Juridical Committee that the contents of the Directive approved by the Parliament of the European Union might be applied or interpreted in such a way that it is not consistent with the international instruments with regard to respect and protection of the human rights of migrants.  Furthermore, the Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee expressed that the Return Directive approved by the Parliament of the European Union does not offer adequate guarantee of due legal process for immigrants liable to expulsion; offers inadequate protection to immigrants in vulnerable conditions, especially as regards children and adolescents, or when it refers to situations that could affect family unity; offers insufficient commitments in respect to asylum and refuge to ensure that individuals who are subjected to persecution in their country are not returned to there; entails internment measures that are not duly proportionate to the situation of immigrants or to pertinent international instruments on human rights; among other concerns.  The delegation
The delegations of the Permanent Observer Mission of France to the OAS and the Permanent Observer Mission to the European Union were present and participated in the dialogue that took place during the meeting. Both the Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and several OAS Member States recognized the sovereignty of each country to adopt its own internal laws and regulations, but nonetheless expressed their concerns as regards the consistency of this measure with the international instruments with regard to respect and protection of the human rights of migrants. There was general consensus on the need for further dialogue between OAS Member States and the members of the European Union on this matter. 
III. DRAFT RESOLUTION

The Chair of the Special Committee presented a draft resolution “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” which the Special Committee approved by consensus at its meeting of May 11, 2009.  It has been forwarded to the Permanent Council for subsequent transmission to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the distinguished Vice Chair of the Committee, Mr. William Torres, Alternate Representative of Bolivia to the OAS, and the delegates for their valuable contributions to the Special Committee’s work during this term, for their flexibility, and for their commitment to the issue, all of which helped us to move forward with our mandate. 


Nestor Mendez

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS


Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 

(For the period 2008-2009) 

COMISIÓN ESPECIAL DE ASUNTOS MIGRATORIOS

LISTA DE DOCUMENTOS, CONTRIBUCIONES Y PRESENTACIONES

(Para el período 2008-2009)

GENERAL DOCUMENTS / 
DOCUMENTOS GENERALES
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas


	· Work plan of the Special Committee on Migration Issues for the 2008-2009 period
	CE/AM-44/08 rev. 5
	E,S,F, P

	· Note from the Chairman of the Inter-American Juridical Committee forwarding resolution CJI/RES.150 (LXXIII-O/08) -Opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the directive on return adopted by the Parliament of the European Union
	CP/doc.4336/08
	E,S

	· VIII Conferencia Sudamericana sobre Migraciones: Programa Tentativo, Nota Informativa, y Proyecto de Declaración de Montevideo (Nota de la Misión Permanente de Uruguay) 
	CE/AM/INF.36/08
	S

	· Summary of the meeting of September 16, 2008
	CE/AM-48/08
	E,S,F, P

	· Presentación de la Secretaría Ejecutiva para el Desarrollo Integral 
	CE/AM/INF.37/08
	E,S

	· Summary of the meeting of October 7, 2008
	CE/AM-51/08
	E,S,F, P

	· Summary of the meeting of November 24, 2008
	CE/AM-64/08
	E,S,F, P

	· Lecciones aprendidas y posibilidades de replicabilidad de políticas y leyes sobre el vínculo entre remesas y desarrollo (Manuel Orozco - Agosto 2008) 
	CE/AM/INF.41/08
	S

	· Programa de Migración y Desarrollo Secretaría Ejecutiva para el Desarrollo Integral (Presentada por el Embajador Alfonso Quiñonez, Secretario Ejeutivo para el Desarrollo Integral de la OEA, durante la reunión del 27 de abril de 2009) 
	CE/AM/INF.70/09
	S

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 27 de abril de 2009
	CE/AM-88/09
	E,S,F, P

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 5 de mayo de 2009
	CE/AM-92/09
	E,S,F, P


DOCUMENTS FOR THEMATIC MEETINGS / 
DOCUMENTOS PARA LAS REUNIONS TEMÁTICAS
1. Temporary Worker Programs
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Temporary Worker Programs - Main Issues (Document presented by the Chair)
	CE/AM-53/08

	E,S,F, P

	· Aportes de los Estados Miembros de la OEA en el Tema de Programas para Trabajadores Temporales: Perú 
	CE/AM-54/08
	S

	· Contributions from OAS Member States on temporary worker programs: Jamaica 
	CE/AM-54/08 add. 1
	E

	· Rethinking Temporary Worker Programs (Presentation by Dovelyn Rannveig Agunias from the Migration Policy Institute)
	CE/AM/INF.38/08
	E

	· Summary of the meeting of November 4, 2008
	CE/AM-63/08
	E,S,F, P


2. Migration and Development
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Migration and development: general considerations - Main issues (Document presented by the Chair)
	CE/AM-62/08
	E,S,F, P

	· Global Forum on Migration and Development Final conclusions and recommendations of the Chair
	CE/AM/INF.39/08
	E

	· Migración y Desarrollo desde la Perspectiva de la OIM (Presentado por Günther Müssig, Organización Internacional para las Migraciones - OIM, durante la reunión del 1 de diciembre de 2008) 
	CE/AM/INF.42/08
	E, S

	· On Migration and Development in the Global Era (Manuel Orozco, Inter-American Dialogue)
	CE/AM/INF.43/08
	E

	· Tasting Identity: Trends in Migrant Demands for Home-Country Goods Executive Summary Manuel Orozco, November 20, 2008 (CEAM Meeting of December 1, 2008)
	CE/AM/INF.44/08
	E

	· Migration and development: a new policy arena for the Americas (Presented by Kathleen Newland, Migration Policy Institute)
	CE/AM/INF.45/08
	E, S

	· Making the most of family remittances - Second Report of the Inter-American Dialogue Task Force on Remittances - May 2007 (CEAM Meeting of December 1, 2008)
	CE/AM/INF.46/08
	E

	· Summary of the meeting of December 1, 2008
	CE/AM-65/08
	E,S,F, P


    
3. Emigration and the Brain Drain
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Brain Drain- General considerations (Document presented by the Chair)
	CE/AM-67/09
	E,S,F, P

	· Brain Drain and Impact on Development (Presentation by Dr. Edward Greene, Assistant Secretary General of CARICOM)
	CE/AM/INF.47/08
	E

	· Skilled Migration and Brain Drain from Latin America (Presentation by Dr. Caglar Ozden, Senior Economist, International Trade Division, The World Bank)
	CE/AM/INF.48/08
	E

	· Immigration, Brain Drain, and Remittance Flows in the Caribbean (Presentation by Dr. Hunter Monroe, Western Hemisphere Department, International Monetary Fund)
	CE/AM/INF.49/08
	E

	· Summary of the meeting of January 13, 2009
	CE/AM-71/09 rev. 1
	E,S,F, P


4. Migration and Disaster Situations
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Migrants in Disaster Situations (Document presented by the Chair)
	CE/AM-69/09
	E,S,F, P

	· International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies: Cooperation on Needs and Contributions of Migrants in Disaster Situations (Presented by the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies)
	CE/AM/INF.50/08
	E

	· Pan American Development Foundation’s (PADF) Programs for Preparing for and Responding to Natural Disasters and Other Humanitarian Crises (Presented by Amy Coughenour Betancourt, Deputy Director, Pan American Development Foundation)
	CE/AM/INF.51/08
	E

	· La Reducción del Riesgo a Desastres Naturales en las Américas reduce los Movimientos Migratorios y su impacto Ambiental Negativo (Presentado por Rosa Trejo, Departamento de Desarrollo Sostenible, Secretaría Ejecutiva para el Desarrollo Integral) 
	CE/AM/INF.52/09
	S

	· Summary for the meeting of January 27, 2009


	CE/AM-72/09
	E,S,F, P


5. Seminar on care for migrant communities
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Curriculum Vitae Hilda Dávila Chávez (Directora General Adjunta de Administración e   Información del Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior) 
	CE/AM/INF.53/09 corr. 1
	S

	· Presentación realizada por la Señora Hilda Dávila Chávez Directora General Adjunta de Administración e Información del Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior 
	CE/AM/INF.55/09
	S

	· Summary of the meeting of February 10, 2009 
	CE/AM-76/09
	E,S,F, P


6. Meeting to identify ways to link the efforts of the OAS to the regional migration consultative processes
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Presentacion Dra. Nora Perez Vichich (Documento informativo 
	CE/AM/INF.57/09
	E,S,P,F

	· Experiencias exitosas, logros y lecciones aprendidas de la Conferencia Regional sobre Migración (CRM) 
	CE/AM/INF.58/09
	E

	· Presentación de la Embajadora María del Luján Flores, Representante Permanente de Uruguay ante la OEA sobre la Conferencia Sudamericana sobre Migraciones (CSM)  
	CE/AM/INF.59/09
	E

	· Aide Memoire (Document prepared by the Chair based on statements by the member states and agreed upon by the delegations during the meeting of April 27, 2009)  
	CE/AM- 77/09 rev. 3
	E,S,P,F

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 13 de febrero de 2009
	CE/AM-78/09 rev.1
	E,S,P,F


7. Seminar on Consular Assistance and Protection. Scope and Exchange of Best Practices 
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Curriculum Vitae Daniel Hernández Joseph Director General de Protección a Mexicanos en el Exterior Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores de México
	CE/AM/INF.60/09
	S

	· Alcance e Intercambio de Mejores Prácticas Consulares (Presentación del Ministro Daniel Hernández Joseph, Director General de Protección a Mexicanos en el Exterior de la Secretaría de Relaciones Externas de México) 
	CE/AM/INF.61/09
	S

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 10 de marzo de 2009
	CE/AM-84/09
	E,S,P,F


8. Gender perspectives and Migration
	Title of document / Título del documento
	Classification / Clasificación
	Languages / Idiomas

	· Gender Perspective on Migration: General Considerations (Document presented by the Chair)
	CE/AM-83/09
	E,S,P,F

	· Opening Remarks Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize to the OAS and Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues
	CE/AM/INF.65/09
	E

	· Discurso de la Ministra Laura Albornoz Pollmann, Ministra del Servicio Nacional de la Mujer de Chile y Presidenta de la Comisión Interamericana de Mujeres (CIM) en la Comisión Especial de Asuntos Migratorios 
	CE/AM/INF.64/09
	S

	· Presentación Introductoria de la Embajadora Carmen Moreno Toscano:  Panel sobre las Necesidades, Retos y Logros de los Estados Miembros en Materia de Migración y Género 
	CE/AM/INF.69/09
	S

	· Necesidades, Retos y Logros de los Estados Miembros, con un Énfasis Especial en las buenas Prácticas Implementadas en Migración y Género (Presentado por Jeannette Carrillo Madrigal, Presidenta Ejecutiva del Instituto Nacional de las Mujeres de Costa Rica y Vicepresidenta de la Comisión Interamericana de Mujeres (CIM)) 
	CE/AM/INF.63/09
	S

	· Presentación de la Organización Internacional para las Migraciones
	CE/AM/INF.66/09
	S

	· Presentation by Sonia Helmy-Dentzel, Office of Population and International Migration (PIM), Bureau of Population Refugees, and Migration (PRM), United States Department of State (as written )
	CE/AM/INF.67/09
	E

	· Biografías de las Panelistas Reunión sobre Género y Migración 
	CE/AM/INF.62/09 rev. 2
	VERBATIM

	· Síntesis de la reunión del 1 de abril de 2009
	CE/AM-86/09
	E,S,P,F
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	�.	Distribution of mandates 2008-2009, document CP/doc.4325/08 rev. 2 (Approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of June 30, 2008, and revised on September 24, 2008).


� 	The documents included in this Annex are listed in their original language. All documents contained herein can be found in the Web page of the Special Committee on Migration Issues (� HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/specialcommittees/Special%20Committe%20Migration.asp" ��http://www.oas.org/consejo/specialcommittees/Special%20Committe%20Migration.asp�) 


� 	Los documentos incluidos en este Anexo están listados en su idioma original. Todos los documentos aquí contenidos pueden ser encontrados en la página Web de la Comisión Especial de Asuntos Migratorios (� HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/sp/comisionesespeciales/Comision%20Especial%20Asusntos%20Migratorios.asp" ��http://www.oas.org/consejo/sp/comisionesespeciales/Comision%20Especial%20Asusntos%20Migratorios.asp�) 


� 	English (E), Spanish (S), French (F), Portuguese (P)





