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Thank you, Madam Chair,


We are gathered here today at the headquarters of the Organization of American States to “examine the operation and application of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and to consider further transparency measures consistent with the purpose of the Convention.”
Twenty states have signed this Convention so far.  Only 13 have ratified it.  Our concern right now is to encourage efforts to give full effect to a treaty that is vital to building trust between and among our states by creating an atmosphere of peace and by strengthening our democracies.

Madam Chair,

Chile enacted the Convention on January 30, 2006, nearly seven years after signing in June 1999.  We have made every effort to be fully committed to this instrument.  We have presented the Annual Reports called for under Article 3 of the Convention, and these are published on the website of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security.

Madam Chair,

Building mutual trust is, then, the main focus of this Convention.  Trust, Madam Chair, is synonymous with hope and cooperation.  Increased mutual trust, at the neighborhood and global levels, will necessarily lead to better understanding between governments and peoples.

To illustrate the foregoing, we would like to share with this conference our experience with Argentina, a country with which we were on the brink of armed conflict in 1978.  Since then, and thanks to a step-by-step approach to the building of mutual trust, with action after action, we are now enjoying excellent relations resulting from joint effort by our governments and especially because of the willingness of our peoples.  In this context, we would like to cite just a few of the most recent and notable instances:


- This past November 28, President Michelle Bachelet of Chile and President Cristina Fernández de Kirchner of Argentina were received in Rome for an audience with His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI during the commemoration of the 25th anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of Peace and Friendship between Chile and Argentina. 

-
A central component of building trust was the Study produced by ECLAC in 2001-2002 to verify military expenditures.
-
The establishment of the “Southern Cross” Combined Peacekeeping Force with a Combined Military Staff. 

-
In 2007, Confidence-Building Measures were renamed “Cooperation and Integration Measures.” 

Madam Chair,
We would also like to take this opportunity to report that within the sub-regional framework, and consistent with our foreign policy on international security, our country proposed that UNASUR embark on a process to discuss and negotiate a “security architecture” for that grouping, modeled on the Declaration on Security in the Americas (traditional and new threats) and relying heavily on the deepening and bolstering of transparency measures.  For the information of OAS member states, we will distribute the text of that proposal, in Spanish and English.


Madam Chair,

One issue that is of particular concern for us, from the perspective of ensuring the effectiveness of this Convention, is reporting.  We believe it is an area that should be addressed and it is hoped that in the future we will receive as many reports as possible, as we understand them to be vital to compliance with the principles and objectives of this Treaty. 

In this context, we wish to cite the case of The Bahamas which, although not a state party, submitted a report that reaffirms the sense of this Instrument. 

Madam Chair,
In concrete terms, our delegation would be interested in sharing some ideas to promote universal application of the treaty and to better coordinate its implementation.  We believe these suggestions to be part of a dynamic cooperation framework, which is the essence of work in this area. We have consulted with a number of delegations that have similar concerns, and suggested to them the following: 

1.
Establishment of a mechanism—under the Convention, of course—to systematize the technical registry and political monitoring of this Treaty.  We would thus be taking a pro-active approach, as facilitators and promoters of the Convention.  We would therefore move from being merely passive actors to become dynamic spokespersons, bringing the instrument closer to the policy-making sectors in the countries.
This is a function we believe the General Secretariat should assume, with support and representation from the Legal Office and the Department of Multidimensional Security, in coordination with the conference organizers.
2.
Making the Meeting of States Parties more operational in nature, for which a more structured participation of national points of contact could be given some thought. They could meet once every two years instead of annually as they have been doing. We will therefore bear in mind the financial situation in our countries as well as the OAS’ budgetary constraints.
3.
Setting up a dedicated website for the Convention.  At the moment, the information is placed on the Committee on Hemispheric Security website.  It could include, for example, the text of the Treaty, the names of the national points of contact, the signatures and ratifications, reports submitted by countries, contact at the General Secretariat; and any other background information that might be useful.
4.
Taking a more practical approach, it would be useful if the deadline for submitting the roster of the national points of contact, mandated in resolution AG/RES. 2445 (XXXIX-O/09), were extended to next December 30; and
5.
Holding Conferences of States Parties every six years.  This way, two meetings of NPCs could be held during the period.
As noted, Madam President, these are just a few ideas we might call “food for thought,” which aim to provide this Convention with a much-needed boost.


Thank you very much.
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