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The first Meeting of Forensic Specialists of the Americas took place on September 24 and 25, 2009, at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., with the participation of 19 delegations, pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2369 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2462 (XXXIX-O/09), and CP/RES. 955 (1706/09), and as a follow-up to the Conclusions and Recommendations of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VI), Chapter VIII, “Hemispheric Cooperation in Forensic Investigation” (REMJA-VI/doc.21/06).

The main purpose of the meeting was to consider, among other relevant topics, progress made with developing forensic science in the Hemisphere, with a view to promoting exchanges of information and international cooperation relating to practices in this field. Thus the experts taking part in the meeting mentioned a series of conclusions designed to strengthen the way this subject is addressed within the OAS framework. In that connection, they recognized the need to:

1. Foster the exchange of information and experiences among the region’s forensic specialists and strengthen mutual cooperation among them, within the OAS framework;
2. Enhance the skills of forensic specialists in the region through ongoing education and training;

3. Promote the certification of forensic specialists in the region;

4. Promote mechanisms for cooperation among OAS member states to facilitate access to state-of-the-art technology in that field;

5. Promote the establishment and implementation at the regional level of international standards accepted by the forensic science community with a view to harmonizing the processes and procedures applied in forensic science;

6. Encourage forensic laboratories to meet the minimum quality standards for accreditation under the standards of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO); and 

7. Encourage forensic institutes and related academic institutions to share their practices and experiences at the next meeting of forensic specialists of the Americas.

To achieve the above, the forensic specialists in the region recommend:

1. Compiling a directory of the national points of contact of forensic specialists in the Hemisphere;

2. Entrusting the OAS General Secretariat, with the support of the national points of contact, with compiling a database with information for each country on firms specializing in the manufacturing and sale of forensic laboratory equipment;

3. Entrusting the OAS General Secretariat, with the support of the national points of contact, with drafting a study of capacity, opportunities, and current needs with respect to forensic investigation and training, and with creating a database of training offers that might be made by forensic institutes, drawing on the experiences of other related institutions in the field with a view to optimizing existing technical cooperation in the region; 
4. Convening a Second Meeting of Forensic Specialists of the Americas, to be held, if possible, in the second half 2010; and 

5. Requesting the OAS General Secretariat to continue lending technical, financial, and personnel support to the Meetings of Forensic Specialists of the Americas, within the resources allocated to the program-budget of the Organization.
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� Document approved ad referendum the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.





