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DRAFT RESOLUTION
RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE MEDIA
(Presented by the Delegation of the United States of America)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2523 (XXXIX-O/09) and previous General Assembly resolutions on “Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media”; 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution A/HRC/12/L.14/Rev.1, “Freedom of Opinion and Expression,” of the United Nations Human Rights Council; 
Taking note of the reports received since the last General Assembly from the Inter- American Commission on Human Rights and Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression  related to freedom of expression in the hemisphere 
CONCERNED about recent trends in the region, such as restrictions by some governments on the free operation of news media, arrests of prominent individuals for expressing opinions,  harassment and other intimidation, as well as assassinations of journalists and others who express controversial opinions, 

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the declarations contained in AG/RES. (XXXIX-O/09) ;

2. To call upon all member states to respect and ensure the right to freedom of thought and expression, and to create the necessary conditions for that purpose, including ensuring that relevant national legislation complies with international human rights obligations, is implemented appropriately and effectively, and does not allow for the manipulation of regulatory and legal authorities to suppress free speech. (new) 
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To request the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and its Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression to continue to monitor freedom of expression in the region; 

4. To urge member states to support the efforts of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression by welcoming on-site visits and providing additional resources when possible. 

5. To include freedom of thought and expression on the agenda of the forty-first General Assembly. 
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