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EDUCATION OF MIGRANT CHILDREN AND YOUTH
PROJECT BRIEF: FIRST STAGE 
Brief Background and Description of Project

“Education of Migrant Children and Youth” is a three-year project that seeks to document, systematize, and disseminate the lessons learned from promising policies, programs and practices aimed at providing quality educational experiences for migrant children and youth. The expected results of the project include enhanced awareness and capacity within Ministries of Education to develop, implement, and evaluate programs that improve the educational opportunities and outcomes of migrant children and youth. 
This project forms part of the professional development component of the Inter-American Program on Human Rights of Migrants adopted through AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05). It is financed primarily by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), through an allocation of US$ 200.000, for the three years.  It will be executed by the Department of Education and Culture of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development.

Project Stages

The project comprises three main stages. In the first stage of the project, which was carried out through 2009, the objectives were to: 

1) document the size and nature of the phenomenon (educational situation of migrant children and youth in the member States) and 

2) document and analyze existing national education policies and programs pertaining to  migrants children and youth.

The Office of Education and Culture will publish a draft analytical report with findings and policy recommendations and present the report in various OAS political and technical forums.

The second and third stages of the project, to be carried out in 2010 and 2011, will compile in-depth information on innovative educational initiatives in the hemisphere targeting migrant children and youth that have demonstrated results; publish and disseminate a policy recommendation report; and organize an international seminar on policies and programs for the education of migrant children and youth. The seminar will provide an opportunity for member states to share the lessons learned from educational policies and programs for migrant children and youth in the hemisphere. Finally, the project intends to develop policy recommendations for OAS Member States that could be considered in various inter-American forums and increase attention of key policymakers and stakeholders to the need to develop and implement policy in this area.  The OEC will seek to ensure that this project takes into account advances in the field undertaken by member States, and by other international and civil society organizations.
This project will be complemented with the sub activities of the Young Americas Business Trust. The YABT proposes to hold a series of sub regional workshops to share experiences and best practices focused on strategies to address the economic, social and political situation of migrants.  Other possible partners include: International Labor Organization (ILO); Inter-American Development Bank (IADB); International Organization for Migration (IMO); United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA); United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); and the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Territories

It is anticipated that all 34 OAS member States will participate in the process of developing the project in order to provide a comprehensive overview of the policies and programs targeting migrants, to benefit from the information exchange, and to ensure the project’s sustainability.

Results of the first stage

22 countries responded to a request to complete a survey on their policies and programs that target education of migrant children and youth. 
· Nine countries informed that they do not have any policy or program that deals with the education of migrant children and youth. 

· Six countries answered that they do not have a policy but that they do have programs that benefit these populations. Many of these programs also benefit other vulnerable populations (indigenous peoples, at-risk children, etc.)

· Seven countries answered that they are developing a policy on education of migrant children and youth. However, some of these countries have neither specific legislation nor institutions nor a specific budget allocation to deal with these issues. 

Among the main findings of the first stage:
· Education of migrant children and youth is often subsidiary to other compensatory policies on education (school inclusion and retention, intercultural education, bilingual education, etc.)

· In some countries, there is no specific budget allocation that is destined to the education of migrant children and youth. Nor are there related institutions that are responsible for the subject.

· There is a great variety of programs and projects that target education of migrant children and youth. They are oriented to improve their life conditions since many of them live in contexts of poverty.  In addition, there are bilingual programs or programs to learn a new language, some programs focused on family involvement, access to information and communication technology, and even more formal programs, such as student permits to study.

· As with policies, many of these actions do not only focus on education of migrant children and youth, they also include other topics (such as child labor eradication, bilingualism) and other populations (indigenous students, refugees, etc)

Main conclusions

· Migrant children and youth have specific needs that must be taken into account in order to formulate public policies: language issues, cultural integration, loss of cultural roots with the country of origin, family separation and reunion, interruption of their studies, recognition of school certificates.

· These problems are aggravated in the cases where migrant children and youth live with few resources or are very poor. We cannot conclude that necessarily migrant children and youth have worse problems in access, attendance and school performance, but since migration is associated with poverty and marginalized situations, these three topics are key to address these populations.

· The lack of specific and up to date data about migration, together with the fact that many countries have not answered the survey, may suggest that the topic of education of migrant children and youth does not figure very high on the region’s public policy agenda. Even when some countries have addressed the subject and incorporated some strategies in their public policy, the challenges for the hemisphere are still very broad.

· The main achievements of the programs tend to be: actions of international cooperation, exchange of methodologies, information exchange about the students, particularly among border countries , such as Bolivia and Argentina, United States and Mexico; Colombia, Venezuela and Ecuador.

· One of the main difficulties found is to measure the magnitude of the immigrant student population in the different countries, in order to better define policies and strategies. This problem is reinforced when immigrants also move within the country, for a parent’s job or even their jobs or because of internal conflicts. Censuses provide information only every 10 years, and given the high mobility and continuous growth of this population, these data become obsolete. Censuses do not always address irregular or undocumented immigration, which is the most vulnerable group among migrants. The questions and the different ranges in the censuses do not always distinguish the immigrant population. Very often the data are not comparable between countries, for example, the age range is not always the same. 
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