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RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Introduction


This report was prepared by the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), which resides within the Office of Education and Culture (OEC) of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI).


Its purpose is to inform member states of recent activities of the Teacher Education Program.  The report focuses specifically on progress in the areas of online courses and the Inter-American Teacher Education Network.  

“Teacher Education for 21st. Century Teachers: Concentration in Technology and Collaboration to Enhance the Quality of Education in the Americas”

Online Professional Development for Teacher Educators

This online course was created in partnership with iEARN-USA (International Education and Resource Network) a global network for teachers and students and Fundación Evolución.  The aim of the course is to help teacher educators integrate Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and innovative methodologies in their classroom practice with future teachers.

The course objectives are aligned with UNESCO’s “ICT Standards for Teachers”. The course content is centered on ICT integration in the curriculum using a constructivist approach, student-centered and project-based learning, and collaborative projects. Teacher educators from different countries build virtual learning communities to promote the exchange of ideas and experiences in order to contribute to the preparation of future educators. Preliminary comments from teachers refer to the high value of this course. Below are some quotations:

“…The whole course was for me an eye opener, because I never knew that the Internet would offer all those possibilities, for making teaching and learning such a vibrant, rich experience. I am very thankful to that course for showing me all these new ways” – Course participant

“I must admit that I did not have any assumptions about the course other than I will learn something new about computers. I was so off target! This course has enhanced my pedagogical skills in many significant ways. It forced me to reflect on my classroom practices” – Course participant
Requirements for participation include: A computer with Internet access, basic computer skills (e-mail, navigating websites, downloading documents), having pre-service student teachers with whom to work during the course and a commitment to complete a full twelve weeks of instruction.

Dates 2010:

· Regular Courses in English: 1st Edition-March 2010 / 2nd Edition – September 2010

· Regular courses in Spanish: 1st Edition-April 2010 / 2nd Edition – To be determined. 

· Closed Editions: At request of Ministries of Education or Universities, dates for further editions can be arranged for special groups.

The course costs US$500 per participant. The SG/OAS will provide financial aid of US$250. The final tuition cost for selected participants to financial aid will be US$ 250. For September 2010 there will be a small number of full scholarships available through the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture of the OAS in collaboration with the Educational Portal of the Americas.

Some results on the impact of the two editions of the pilot courses delivered in 2009 are shown in the pre- and post-course evaluation graphics displayed on the next page.
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Inter-American Teacher Educators Network 
(ITEN)

Despite considerable improvement in primary and secondary education coverage in the Americas in recent years, the region still faces the challenge of achieving quality for all. Poor quality education affects million of students in the region who leave school to find out they do not have the necessary knowledge and skills to facilitate their insertion in the labor market or be active participants in their societies.

As the global economy changes and new technologies are introduced, students need to acquire the critical skills that will prepare them for the demands of the labor market. Teachers need to be provided with appropriate training and support for developing and integrating these skills in the classroom. This effort to bring teachers up-to-date with such skills needs to start at the teacher education level with teacher educators. Teachers who graduate today to join the teaching workforce need to be ready to face the challenge of infusing their classrooms with innovative practices.

By creating a Portal devoted to Teacher Education in the Americas, and a Networking Forum for stakeholders at the teacher education level, OAS member countries will be able to share experiences and research in teacher education, and collaborate to create models of innovation in teacher education institutions. 

The expected results at the end of the project are:
1. A consolidated Teacher Education Network that will be used as an integrating mechanism for sharing knowledge, experiences, research and best practices in the field of pre-service teacher education, built upon a strategy of horizontal cooperation. The network will provide a communication tool for:

i. Technical teams in charge of teacher education in Ministries of Education and pedagogical universities in the hemisphere

ii. Heads of teacher education institutions and pedagogical universities

iii. Teacher educators

iv. Pre-service teachers

2. Strengthened capacity at the teacher education level by equipping the teacher educators with innovative pedagogical skills through online professional development offered through the network portal.

3. Improved quality of education for the pre-service teachers who work in collaborative projects with other pre-service teachers and educators through the online courses.

4. An observatory of ICT uses in pre-service education curricula and a map of teacher education institutions in the Americas through a partnership between the OAS and the UNESCO Institute for Higher Education in Latin America and the Caribbean.

ITEN is financed by the Inter-American Committee on Education (CP/RES. 831) and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) 

CIDI02831E01
