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CONTRIBUTIONS OF DELEGATIONS OF ECUADOR AND COSTA RICA ON THE DOCUMENT:
PROPOSALS TO THE CIE TO ADDRESS THE TOPIC OF SECONDARY EDUCATION IN ITS WORK PLAN FOR 2010-2012
“Better Opportunities for the Youth of the Americas: Rethinking Secondary Education”

Key Question: Who implementing? There are neither large amounts of money nor should we think of 'create' new regional institutions, but to use what we have through greater coordination and exchange ... and it is from this horizontal cooperation regional projects that regional projects may arise.

Guideline 1– Quality and relevance
Description: to promote and consolidate reforms, which would enhance both the quality and relevance of secondary education in the countries of the Americas

Suggested actions:

· Identify curriculum reforms - or other innovations - that have had a significant impact on raising the quality and relevance of secondary education
· Identify reforms or innovations that have helped to reduce school failure, repetition and dropout
· Research on achievements, constraints and challenges of programs, reforms and innovations related to the quality and relevance of education in countries of the Americas
· Activities to learn-and-take these successful experiences, with the characteristics of each country: to strengthen horizontal cooperation and technical assistance
Guideline 2 – Equity and access
Description: to promote and consolidate reforms to help ensure equity and universal access to secondary education in the countries of the Americas 

Suggested actions:

· Identify and systematize successful experiences in the implementation of policies, strategies, programs and projects of equity
· Research on achievements, constraints and challenges of equity programs
· Activities to learn-and-take these successful experiences, with the characteristics of each country: to strengthen horizontal cooperation and technical assistance
Guideline 3 – Identity and Participation
Description: to promote and consolidate reforms that may facilitate and promote the construction of a youth identity and to promote student participation in secondary education in the countries of the Americas 

Suggested actions:

· Identify programs and reforms that have had a significant impact in promoting identity development and student participation in secondary education
· Identify reforms which have helped to promote standards, values and attitudes associated with youth citizenship in secondary education (in particular, forms of student participation, including but not limited to student government)
· Identify types of activities - curricular or not - linked to the study and practice of the arts, music, theater, dance, and the study and practice of sports and physical education that help create identity, roots, sense of belonging, various forms of participation and development of values and learning in secondary students.
· Ensure that existing efforts at the international or hemispheric level about identity and student participation issues, are linked to national processes, learn from them and strengthen them, while respecting the specificity of each situation.
· Encourage student networking that promotes exchanges between them and that encourages open discussion about their needs, interests, problems, projects, etc. 
· Research on achievements, obstacles and challenges of programs related to identity and student participation in secondary
· Activities to learn-and-take these successful experiences, with the characteristics of each country: to strengthen horizontal cooperation and technical assistance
Guideline 4 - TECHNOLOGY: ACCESS, IDENTITY AND RELEVANCE 


Description: to promote and consolidate reforms that facilitate to ensure universal and equitable access to opportunities that arise from the use of information technologies and communication in secondary education in the countries of the Americas 

Suggested actions: 


• Identify reforms and programs that have had a significant impact on improving access and utilization of information technologies and communication, to improve: 


o The access and equity 
o Quality and relevance 
o The identity and participation 
o Teacher education and professional development 

• Research on achievements, obstacles and challenges of the programs related with the use of ICT in these four areas 
• Activities to take-and-learn these successful experiences, with the characteristics of each country: strengthen horizontal cooperation and technical assistance 
• Build national and regional projects that focus on taking advantage of  the 'economies of scale' and  the mutual learning aimed to universalize the  access to connectivity and to necessary equipment for the full utilization of ICT 


Guideline 5 – TEACHER EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS OF SECONDARY 

Description: to promote and consolidate reforms and programs that contribute to improve the quality, relevance and the opportunity of the processes on initial education and professional development of teachers in charge for secondary education in the countries of the Americas 

Suggested actions: 

• Identify programs and reforms that have had a significant impact on improving the initial  education for teachers for the pursuit of a quality teaching committed to the processes of innovation and educational change 
• Identify programs and reforms that have had a significant impact on improving the professional development of teachers for the pursuit of a quality teaching committed to the processes of innovation and educational change 
• Strengthen programs of scholarships, internships, professional exchanges and opportunities for teacher professional development in the hemisphere, and broadly disseminate 
• Research on achievements, obstacles and challenges of programs related to initial education and permanent professional development 
• Activities to take-and-learn  these successful experiences, with the characteristics of each country (horizontal cooperation) 


Guideline 6 – appropriate FUNDING FOR SECONDARY EDUCATION 


Description: to promote and consolidate reforms to help ensure the necessary funding to allow that the secondary education of the countries of the Americas will meet the objectives of quality, relevance and coverage stated here 
Suggested actions: 

• Identify those processes that have led to ensure the increased and sustainable funding to educational processes 

• Research on achievements, obstacles and challenges of programs related to education funding, including cost-benefit studies that assess the cost of not funding these programs 

• Activities to take-and-learn these successful experiences, with the characteristics of each country (horizontal cooperation) 

Meetings, workshops, forums 


For various lines stated, it is necessary to organize and conduct a series of meetings, workshops and forums to enable - at a hemispheric level, sub-regional and national levels - identify more specifically the actions that could and would encourage as well as for developing an agenda of horizontal cooperation suitable for these purposes.
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