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REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN WORKSHOP “THE ROLE OF THE ARTS AND MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS IN EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRATIC CITIZENSHIP”
According to the 2010-2011 work plan established by the Inter-American Committee on Culture and its first pillar “Building Institutional Capacity and Creative Industries: Increasing Economic Growth and Promoting Development through Culture”, a project proposed by the government of Barbados and supported by Ministers of Culture (Bridgetown, Barbados, November 2008) and Ministers of Education (Quito, Ecuador, August 2009) is currently being implemented under the name of “Fostering Cultural Diversity and Creative Expression through Education:  Sharing Good Practices”.   

This project aims to enhance the presence of cultural content in educational programs and to strengthen coordination between the education and culture sector. As such, since December 2009, different activities have been carried out to fulfill the initial objectives which are: 

a) A virtual forum, hosted on the Portal of the Americas from January to June 2010, in which 25 professional from the education and culture sectors - previously selected through the OAS professional development scholarship process - had a space for discussion to promote exchange of knowledge and opinions; to examine key conceptual documents and exchange other documents, good practices and policies; and to consider successful experiences that incorporate arts and culture in educational programs. The participants had previous been chosen following a selection process coordinated jointly with the Office of Scholarships of the OAS. 

b) The invitation and the designation of 59 professionals from ministries of education and culture of OAS Member States that were not represented in the aforementioned group.
c) The completion of the “Inter-American Workshop on the role of arts and communications media in education for democratic citizenship” was held in the premises of the Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (GFDD-FUNGLODE) in the city of Santo Domingo, (Dominican Republic) on June 16-18, 2010. The workshop was opened by the Minister of Culture of the Dominican Republic, Mr. José Rafael Lantigua, and the Vice Minister of Education of the Dominican Republic, Mr. Adalberto Martínez and Ambassador Aníbal Enrique Quiñónez Abarca, Representative of the Organization of American States (OAS) in the Dominican Republic. 84 Professionals from education and culture sectors of 26 Member States of the OAS, from the private sector, civil society and international organizations participated. For its part, the media of the host country gave wide coverage to the event during the three days of programming. As part of the workshop, the Ministry of Culture of the Dominican Republic offered a great show on the Palace of Fine Arts, during which participants were able to see first hand the programs being conducted by the Ministry in the area of Arts Education. Participants were also able to learn, from practice, the impact of the incorporation of arts and culture in the education and integral development of youth. 
In addition, this initiative served to consider jointly policies, programs and successful experiences that promote the development of creativity, labor competencies and democratic citizenship in young people of OAS Member States. The main objective was to stimulate collaboration among ministries of culture and education (and other pertinent public agencies) in the design and implementation of education policies oriented to the promotion of cultural diversity, creative expression, respect for cultural heritage, development of creative and cultural industries and democratic citizenship. 

In the participant surveys conducted at the end of the workshop, 87% of participants indicated the event had fulfilled their expectations and 92% highlighted the valuable opportunity to work and think collectively to initiate dialogue processes and forge partnerships between sectors. Participants also demonstrated special interest in the theme of cultural and creative industries and careers of the future which were discussed in the third panel of the workshop. 

Similarly, new proposals emerged to deepen topics such as: 

a. Evaluation and supervision educational management 

b. Methodology related to the incorporation of the arts in the educational curriculum

c. Collaboration systems and collaborative work and international cooperation

d. Fundraising and project financing 

e. Training of audiences and the role of the media

f. Relationship between schools and cultural centers

g. The role of cultural managers in formal and non formal education

h. The lack of public security as a threat to the development of education and culture

For more information on the Workshop – agenda, presentations, conclusions, bibliographies among others – click here
For execution period (October 2010 – June 2011), the remaining planned activities within the project are:

1. The contracting of a consultant to carry out a regional mapping of the existing policies to promote the integration of cultural diversity and creativity into educational programs

2. The compilation of the existing experiences during the meetings of Ministers of Culture, Ministers of Education and other appropriate audiences and their publication on the Internet. 

The Project was financed by: CIDI’s Special Multilateral Fund (FEMCIDI); the Inter-American Commission of Culture (CIC) and the Inter-American Commission of Education (CIE) through OAS CP/RES. 831; the Permanent Mission of the United States to the OAS; the People’s Republic of China; the Federal Government of Brazil, an important in-kind donation by Global Foundation Democracy and Development (GFDD/FUNGLODE) of the Dominican Republic and in-kind contributions from the Secretariats of Culture and Education of the Dominican Republic. 
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