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“EDUCATION OF MIGRANT CHILDREN AND YOUTH”
SUMMARY OF THE FIRST PART OF THE PROJECT
Background and brief description of the project

The project "Education of migrant children and youth" seeks to document, systematize and disseminate lessons learned on policies, programs and practices aimed at providing quality educational experiences for migrant children and youth. It is a three-year project whose expected results include raising awareness and capacity in Ministries of Education of the Americas and other relevant agencies to develop, implement, and evaluate programs that improve the educational opportunities and outcomes of migrant children and youth.
The project is part of a component within the Inter-American Program for Human Rights of Migrants including migrant workers and their families, adopted through resolution AG / RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05). It also falls within the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, adopted by the Ministers of Education in 2005. It is funded primarily by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) through a budget allocation of $ 200,000 for the three years. It is implemented by the Office of Education and Culture (OEC) of the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture (DHDEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the OAS.

Project Stages
The project comprises three main stages. 
First stage (2009): 

Objectives: (1) document the size and nature of the phenomenon (educational situation of migrant children and youth in the member states) and (2) document and analyze existing national education policies and programs pertaining to migrant children and youth.
Based on work done at this stage, the Office of Education and Culture has reviewed the literature on the subject, has implemented a survey in the Ministries of Education of Member States and has prepared an analytical report on public policy in education for migrant children and youth to be distributed in various technical and political forums of the OAS. Additionally, it has published an online newsletter on the topic.

Second stage (2010):

Objective: To gain in-depth knowledge of the experiences, needs and challenges of immigrant communities in the Americas regarding the education of the migrant children and youth.

In this stage we are developing four case studies that focus on the needs that communities and immigrant populations have in different countries in the region (Argentina, Costa Rica, Antigua and Barbuda and the United States).

Third stage (2011)

Objective: Member States share lessons learned and pending challenges on educational policies and programs for migrant children and youth in the hemisphere. 
The purpose is to publish and disseminate a policy recommendation report; and to organize an international seminar on policies and programs for the education of migrant children and youth.
The project aims to develop policy recommendations for the OAS Member States that can be taken into consideration at the Inter-American forums and that call the attention of policymakers and other stakeholders of the need to develop and implement policies in this area. The OEC will seek to ensure that this project takes into account developments made by Member States, as well as other international organizations and civil society.
The project is carried out with the cooperation of all member States of the OAS.

Results of the first stage - Mapping of public policy. Executive Summary

Context

Worldwide, according to data from United Nations Population Division at “Trends in International Migrant Stock” there are about 214 million international migrants in 2010, this means 10% more than in 2005, and 20% more than a decade ago
. 
While the American continent has traditionally been a region populated by immigrants from other continents, migration in the region has changed in recent decades. American countries are no longer only receivers of immigrants, but their populations have chosen to emigrate due to various factors, especially from countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to destinations like United States, Canada and Europe.
We know that the causes of global migration are multiple, heterogeneous and complex. However, we can say that in the case of Latin America and the Caribbean, the main cause of migration is the search for a better economic destiny of the people who migrate. Migration is related to differences in the development of the countries in the hemisphere, which generates very disparate levels of per capita income, causing migration and determining its directionality. The development gaps between countries of origin and destination, the macroeconomic factors and the imbalances in the labor market such as unemployment and informal employment, and the challenges that generate inequality and poverty, provide strong incentives to emigrate. Other factors affecting migration include demographic and political factors, social networks, geography, and costs of emigration, among others.
In the United States, particularly, there is large immigrant population: According to Trends in International Migrant Stock, in 2010 the U.S. had almost 43 million immigrants out of a total population of 310 millions. It is noteworthy that more than half of the population born overseas and living in the U.S. comes from Latin America and the Caribbean. Meanwhile, 7.2 million immigrants live in Canada. In South America, Central America and the Caribbean, the total number of immigrants for 2010 is close to 7,5 million people.
Information about immigrant children and youth is not fully updated. However, according to data from the IMILA
 project (Investigation of International Migration in Latin America) – taken from the national population censuses – there were for the years 2000-2002 more than 750,000 immigrant children and young from 0 to 19 years old living in 11 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, including countries with a greater presence of immigrants such as Mexico, Argentina and Costa Rica. In the United States, according to the 2000 census, the number of immigrant children between 0 and 19 years of age was 4,021,095 – four times more than that in the southern countries. In Canada, the number of immigrant children and youth between the ages of 0-19 years old is 595,625 (2006 Census).

Sources of Information
In 2009, the OEC carried out a survey to the Ministries of Education of the OAS Member States to find out what policies and programs they have regarding the education of migrant children and youth. 23 countries have responded.
Nine countries reported that they have no policy or program that serves migrant children and youth.
Seven countries have said that they have no policy, but they do have specific actions that include immigrant children and youth groups. Many of these actions are programs that also benefit other vulnerable populations (indigenous people, children who have dropped out of school or who are at risk of doing so, etc.).
Seven responded that they do have in place an education policy for migrant children and youth. However, some of these countries do not have a law or a specific resolution, nor do they have specific institutions, nor a specific budget allocated.

Key findings:

Education of migrant children and youth is often subsidiary to other compensatory policies on education (school inclusion and retention, intercultural education, bilingual education, etc.)

In some countries, there is no specific budget allocation that is destined to the education of migrant children and youth. Nor are there related institutions that are responsible for the subject.
There is a great variety of programs and projects that target the education of migrant children and youth. They are oriented to improve the life conditions of the population since many of them live in contexts of poverty.  In addition, there are bilingual programs or programs to learn a new language, some programs focused on family involvement, access to information and communication technology, and even more bureaucratic programs, such as those that allocate student permits to study.

According to the literature on the topic, there is a strong intersection between migration, poverty and marginalization. Migrant children and youth are often part of the target population of programs and projects together with other vulnerable groups, such as indigenous people, refugees, children living in poverty, etc. Furthermore, programs oriented to migrant children and youth are not merely educational, they often include topics such as child labor eradication, children trafficking, among others.
In the case of bilingual programs (teaching of another language in school), they are not directed only to immigrants but also to students who, still national, speak another language at home and in communities (such as indigenous children).

Main conclusions of the mapping of public policy in education for migrant children and youth

Migrant children and youth have specific needs that must be considered in order to formulate public policies: language issues, cultural integration, loss of cultural roots in the country of origin, family separation and reunion, interruption of their studies, recognition of school certificates.
These problems are aggravated in the cases where migrant children and youth live with few resources or are very poor. We cannot conclude –based on our findings- that migrant children and youth necessarily have worse problems in access, attendance and school performance, but since migration is associated with poverty and marginalized situations, these three topics are key to address these populations.
The lack of specific and up-to-date data about migration, and the scarce programs reported in the survey, may suggest that the topic of education of migrant children and youth does not figure very high on the region’s public policy agenda. Even when some countries have addressed the subject and incorporated some strategies in their public policies, the challenges for the hemisphere are still very broad.
The main achievements of the programs tend to be: actions of international cooperation, exchange of methodologies, and information exchange about the students, particularly among border countries, such as Bolivia and Argentina, United States and Mexico, and Colombia, Venezuela and Ecuador.
One of the main difficulties found is to measure the magnitude of the immigrant student population in the different countries, in order to better define policies and strategies. This problem is reinforced when immigrants also move within the country, for a parent’s job or even their jobs or because of internal conflicts. Censuses provide information only every 10 years, and given the high mobility and continuous growth of this population, these data quickly become obsolete. Censuses do not always address irregular or undocumented immigration, which is the most vulnerable group among migrants. The questions and the different criteria used in the censuses do not always distinguish the immigrant population. Very often the data are not comparable between countries; for example, the age range is not always the same; and comparison between countries can be problematic.
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� Initially, the objective of the second stage was to compile relevant information on innovative initiatives in education in the region that have demonstrated results for migrant children and youth, but it has been reformulated in light of the results of the first stage.


� The Mapping of Public Policy is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://portal.oas.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=fWmrQQCKlSs%3d&tabid=1232" ��http://portal.oas.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=fWmrQQCKlSs%3d&tabid=1232�  


� United Nations Population Division, Trends in International Migrant Stock: The 2008 Revision. CD ROM, New York, 2008.


� About the IMILA Project please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.eclac.org/Celade/proyectos/migracion/IMILA00e.html" ��http://www.eclac.org/Celade/proyectos/migracion/IMILA00e.html� 





