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I.  Composition

Chair: Panama 

Vice Chair: Argentina 

Member States: Barbados, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Uruguay, Venezuela 
II.  Work Plan for 2009
In accordance with Resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 07 (X-09) (see Annex 1), the approved 2009 work plan is as follows: 

1.
Continue compiling port laws, regulations, and other administrative rules from the Member States, to be posted on the CIP website. Responsible: Panama. 

2.
Develop a framework of reference to be taken into account for: 

a.
Requirements that administrations must enforce on waste reception companies.
b.
The analysis of rules and regulations on waste reception at the entry of vessels into ports in coordination with the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection. 

c.
Prepare, in coordination with Ibero-American Maritime Law Institute (IIDM), guidelines for developing a Model Law of Ports. 

3.
To continue with actions to promote the participation on institutions specializing in port legislation, particularly the IIDM, in this Subcommittee 

III.  Report on the activities carried out during 2009

1.
With reference to item 1, the delegation of Panama, together with the Ibero-American Maritime Law Institute (IIDM), is working on a compendium of laws, regulations, and administrative provisions from the CIP Member States. To gather that information, a survey was prepared (see Annex 2), replies to which (addressed to Panama/IIDM) have been received from the following countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela (see Annex 3).
The survey questions focused in particular on the role of port administrations and port operations.
2.
With reference to item 2.a, the delegation of Uruguay produced a document on the main requirements that must be met by companies receiving waste from vessels in ports. (See Annex 4) The CIP Secretariat distributed that information to all the port authorities of the Member States, in both Spanish and English.
3.
With reference to item 2.b, the delegation of Panama, in conjunction with the Argentine Naval Prefecture and the delegation of Uruguay, is currently gathering information on “Rules and Regulations related to waste reception at the point of entry of vessels in ports,” in order to analyze and study it and prepare a conceptual framework on the topic.
3.1
The Argentine Naval Prefecture, taking into consideration the survey on the requirements that the Argentine maritime authority imposes in that country for companies operating at ports that receive waste generated by vessels, prepared a document setting out the current regulations applicable to such activities. (See Annex 5)
3.2
The delegation of Uruguay prepared a draft protocol with the aim of establishing a procedure to be followed for reusing and recycling waste or refuse from ships. (See Annex 6)
That draft is structured as follows:
· Waste from vessels intended for reuse,
· Waste from vessels intended for recycling,
· Removal and recycling of burned engine oil from vessels.
In addition it deals with waste (furniture, appliances, computers, etc.) that still has a useful life and that is replaced, chiefly by cruise ships.
It also refers to the following regulations:
· Mercosur Resolution 30/02, “Rules for the Sanitary Management of Solid Waste in Ports, Airports, International Cargo and Passenger Terminals, and Border Crossings in Mercosur” (doc. attached), which was repealed by resolution GMC No. 52/07 (doc. attached).
This new resolution leaves the topic in the hands of the International Health Regulations 2005, as the regulatory framework that the Member States should observe and as how they should address health-related issues. (See Annex 7) 

· Ministerial resolution No. 15/2003 from the Ministry of Housing, Zoning, and the Environment/DINAMA, which sets environmental rules for the discharge and ultimate disposal of bilge in the Port of Montevideo. (See Annex 8) 

· Decree 252/89, “Prohibiting the importation of dangerous waste into areas under national jurisdiction.” (See Annex 9) 

3.3
Noteworthy on this point was the production and distribution of Circular MEPC.1/Circ. 677 of July 22, 2009, which contains a “Guide to diagnosing contaminants in oily bilge water to maintain, operate and troubleshoot bilge water treatment systems.” (See Annex 10) 

That circular urges the member governments of the International Maritime Organization (IOM) to bring it to the attention of interested parties, particularly crews on vessels sailing under their flags. 

4.
Regarding item 2.c, Dr. Ana Brunet and a team representing the Ibero-American Maritime Law Institute (IIDM) are working to meet the goals set, chiefly the drafting of a Model Law of Ports. 

In March 2009, Dr. Ana Brunet prepared a presentation on the Model Law of Ports. (See Annex 11)
The main points of that presentation were the idea behind a Model Law of Ports, and its objectives and scope. 

The Model Law is not a standardized piece of legislation; it is an international instrument with recommendations, and so must be seen as a frame of reference. 

The main contributions of the law are the following: 

· Precepts: containing explanations and information 

· Facilitates political decision-making 

· Facilitates legislative work 

· Facilitates the work of judicial authorities (those enforcing the legal framework)

The aim of this law is to bring port activities into line with international trade and safe transportation. Countries must take into account the economic, political, and social impact of adopting the parameters it establishes.
It should be noted that the adoption of its content will depend on such important factors as the country’s political organization and the size of the business.
5.
With reference to item 3, the Ibero-American Maritime Law Institute (IIDM) is working hard in conjunction with the Subcommittee on Port Legislation on the preparation of documents and, in addition, on the dissemination of the Subcommittee’s activities and on providing technical specialists to give presentations at the Subcommittee’s meeting to be held during the Eleventh Meeting of the CECIP in Panama.
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