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I. REPORT ON THE FULLFILLMENT OF THE 2009 WORK PLAN OF THE TAG ON ENVIRONMENTAL PORT PROTECTION
This document provides a summary of the actions carried out under the agreements reached by the Subcommittee on Environmental Port Protection. Those agreements were approved by means of Resolution CIDI/CECIP/RES. 05 (X-09) at the fourth plenary session, held on March 27, 2009, during the Tenth Meeting of the Executive Board of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) of the Organization of American States (OAS). Thus, the following tasks were assigned to the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in its capacity as the country chairing said Subcommittee.

2009 Work Plan of the Subcommittee and TAG on Environmental Port Protection 
Actions of the Chair under the 2009 Work Plan 

a.
Continue in 2009 to gather the information necessary to identify the Member States’ port environmental profiles and contingency plans. 

a.1. Publish the forms on the web page of the Autoridad Acuática Nacional of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the Instituto Nacional de Espacios Acuáticos (www.inea.gob.ve), and the CIP (www.oas.org/cip).

a.1.1. The publication of the forms on the INEA web page was one of the actions carried out by the Chair.
a.1.2. During 2009, we received two Member States’ forms for the Port Environmental Profile, and another state submitted the Country Contingency Plan form. 



a.1.3. This information, combined with the one we already had, enabled the consolidation of the following data:
	SPREADSHEETS

	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	TOTAL
	%

	Environmental Port Protection
	1
	
	
	1
	
	3
	5
	15

	Contingency Plan Country

	7
	0
	1
	0
	0
	3
	11
	32

	Contingency Plan 

Port

	4
	
	
	
	
	1
	5
	15

	TOTAL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	21
	


Pertinent comments: 

1.
The total number of forms returned corresponds to 32% of the Member States, distributed as follows: 

· Country Contingency Plan and Port Environmental Profile: one state 

· Country Contingency Plan: three states 

· Port Contingency Plan and Port Environmental Profile: one state 

· Port Environmental Profile: two states 

· Country Contingency Plan and Port Contingency Plan: four states 

2.
The analysis of the National Contingency Plans indicated that some countries had official plans that had been updated, some had not been updated, others were under development, and some states have no regulations whatsoever for contingencies. 

a.2  Send online consultations to the Chair of the Subcommittee: 




a.2.1.  During the 2009–2010 period covered by this work plan, the Chair received only four (04) consultations, which were dealt with without any problems. 


b.
Promote compliance by signatory countries with the International Agreements related to marine environment protection: MARPOL 73/78 and its Annexes, in addition to the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments.
b.1. Hold the First Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Protection in Foz de Iguazú, Federative Republic of Brazil, 2009. 

b.1.1. The Hemispheric Conference on Environmental Port Protection was held in July 2009 in Foz de Iguazú, Federative Republic of Brazil. It was organized by the Autoridad Portuaria de Paranaguá y Antonina and sponsored by the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), through its Executive Secretariat, and it addressed the following topics: 

Topic 1: 
Port environmental authorizations, management systems, and port environmental certification. 

Topic 2: 
Waste management, port effluent, zoonoses, and atmospheric, auditory, and visual pollution. 

Topic 3: 
Emergency and contingency plans for environmental disasters. 

Topic 4: 
Environment: sustainable development and port development. 

Topic 5: 
Ports and communities: actions for integration. 

Topic 6: 
Dredging: impact, cost, and adaptation of port areas. 

Topic 7: 
Innovative environmental port experiences. 

Topic 8: 
International cooperation in environmental port protection. 

Topic 9: 
The challenges of global climate change for the global economy and its impact on the port industry. 

This conference was attended by 335 participants from the following countries: Argentine Republic, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Federative Republic of Brazil, Federal Republic of Germany, French Republic, Italian Republic, Republic of Angola, Republic of Chile, Republic of Colombia, Republic of Panama, Republic of Paraguay, Republic of Uruguay, United Mexican States, and United States of America. 

b.2. Prepare a database with the activities of each Member State to promote observance of the Conventions. 

b.2.1. The following table sets out the information recorded to date with regards to the signing by the Member States of the following conventions: MARPOL 73/78, OPRC 1990, CLC 69/92, FUND 92, OPRC HNS 2000, and CLC 2001: 
	
	MARPOL 73/78


	OPRC 1990


	CLC 69/92


	FUND 92


	OPRC HNS 2000


	CLC 2001



	Information on Ratified Conventions 


	7
	5
	9
	2
	1
	1

	Information on Conventions Not Ratified 


	2

	4
	
	7
	7
	7


Pertinent comments: 

a)
According to the information received to date, the MARPOL 73/78 International Convention has been signed by 21% of the Member States and 6% of them have not ratified it. 

b)
The International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation (OPRC 1990) has been signed by 12% of the members and 12% have not ratified it. 

c)
The International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (CLC 69/92) has been ratified by 27% of the members, 9% of which stated that they are awaiting its implementation.
d)
The Protocol to the International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage (FUND 92) has been ratified by 6%, and 21% have not yet ratified it.
e)
The information gathered to date on the ratification of the Protocol on Preparedness, Response and Co-operation to Pollution Incidents by Hazardous and Noxious Substances (OPRC-HNS 2000) and of the International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage (CLC 2001) indicate, with respect to both, that 3% have ratified and that 21% have not.
b.2.2. E-mails were sent out, requesting information on the Member States’ adoption and enforcement of the following conventions: MARPOL 73/78, OPRC 1990, CLC 69/92, FUND 92, OPRC HNS 2000, and CLC 2001.
To date, with the information received on the actions and activities being carried out by certain countries to enforce some of these conventions, we are working on a summary table, which will enable to prepare a consultation document on the issue.
In order to enforce these oil-related conventions and agreements, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, under the leadership of the Instituto Nacional de Espacios Acuáticos (INEA), is updating the National Contingency Plan against Spills of Oil and Other Pollutants, the organizational structure of which will depend on the National Committee, with the Autoridad Acuática responsible for coordination, and also involving representatives of federal ministries, institutions, and organizations; at the next level come the Regional Committees, coordinated by harbor masters and also involving the private companies and public agencies that have dealings in waters under their jurisdiction; and finally there are the Local Committees of each port installation (administrator and/or operator), which are to act with synergy to provide prompt action and attention in the event that oil or any other pollutant is spilled.
With regard to the International Convention on the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is a part of the Globallast Program and a leader in the Caribbean region; to that end it has developed the National Management Plan for Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments (2008-2012) through the participation of the Technical Support Group (GAT) and the Hydrography and Navigation Directorate (DHN), in order to take timely action in connection with that threat.
II.
JUSTIFICATION FOR RETAINING THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP ON ENVIRONMENTAL PORT PROTECTION (TAGEPP) DURING 2010–2011
Recalling that the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), comprised by the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS), which has been engaged for the last 50 years, with the analysis of port issues, as well as the problems and possible solutions. 

Recognizing that strengthening cooperation and solidarity among the states parties can bring about the full development of ports, in order to secure benefits in the potential progress of the hemisphere on the basis of a new development model, founded on social justice, through proposals for change in the environmental, social, and economic arenas.
Bearing in mind that a general review of the Member States’ characteristics indicates that many of the hemisphere’s population depend largely on natural resources, particularly in the case of coastal populations, which are largely dependant for their survival and well-being on the resources found in bodies of water, through the pursuit of activities such as fishing and tourism.
Aware that the negative environmental impact arising from port activities and related maritime industries includes, inter alia, pressure on marine and coastal ecosystems and on rivers and lakes.

Faced with this reality we must create synergies in actions targeting the preservation and protection of the environment, which must be incorporated into port sector planning processes and be in line with strategies at the international, national, and local levels, so they can contribute to the attainment of goals and to the premise of a healthy environment, as has been stated on numerous occasions at international forums such as the United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development’s Agenda 21.
To meet this goal, an appropriate gathering and dissemination of information on Environmental Port Protection is needed, including: management and control of ballast water, port biological databases, regionalization of contingency plans for spills of oil and other pollutants, management and disposal of waste generated by vessels, and, in general, the provisions stipulated in international agreements, regardless of whether the Member States are signatories or not, since these are topics of strategic interest to the parties and are closely related to environmental matters, and so this will serve to raise awareness and incorporate sustainable development into port policies.
Thus, in order to advise the Inter-American Committee on Ports on issues relating to environmental protection and to ensure that port authorities have the information and means necessary to make optimal decisions for implementing sustainable port development, the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Environmental Port Protection exists, with the following main functions:
1.
To compile and exchange information on environmental protection, including the use of specialized information technology systems in this area.
2. 
To design and maintain a database with information relevant to its work.
3.
To organize national and international meetings and activities on specialized topics in this area.
4.
To report to the Chair of the Executive Board, in writing, every six months, on the progress and results of its work.
5.
To prepare proposals and recommendations to enhance environmental protection and present them to the Inter-American Committee on Ports through the Executive Board. 

Consequently, the CIP, through the TAG on Environmental Port Protection, chaired by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, is continuing its task of raising awareness about the identification and management of highly sensitive environmental variables at port facilities, thereby improving cooperation among port administrations on that topic and facilitating the exchange of experiences and the implementation of environmentally friendly practices to prevent marine pollution, as a tool to guarantee maritime security and facilitate decision making, for those countries that so require.
Accordingly, the Venezuelan State is pursuing the search for the sustainable development of ports and of multimodal transportation; research into the creation of an environmental port policy in the region and of preventive contingency plans; the implementation of educational programs on environmental issues; and environmental impact assessments; all with the aim of responding to the new concerns arising from activities related to the constant evolution of the international maritime sector.
Thus, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, in its urge to continue building a multipolar world, stressing the construction of social justice, solidarity, and the guarantees of peace, through the furtherance of fraternal dialogue among peoples, their self-determination, and respect toward freedom of thought, is keen to reaffirm the currency and importance of environmental protection measures in port activities.
We believe in ensuring the rational and ecologically sustainable use of port activities, avoiding weakening living conditions on our planet, favoring the feelings of the population, wherein the key aim is to secure generous benefits in the social and environmental arenas. In this way, given the new developments on the international stage, we will see a world with numerous opportunities for sustained and equitable growth and development in terms of levels of social wellbeing; therefore, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, in line with its national ideas for an increasingly green world, proposes the following points as issues of particular interest to the Hemisphere:
1.
Observance of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL 73/78), particularly its Annex IV, “Regulations for the prevention of pollution by sewage from ships,” and Annex V, “Regulations for the prevention of pollution by garbage from ships.” 

2.
Control and management of ballast water to prevent possible biological invasions that could seriously upset the ecological balance of the marine environment, since this hemisphere has high levels of maritime traffic. 

3.
Promoting contingency plans against oil spills. 

4.
Encouraging mutual assistance for dealing with oil spills, in line with the international agreements and conventions. 

III.
PROPOSED TAG WORK PLAN FOR 2010–2011
The Venezuelan State, in pursuit of a sustainable world and on the basis of the issues of particular interest to the hemisphere, has drawn up the following work plan for the Environmental Port Protection TAG for the 2010–2011 period:
1.
Promote compliance with the guidelines set by the MARPOL Convention, specifically Annex V, on zero garbage dumping in the Caribbean area, and Annex IV, on the prevention of pollution from sewage. 
2.
Promote activities for the control and management of ballast water and vessel sediments by: 
a)
Defining areas for exchanges of ballast water.
b)
Creating the Port Environmental Profile by generating a database of biological species, in order to identify those that are native, invasive, exotic, and cryptogenic.

3.
Promote the creation of a web application to record data that will indicate the hemisphere’s current environmental situation, both globally and by state, in which each member country can submit relevant information on the sensitivity of its ports, through a simple, user-friendly technological tool.

4.
Encourage the member states to develop contingency plans and to define the mutual assistance actions described therein, in order to bring about their regionalization.
If this work plan is approved, the member states would be urged to actively cooperate with the pursuit of the activities it contains.
� This report also corresponds to the activities carried out during 2009 by the Technical Advisory Group on Environmental Port Protection.





