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Inter-American Support for the CNTBT
Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Graeme C. Clark,
Brazil is taking the floor in its capacity as current President of the Council of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL), given that Ambassador Gioconda Úbeda Rivera, of Costa Rica, who was recently elected Secretary General of the Agency and would thus be representing OPANAL, has not yet assumed her new functions.

The Presidency of the OPANAL Council wishes to thank the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security for inviting the Agency to discuss important topics on the international agenda on disarmament and nonproliferation. OPANAL attaches great importance to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CNTBT) and considers it essential to furthering the cause of nuclear disarmament.


The CSH initiative in this area is a significant contribution as we prepare for the Second Conference of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones (NWFZ), to be held in New York in April, and for the Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), also in New York, in May. Latin America and the Caribbean, as a denuclearized region, all of whose countries are OPANAL members, will participate actively in those deliberations. It bears repeating that the nuclear-weapon-free zone established by Latin America predated the CNTBT. 

The CNTBT created an international framework for the disarmament and nonproliferation system.  The OPANAL member countries hailed the adoption, by the United Nations General Assembly in 1998, of the CNTBT, aware as they were that a nuclear test ban is an important step toward the elimination of nuclear weapons.  A large majority of the OPANAL members are also parties to the CNTBT.


In addition, all OPANAL members listed in Annex 2 to the Treaty (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru) have ratified it, thus paving the way for its entry into force.
Since last year we have seen the issue of nuclear disarmament reemerge on the international agenda.  After years of discouragement and frustration, the entry into force of the CNTBT is a viable reality.  The announcement by President Barack Obama, in Prague in April last year, that the U.S. Government intended to redouble its efforts toward legislative approval of the Treaty with a view to its ratification, is extremely welcome. 

The Treaty’s entry into force would therefore send a very strong message about the international community’s strict adherence to disarmament. 


Observance of the moratorium on nuclear testing since 1996 by the nuclear-weapons states parties to the NPT must also be commended.  However, this situation is fragile since it is not based on any legally binding multilateral commitment.
Moreover, disarmament is more than a simple, albeit necessary, reduction of nuclear arsenals.  For example, the ongoing technological upgrading of existing nuclear weapons does not contribute to disarmament.  Thus, nuclear disarmament must include a series of concrete measures to reduce the role now played by nuclear weapons.  Banning nuclear tests is one of those measures and, given its potential to restrict technological improvements to nuclear arsenals, it may be one of the most important.


OPANAL and its members will continue to support the CNTBT and to emphasize the need for the instrument’s rapid entry into force.  Many countries of the region already apply the Treaty’s provisions, including support for the International Monitoring System, the centerpiece of the Treaty’s regime.  Approximately 50 stations are spread out throughout the region, in 14 countries and territories (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Puerto Rico, and Venezuela).  Representatives of Latin America and the Caribbean have participated actively in various courses and workshops sponsored by the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization–most recently in Brasilia, in October, for operators of the Latin American stations.

The General Conference and the Council of OPANAL adopted several resolutions supporting a comprehensive nuclear-test ban, and the Agency’s member states have individually supported pertinent resolutions in such international forums as the United Nations. 
During the First Conference of States Parties and Signatories of Treaties that Establish Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, held in Mexico in 2005, and at the Meeting of Focal Points of Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, held in Mongolia in 2009, OPANAL expressed its strong support for the CNTBT as an important contribution to the cause of nuclear disarmament. That support will have to be renewed at the Second Conference of States Parties and Signatories of Treaties that Establish Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, to be held in April this year in New York, just before the Eighth NPT Review Conference.
Mr. Chair,
Disarmament is possible only if the international community as a whole and the nuclear-weapon states in particular make an unequivocal commitment to achieving the objective of a nuclear-weapon-free world. The CNTBT is an important step in that direction. 
Thank you very much.
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