- 2 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-498/10




14 April 2010


COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS
Original: Spanish


MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY

PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES

APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR

PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

[Fundación Cívico Social Pro Cartagena (FUNCICAR)]

ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY

FUNDACIÓN CÍVICO SOCIAL PRO CARTAGENA 

TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES 

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Fundación Cívico Social Pro Cartagena (FUNCICAR).
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by Fundación Cívico Social Pro Cartagena in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background
Fundación Cívico Social Pro Cartagena (FUNCICAR) is a civil society organization founded on August 10, 1993, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia to lead public institution capacity-building processes and citizen participation in public policy formulation under three programs: Mejores Ciudadanos [Better Citizens], Mejor Gobierno [Better Government], and Mejor Ciudad [Better City]. It also works with civil society to provide technical knowledge for the exercise of its civil and political rights.

FUNCICAR focuses on the region’s development by promoting youth rights and obligations and youth participation in political affairs, programs to strengthen citizens’ groups, projects to observe public institution efficiency and transparency, and financing community service programs.

FUNCICAR finances its activities and projects from contributions received from the National Democratic Institute, the International Republican Institute, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the Presidential Program against Corruption, Corporación Transparencia por Colombia, the National Endowment for Democracy, Bolívar Technological University, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit [German Technical Cooperation Agency] (GTZ), Plan International, the United Nations Development Programme (UNPD), the Electoral Observation Mission (EOM), the Corona Foundation, El Tiempo publishing house, and private firms, among others.

FUNCICAR submitted its request for registration with the OAS on February 4, 2010. 

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



Fundación Cívico Social Pro Cartagena 
Address:
Centro Histórico, Barrio Getsemaní, 

Calle Larga No. 8b-177, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia

Telephone:
+ 57 5 6647500 / + 57 5 6657255

E-mail address:

comunicaciones@funcicar.org
Web page:


www.funcicar.org 

Executive Director:

Carolina Calderón Guillot

Date established: 

10 August 1993

3. Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

FUNCICAR seeks to strengthen democratic governance by promoting public-private cooperation and civil society impact on public policy. The following activities of the organization bear some relation to the work of the OAS:

· Strengthening citizen rights and building citizen capacity to influence political and social life, by means of leadership programs;
· Following up on commitments assumed by local and regional government in Colombia to government transparency and accountability, ensuring citizen access to information; and
· Promoting youth participation in programs to monitor the execution of public resources allocated to education.

4. CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

FUNCICAR forms partnerships with other civil society organizations, private firms, and public entities to promote their programs for development, coexistence, and governance.  Contributions already made by the organization and that might be of interest to the OAS include:

· Executing training projects and programs for youth and citizens’ groups to audit and monitor public entities; 

· Organizing public forums and debates on political reform, the strengthening of political parties, and political control, and election coverage training for journalists; and

· Organizing visibility campaigns on the performance of political actors through the use of television broadcasts, newsletters, blogs, and the Internet.

5. Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives

Contributions already made by the organization and that might be of interest to the OAS include:

· Defending and promoting the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Contributing to the efforts of the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance of the Secretariat for Political Affairs to achieve transparency and integrity in government;

· Providing information on the electoral situation – both regional and national – to the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the Secretariat for Political Affairs; 


· Supporting the work of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), especially its Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices; and

· Contributing to the efforts of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations to promote civil society participation in OAS activities
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General, dated, August 13, 2009

· Articles of incorporation
· Bylaws

· Mission statement

· Activity report for 2009
· Financial statements for 2009 (audited by Vilfredo Espinosa Cabarcas, CPA)

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP24114E05.doc�








