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ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society International Center for Transitional Justice.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by International Center for Transitional Justice in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

The International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) is a non-profit organization established on March 27, 2001 in Wilmington, Delaware, United States, with its current headquarters in New York, New York, United States and 11 regional offices around the world. ICTJ’s mission is to help build the capacity of local actors and governments in order to promote the accountability of human rights abusers, provide integral support to victims of unresolved cases of human rights crimes, and seek justice and reconciliation.

ICTJ develops both judicial and non-judicial projects, working locally and worldwide, producing research and comparative analyses to provide data and recommendations to policymakers on relevant issues. It also offers a number of courses, seminars and other programs in this field. ICTJ’s organizational principles focus on advocating for the victims and their families; upholding international human rights law; producing customized policy recommendations based on local circumstances; ensuring the participation of local actors in policy development; and collaborating with similar organizations that work in the field of transitional justice.

From its 12 regional offices, ICTJ has worked on projects in 32 countries throughout the world, including Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru and the United States.
Representatives of ICTJ met with the OAS General Secretariat and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in 2006 to discuss the peace process in Colombia. Additionally, it has worked with the European Council’s Political and Security Committee and has participated in informal dialogues with the United Nations (UN) Security Council, UN Peacebuilding Commission and the UN Department of Political Affairs.

ICTJ has financed its activities with contributions from the governments and aid agencies of Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland, as well as the European Union and United Nations; foundations and trusts including the John Merck Fund, the Open Society Institute, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the Ford Foundation, the MacArthur Foundation and the Skoll Foundation; and individual donations, among others.
The International Center for Transitional Justice submitted its application to register in the OAS on February 8, 2008.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



International Center for Transitional Justice
Address:


5 Hanover Square, 24th Floor





New York, NY 10004





USA

Telephone:


(917) 637-3800
Fax:



(917) 637-3900
E-mail address:


info@ictj.org; jciurlizza@ictj.org
Website:


www.ictj.org
President:


David Tolbert
Americas Director:

Javier Ciurlizza
Date of foundation:

March 27, 2001
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
The International Center for Transitional Justice develops initiatives for the promotion of peace and reconciliation in post-conflict regions at the local, national and international levels. The activities of ICTJ that relate and could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promoting access to justice by advocating for fair legal trials both at the domestic and international levels of perpetrators of human rights abuses and offer professional advisement to the national judicial systems to strengthen the existing legal structure;
· Collaborating directly with governments, civil society and the international community to establish truth commissions which promote democratic participation and cooperation by facilitating dialogues to understand past violations as well as find possible prevention mechanisms for future crimes;
· Assisting local actors in researching, designing and implementing country-specific reparations programs, which serve to recognize and reconcile wrongdoing against the victims;
· Analyzing human rights abuses, taking into account a gender perspective to develop gender-sensitive initiatives that empower women and improve their access to transitional justice efforts;
· Monitoring States’ security agencies such as police and military and providing recommendations on strategies for reform to improve legitimacy, as well as assisting with census and registration programs which create more formal and accountable institutions; and
· Organizing seminars, briefings and training programs on theories and practices of transitional justice and post-conflict peacebuilding for intergovernmental institutions, national governments, ministries of foreign affairs and non-governmental organizations.
4. Identification of OAS work areas

The International Center for Transitional Justice offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Provide professional technical assistance to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), with a specific focus in support of the efforts by the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women investigating gendered access to justice;

· Prepare amicus curiae briefs and other legal advice as needed for the Inter-American Court of Human Rights;
· Offer support to the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (DSDME) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) for the OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA) and work with local actors and victims of human rights violations in the region;

· Contribute recommendations and technical support to the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance (DSMG) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in its efforts to establish more responsible public institutions;

· Work with the Department of Public Security (DPS) of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) in the Inter-American Police Training Program to promote accountability and incorporate census and registration projects of state security agencies; and
· Collaborate with the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture (DHDEC) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), especially on the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General dated February 8, 2008

· Certificate of Incorporation
· Bylaws 
· Declaration of Institutional Mission Statement

· Annual Report: 2004/05, 2006/07, 2008, 2009
· Financial Statements for the year ended March 31, 2008
· List of sources of financing for 2006, 2008, 2009
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