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[Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc.]
ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION BY LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN NETWORK FOR DEMOCRACY, INC. IN THE FRAMEWORK OF REGISTRATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs / Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. 
The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1. Background

Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. is a network of non-profit organizations that was established on November 4, 2008 in Medford, Massachusetts, United States of America, with the mission to provide support to individuals and groups working to spread the values, principles and practices of democracy in the region. 
Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. is a network of approximately 250 civil society organizations working to promote democratic values and civil society participation in the region in 19 OAS Member States, including Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay and Venezuela. 
Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. seeks to fulfill its mission by providing the member organizations with a space to share knowledge, exchange best practices and develop strategies for the defense of civil society in the region in the areas of democracy, human rights, rule of law, equality and freedom of expression.  The network has done this by monitoring elections, organizing round tables and forums with other civil society organizations, and participating in meetings of international organizations such as the Community of Democracies, United Nations and the OAS.  

Recently, the members of the Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. have participated in the XXXIX and XL Regular Sessions of the General Assembly in 2009 and 2010, Civil Society Hemispheric Forum and Special Session of the CISC in Washington, D.C. on May 5-6, 2010, 137th Period of Sessions of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in Washington D.C. in November 2009, and the V Summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago on April 17-19, 2009.
The activities of the Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. are financed by contributions from its members and it does not directly manage funds. 
Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. presented its application to be registered with the OAS on April 20, 2010.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. 
Address:
43 Riverside Ave

Office. 228


Medford, Massachusetts 02155 


USA

Telephone:


(781) 368-7940
Website:
www.democracialatinoamerica.org 

E-mail:
coordinacion@democracialatinoamericana.org
Executive Director:

Oscar Alvarez 

General Coordinator:

Carlos Ponce

Date established: 

November 4, 2008
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. is composed of civil society organizations working together to respond to the obstacles to democracy and promote civil society participation.  The network’s main areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Influencing the adoption of regional public policy related to the promotion of democracy, human rights, rule of law, equality, freedom of expression, poverty reduction, and civil society freedom through participation in meetings and conferences of international organizations;

· Strengthening the capacity of civil society organizations to participate in the policymaking process by offering a collaborative forum and coordinating regional meetings with civil society leaders, women’s groups, the media, democracy activists, students and academics on topics related to promoting democracy, defending civil society, human rights, freedom of expression, protections for journalists and poverty alleviation, among others; and
· Contributing to the protection of democracy in the region by disseminating crisis alerts and declarations regarding threats to democracy to promote the peaceful resolution of conflicts, implementing electoral monitoring missions and on issues pertaining to freedom, democracy and human rights in vulnerable countries.
4. OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
Latin American and Caribbean Network for Democracy, Inc. offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Promote the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Present recommendations to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) of the Permanent Council to strengthen the involvement of CSOs and other social actors in the OAS and its political bodies;

· Support the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by providing reports on the status of freedom of expression and human rights in the region;

· Collaborate with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) on matters related to promoting women’s participation in political, economic, social and cultural affairs;

· Support the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) in its work to facilitate and increase civil society participation in OAS activities;
· Contribute to the mission of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) to foster sustainable democracy as the best option to guarantee peace, security and development by presenting declarations and alerts regarding potential threats to democracy in the region, and in the implementation of electoral observation missions with members of the network throughout the Americas; and
· Assist the Summits of the Americas Secretariat in following up on the implementation of mandates from previous Summits and by participating in meetings as part of the preparatory process.
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter requesting to be registered in the OAS, April 20, 2010
· Articles of incorporation

· Institutional mission statement

· Annual report for 2008 and 2009

· Form 990-EZ Return of Organization Exempt from Income Tax 2009
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