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1.
Adoption of the agenda of the General Assembly (Article 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly):

Pursuant to Article 34 of its Rules of Procedure, the General Assembly shall adopt the agenda for the forty-first regular session by the vote of two-thirds of the member states. 

2.
Adoption of the recommendations of the Preparatory Committee by the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session (Article 20 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly) 

No later than 15 days before the opening of the General Assembly session, the Preparatory Committee shall adopt recommendations on the following topics:

a. Agreement on the draft agenda;

b. Agreement on the proposed program-budget;

c. Agreement on the time limit for the presentation of proposals;

d. Agreement on the duration of the Assembly session;

e. Agreement on the minutes of the meetings;

f. Determination of the quotas of the member states.

3.
Annual report of the General Secretariat on the activities and financial condition of the Organization [Article 112.g of the OAS Charter, and the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat] (Report of the General Secretariat)
This item is included as provided in Article 112.g of the OAS Charter and Articles 3.g and 111 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat. The Secretary General, in due course, will present his annual report, which also addresses the financial condition of the Organization, to the Permanent Council.

4.
Report of the Secretary General on credentials (Article 27 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)

Pursuant to the provisions of Article 27 the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Secretary General shall submit a report on the credentials presented to him under Article 3 thereof.  This report is presented during the first plenary session.

5.
Annual Report of the Permanent Council (Article 40 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council)

According to Article 40 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council, the Council is to present to the General Assembly an annual report and such special reports as it considers appropriate.

6.
Observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter)
/
a. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (cidi)
b. Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) 

c. Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

d. Inter-American Court of Human Rights

e. Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)

f. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

g. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

h. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

i. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

j. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

k. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

l. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)

m. Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA)

n. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

o. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

7.
Determination of the place and date for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly

Under Article 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the General Assembly must decide on the place and date of its forty-third regular session.  In accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2615 (XL-O/10), the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly will be held in Cochabamba, Bolivia.

8.
Election of officers of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly)
a. Four members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

The members of the Commission shall be elected in a personal capacity by the General Assembly of the Organization from a list of candidates proposed by the governments of the member states.  Each government may propose up to three candidates, who may be nationals of the state proposing them or of any other member state of the Organization.  When a slate of three is proposed, at least one of the candidates shall be a national of a state other then the proposing state.

The Secretary General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of the candidates nominated, and shall transmit it to the member states of the Organization at least thirty days prior to the next General Assembly.

The members of the Commission shall be elected by secret ballot of the General Assembly from the list of candidates referred to in Article 4(2).  The candidates who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute majority of the votes of the member states shall be declared elected.  Should it become necessary to hold several ballots to elect all the members of the Commission, the candidates who receive the smallest number of votes shall be eliminated successively, in the manner determined by the General Assembly.

The members of the Commission shall be elected for a term of four years and may be reelected only once.  Their terms of office shall begin on January 1 of the year following the year in which they are elected.

No two nationals of the same state may be members of the Commission.

At this session, the General Assembly will elect four members to replace the following commissioners whose terms will expire:

· Paulo Sergio Pinheiro (Brazil)

· Felipe Gonzalez (Chile)

· María Silvia Guillen (El Salvador)

· Luz Patricia Mejia Guerrero (Venezuela)

As of May 3, 2011, the General Secretariat received and published in document AG/CP/INF.600/10 rev. 12, the following candidacies:

· Rosa María Ortiz (Paraguay)

· Felipe Gonzalez (Chile)

· Guillermo A. Cochez (Panama)

· Víctor García Toma (Peru)

· Tracy Robinson (Jamaica)

· Rose-Marie Bella Antoine (Belize)

b. Two members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

The Committee shall be composed of 11 jurists, nationals of the member states, elected by the General Assembly in their personal capacity for a period of four years, from panels of three candidates presented by those states.  Their term of office shall begin on January 1 of the year following their election.  No two members may be nationals of the same state.  A member state may propose nationals of other member states on its panel of three candidates.  The candidates shall be of high moral character, possess the scientific knowledge and the experience required for the best performance of their duties, and be able to devote themselves exclusively to the work of the Committee during its meetings.  The procedure for electing members of the Inter-American Juridical Committee in the case of the normal expiration of their terms of office is provided in Appendix III to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

At this session, the General Assembly will elect two members to replace the following judges when their terms of office expire:

· Guillermo Fernández de Soto (Colombia)

· Mauricio Herdocia Sacasa (Nicaragua)

As of May 3, 2011, the General Secretariat received and published in document AG/CP/INF.600/10 rev. 12, the following candidacies:

· Carlos Alberto Mata Prates (Uruguay)

· Luis Moreno Guerra (Ecuador)

· Edgardo Molino Mola (Panama)

c. Three members of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

The Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas is composed of seven members elected in their personal capacity by the OAS General Assembly from among candidates proposed by the member states.

During this session, the General Assembly will elect three members of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas to replace the following when their term of office expires:

· Carlos Eduardo Caputo Bastos (Brazil)

· Marc Rosenberg (Canada)

· Hebe Martínez Burlé (Uruguay)

As of May 3, 2011, the General Secretariat received and published in document AG/CP/INF.600/10 rev. 12, the following candidacies:

· Santiago Pereira Campos (Uruguay)
· Justice Mark Rosenberg (Canada)
d. One member of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS
The OAS Administrative Tribunal has six members, each of a different nationality, elected by the General Assembly, in a personal capacity, to a six-year term. They may be reelected once only.  Their terms of office begin on January 1 of the year following their election. Each government may present a candidate.  The following persons are ineligible to serve as members of the Tribunal:  permanent representatives of the governments on the organs, agencies, or entities of the Organization; persons who serve permanently on those bodies in any capacity; and staff members of the OAS General Secretariat.

The procedures for electing members of the Administrative Tribunal are governed by Appendix II to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly is to elect one member of the Administrative Tribunal to fill the vacancy that will occur when the following judge completes his term:

· Andre M. Surena (United States)

As of May 3, 2011, the General Secretariat received and published in document AG/CP/INF.600/10 rev. 12, the following candidacies:

· Andre M. Surena (United States)

e. One member of the Board of External Auditors to Examine the Accounts of the General Secretariat

During this session, the General Assembly will elect one member of the Board to fill the vacancy that will be left upon completion of the following Board member’s term:

· James Millette (United States)

As of May 3, 2011, the General Secretariat received and published in document AG/CP/INF.600/10 rev. 12, the following candidacies:

· James Millette (United States)

9.
The Question of the Malvinas Islands
Under the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 669 (XIII-O/83), the General Assembly decided to continue to examine the Question of the Malvinas Islands indefinitely. 

Thus, at its fortieth regular session, the General Assembly adopted AG/DEC. 65 (XL-O/10), which, as at the previous regular session, reaffirmed the General Assembly’s commitment “to continue to examine the topic at subsequent sessions until a definitive settlement was reached.”

10.
Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region
In resolution AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly renewed the commitment it gave and entrusted to the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas to work intensively to conclude negotiations on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action; and it expressed the sincere political will of all the member states to conclude and adopt those documents before the end of 2010.

It reiterated the mandate given to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which included the principles of social development and established specific goals and targets that reinforced the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty; and it instructed the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to prepare the draft Plan of Action, conceived for the attainment of specific, feasible goals, on the basis of existing mandates and following the structure of the Social Charter of the Americas.

It instructed the Permanent Council to consider, once the negotiation process has concluded, convening a special session of the General Assembly, taking into account the offer of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host it, for the adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action; and it requested the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to present the results of their work to the General Assembly for consideration and adoption.

11. Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent
In resolution AG/RES. 2550 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly took note of United Nations General Assembly resolution A/RES/64/169, “International Year for People of African Descent,” which proclaimed 2011 the International Year for People of African Descent. It reaffirmed the importance of the full, free, and equal participation of people of African descent in all aspects of political, economic, social, and cultural life in the countries of the Americas.

Furthermore, it reiterated the instructions given to the Permanent Council through resolution AG/RES. 2489 (XXXIX-O/09) to convene a second special meeting on cooperation between the Americas and Africa, with the participation of the African diplomatic corps and representatives of the African Union Commission as well as OAS permanent representatives, and instructed the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting to celebrate the International Year for People of African Descent. The Permanent Council held the special meeting on March 15, 2011.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

12. Towards the Establishment of Priorities on the Youth of the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2553 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reiterated that it continued to attach high priority to youth development in the Americas and resolved to take all necessary steps to mainstream the youth perspective into the programs and activities of the Organization of American States. It requested the General Secretariat to compile and present to a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), the results of the Special Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Summit on Youth Development, the Pre-Conference of the Americas, and the World Youth Conference, and that it initiate consultations with member states on the implementation of said priorities.

It also requested the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to consider the possibility of convening an Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities responsible for Youth before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in 2011, taking into account the report by the General Secretariat containing the compilation of priorities and the results of the consultation process.

The General Secretariat has prepared the above-requested report and presented it to CEPCIDI during its 170 regular meeting and the member states are examining possibility of holding the inter-American meeting mentioned in the preceding paragraph in the coming months.

The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

13. Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter
In resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly resolved to continue promoting democratic cooperation in order to support member states, at their request, in their efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, values, practices, and governance, fight corruption, enhance the rule of law, bring about the full exercise of human rights, and reduce poverty, inequity, and social exclusion.

The Assembly reaffirmed that the promotion and protection of human rights is a prerequisite for a democratic society, and that it is important to continue to develop and strengthen the inter-American human rights system. It also reaffirmed, as applicable, the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and, in that context, reiterated the request to the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is called for in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

The General Assembly recognized, furthermore, the importance of promoting the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture; and requested the General Secretariat to continue supporting this objective through training programs to promote the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture, on the basis of Articles 26 and 27 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  In that context, it instructed the General Secretariat to continue supporting the Permanent Council and the member states in the execution of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices and its Plan of Action.

The Assembly reaffirmed, as applicable, the mandates contained in resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of Its Fifth Anniversary,” and instructed the General Secretariat to support programs designed to prevent and fight corruption, contributing to the fostering of accountability, efficiency, and integrity in the exercise of public service, with a view to strengthening a culture of transparency and ensuring more efficient public management.

It highlighted, furthermore, the substantive contribution made by the OAS to the strengthening and development of electoral processes and systems in the member states, through OAS electoral observation missions, electoral advice, and technical cooperation, upon the request of a member state and consistent with the Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation. In addition, it recommended to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so request, and promote cooperation and dialogue between these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the field of information and communications technology (ICTs) and e-government.

The General Assembly encouraged member states to design and implement educational programs that promote a culture of dialogue and communication, as well as civic education programs that include concepts such as ethics, transparency, and public information, with a view to contributing to the strengthening of a democratic culture. It also recognized the important role of participation of all sectors of society, including civil society, in the consolidation of democracy, and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies; and, in that regard, it instructed the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with broad participation by all sectors of society, including civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, themes, outcomes, and recommendations of the meetings held at the OAS in March 2008 under the theme “Partnering with civil society.”

The Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to organize and carry out a dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to submit the results and/or progress of the same during 2011, to commemorate the 10th anniversary of its adoption.  The Permanent Council has initiated discussions with a view to implementing the mandates contained in this resolution in 2011.

The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

14. Contributing to the Reconstruction Process in Haiti in the Wake of the January 12, 2010, Massive Earthquake
In resolution AG/RES. 2557 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly expressed its support for reconstruction in Haiti in accordance with the Action Plan presented by the Government of Haiti at the New York Donors’ Conference and the principles adopted at the Montreal Conference, within the OAS mandates in Haiti. It also urged member states to fulfill pledges they had made at the International Donors’ Conference in New York and to coordinate their reconstruction and development initiatives under the leadership of the Haitian Government to ensure optimal coherence and effectiveness.

The Assembly requested the General Secretariat to focus OAS cooperation with Haiti on capacity building, institutional strengthening, and governance. It requested also that the General Secretariat:  continue its work in support of the Government of Haiti in relation to electoral processes and the establishment of the Permanent Electoral Council; continue to support the Haitian authorities, especially the National Registry Office (Office National de l’Identification), as part of the process of modernization of civil registration and the issuance of national I.D. cards, and continue to work on transferring the required technical skills to that institution in order to make that process permanent and sustainable; Assist the Haitian authorities, upon their request, in modernizing the cadastral systems and land-titling processes in order to facilitate development planning, zoning, and security of land ownership with a view to fostering socioeconomic development; and Assist the Haitian authorities, upon their request, with strengthening the process of inclusive and open dialogue on the need for, and scope of constitutional reform and other major governance-related reforms.

The General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to consider adjusting its structures dealing with Haiti, to better respond to OAS mandates in light of the new challenges facing that country and to strengthen internal coordination within the Secretariat, as well as coordination with other partners of the inter-American system.

The General Secretariat is to report on its activities in Haiti and on the implementation of this resolution.

15. Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States 
In resolution AG/RES. 2610 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly emphasized the work the Working Group has already done in performing a joint diagnostic assessment of existing mechanisms for disaster prevention and response and humanitarian assistance and encouraging its future actions, and it encouraged efforts to strengthen existing mechanisms for disaster prevention and response and humanitarian assistance among the member states. 

The Assembly invited the member states to participate in the meetings of the Working Group:  “Strengthening Humanitarian Assistance” and “Regional Coordination System,” to contribute, based on their experiences and through the presence of experts on relevant subjects, and of international and subregional organizations and social actors, especially civil society organizations and nongovernmental organizations working in these areas. 

The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

16. Celebrating 50 Years of Scholarship Awards:  Reaffirming Support for the OAS Scholarship Program and Institutional Cooperation in Higher Education
In resolution AG/RES. 2495 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed that “higher education shall be available to all, provided that, in order to maintain its high level, the corresponding regulatory or academic standards are met.” It recalled that the establishment of the Scholarship Program in 1958 promoted cooperation among the states of the Americas in exchanging knowledge and experience to further develop the Hemisphere’s human and physical resources, strengthening ties among people in the Americas by awarding scholarships and affording other opportunities to students. This decision has led to the regular provision, over 50 years, of these invaluable and prestigious scholarships as well as related services.

The General Assembly also considered that, in line with these decisions and subsequent resolutions and mandates of the political bodies of the Organization of American States, Executive Order 08-01 Rev. 2, “Structure of the General Secretariat,” reaffirms that the OAS Scholarship Program remains an essential function of the Department of Human Development (DHD) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI).

Therefore, it reaffirmed the contribution of the scholarship program of the Organization of American States (OAS) to the training of leaders, academics, researchers, and professionals in the Hemisphere who work in the public and private sectors; and it decided to hold, in the first quarter of 2010, a special joint meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Permanent Council to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the OAS scholarship program, which meeting was postponed by the two bodies and held on October 1, 2010.

In keeping with this resolution, the Secretary General is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the mandates.
17. Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”
In resolution AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly requested the Secretary General to allocate, in accordance with available financial resources, the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the CIM to continue supporting the implementation of the MESECVI.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.

18. Promotion by the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) of Cooperation for the Development and Dissemination of Information and Communication Technologies in the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2545 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly, at its fortieth regular session, recognized that the OAS, through CITEL, is in an ideal position and has the necessary experience to serve as the forum for coordination, debate, and harmonization of national and regional telecommunication strategies and policy, as well as information exchange in this area.

Accordingly, it requested CITEL to continue coordinating efforts to harmonize, develop, and improve telecommunication/ICTs and to continue to provide a platform where policymakers, regulators, private sector representatives, researchers, academics, and other interested parties could exchange views, experiences, and best practices in this area that contribute to promoting the inclusion of the countries of the region in the Information and Knowledge-based Society. It also requested that member states participate in the activities of CITEL in order to ensure regional representation in the debates.

In keeping with the above, CITEL is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

19. Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere
In resolution AG/RES. 2547 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly recalled resolution AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” through which the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) was instructed to conduct a study on the matter. It also recognized the opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI/RES. II-14/96), in which the Committee unanimously concluded that “in the significant areas described above the bases and potential application of the legislation which is the subject of this Opinion are not in conformity with international law.”

In addition, in AG/RES. 2547 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly took note of the Report of the Permanent Council on the matter and requested that it report on developments in that regard.

20. Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors
In resolution AG/RES. 2548 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly entrusted the Secretary General with coordinating the implementation of that program directly with the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), the Trafficking in Persons Section of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and, where appropriate, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and additionally with receiving support and advice from other competent organs and agencies of the OAS.

It recommended the establishment of a Specific Fund of voluntary contributions to finance the Inter-American Observatory on Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Other Forms of Violence against Children and Adolescents, and invited the member states, permanent observers, and others to contribute to financing that Program.

The Assembly also requested the IIN to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the mandates in that resolution.

21. Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women
In resolution AG/RES. 2560 (XL-O/10) the General Assembly once again urged the Secretary General to take measures to support the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and to promote gender equity and equality within the OAS and in the Hemisphere.  It recalled that in recent years the CIM had received additional priority mandates from the member states without the corresponding budgetary appropriations.

Consequently, it reiterated its instruction to the Secretary General to provide the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its role as a specialized organization of the OAS, with adequate human and financial resources to strengthen its ability to carry out its growing mandates, in particular those recognized as priorities by the member states; and it urged him to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding and invited member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.

It also renewed the mandate to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present a work plan that included the financial resources needed to fulfill the Commission’s mandates, including those related to the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP).

Pursuant to this resolution, the Secretary General is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of these mandates.

22. Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality
In resolution AG/RES. 2561 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly once again requested the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by that Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, and the Inter-American Program on the Protection of Women’s Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) to continue its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into the work of its special committees, working groups, resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as the case may be, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis.

It urged the Secretary General to:  a) continue, with support from the CIM, promoting and working on full implementation of the IAP so as to achieve integration of a gender perspective into all programs, activities, and policies of the OAS; b) request the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly their initiatives to mainstream the gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities, and to forward that information to the CIM so that it could be included in the annual report to the General Assembly that is drawn up pursuant to that resolution; c) to continue to implement, with support from the CIM, the OAS Gender Program and to give priority, when allocating external resources, to activities that facilitate its expansion.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of that resolution.

23. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples [AG/RES. 2565 (XL-O/10)]

In resolution AG/RES. 2565 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly invited the member states to conduct consultations or dialogues on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples with the respective indigenous peoples. It also requested the Selection Board of the Specific Fund to continue to work according to the principles of transparency established in the resolution CP/RES. 951 (1691/09) “Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.” The Assembly also requested the General Secretariat and the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to lend their valuable support to the process of drafting the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and thanked them for their ongoing contribution to that process.
The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

24. Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law
In resolution AG/RES. 2575 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly urged member states and the parties engaged in armed conflict to honor and fulfill their obligations under international humanitarian law, including those pertaining to safeguarding the life, well-being, and dignity of protected persons and property, and the proper treatment of prisoners of war.

Among other matters, the General Assembly urged those member states that had not yet done so to consider becoming parties to the following treaties, among others:  the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in Time of Armed Conflict (Hague Convention, 1954), and its Protocols of 1954 and 1999; the 1968 Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity; the 1972 Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (Biological Weapons Convention); the 1977 Protocols I and II Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, as well as Additional Protocol III, of 2005, including the declaration contained in Article 90 of Additional Protocol I; the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects (CCW) of 1980, including the amendment to Article 1 thereof, adopted in 2001, and the five protocols thereto; the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 2000 Optional Protocol thereto on the involvement of children in armed conflict; the 1993 Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction (Chemical Weapons Convention); the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention); the 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.

The General Assembly also invited the member states to disseminate as widely as possible the rules and principles of international humanitarian law, in particular by incorporating them into military doctrine and manuals, so that armed forces will have the means and mechanisms necessary for their effective implementation, and by making use of the pertinent media so that such law may be familiar to the civilian population; it urged member states to modify their criminal law in order to meet their legal obligations under the 1949 Geneva Conventions and in the case of the states parties to it, its 1977 Additional Protocol I and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, with respect to the definition of war crimes, universal jurisdiction for these serious breaches, where applicable, and the responsibility of superiors for the acts of their subordinates, among other relevant provisions, and it urged those member states that have not yet done so to adopt, in accordance with their internal law and pursuant to international law, legislative or other measures necessary to establish the non-applicability of statutory limitations to the most serious violations of international humanitarian law constituting crimes under international law.

In addition, the General Assembly invited member states that are parties to the Rome Statute to cooperate fully with the International Criminal Court and to define in their criminal law the crimes that are within its jurisdiction; it called upon member states to ensure that their laws regulate use of and respect for, and prevent and, if applicable, punish the misuse of the emblems of the Red Cross, the Red Crescent, and, if applicable, the Red Crystal, as well as their name, as provided for in the relevant treaties; it urged member states in keeping with their obligations under international law, to adopt effective measures to prevent the disappearance of persons in cases of armed conflict or other situations of armed violence, to determine the fate of persons who disappeared, and to attend to the needs of their families; and, it encouraged member states to ensure the adoption of the necessary measures and mechanisms to protect cultural property from the effects of armed conflict, in accordance with the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its two protocols and other international obligations, and in particular to give consideration to the adoption of preventive measures related to the preparation of inventories, the planning of emergency measures, the appointment of competent authorities, and the enactment of laws to ensure respect for such property.

Likewise, the General Assembly encouraged states parties to implement actively the 2010-2014 Cartagena Plan of Action adopted by the Second Review Conference of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction, with particular emphasis on care for victims, and on prevention and reduction of the risk of arms contamination; it urged member states to participate actively and constructively, as states parties or observers, as applicable, in the work of the First Review Conference of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, held May 31 to June 11, 2010 in Kampala, Uganda; it also urged member states to adopt legislative and other measures, including criminal legislation, to strengthen national institutions and coordination among them, and to ensure regional and subregional cooperation for implementation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol, the 1972 Convention on Biological Weapons, and the 1993 Convention on Chemical Weapons, inter alia, by adopting or developing codes of conduct and codes of professional ethics for the scientific and industrial community, with a view to preventing misuse in the context of bioscientific and biotechnological research, and considering national, regional, and international measures to improve biosafety and biosecurity, including laboratory safety and the security of pathogens and toxins; and, it reminded member states that are parties to various international instruments that prohibit or restrict the use of certain weapons for humanitarian reasons, of their obligations in accordance with said instruments, including the prevention and suppression of any prohibited action, and provision of proper care to victims, as appropriate.

The General Assembly also invited member states to step up their efforts to strengthen safeguards for civilians against the indiscriminate use and effects of arms and ammunition in general, especially by adopting laws designed to enhance control over the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms and other related materials.  In addition, the General Assembly encouraged member states to continue participating in the Group of Governmental Experts of the High Contracting Parties to the 1980 Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects (CCW), in order to develop an instrument that fully addresses the consequences of cluster munitions, and invited member states that have not yet done so to ratify it as soon as possible; and, it exhorted member states to adopt all the necessary measures to comply with their respective international obligations regarding the recruitment and use of children in armed forces or armed groups, and to prevent their participation in hostilities, in accordance with the rules and principles of international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and the international law of refugees.

Moreover, the General Assembly encouraged member states to establish evaluation procedures to determine, when studying, developing, acquiring, or adopting a new weapon or new means or methods of warfare, whether their use, manufacture, stockpiling, export, or transfer would be contrary to international humanitarian law and, in that case, to prohibit their use by the armed forces and their manufacture for said purposes.  It also encouraged interested member states to participate in meetings of the preparatory committee of the United Nations Conference on the Arms Trade Treaty, established by Resolution 64/48 of the United Nations General Assembly, in order to achieve a legally binding treaty on the highest possible common international standards for conventional weapons transfers; it invited member states to continue supporting the work of national committees or commissions responsible for implementing and disseminating international humanitarian law, and urged any state without such an entity to consider establishing one, as a way of preventing conflicts and of strengthening international humanitarian law; it also extended an invitation, as applicable, to participate actively in the Regional Meeting of National Commissions for Implementation of International Humanitarian Law, to be held in Mexico City June 23-25, 2010, and in the third international meeting of these entities, to be held in Geneva, Switzerland next November, with a view to exchanging experiences and good practices; and, it expressed its satisfaction with the cooperation between the Organization of American States and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in promoting respect for international humanitarian law and the principles governing it, and urged the General Secretariat to continue strengthening this cooperation.

In addition, the General Assembly requested the Inter-American Juridical Committee, based on the proposals for priority topics submitted by member states, to continue preparing and proposing model laws to support the imports of member states to continue preparing and to propose model laws to support the efforts made by member states to fulfill obligations under international humanitarian law treaties, and to report on the progress made to the General Assembly at its 41st regular session; it requested the General Secretariat, through the Department of International Law and in coordination with the ICRC, to continue organizing in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), courses and seminars for staff of the Permanent Missions of OAS member states, the General Secretariat, and the general public, in order to promote knowledge of and respect for international humanitarian law and related regional instruments, including measures for its effective implementation; it instructed the Permanent Council, with the support of the Department of International Law and in cooperation with the ICRC, to hold, prior to the 42nd regular session of the General Assembly, a special meeting with a high-level dialogue, with the participation of permanent representatives of member states on topics of current interest in international humanitarian law; and, it invited member states, in the context of the high level dialogue of the special meeting, and in pertinent forums, to continue debates on issues of interest to the region, and urged the CAJP to present the agenda for the special meeting to member states sufficiently in advance.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

25. Promotion of the International Criminal Court

In resolution AG/RES. 2577 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly renewed its appeal to those member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) that had not already done so to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; it urged OAS member states that are parties or signatories to the Rome Statute to promote and respect its intent and its purpose, in order to preserve its effectiveness and integrity and bring about its universal adoption, and to cooperate in promoting universal accession thereto.  It also reminded OAS member states that were parties to the Rome Statute that it is important to continue to adopt measures with a view to achieving its full and effective implementation, including measures to adjust their national legislation, in particular regarding the definition of crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, as well as international cooperation and judicial assistance.  It urged the OAS member states to cooperate fully with the International Criminal Court, so as to avoid the impunity of the perpetrators of crimes over which it has jurisdiction, and also to promote and defend the work of the International Criminal Court as the fundamental instance for combating impunity and guaranteeing justice for the victims of crimes within its jurisdiction, as essential components of any effort to achieve peace.

The General Assembly noted that to date the Court has issued 12 arrest warrants in all the situations it has investigated, only four of which have been executed, and, in that regard, it appealed to the OAS member states and competent international and regional organizations to cooperate fully with the Court, within their respective spheres of competence, in the execution of those warrants.

It urged the OAS member states to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court and, in the case of those states that were already party to that Agreement, to adopt the necessary measures for its full and effective implementation at the national level; and it drew attention to the importance of the cooperation that could be provided to the International Criminal Court by states that are not parties to it.

In addition, the General Assembly encouraged the OAS member states to contribute to the Trust Fund to benefit victims of crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, and the families of such victims, and encouraged the Trust Fund to foster participation of less developed countries and other developing states, with a view to facilitating their participation in both the Assembly of States Parties and the Review Conference of the Rome Statute.

It also invited OAS member states to participate actively and constructively in the work of the Review Conference as states parties or observers, as applicable, with a view to adopting concrete decisions on subjects under review by the Conference, and especially to make every effort to adopt the definition of the crime of aggression and the conditions for exercise of the jurisdiction of the Court in accordance with Article 5.2 of the Statute, to ensure the integrity of the Rome Statute and the strengthening and continued independence of the International Criminal Court, and to participate actively in evaluation of international criminal justice and the process of presenting promises.
It requested the Inter-American Juridical Committee, insofar as it is able, and using as a basis the OAS Guide on cooperation with the International Criminal Court, to continue promoting the adoption of national legislation in the area by states that do not yet have it, and, with collaboration from the General Secretariat and the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, to continue providing support for and promoting in OAS member states the training of administrative and judicial officials and academics for that purpose, and to report to the states parties on progress thereon at the next working meeting on the International Criminal Court and to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session.

It also requested the Inter-American Juridical Committee to continue its work of preparing model legislation on implementation of the Rome Statute, in particular regarding the definition of crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, and to present a report on progress made during the next working session on the International Criminal Court.

Likewise, it requested the General Secretariat to continue its efforts to conclude a cooperation agreement with the International Criminal Court and to keep the OAS member states informed of progress in negotiations with the International Criminal Court or any of its organs in that regard.

Among the mandates assigned to the Permanent Council is the request that, prior to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, and with the support of the Department of International Law, it hold a working meeting which should include a high-level dialogue among the permanent representatives of all OAS member states, to discuss, among other matters, the results of the Review Conference.  An invitation will be extended to the International Criminal Court, international institutions and organizations, and civil society to cooperate and participate in this working meeting.  The Permanent Council is further requested to include the subject of implementation of the Rome Statute and the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities on the agenda of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
26. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law
In resolution AG/RES. 2590 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reaffirmed the importance of, and its support for, the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, requested the Department of International Law to continue carrying out the activities listed in the Program, and thanked the Department of International Law for presenting the Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law (CP/CAJP-2814/10).  It instructed the Permanent Council to review the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law prior to the 41st regular session of the General Assembly, with a view to updating the activities included in it; it urged the General Secretariat, through the Department of International Law, to continue conducting the Course on International Law in Rio de Janeiro and the Workshops on International Law, as well as other activities designed to increase awareness of international law, with a special emphasis on the inter-American system, and to continue disseminating legal information on the system and the status of signatures and ratifications of inter-American treaties deposited with the General Secretariat, through publications, electronic means, and the Internet, in all the official languages of the Organization of American States.

The General Assembly also urged the General Secretariat, through the Department of International Law, to continue holding workshops in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, on topics of interest in the field of international law and the study and development of inter-American law, directed at the staff of the permanent missions of the member states, General Secretariat personnel, academic sectors, and the general public; it requested the Secretariat, through the Department of International Law, to continue doing its utmost to disseminate information on the legal norms of the inter-American system in diplomatic academies, other training centers for civil servants, and other law schools in the Hemisphere, in the context of the mandates of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
27. Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2597 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly called upon all states to uphold and respect the international principles for protection of refugees, in particular the principle of non-refoulement; it reaffirmed its support for and emphasized the fundamental importance and relevance of the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, as the primary universal instruments for the protection of refugees, and urged member states that are parties thereto to continue ensuring the full and effective implementation of their obligations in that regard.  It called upon member states that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the international instruments pertaining to refugees, and to promote adoption of institutional mechanisms and procedures for their effective implementation, in accordance with the same.

It further urged member states to include a gender perspective in their regulations, policies, and practices, with a view to ensuring that requests for granting refugee status are given due consideration, including those from individuals who claim to be persecuted for reasons of gender and, as appropriate, to offer the requested protection; it resolved to support the Mexico Declaration and Plan of Action to Strengthen the International Protection of Refugees in Latin America and to continue implementing it fully and effectively, with assistance from the international community and from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), and it appealed to member states and the international community to collaborate in and support the strengthening and consolidation of “borders of solidarity,” “solidarity cities,” and “solidarity resettlements,” proposals in the Mexican Plan of Action.  In particular, it urged member states to continue promoting action to guarantee exercise of the rights of refugees in urban areas, acknowledging the progress made under the program of solidarity cities and taking into account the objectives of the new policy of UNHCR in this area.

The General Assembly reaffirmed the importance and vital role of international cooperation in seeking and in strengthening durable solutions to address the situation of refugees and asylum seekers, and it urged member states and the international community to increase technical and economic cooperation to the refugee-receiving countries of the Hemisphere that so request, and to work together with UNHCR to provide effective protection to asylum seekers and refugees in the region.  It recognized the efforts and positive results achieved by countries of origin, and encouraged them, to the extent possible and with the support of UNHCR and the international community, to continue their efforts to deal with the circumstances that generate flows of asylum seekers; it also recognized the efforts and progress made by refugee-receiving states in the region in implementing protective mechanisms, in accordance with international refugee law and international principles for protection of refugees established therein.

It instructed the Permanent Council to organize, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and with support from the Department of International Law of the General Secretariat and the technical and financial collaboration of the UNHCR, a course on international refugee law for staff of the permanent missions of member states and the General Secretariat, and other interested parties, prior to the 43rd regular session of the General Assembly.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

28. Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2599 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly highlighted the importance of universal instruments for the protection of stateless persons:  the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness; at the same time, it urged member states that had not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to the international instruments on the subject of stateless persons, as applicable, and to foster the adoption of institutional mechanisms and procedures to implement them, in accordance with those instruments

The General Assembly also urged states that had not yet done so, in accordance with the international instruments on statelessness to which they are parties, to review their national legislation with a view to preventing and reducing statelessness; and, it urged the member states and the international community to collaborate on and support strengthening and consolidation of the programs of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in the area of identification, prevention, and reduction of statelessness and international protection of stateless persons.

Moreover, the General Assembly reaffirmed the importance of international cooperation, in particular by the UNHCR, in the provision of appropriate technical and advisory services to prepare and implement legislation regarding nationality; it urged the member states and the international community to work in cooperation with the UNHCR to provide effective protection to stateless persons; and, it instructed the Permanent Council to emphasize, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and with support from the Department of International Law of the General Secretariat and cooperation from the UNHCR, the topic of statelessness in its promotional and training activities.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

29. Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information
In resolution AG/RES. 2607 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly took note of the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Information (document CP/CAJP-2840/10), which is part of this resolution, as well as its implementation guide, contained in document CP/CAJP-2841/10; it reaffirmed, as applicable, the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2514 (XXXIX-O/09), “Access to Public Information:  Strengthening of Democracy.”  In this regard, it provided for account to be taken of the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information and the comments made by member states at the special meeting scheduled for the second half of 2010; it instructed the General Secretariat to support the member states that so request in the design, execution, and evaluation of their regulations and policies on access to public information by citizens; and, it thanked the General Secretariat and the experts for preparing the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information and its implementation guide.

30. Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)

In resolution AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly instruct the Permanent Council to set up a working group made up of government officials and representatives of interested member states with a view to completing the draft final document or documents on consumer protection.  To that end, the General Secretariat will provide support for the Working Group to:  a) Organize and hold teleconferences, beginning as soon as possible and not later than July 2009, to allow the Working Group to complete the work on the final draft document or documents; and b) Organize and hold a meeting of the Working Group, no later than November 2009, at a venue and on a date to be determined by the Permanent Council.

The Permanent Council is to report on progress in the negotiations of the Working Group, on the results of CIDIP-VII, and on the implementation of this resolution.

31. Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media
In resolution AG/RES. 2523 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reaffirmed the right to freedom of thought and expression and called upon member states to respect and ensure respect for that right, in accordance with the international human rights instruments to which they are party, such as the American Convention on Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, inter alia.  It also reaffirmed that freedom of expression and dissemination of ideas are fundamental for the exercise of democracy.

Moreover, it reaffirmed that free and independent media are fundamental for democracy and for the promotion of pluralism, tolerance, and freedom of thought and expression, and to facilitate dialogue and debate, free and open to all segments of society, without discrimination of any kind.

The General Assembly requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) once again to follow up on and deepen its study of the issues addressed in the relevant volumes of its 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008 annual reports on freedom of expression, on the basis, inter alia, of the inputs on the subject that it received from member states; it requested the Permanent Council to hold a meeting of national authorities in this field with a view to exchanging experiences and information and engaging in political dialogue among the member states on new trends and debates regarding the right to freedom of thought and expression, the importance of the media in the Hemisphere, and the right of every individual to seek, receive, and impart information.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

32. Human Rights and Older Persons
In resolution AG/RES. 2562 (XL-O/10, the General Assembly reiterated its request to the Permanent Council to convene for the second half of 2010 the special meeting on human rights and older persons, with the participation of national representatives and experts from the academic sector and civil society, as well as from international organizations, for the purpose of sharing information and best practices and examining the feasibility of preparing an inter-American convention on the rights of older persons.  It also encouraged the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) to continue its cooperation with the OAS General Secretariat to promote regional cooperation, inter alia, by identifying best practices for designing public policies that address the specific needs of older persons in the Hemisphere.

In addition, the General Assembly reiterated its concern over the lack of studies and reports at the hemispheric level on specific institutions and mechanisms related to the problems of older persons, especially violations and infringements of their rights, which makes it necessary to move forward in the creation of international instruments for proper evaluation of their problems and in the adoption of measures for their protection, and instructed the Permanent Council to report to the 41st regular session of the General Assembly on implementation of this resolution.

33. Internally Displaced Persons
The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2578 (XL-O/10) , in which it urged member states; to include, as appropriate, in their sectoral plans, policies and programs, the special needs of internally displaced persons, in particular in the preparation of programs on prevention of the diverse causes and consequences of that displacement, including programs to foster development, fight poverty, and reduce the risks of natural disasters, in which the needs of receiving communities could also be considered; it also urged them to consider using the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, prepared by the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons which reflect certain aspects of international human rights law and international humanitarian law, as a basis for their plans, policies, and programs in support of these persons, and, in accordance with international law, in support of indigenous and Afro-descendent communities, among others, in addition to the specific needs of children, women, the elderly, farm workers, and persons with disabilities, as appropriate, to consider incorporating said principles into their national laws in order to promote their implementation and transparency in policies for protection of internally displaced persons; it encouraged member states, to avert internal displacement, to address the factors that cause it and to establish preventive policies, such as early warning and policies to mitigate the threat and risk of displacement, bearing in mind that dialogue with all the actors involved is essential to achieving lasting solutions.

The General Assembly called upon member states to comply with their obligations under applicable international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and refugee law in dealing with internally displaced persons, including in the possible prevention of internal displacement and, in keeping with their responsibility to internally displaced persons, and based on comprehensive strategies and a human rights and gender perspective, to commit to providing them with protection and assistance during displacement, through the competent national institutions; it invited them to commit to seeking lasting solutions, including the safe, voluntary, and dignified return of internally displaced persons, and their resettlement and reintegration, either in their place of origin or in a receiving community.  It also urged states, in the care they provide to internally displaced persons, to protect their human rights through a comprehensive approach to disaster relief, particularly in disasters and for reconstruction of the communities affected by natural disasters, consistent with international human rights law and domestic law, taking into account the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement. The member states may use different systems of care to address internal displacement; it further urged states to work together by fostering the exchange of best practices for the effective protection of the human rights of internally displaced persons as well as in the development and implementation of public policy to prevent displacement, including displacement caused by natural disasters, through measures to reduce disaster risk.

Likewise, the General Assembly encouraged member states, in responding to the needs of internally displaced persons, to consider the Framework for Durable Solutions for internal displacement and the Operational Guidelines on Human Rights and Natural Disasters, prepared by the Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on the Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons, as well as the manual for law and policymakers presented at the High-Level Conference “Ten Years of Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement – Achievements and Future Challenges” and the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015.  It further encouraged states and competent authorities to seek, as necessary, new and appropriate ways of providing protection and assistance to displaced persons, in keeping with the different needs of residents of urban or rural areas or persons living in camps, and it urged states to respond effectively to the needs of internally displaced persons in the event of natural disasters, including needs related to risk reduction and mitigation, through their domestic efforts and international cooperation.  It appealed appropriate agencies of the United Nations and the inter-American system, and to other humanitarian organizations and the international community, to provide support and/or assistance, as requested by states, in addressing the various factors that cause internal displacement and in assisting persons affected by internal displacement at all stages, where account should be taken of the Guiding Principles on Strengthening of the Coordination of Humanitarian Emergency Assistance; and, it instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution as it sees fit.

34. Human Rights Defenders:  Support for Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2579 (XL-O/10) , the General Assembly reiterated its support for the work carried out, at both the national and regional levels, by human rights defenders, and recognized their valuable contribution to the promotion and protection of, and respect for, human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Hemisphere; and it recognized that, in view of their gender-specific role and needs, women human rights defenders should be accorded special attention to ensure that they were fully protected and effective in carrying out their important activities.  It condemned actions intended to prevent or hinder, whether directly or indirectly, the work of human rights defenders in the Americas, and encouraged human rights defenders to continue their selfless work and their contributions to the enhancement of national human rights systems and to the strengthening of democracy, in keeping with the principles of the United Nations Declaration on the r Rights and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
In addition, the General Assembly encouraged member states to continue or initiate, as the case may be, activities to educate and disseminate information to government officials, society at large, and the media, both public and private, so as to make them aware of the importance and validity of the work of human rights defenders and their organizations; it urged member states to continue stepping up their efforts to adopt measures needed to safeguard the lives, freedom, and personal safety of human rights defenders and their families, including effective emergency protection measures in the case of imminent threat or danger, and to ensure that thorough and impartial investigations and proceedings are carried out, and appropriate punishments are applied, in all cases of violations against human rights defenders; it also urged states to take appropriate measures, in accordance with their domestic laws and their international obligations, to address the question of impunity for attacks, threats, and acts of intimidation, including cases of gender-based violence, against human rights defenders and their families, including by ensuring that complaints are promptly investigated and addressed in a transparent, independent, and accountable manner.

The General Assembly requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights:  to continue paying adequate attention to this problem; to further intensify its dialogue and cooperation with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders; and, to include in its annual report a section on the work of its Unit on Human Rights Defenders.  It encouraged member states to ensure that applicable national law–including registration where applicable under national law–concerning human rights defenders and their organizations allows their work to be carried out in a free, transparent, and open political environment and in a manner consistent with applicable international human rights and humanitarian law; it invited member states to promote the dissemination and use of conventional and nonconventional instruments of the inter-American system and the decisions of its organs in the area of human rights, as well as the United Nations Declaration on the rights and duties of individuals, groups, and institutions to promote and protect universally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms; it also invited states to consider preparing and implementing national plans to put into practice the principles contained in the aforesaid United Nations Declaration, with the possibility of receiving the advisory services of the IACHR to that end; it requested member states to inform the IACHR of measures adopted to follow up on recommendations contained in the “Report on the Situation of Human Right Defenders in the Americas”.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

35. Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism
In resolution AG/RES. 2580 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reaffirmed that the fight against terrorism must be waged with full respect for the law, including compliance with due process, and for human rights, including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as for democratic institutions, so as to preserve the rule of law and democratic freedoms and values in the Hemisphere.  It also reaffirmed that all member states have a duty to ensure that all measures adopted to combat terrorism are in compliance with their obligations under international law, in particular international human rights law, international refugee law, and international humanitarian law; and, it urged states, in their anti-terrorist activities, to fully comply with their obligations not to engage in cruel, degrading, or inhumane treatment or punishment, and to ensure the absolute prohibition of torture.

The General Assembly called upon states to ensure that their laws criminalizing terrorist activities or conduct are accessible, precisely worded, nondiscriminatory, and non-retroactive, and that they conform to applicable international law, including human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international refugee law; it further urged states not to resort to profiling on the basis of stereotypes founded on grounds of discrimination prohibited by international law, including discrimination for racial, ethnic, or religious reasons, and it urged states to respect fully the obligation of non-refoulement established in international refugee and human rights law and, at the same time, to review, in full observance of that obligation and other legal safeguards, the validity of a refugee status decision in an individual case if credible and relevant evidence comes to light indicating that the person in question has committed any criminal acts, including terrorist acts, falling under the exclusion clauses stipulated in international refugee law.

It further urged states to respect safeguards concerning the freedom, security, well-being, and dignity of persons and to treat detainees in all detention facilities according to applicable international law, including human rights law and international humanitarian law; it invited all member states, in fulfilling their commitments adopted in this resolution, to consider signing and ratifying at the earliest possible date the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and the American Convention on Human Rights, as applicable, and invited states parties to adopt relevant measures to implement the provisions of these instruments; it urged the competent organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States, in accordance with their mandates, to provide technical assistance upon request, to increase the capacity of member states to develop and implement programs to assist and support victims of terrorism in keeping with national laws; it requested member states to promote and implement at all levels the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy , in order to move toward the common goal of eradicating the scourge of international terrorism, taking into account that one of its mainstays is ensuring respect for human rights in counterterrorist activities.

The General Assembly reiterated its request to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to continue promoting respect for and the defense of human rights and facilitating efforts by member states to comply appropriately with their international human rights commitments when developing and executing counterterrorist measures, including the rights of persons who may find themselves in a disadvantageous situation of discrimination or risk as a result of terrorist violence or counterterrorist initiatives, and to report to the Permanent Council on the advisability of conducting a follow-up study.  It further reiterated its request to the Permanent Council to consider, on the basis of the “Recommendations for the Protection of Human Rights by OAS Member States in the Fight against Terrorism,” prepared by the IACHR, and the results of consultations with the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and the member states, drafting common terms of reference for the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the fight against terrorism which would compile current international standards and be based on applicable international law and on best practices, for consideration by the General Assembly.

It emphasized the importance of intensifying the dialogue between CICTE, IACHR, and other relevant areas of the OAS, with a view to improving and strengthening their ongoing cooperation in protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms in the fight against terrorism; it urged member states, in accordance with their obligations, to respect the human rights of all persons deprived of their liberty in high-security detention facilities of, and particularly respect for due process, ensuring that no form of deprivation of liberty places a detained person outside the protection of the law; it reaffirmed that, while countering terrorism, it is imperative that all states uphold and protect the dignity of individuals and their fundamental freedoms, as well as democratic practices and the rule of law.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

36. Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment 
In resolution AG/RES. 2592 (XL-O/10) ), the General Assembly urged member states to comply in all circumstances with all applicable international obligations to respect the human rights of persons subject to any form of detention or imprisonment, including the rights established in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and those established in any other human rights instrument to which they are a party; it instructed the Permanent Council to continue studying the issue of the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, in cooperation with the competent organs and entities of the inter-American system, and it convened the Third Meeting of the Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies of OAS member states, for the purpose of continuing an exchange of information and experiences and strengthening mutual cooperation among them, taking into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Second Meeting of the Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies of OAS member states (GAPECA/doc.8/08 rev. 2, paragraph 2.L.ii.) and the recommendations of the Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VIII/doc.4/10 rev. 1, paragraph VI.2.).

Moreover, it requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), through the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas, to continue reporting on the situation of persons subject to any form of detention or imprisonment in the Hemisphere and, using as a basis its work on the subject, it continue to refer to problems and the best practices it observes; it commended and recognized the member states that invited the IACHR Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas to visit their countries, including their detention centers, and encouraged all member states to facilitate such visits; it further recognized the important work performed by the International Committee of the Red Cross within its sphere of competence, to help ensure that persons deprived of their freedom in detention centers or prisons receive humane treatment; and it appealed to member states to consider devoting more resources to the IACHR, to support effective compliance with the mandate of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas.

The General Assembly reiterated to the Permanent Council that, on the basis of the results of the discussions and studies conducted, including the inputs of the IACHR, such as the document entitled “Principles and Best Practices on the Protection of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas,” the work of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas of the IACHR, and the results of the Second Meeting of the Working Group on Penitentiary and Prison Policies, held on the decision of REMJA-VII, it should give consideration to the possibility of drafting an inter-American declaration on the rights, duties, and care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, with a view to strengthening existing international standards on these topics, and also consider the feasibility of preparing a hemisphere-wide manual on penitentiary rights, taking as a basis the United Nations Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, and keep the member states abreast of developments in that regard.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

37. The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and of Their Families
In resolution AG/RES. 2593 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly urged states to promote and protect effectively the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrant workers and their families, especially of women and children, regardless of their immigration status, in accordance with international human rights law; expressed its concern over the legislation and measures adopted by some states that could restrict the human rights and fundamental freedoms of migrants, and reaffirmed that, in exercising their sovereign right to enact and enforce measures regarding migration and their border security, the states must fulfill the obligations incumbent upon them under international law, including international human rights law, to ensure full respect for the human rights of migrants.  It; vigorously condemned all manifestations or acts of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related forms of intolerance against migrants, among them those related to access to employment, professional training, housing, education, health care services, social services, and public services, and urged states to enforce and strengthen legislation and policies in force to address these situations, especially in order to prevent the impunity of those who commit acts of racism or xenophobia.  It urged member states to avoid adopting laws that unfairly discriminate against migrants and encouraged states to continue their efforts to fulfill their strengthening compliance with their international obligations in connection with the treatment of migrants; reiterated categorically that no state should consider an individual’s migration status as a crime in itself or, for that reason, adopt criminal sanctions or those of equivalent effect; requested all states, in accordance with national legislation and applicable international legal instruments to which they are party, to enforce labor law effectively and to address violations of such law in connection with migrant workers’ labor relations and working conditions, inter alia, those related to their remuneration, workplace health and safety, and right to freedom of association; encouraged all states to facilitate the safe and expeditious transfer without restrictions of remittances, earnings, assets, and pensions of migrants to their countries of origin or to any other country, in accordance with applicable legislation, bearing in mind that the funds belong to the migrants themselves, and to consider, as appropriate, measures to resolve other difficulties that may impede such transfers; and reaffirmed that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man ensures that all persons may have recourse to the courts to ensure respect for their legal rights.  There should likewise be available to them a simple, brief procedure whereby the courts would protect them from acts of authorities that violate any fundamental constitutional rights to their detriment.
In the same resolution, the General Assembly welcomed the immigration programs adopted by some countries that allow migrants to integrate fully into the host countries, facilitate family reunification, and promote an environment of harmony, tolerance, and respect, and encouraged states to consider the possibility of adopting these types of programs.  It requested all states, international organizations, and other interested parties to take into account in their policies and initiatives on migration issues the global nature of the migration phenomenon and to give due consideration to international, regional, and bilateral cooperation in this area by organizing dialogues on migration with the participation of the countries of origin, transit, and destination and of civil society, including migrants, in order to give exhaustive consideration to, among other things, the causes and consequences of migration and the problem of undocumented or irregular migrants, giving priority to protection of the human rights of migrants. These dialogues should include an exchange of positive experiences and best practices in regularizing the status of migrants in the host countries.  It reaffirmed emphatically the duty of the states parties to the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations to fulfill their obligations under the Convention, including the obligation of the States Parties to inform foreign nationals detained within their territory of their right to communicate with their consular officers; and in that regard, to call to the attention of the states Advisory Opinion OC-16/99, issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, as well as to the jurisprudence of other international courts on the subject; it called the attention of states to Advisory Opinion OC-18/03, issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, which maintains that “the migratory status of a person cannot constitute a justification to deprive him of the enjoyment and exercise of human rights, including those of a labor-related nature.”

It encouraged member states to consider the adoption of programs to integrate migrants into their societies, with a view to promoting an environment of harmony, tolerance, and respect; it encouraged a constructive dialogue and cooperation among member states to improve their migration policies and practices, to ensure adequate protection for all migrants, including migrant workers and their families, and to promote migration processes in accordance with the internal legal system of each state and applicable international law; it urged member states to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the instruments of the inter-American human rights system, and to adopt the necessary measures to guarantee the human rights of all migrants, including migrant workers and their families; and, it further urged member states to consider signing and ratifying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and their Families.

It instructed the Permanent Council to continue supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in this area and to take into account the efforts made by other international organizations in support of migrant workers and their families, in order to contribute to improving their situation in the Hemisphere and, in particular and where applicable, the efforts of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and those of the International Organization for Migration (IOM).  It encouraged member states to cooperate in the exchange of information and experiences, within the framework of the Regional Conference on migration, the South American Conference on Migration, the Specialized Migration Forum of MERCOSUR, the Andean Forum on Migration, and the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) of the Organization of American States (OAS), to better coordinate and align positions on migration issues.

It instructed the Secretary General to update the Work Plan of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families (CP/CAJP-2456/07), to ensure that the distribution of activities in consistent with the new structure of the Organization, and to present the updated version to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP); it requested the OAS organs, agencies, and entities to report to the CAJP, in the last quarter of 2010, on implementation of the activities assigned to the Inter-American Program, by means of a comparative table indicating assigned tasks, progress made, and deadlines for completing pending tasks; and, to arrange for regulations to be developed to govern the fund of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, in order to allow it to function effectively, and to request the Permanent Council to consider and approve rules of procedure for it, at the proposal of the General Secretariat.

The General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to take into account the crosscutting nature and priority of the human rights of migrants in coordinating the work of all relevant OAS organs, agencies, and entities, and to request states to ensure that those efforts are complementary to those being made by the CEAM; it entrusted the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with consideration of the advisability of participating in partnerships implemented by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development in this area, providing its Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Their Families with the necessary and sufficient means to perform its functions in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, and submitting to the Permanent Council reports on the situation of the rights of migrant workers and of their families prior to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly.
It invited member states, permanent observers, organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, and other sources to contribute to the Voluntary Fund of the Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and their Families of the IACHR, and urged member states to consider the possibility of inviting the Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and their Families to visit their countries, to enable that Rapporteur to fulfill his or her mandate effectively.

The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on implementation of this resolution.

38. Right to the Truth
In resolution AG/RES. 2595 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly recognized the importance of respecting and ensuring the right to the truth so as to contribute to ending impunity and to promoting and protecting human rights, and it welcomed with satisfaction the establishment in several states of specific judicial mechanisms, and respected their decisions; as well as the creation of other non-judicial or ad hoc mechanisms, such as truth and reconciliation commissions, that complement the justice system, to contribute to the investigation of violations of human rights and of international humanitarian law; and to express appreciation for the preparation and publication of their reports.
It also encouraged interested states to disseminate and implement the recommendations made by national extrajudicial or ad hoc mechanisms, such as truth and reconciliation commissions, to monitor the implementation of said recommendations internally, and to report on compliance with the decisions of judicial mechanisms; and, it encouraged other states to consider the possibility of creating specific judicial mechanisms and, truth or other similar commissions, if appropriate, to supplement the judicial system and contribute to the investigation and punishment of gross human rights violations and serious violations of international humanitarian law.

The General Assembly encouraged states and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), within its sphere of competence, to provide the states that so request with necessary and appropriate assistance concerning the right to the truth, through, inter alia, technical cooperation and information exchanges on national administrative, legislative, and judicial measures applied, as well as experiences and best practices geared to ensuring the protection, promotion, and implementation of this right, and it urged those states that have not already done so to consider signing and ratifying the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Forced Disappearance; it reiterated its request to the IACHR to continue working on the preparation of a report on the evolution of the right to the truth in the Hemisphere, for presentation to the Permanent Council prior to the 41st session of the OAS General Assembly; this report should include national mechanisms and experiences in this area, as well as best practices to ensure effective fulfillment of the right to truth, and will be prepared with a view to having the Permanent Council hold a special meeting on the right to truth in the second half of 2011, in order to discuss the IACHR report and exchange national experiences.

It encouraged all states to take appropriate steps to establish mechanisms or institutions for reporting information on human rights violations, and to ensure that citizens have adequate access to this information, in order to advance the exercise of the right to truth, prevent future human rights violations, and establish accountability in this area.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

39. Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families
In resolution AG/RES. 2594 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly urged all parties involved in armed conflict and actors in other situations of armed violence to prevent the disappearance of persons, in accordance with applicable international law; it exhorted member states to continue moving forward in preventing the forced disappearance of persons by considering, where appropriate, the adoption of laws, regulations, and/or instructions requiring the establishment of official registries in which records are kept of all detained persons, among other reasons to enable, as appropriate, family members, other interested persons, judicial authorities, and/or organizations that have a recognized mandate to protect detainees to learn, within a short period of time, of any detention that has taken place, all of the foregoing without interfering with appropriate communications between detainees and members of their families.
The General Assembly encouraged member states to pursue their efforts to ensure that all persons, and especially those most at risk as a result of armed conflict or a situation of internal violence, receive an official identification document, and it exhorted them to step up their efforts to shed light on the fate of persons who have disappeared, including their whereabouts or, if dead, the circumstances of their death and their place of burial, and to deliver their mortal remains to their families and, to that end, to ensure that there are mechanisms that enable the authorities and all actors involved to cooperate amongst themselves and work in a coordinated and complementary way.

It urged member states, in accordance with their legal and administrative system, to keep complete records of births and deaths, and to establish registries to collect and centralize information on persons presumed to have disappeared; it exhorted member states to ensure that disappearance cases are investigated impartially by the competent authorities, in accordance with their international obligations and domestic legislation, and that the family members of the persons presumed to have disappeared are systematically involved in the efforts to clarify what happened to them; it encouraged member states to comprehensively, and, where appropriate, as part of their public policies, the psychological, social, legal, and material needs of the family members of presumed victims of disappearances through measures including, where appropriate, provision of periodic information to family members on the efforts to cast light on the fate of the disappeared and on their whereabouts.
Likewise, it encouraged member states to consider adopting, if applicable, domestic laws on the legal situation of missing persons, as well as respect for their legal rights and obligations, and the uncertainty and hardship faced by family members, in order to provide a legal framework and appropriate resources to deal with everyday practical issues, taking into account the specific needs and particular interests of women heads of household and children, including the consequences of disappearances on property management, child custody, parental rights, and marital status, as well as devising adequate compensation programs; and, it urged member states to ensure that human remains are treated with due respect and in accordance with national and international practices and standards and legal and ethical standards applicable to the collection, exhumation, and management of unidentified remains, in order to assemble all the information needed to identify them and to ascertain the facts that led to that situation.

It also encouraged member states to adopt adequate measures to guarantee that the collection, exhumation, management, and other procedures related to human remains are carried out by forensic experts, with due respect for traditional practices, when applicable; it exhorted member states to ensure that fully identified human remains are returned to the families and that the respective death certificates are issued.

It urged member states to investigate cases of alleged violations of the provisions of international human rights law and/or international humanitarian law, within their respective spheres of application, that protect persons from disappearances in situations of armed conflict and other situations of armed violence, and to prosecute and punish those found guilty of such violations taking into consideration recent national and international jurisprudence on the subject, and it requested member states to adopt the necessary legislative or administrative measures to prevent and punish arbitrary deprivation of liberty.

The General Assembly urged member states to adopt the necessary legislative or administrative measures to prevent the systematic and deliberate denial of information exchange among family members; obstacles to the provision of information on the disappearance of victims, in particular regarding identification processes; the illicit withholding of accessible information on a death or its cause and the reasons for or circumstances of a death; the destruction of evidence likely to clarify the fate of a person presumed to be missing; and the looting, desecration, or mutilation of corpses; it urged member states, in accordance with the applicable international instruments, rules, and standards in this area, to ensure adequate protection of the personal data gathered in connection with missing persons, in accordance with the law.

It called on member states to cooperate among themselves in addressing the various aspects of the problem of the disappearance of persons, such as support for family members, the search for missing persons, the collection, exhumation, and identification of human remains, and mutual assistance in criminal proceedings; including the exchange of information and experiences on the application of legislation governing these areas; it encouraged member states to support the work of their respective commissions searching for missing persons and, where appropriate, the work of their national committees on international humanitarian law, as well as to request support from international and civil society organizations active in this field with a view to fostering sensitive and coordinated treatment of the problem of the disappearance of persons.
Member states are invited to continue their cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross, a recognized neutral and independent humanitarian institution, in its various areas of responsibility, by facilitating its work and implementing its technical recommendations, with a view to consolidating the measures adopted by states in the process of searching for missing persons; it exhorted member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; it urged states, as applicable, to endeavor to carry out the mandates set forth in this resolution on an ongoing basis; and, it instructed the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution.

40. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity
In resolution AG/RES. 2600 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly condemned acts of violence and human rights violations committed against individuals because of their sexual orientation and gender identity and urged states to investigate these acts and ensure that their perpetrators are brought to justice, and to take steps to ensure that acts of violence or other human rights violations against individuals are not committed because of their sexual orientation and gender identity and that victims are given access to justice on an equal footing with other persons; and, it encouraged member states to consider ways to combat discrimination against persons due to their sexual orientation and gender identity.  It urged states to ensure adequate protection of human rights defenders who work on issues related to acts of violence, discrimination, and violations of human rights committed against individuals because of their sexual orientation and gender identity.
In the same resolution, it requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to continue to pay due attention to the issue, and to consider the possibility of conducting a hemisphere-wide thematic study on the subject; it instructed the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) to include on its agenda, before the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, the topic of “Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity.”

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

41. Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen)
In its resolution AG/RES. 2411 (XXXVIII-O/08), the General Assembly resolved to reaffirm the fundamental importance of national human rights systems for the promotion and protection of human rights in strengthening the rule of law and social justice for the consolidation of democracy; it reiterated its support for the politically, administratively, and financially independent work of the ombudsmen or defenders of the people, defenders of the population, human rights attorneys, and human rights commissioners in the countries of the Hemisphere, in the promotion and protection of human rights; and, it recommended, to member states that do not yet have institutions of the kind referred to in this resolution to consider the possibility of establishing them and putting them into operation within their legal systems.

In addition, the OAS General Assembly encouraged the governments and organs of the inter-American system to promote the establishment of forums for dialogue between the institutions referred to in this resolution and the pertinent organs of the inter-American system, in order to strengthen their contribution to democratic order in the Hemisphere; it renewed the support of the Organization of American States for the work of the Caribbean Ombudsmen’s Association, the Network of National Human Rights Institutions of the Americas, the Andean Council of Ombudsmen, the Central American Ombudsman Council, and the Ibero-American Federation of Ombudsmen; and, it reiterated to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council that it consider inviting the institutions referred to in this resolution to participate in a dialogue on human rights issues among the member states, given that their presence is necessary.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
42. Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States 

In its resolution AG/RES. 2448 (XXXIX-O/09), the OAS General Assembly recognized national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (“NHRIs”) which are members of the Network of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the American Continent (“Network of the Americas”) accredited by the International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (ICC) with an “A” status in accordance with the Paris Principles, for the purpose of this resolution.

In that resolution, the General Assembly adopted the following administrative and procedural modalities for allowing the participation of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights, mentioned in the previous paragraph, in OAS political bodies dealing with human rights related issues:  Twice a year, the Secretariat of the Network of the Americas will provide a specific point of contact in the OAS Secretariat with an updated list of ICC-accredited NHRIs with “A” status; b) Representatives from ICC-accredited NHRIs from the Secretariat of the Network of the Americas or the ICC Chair who want to participate in OAS human-rights related meetings will inform in advance the OAS Secretariat, providing the name and position of the individual representing them; c) The OAS Secretariat will register ICC-accredited NHRIs representatives upon request and provide them with all the required documentation to allow their participation; d) One dedicated seat within relevant rooms will be allocated to NHRIs to allow registered representatives to participate in meetings; e) Registered representatives will be allowed to speak after member states, within their mandates, under human rights related items of the agenda; f) Registered representatives will participate in their own right in meetings of the OAS, in a manner consistent with the operational regulations of the relevant body, so as to provide expert advice and specialized information on subjects for which they have a special competence or interest; g) The Chair of the relevant body will authorize registered NHRI representatives to issue documents under their own symbol numbers and to submit information and documentation under human-rights related items on the OAS agenda.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

43. Protocol of San Salvador:  Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties
In resolution AG/RES. 2582 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly expressed its satisfaction with the fact that the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador has begun functioning, now that it has all its regular members, and it assigned the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador the task of preparing progress indicators to be used for each group of protected rights on which information is to be provided, using as a basis the document on “Guidelines for preparation of progress indicators in the area of economic, social, and cultural rights” (CP/doc.4250/07 corr.1), and in accordance with the “Standards for Preparation of Periodic Reports Pursuant to Article 19 of the Protocol of San Salvador,” approved by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05).  These indicators, which are applicable to the states parties, are to be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration and approval through the appropriate channels.  It requested the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to forward any observations submitted by states on the document “Guidelines for preparation of progress indicators in the area of economic, social, and cultural rights” (CP/doc.4250/07) to the Working Group prior to September 15, 2010, so that they could be considered in preparing the progress indicators.

The General Assembly reiterated that the time periods established in resolution AG/RES. 2074 (XXXV-O/05) for submission of the national progress reports to be presented by the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador would not begin to run until the progress indicators have been approved; it again delegated the election of the alternate government expert to the Permanent Council, and requested the Secretary General to appoint the alternate independent expert on the same occasion; it further urged the member states to consider signing and ratifying, or ratifying and acceding to, as applicable, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, the “Protocol of San Salvador”; it invited all the states parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, member states and permanent observers to the Organization of American States, as well as public or private, national or international public entities or persons, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and other OAS provisions and regulations, to contribute to the Specific Fund for the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

44. Education on Human Rights in Formal Education in the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2604 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly acknowledged the progress, actions, and policies gradually being implemented by member states with respect to human rights education for children and young people in academic institutions, as documented by the Inter-American Reports on Human Rights Education, and suggested to member states that they implement, if and to the extent that they have not yet done so, the recommendations contained in the Inter-American Reports on Human Rights Education to incorporate human rights education at the different levels of their formal education systems, and that they analyze the contributions of the Curricular and Methodological Proposal of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR) to incorporate human rights education into the official curriculum for children aged 10 to 14, with a view to their adopting it, in accordance with Article 13.2 of the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights, in matters of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador,” and to recommend to states that have not yet done so, that they adopt, sign, and ratify that instrument.

The General Assembly underscored the work and achievements of the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education on Human Rights Education in the signatory states to the Protocol of San Salvador, in which participants had shared their experience and discussed the curricular and methodological developments needed to introduce or strengthen human rights education in each state party’s educational system, and it encouraged member states to continue supporting the Inter-American Human Rights Institute in educational activities and projects conducted at the national and regional levels under that mandate, especially through an initiative entitled the Inter-American Covenant on Human Rights Education, the initial implementation of which has received firm support from the Ministry of Education of the Republic of El Salvador and the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, and which comprises the promotion of inclusive education, provision of infrastructure to ensure quality education, teacher training, curriculum development, and preparation and distribution of teaching materials.

45. Strengthening of Human Rights Systems Pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 2605 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reaffirmed the commitment of the member states to continue strengthening and improving the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, and in this context, to continue taking the following specific action to fulfill the mandates of the Heads of State and Government, arising from the Summits of the Americas:  universalization of the inter-American human right system, by considering the prompt signature and ratification of, or ratification of or accession to, as applicable, all universal and inter-American human rights instruments; compliance with the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and follow-up of the recommendations of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; improvement of access by victims to the mechanisms of the inter-American human rights system; adequate financing of Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, including an increase in voluntary contributions, so that they may continue to carry out their activities and responsibilities; and, consideration of the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights may come to operate on a permanent basis, taking into account the views of said organs, among other elements.
Likewise, it recognized the following advances in specific areas of the inter-American human rights system:  the broad-based process of reflection on the inter-American system for promotion and protection of human rights, in the context of the Permanent Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), and the importance of the informal meetings held by the CAJP to this end and the exchange of proposals and comments between member states and the organs of the human rights system related to strengthening and improving that system, as set forth in document CP/CAJP-2665/08 rev. 8 corr. 3, “Results of the process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights (2008-2009),” formally presented to the presidents of the two human rights organs on March 20, 2009, as a contribution by the states to the reforms undertaken by the IACHR and the Inter-American Court, with the utmost respect for the autonomy and independence of these organs; and, the participatory and transparent processes for amending the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR and the Court that took place in 2009, and particularly the contributions to those processes resulting from the dialogue on the workings of the inter-American human rights system involving member states, members of the IACHR, and judges of the Inter-American Court of Human Right, with the participation of civil society as seen in the report of the meeting (CP/CAJP-2904/10).

It recognized progress made in specific areas of the inter-American human rights system, and instructed the Permanent Council to do the following, to meet the objectives referred to in operative paragraph 1 and to supplement and reinforce the advances noted in operative paragraph 2:  continue the broad-based process of reflection on the inter-American system for promotion and protection of human rights, as a matter of particular importance in the CAJP work program adopted each year, and to that end, schedule meetings, taking into account the proposals made in discussions held in that Committee.  This reflection process will continue to be carried out in consultation with member states, specialized organs of the inter-American human rights system, nongovernmental organizations, national human rights institutions, and academic institutions and qualified experts on the subject, with regard to the principal challenges facing the inter-American system to promote and protect human rights in the Hemisphere, possible action to strengthen and perfect it, and the relevance of convening an inter-American conference on human rights; give priority to adopting measures to ensure an effective increase in the economic resources allocated to IACHR in the OAS program-budget, and, to this end, thank the OAS Secretary General for the work done and urge him to continue these efforts and present, prior to the 41st session of the General Assembly, additional proposals to provide for adequate financing of the IACHR in said program-budget; support the initiatives of the Court and the IACHR to request funding from international and regional organizations, to finance activities of these organs of the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights.

It also encouraged member states to contribute to the Specific Fund for Strengthening the Inter-American System for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights, and the Oliver Jackman Fund of Voluntary Capital Contributions, for financing the inter-American human rights system, created by resolution AG/RES. 2329 (XXXVII-O/07); continue consideration of ways to promote compliance with the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and follow-up on the recommendations of the IACHR by member states; continue examining the priorities for improving the inter-American human rights system, including the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the IACHR come to operate on a permanent basis, taking into account the information provided by the presidents of the two organs on this subject; hold annually, in the framework of the CAJP, the dialogue on the operation of the inter-American system of human rights between member states, members of the IACHR, and judges of the Inter-American Court.  The CAJP will set the agenda for the meeting at least two months in advance; and, request the Inter-American Court and the IACHR to continue reporting on the impact practical significance of their regulatory reforms for the work of both organs and for the strengthening of the system.
The General Assembly thanked the member states (Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, and Mexico) and permanent observers (Spain and Norway) for their voluntary contributions in 2009 to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  It also expressed appreciation for the contributions to the Court made by the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, and the University of Santa Cruz that same year; it also expressed appreciation to the member states of Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico, and the United States and the permanent observer countries of Denmark, Spain, France, Great Britain, Italy, Luxembourg, Republic of Korea, Sweden, and Switzerland for their voluntary contributions to IACHR in 2009.  And, it thanked the Inter-American Development Bank, the European Commission, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees, and the University of Notre Dame for their voluntary contributions to IACHR in 2009.

It also continued to promote the strengthening of national systems for the protection and promotion of human rights in member states, and to that end, it urged the relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to provide, inasmuch as their resources allow, the cooperation and technical support requested by member states, to help improve compliance with international human rights obligations and to develop cooperation and exchanges of information with the Ibero-American Federation of Ombudsmen, the Caribbean Association of Public Defenders, the Network of National Institutions for Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Americas, the Andean Council of Ombudsmen, and the Central American Ombudsman Council, among others; it urged member states to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as applicable, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, “Protocol of San Salvador”.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

46. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
In resolution AG/RES. 2587 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly adopted the Observations and Recommendations of Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/CAJP-2890/10) and forwarded them to that organ; it reaffirmed the essential value of the work of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in enhancing the protection and defense of human rights in the Hemisphere and the rule of law; it reiterated that the judgments of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights are final and may not be appealed, and that the states parties to the American Convention on Human Rights must comply with the Court’s decisions in all cases to which they are party; and, it reiterated the need for the states parties to provide, in a timely fashion, the information requested by the Court in order to enable it to fully meet its obligation to report to the General Assembly on compliance with its judgments.
In addition, the General Assembly reaffirmed the importance of:  the advisory and adjudicatory functions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for the development of inter-American jurisprudence and international human rights law; the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for the effective exercise of and respect for human rights in the Hemisphere, and consequently the importance of the dissemination of its judgments by the member states; the special sessions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights held away from its headquarters, given their importance in disseminating information on and raising awareness of the human rights system and the work of the Court; the hearings to monitor compliance with judgments, as they are one of the most effective mechanisms to promote compliance with them; and the training activities conducted by the Inter-American Court for judges and others involved in the administration of justice to promote effective implementation of international human rights law at the national level.

The General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue its consideration of the issue of “Access of victims to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (jus standi) and its application in practice,” including its financial and budgetary implications, taking into account the need to maintain procedural equity and to redefine the role of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in proceedings before the Court; continue to examine the possibility that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights may come to operate on a permanent basis, including the financial and budgetary implications thereof; continue to consider means of encouraging compliance by member states with the judgments of the Court; continue examining, as a matter of priority, means to effectively increase financial allocations to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the program-budget of the Organization, so that its operation may be covered by the resources from the Organization’s regular budget, taking into account the financial needs expressed by the Court.

It urged the Secretary General to submit, as a matter of priority, specific proposals aimed at securing adequate funding for the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in the program-budget, taking into account the needs of the Court; it thanked the member states (Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, and Mexico), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and the University of Santa Clara, California, for their voluntary contributions to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and, the permanent observers (Spain and Norway), which have provided significant support and financing to the Court through their cooperation projects, and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, which has provided cooperation to the Court in the area of training.  It also expressed thanks to the people and governments of the Dominican Republic, Chile, and Bolivia, for having allowed the Court to hold successful special sessions in their countries in the course of 2009, and to the governments of Peru and Ecuador, for inviting the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to hold special sessions in their countries in 2010.  It also reiterated to the Permanent Council the request that it adopt the rules of procedure of the Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Human Rights System, and it urged member states to contribute to the Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Human Rights System, and permanent observers and other donors to make voluntary contributions to the Court.  It further urged member states, permanent observers, and other donors to contribute to the account of the Legal Assistance Fund of the Inter-American Court, to facilitate access to the Court by individuals who do not currently have the necessary means to bring their cases before the system.

The General Assembly urged the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to continue to hold specialized seminars on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, for government officials, especially those involved in the administration of justice.

Likewise, it invited the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to continue to participate, with its judges, in the dialogue with member states in the reflection process on strengthening the inter-American human rights system, within the context of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP).  It also invited the Inter-American Court to bear in mind the proposals and comments made by member states in the framework of the dialogue on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system between the member states and the members of the IACHR and the Court, held on May 14, 2010, as well as the contributions of civil society, as set out in the report of that meeting (CP/CAJP-2904/10), and to adopt the measures deemed appropriate in the framework of its autonomy and independence.  It thanked the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for its constant willingness to dialogue with member states as part of the joint reflection process on present and future challenges to the inter-American human rights system; urged member states to consider, if applicable, signing and ratifying the American Convention on Human Rights and other instruments of the system, including acceptance of the binding jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  It also requested the Permanent Council to report to the 41st regular session of the General Assembly on implementation of this resolution.

47. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
In resolution AG/RES. 2601 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly adopted the Observations and Recommendations of the Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (CP/CAJP-2877/10) and decided to forward them to that organ. Likewise, it reaffirmed the essential value of the work carried out by the IACHR in enhancing the promotion and protection of human rights and strengthening the rule of law in the Hemisphere.

In this context, it urged OAS member states to do the following:  consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as applicable, the American Convention on Human Rights (Pact of San José, Costa Rica) and all other legal instruments of the inter-American human rights system; follow up on the recommendations of the IACHR, including precautionary measures, among others; and, continue to take appropriate action in connection with the annual reports of the IACHR, in the framework of the OAS Permanent Council and the General Assembly.

It took note with satisfaction of the decision of the member states that invited the IACHR to visit their countries, and encouraged all member states to continue this practice and consider requests made by the IACHR to that effect; it also encouraged member states to continue inviting the IACHR to hold special sessions outside its headquarters.

The General Assembly urged the IACHR, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights to continue periodically to hold specialized seminars for government officials on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights, and it reiterated the importance of the application of the friendly settlement mechanism among the parties concerned, in accordance with the American Convention on Human Rights and the Statute and Rules of Procedure of the IACHR.

With regard to financing the IACHR:  it instructed the Permanent Council to continue giving priority to examining ways to achieve an effective increase in the financial resources allocated to the IACHR in the OAS program-budget and to seek specific solutions to the problem, taking into account the outcome of the joint meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs on February 5, 2009.  To this end, it thanked the Secretary General for the work he did, and it urged him to continue his efforts and present additional proposals to ensure adequate funding of the IACHR in this program-budget; it thanked member states, permanent observers, and other institutions that have been making voluntary contributions to the IACHR; and, it suggested to donors that, to the extent possible, part of the voluntary contributions that they make not be earmarked for specific purposes, to allow the IACHR flexibility in allocating resources among its various activities and projects.

The General Assembly invited the IACHR to:  continue to take into account the observations and recommendations of the member states on its annual report and to adopt such measures as it considered pertinent based on those observations and recommendations; continue to publish on its Web page, when member states so request, their observations and recommendations on its annual report to the General Assembly; continue to strengthen existing rapporteurships and operational units, in the most equitable manner possible, within the limits of its available resources and in accordance with the procedural rules for appointing rapporteurs; and continue to participate, through the members of the Commission, in the dialogue with member states in the context of the CAJP, in order to follow up on the observations and comments of the states set forth in the reports of the meetings held on October 26, 2004 (CP/CAJP/SA.412/04 corr. 1 y CP/CAJP/INF.17/04), March 9, 2006 (CP/CAJP-2311/05 add. 2 y add. 2-a), March 30, 2007 (CP/CAJP-2526/07), April 4, 2008 (CP/CAJP-2644/08), March 20, 2009 (CP/CAJP-2769/09), and May 14, 2010 (CP/CAJP-2904/10), especially with regard to the criteria used in its principal mechanisms for protection of human rights and in application of its rules of procedure to individual cases; and also, on the role of the IACHR in proceedings before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; continue participating in the dialogue with member states in connection with the reflection process on strengthening the inter-American human rights system, in the framework of the CAJP.

The General Assembly also invited the IACHR to bear in mind the proposals and comments made by the member states in the framework of the dialogue on March 20, 2099 between the member states and the members of the IACHR and the Court on the functioning of the inter-American human rights system, and in particular the content of the document “Results of the reflection process on the inter-American system for promotion and protection of human rights-2008-2009” (CP/CAJP-2665/08 rev. 8 corr. 3, ), formally presented on that occasion to the presidents of the two human rights organs, as a contribution of the states to the reform process that the IACHR and the Inter-American Court have undertaken, in the utmost respect for the autonomy and independence of these two organs, as well as the contributions of civil society, as indicated in the report of that meeting contained in document CP/CAJP-2769/09, and that it adopt the measures it deems appropriate in the context of its autonomy and independence.

The General Assembly also invited the IACHR to hold a dialogue with states and other users of the system, to inform them of the methodology used to develop the information presented in Chapter IV of its annual report; and, it instructed the CAJP to schedule meetings in order to maintain its dialogue with the IACHR commissioners, in compliance with operative paragraph 9(d).

48. Strengthening the Activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA)
In resolution AG/RES. 2603 (XL-O/10), it commended the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) on the work it has continued to undertake in the Americas, especially in evaluating criminal justice reform processes, improving legal defense standards, identifying best practices in the investigation of complex crimes, and producing indices of relevant judicial information accessible on the Internet, and acknowledged the contributions of measures to strengthening good governance and democracy in the region.  In resolution AG/RES. 2457 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly reiterated its appeal to member states to make voluntary contributions to the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) to cover its basic costs, invited the permanent observers to the Organization to make voluntary contributions to the JSCA, and requested the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to continue to include on its agenda a dialogue with the JSCA.

It also urged agencies and institutions linked to the inter-American system to develop closer work ties with the JSCA in the matters within its field of competence, and requested the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to continue to include on its agenda a dialogue with the JSCA, that would address the best ways to expand cooperation between the member states and the Center, taking into account the conclusions and recommendations of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas on the subject, and to report to the 41st regular session of the General Assembly on implementation of this mandate.

49. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee
In resolution AG/RES. 2611 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly took note of the member states’ observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/CAJP-2888/10) and forwarded them to that organ; it thanked the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) for including in its Annual Report the resolutions “Follow-Up on the Application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CJI/doc.335/09) and “The Essential and Fundamental Elements of Representative Democracy and their Relationship with Collective Action under the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CIJ/doc.332/09 rev. 1), in addition to reports on the struggle against discrimination:  “significant achievements” and “corrective measures” (CJI/doc.330/09); International Criminal Court:  “Report on preparations and advances in promoting the adoption of national legislation based on the guide of principles of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and training of officials for cooperation with OAS member states with the International Criminal Court” (CJI/doc.337/09); international humanitarian law:  “Implementation of international humanitarian law in OAS member states” (CJI/doc.322/09), and “War crimes in international humanitarian law” (CJI/doc.328/09); migration issues:  “Follow-up on the opinions of the Inter-American Juridical Committee” (CJI/doc.329/09), and cultural diversity:  “Reflections on the subject of cultural diversity and the development of international law” (CJI/doc.333/09).

Among other things, the General Assembly also thanked the CJI for adopting the documents on “Comments on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance” (CJI/doc.339/09 rev. 2) and “Strengthening the advisory capacity of the Inter-American Juridical Committee” (CJI/doc.340/09 rev. 1), approved during its 76th regular session held in Lima, Peru March 15-24, 2010, in compliance with resolution AG/RES. 2515 (XXXIX-O/09); it took note of the importance of the Committee’s continuing consideration of issues related to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in particular the “promotion and strengthening of democracy,” by following up on the Charter, assisting to member states in its implementation and in their efforts to strengthen and modernize their democratic institutions, and by working to promote democratic values, practices, and good governance, as well as consideration of Article 11 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

It also requested the CJI, based on proposals on priority topics submitted by member states, to continue preparing and to propose model laws to support the efforts of member states to fulfill their obligations arising from treaties of international humanitarian law, and to report on advances achieved to the General Assembly at its forty first regular session; it requested the CJI to report to the General Assembly on gradual progress made in the area of cultural diversity in the development of international law.

It further requested the CJI to report on progress made on preparation of a study of the refugee problem in the Americas, taking into account the importance of the subject, and work being done by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, in accordance with their respective mandates; also, that the CJI conduct an analysis of the significance of free and independent media in the practice of journalism, governed by ethical conduct, which may in no case be imposed by states, in accordance with the applicable principle of international law, for guaranteeing the right to freedom of thought and expression of citizens; it requested that the CJI, using its existing resources, conduct a comparative analysis of the inter-American system’s principal legal instruments for peace, security, and cooperation, and that it undertake a legal study on the mechanisms for participatory democracy and citizen participation contained in the legislation of some countries in the region.

The General Assembly once again underscored the importance of the Course on International Law organized annually by the CJI and the Department of International Law of the Organization of American States in Rio de Janeiro; it underlined the need to increase the amount of scholarships granted by the OAS for that course; it urged member states to consider the possibility of directly defraying the cost of the participation in the course of students and professors from their own countries; it recognized the work of the Department of International Law in organizing said course and in publishing the lectures given in it; it reaffirmed the importance of close ties between the CJI and OAS political organs, and especially the Permanent Council and the CAJP, and it recommended to the CJI that it continue focusing its efforts on the matters which the competent organs identify as being of priority interest to the Organization.

Similarly, it emphasized the need to increase administrative and budgetary support to the CJI so that it may adequately address the current Inter-American legal agenda and issue the corresponding recommendations, within the resources allocated to it in the OAS program budget and other resources; it expressed its appreciation to the people and government of the Republic of Peru for its strong and effective support for the successful 76th regular session of the CJI, which was held in Lima March 15-24, 2010.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

50. Follow-Up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption
In resolution AG/RES. 2576 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly urged those states parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption that had not yet done so to participate in the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC); and urged all states parties to the Mechanism to fund it through voluntary contributions. It also encouraged those member states that had not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the United Nations Convention against Corruption (Mérida Convention) and the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention), and its protocols; it also urged the states parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption to take the steps they deemed necessary, within their own institutional systems, to adapt their domestic law and regulations in order to comply with the commitments they had undertaken upon ratification of or accession to the Convention and, in that regard, to continue working toward compliance with the recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESICIC corresponding to the first, second, and third rounds of review of implementation of the Convention; it expressed its satisfaction with the adoption and effective implementation of national anti-corruption plans or legislation by the states parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

The General Assembly expressed its support for strengthening the MESICIC and, in that regard:  its satisfaction with the progress achieved by the MESICIC Committee of Experts in the third review round, with the support of the General Secretariat, as reflected in adoption of the reports of Conference of Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and, Venezuela, and in the upcoming conclusion of the process of preparation and consideration of the reports of Bahamas, Chile, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama, and Dominican Republic; and, its satisfaction with the workshops held in El Salvador, Belize, Guatemala, and the Dominican Republic, implementing the cooperation project being undertaken by the General Secretariat to support the states parties to the MESICIC in the implementation of the recommendations made to them by the Committee of Experts, through the adoption of national actions plans to that effect.

Likewise, it expressed its satisfaction with the Conference on the Progress and Challenges in Hemispheric Cooperation against Corruption, held on June 3 and 4, 2010, in Lima, Peru, within the framework of the above-mentioned project, the outcome of which will serve to help member states to be able to decide on future actions in order to move beyond implementation of the recommendations made by this mechanism in preventing and combating corruption, to more effectively tackle the challenges posed by this serious problem; it requested the General Secretariat to continue identifying internal sources of financing, such as the OAS Regular Fund, and external sources, such as international and regional financial institutions and official national agencies, among others, to fund the operation of MESICIC and, as appropriate, to ensure full and effective compliance with its recommendations and implementation of the activities to be developed by countries in pursuant to these recommendations.

It also invited the MESICIC Conference of State Parties to continue reporting to the Permanent Council on implementation of specific measures to strengthen MESICIC, and on other issues on its agenda; it requested the General Secretariat, through the Department for Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat of Legal Affairs, to continue providing technical secretariat services to the MESICIC Conference of States Parties and Committee of Experts; and, it requested the General Secretariat, through the Department for Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat of Legal Affairs, and in accordance with paragraph I.2(g) of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, to continue developing and implementing the training program for members of the MESICIC Committee of Experts, both in application of the methodology of this mechanism and with regard to implementation of the recommendations made by it in relation to the provisions of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.

Among other things, it supported and expressed appreciation for the Brazilian Government’s offer to host the third meeting of the Conference of States Parties to MESICIC, which was held in Brasilia, Brazil in the second half of 2010, and pursuant to Chapter VII of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, it considered and adopted a strategy on how MESICIC could advance implementation of the different thematic areas included in the United Nations Convention against Corruption, and monitor the developments in this regard.  Under the provisions of Chapter IX of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, and to ensure appropriate follow-up of it, the MESICIC Conference of States Parties will forward to strategy it adopts in this regard to the OAS General Assembly; it further determined that preparations for the third meeting of the Conference of States Parties to MESICIC, including matters related to its date and proposals for its agenda and schedule, would be carried out in accordance with the provisions of Articles 6-10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference of States Parties of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (SG/MESICIC/doc.58/04 rev. 7).

The Assembly requested the General Secretariat, through the Department for Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat of Legal Affairs and in accordance with Chapter VIII of the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption, that it continue providing the necessary technical support for the development of that program, and particularly the strategy referred to in operative paragraph 5, in accordance with the resources assigned in the program-budget and other resources; it encouraged member states and other donors, pursuant to Article 74 of the General Standards for Operation of the General Secretariat, to consider contributing to the OAS specific fund entitled “Fund of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and the recommendations in the MESICIC country reports.
The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

51. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2581 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly expressed satisfaction with the outcome of the Eighth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-VIII), held in Brasilia, Brazil from February 24 to 26, 2010, as well as with the technical meetings preceding that event, as part of the process, and thanked the government of Brazil for the well-executed organization of the aforesaid ministerial meeting.  It also endorsed the conclusions and recommendations of REMJA-VIII, contained in the Appendix and an integral part of this resolution, and it accepted with appreciation the offer of the Government of El Salvador to host REMJA-IX, which is to be held in 2012.  It also accepted with appreciation the offer of Paraguay to host the Fifth Meeting of REMJA’s Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition.

It also instructed the Permanent Council to duly follow up on the conclusions and recommendations of REMJA-VIII, and, pursuant thereto, to convene prior to the next regular session of the OAS General Assembly the following meetings, subject to the availability of financial resources in the OAS program-budget and other resources:  a) Technical meeting coordinated by Brazil and held during the second half of 2010, to discuss the usefulness of the Network for Legal Cooperation in the Area of Family and Child Law, and the interest of states in forming a working group on the subject; b) Fifth meeting of the Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition, to be held in Paraguay; c) Third meeting of the Working Group on Penitentiary and Prison Policies.  It also requested the Permanent Council to report to the 41st regular session of the General Assembly on implementation of this resolution.

52. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities
The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2596 (XL-O/10), in which it thanked the people and Government of the Republic of El Salvador for their general hospitality and for their steadfast and effective support which contributed to the success of the Third Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, and encouraged it to convene the fourth meeting for the first half of 2012, to review the progress made in implementing the Inter-American Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, exchange experiences among the states parties, in accordance with its Article VI and Article 20 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure, and adopt the document on the parameters for measuring the progress made by states in implementing the Convention.  It also requested the states parties to the Convention, other member states, permanent observes, and international and national organizations to contribute to the specific fund of voluntary contributions, entitled the “Specific Fund for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities” [CP/RES. 947 (1683/09)], to supplement the financing of the activities of the Committee and its Technical Secretariat, and to allow for the participation of representatives designated by those states parties that, owing to special circumstances, are unable to finance such participation, urging the Secretary General to use his good offices to encourage all of the above-mentioned players to contribute to the Fund.

In addition, it thanked the civil society representatives for their dialogue with the Committee during its third meeting, and for the recommendations made, and it invited them to send them any information deemed relevant on the steps taken by the states parties to the Convention to implement it, so that the Committee members can take that information into account as well.  It also requested the Secretary General to continue supporting the tasks assigned to the Committee, including efforts to raise new funding, and to give preference to the OAS headquarters as the venue for its meetings.  It further instructed the Permanent Council to report to the 41st regular session of the General Assembly on implementation of this resolution.

53. Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (2006-2016) and Support for Its Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP)
In resolution AG/RES. 2598 (XL-O/10), it thanked the government of the Republic of Panama for its steadfast and effective support for the Program of Action and for the installation in Panama City of the Technical Secretariat (SEDISCAP), and invited the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities to make, at its next meeting, an exhaustive evaluation of the operations of SEDISCAP, and to draw up recommendations to ensure its sustainability for the remainder of the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities ( (2006-2016).  The results of that evaluation will be submitted to the Permanent Council for its consideration.  It also requested the General Secretariat to provide the broadest technical and administrative support for the tasks assigned to the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

Moreover, it reiterated the importance of contributing to the Specific Fund for Voluntary Contributions established by the Permanent Council, the purpose of which is to support SEDISCAP operations, and it invited member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and public and private entities, whether national or international, to make contributions to that fund in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States and the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat. It also requested the Permanent Council to report to the 41st regular session of the General Assembly on implementation of this resolution.

54. Follow-Up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the "Right to Identity”
In its resolution AG/RES. 2602 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly resolved to recognize the advances in implementation of the Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “Right to Identity,” in particular as regards technical assistance projects for strengthening civil registry institutions in 16 member states; dissemination of the importance of civil identity for the full exercise of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights, the strengthening of democratic governance and the development of states, and for the promotion and exchange of successful experiences in the area of civil registries and identity.

In this resolution, the Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to continue providing the assistance requested by member states for implementation of the Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “Right to Identity,” by promoting improvement in and the strengthening of their civil registry systems and the universalization of civil registries; it recognized the progress made by member states in implementing national plans, policies, and programs to guarantee the right to identity by issuance of the respective documents, and the advances of member states in implementing the Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “Right to Identity”; and, it encouraged member states to continue taking steps to ensure full recognition of the right to identity, emphasizing that the lack of recognition of identity may imply that persons do not have a legal record of their existence, thereby making it difficult for them to fully exercise their civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

The General Assembly also requested the Permanent Council to continue supporting the work developed under the Memorandum of Understanding between the United Nations Children’s Fund, the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States, and the Inter-American Development Bank, for cooperation in citizen registries, and it requested the General Secretariat to continue expanding cooperation in the area of civil registries with other specialized agencies and organizations of the inter-American system. 

In addition, it urged the states that participated in the First Regional Latin American Conference on the Right to Identity and Universal Registration of Birth to continue implementing recommendations emanating from it, to develop and strengthen the capacity of the registered institutions; it instructed the Permanent Council to hold a special session of the Committee of Juridical and Political Affairs in the second half of 20102, to review the status of implementation of the aforesaid Inter-American Program, based on the information provided by states and a progress report prepared by the General Secretariat, with a view to making pertinent changes in the program to achieve universal civil registry by the year 2015.  This session could receive contributions from experts on the subject, civil society organizations, organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system and the universal system; and, it instructed the General Secretariat to continue developing, strengthening, and promoting the use of information and communication technologies for the discussion, exchange, and development of experiences, lessons learned, and dissemination of knowledge in the area of identity and civil registry in the region.

Finally, the General Assembly requested the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) to continue working on the topic of “guaranteeing the right to identity and the citizenship of children and adolescents,” as well as on the universal registration of birth, in accordance with its 2007-2011 Plan of Action.  It also instructed the IIN, in cooperation with the General Secretariat, to join forces to comply with the objectives of the Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “Right to Identity,” and to keep the OAS Permanent Council informed of advances and obstacles in the region.
The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

55. Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
In resolution AG/RES. 2606 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reaffirmed the will and the resolute commitment of the member states to continue making efforts to conclude negotiations on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. It also instructed the Working Group to continue the negotiations, taking into account the progress set forth in document CAJP/GT/RDI-57/07 rev. 13, “Consolidated Document:  Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.” Furthermore, it took note of the proposals made by the member states on this matter.

The General Assembly requested the Working Group to consider, when adopting its Work Plan, methodology suggestions that may contribute to the negotiation process and to continue promoting contributions from member states; organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS); the United Nations; and regional organizations. It also urged those bodies to continue sending their written contributions to the Working Group for consideration and, pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, contained in Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), to continue receiving contributions from groups in vulnerable situations and from interested civil society organizations. Likewise, the Assembly renewed the mandates to the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), as set forth in paragraphs 5, 7, and 8 of resolution AG/RES. 2168 (XXXVI-O/06), and it requested the General Secretariat to continue to provide support to the Working Group’s activities, through the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR and the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of those mandates.

56. Consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)
In resolution AG/RES. 2442 (XXXIX-O/09), the General Assembly called upon those states of the region that had not yet done so to sign or ratify the amendments to the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco), adopted by the General Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL) in resolutions 267 (E-V), 268 (XII), and 290 (E-VII); and it reaffirmed its commitment to continue striving for a disarmament and nonproliferation regime that was universal, genuine, and nondiscriminatory in every aspect.

The General Assembly supported OPANAL’s cooperation and coordination mechanisms with the Treaties of Rarotonga, Bangkok, Pelindaba, and Semipalatinsk, with Mongolia, and with any that might be established in the future, as well as with their respective agencies, in order to expedite the achievement of common objectives, as agreed to at the Conference of States Parties and Signatories to Treaties that Establish Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones, held in Mexico City in April 2005; and it entrusted the Permanent Council with holding, in the framework of the CSH, a meeting in the first half of 2011 on consolidation of the regime established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco, with the support of OPANAL and the participation of the United Nations and other international institutions competent in the area.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the above resolution.

57. Confidence-and Security Building in the Americas

In resolution AG/RES. 2447 (XXXIX-O/09), called upon all member states to furnish information to the General Secretariat on the application of the Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, in accordance with document CP/CSH-1043/08 rev. 1, “Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for Reporting according to OAS Resolutions,” by July 15 of each year; and it instructed the Permanent Council to convene the Fourth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures for the last quarter of 2010, to examine the application of confidence- and security-building measures throughout the region and consider next steps.

In keeping with this resolution, the Fourth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures was held in Lima, Peru, on November 15 and 16, 2010.

The General Assembly reaffirmed the goal of participation by all member states, by 2010, in the United Nations (UN) Register of Conventional Arms and the UN Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures.

Moreover, the Assembly requested the General Secretariat to update the Roster of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures every year, on the basis of the information supplied by the member states by July 1 each year, and to distribute the new roster to member states by July 30 of each year. It also requested the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.
58. Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean
The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09), in which it reemphasized the importance of strengthening and enhancing the hemispheric security agenda of the Organization of American States (OAS) by addressing the multidimensional nature of security as it related to the security of the small island states of the Caribbean; and it instruct the Permanent Council to continue considering the issues which had an impact on the security of small island states, including global climate change, and, to that end, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), to evaluate progress made in addressing the security concerns of those states and the development of strategies for the implementation of related General Assembly resolutions.

It reiterated its request that the General Secretariat, through the relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system and in collaboration, as appropriate, with civil society and private sector organizations and relevant multilateral institutions, support the ongoing efforts made by the small island states to:  strengthen regional, subregional, and national crime management systems, taking into account those initiatives currently being implemented or pursued by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM); enhance border security systems and capacities, including transportation security, at airports, seaports, and border crossing points, and assist border control authorities in the small island states in accessing critical information; strengthen the capacity of small island states to fight illicit trafficking in drugs and the illicit manufacture of and trafficking in firearms; continue the analysis of violence related to criminal gangs and problems that affect youth in the small island states; conduct awareness-building programs on trafficking in persons in the small island states; promote technical cooperation and institutional capacity-building, in order to strengthen natural and man-made disaster response and mitigation and crisis management capacity in the small island states, including the development of reconstruction capability, training in humanitarian assistance, search and rescue operations, and strengthening of critical infrastructure protection, as well as the security of tourism and recreational facilities and the use of simulation exercises; provide training and technical assistance regarding legislation on counterterrorism, terrorist financing, cybersecurity, and cybercrime; improve coordination among the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, and with regional and subregional organizations, including the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) and the Regional Security System (RSS), on matters related to the special security concerns of small island states, so as to ensure awareness and avoid duplication in their response to these concerns; and improve coordination and information-sharing among member states on immigration policies, including deportation.

The Permanent Council and the General Secretariat are to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

59. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security
By resolution AG/RES. 2532 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly urged all member states to continue implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas (DSA), with a view to consolidating peace, stability, and security in the Hemisphere.

The General Assembly requested that the topic “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security” be kept on the agenda of the CSH in order to continue examining the progress of the member states and the organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms of the OAS in implementing the DSA. It also reiterated to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security that it should propose to the Committee on Hemispheric Security a methodology with guidelines for facilitating the preparation and submission by member states of voluntary reports on measures and actions pertaining to implementation of the Declaration.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

60. Disarmament and Nonproliferation in the Hemisphere
In resolution AG/RES. 2533 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly urged states to consider signing or ratifying the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) as soon as possible, in particular the states listed in Annex 2 to the Treaty, so that it may enter into force in the shortest possible. It also welcomed Saint Vincent and the Grenadines’ ratification of the CTBT and Trinidad and Tobago’s accession to it, as important steps for its entry into force soon.

Furthermore, it invited all member states, particularly those with International Monitoring System facilities, to support and implement the CTBT’s verification regime when the Treaty enters into force. In addition, it called upon the states of the Hemisphere to refrain, even before the Treaty comes into force, from contravening the spirit of the obligations set forth therein, and to maintain, in particular, the moratorium on all kinds of nuclear tests, in accordance with the commitments undertaken at the 2000 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).

The General Assembly also invited the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), through the Inter-American Defense College, and in accordance with its Statutes, to organize a “Seminar on disarmament and nonproliferation” for its students and the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) and to examine, collect, and make public and readily accessible the curricula and programs on disarmament and nonproliferation that the states or international organizations have prepared for school systems and university courses.

Moreover, it requested the General Secretariat to include on the CSH website a link to the electronic resources of the United Nations on education for disarmament and nonproliferation, and urged the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to continue promoting greater synergy with the work done by the United Nations, especially the Office for Disarmament Affairs, and with other specialized agencies in the field in order to identify proposals for action by the Organization of American States to promote education for disarmament and nonproliferation.

It also requested that the topic of “Disarmament and nonproliferation in the Hemisphere” be included in the CSH calendar of activities for the 2011-2012 period.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

61. Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540
In resolution AG/RES. 2534 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session reiterated that, pursuant to resolution 1540 (2004) of the United Nations Security Council, all states shall refrain from providing any form of support to non-state actors that attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport, transfer, or use nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons and their means of delivery; and that none of the obligations set forth in said resolution shall be interpreted so as to conflict with or alter the rights and obligations of states parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction (Chemical Weapons Convention), and the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (Biological Weapons Convention), or alter the responsibilities of the International Atomic Energy Agency or the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. The General Assembly also urged member states to provide additional information to the 1540 Committee on efforts under way to implement resolution 1540 (2004), including road maps or action plans, as recommended by the 1540 Committee’s report of April 2006.

Furthermore, the General Assembly decided to invite the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), within the sphere of its competence, to strengthen cooperation between the 1540 Committee and the Organization of American States.  It also resolved to keep the item “Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)” on the agenda of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first and forty-second regular sessions on the implementation of the activities envisaged in this resolution.

62. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials
In resolution AG/RES. 2535 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly urged all member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA). It also resolved to adopt the Model Legislation and Commentaries in Relation to Confiscation and Forfeiture of Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials, which was approved by the Consultative Committee at its Eleventh Regular Meeting, held on April 23, 2010. Furthermore, it encouraged the member states of the Organization to implement, as appropriate, the aforementioned model legislation, and to request the assistance of the Technical Secretariat, where appropriate, in the development and enactment of this model legislation.

The General Assembly decided to convene for April 14 and 15, 2011, at OAS headquarters, the Twelfth Regular Meeting of the Consultative Committee of the CIFTA, pursuant to Article XXI of the Convention; and also to provide support for such preparatory meetings as are relevant.  It also requested the General Secretariat to continue organizing, in the framework of the CIFTA, the Declaration of Bogotá, and the Tlatelolco Commitment, specialized workshops and training programs on stockpile management and destruction of firearms and munitions; identification, marking and tracing of firearms; strengthening of broker controls; and strengthening of border controls, and that it update annually the document “Summary of Country Compliance with CIFTA:  Status of Ratifications and National Firearms Legislation in Force” (CIFTA/CEP-II/doc.5/08).

The General Assembly requested the inclusion of the topic “Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Related Materials” in the 2010-2011 calendar of activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security so that the Consultative Committee of CIFTA could continue to report periodically on developments in the implementation of the Declaration of Bogotá and the Tlatelolco Commitment.

The Permanent Council and the Secretary General are to report to the General Assembly on the status of signatures and ratifications of the Convention and on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution, respectively.

Furthermore, the Assembly invited OAS member states, permanent observers to the OAS, international, regional, and subregional organizations, and the international community to consider making voluntary financial contributions to the OAS firearms fund and/or to consider providing technical, human resource, and educational assistance in order to support the full implementation of the CIFTA and strengthen its Technical Secretariat.

The Permanent Council is to report on the implementation of this resolution, and the Secretary General is to present a report on the status of signatures and ratifications of, and accessions to, the Convention, to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session.

63. Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism
In resolution AG/RES. 2536 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reiterated its most vigorous condemnation of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, endorsed the Declaration on Public-Private Partnerships in the Fight against Terrorism adopted by the member states of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) at its Tenth regular session, and encouraged the member states to fulfill the commitments contained therein.

Among other decisions adopted in this resolution, the General Assembly instructed the CICTE Secretariat to implement the programs and projects adopted in its Work Plan for 2010. It also instructed the General Secretariat to continue providing the CICTE Secretariat, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, with administrative and any other support needed, including support for the Eleventh Regular Session of CICTE, which was held on March 17, 2011, and for the Ninth Meeting of CICTE’s National Points of Contact, which took place in conjunction with that regular session.

The Chair of CICTE is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution.

64. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
In resolution AG/RES. 2537 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly took note of the 2009 annual report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4489/10). It also took note of the work done by the CICAD Expert Groups and invited them to continue carrying out the mandates given to them by the Commission.

The General Assembly invited the member states to consider making voluntary financial contributions to ensure the actions of the Commission and the programs carried out by its Executive Secretariat. It also thanked the international donor community for its contributions and invited it to continue its support for CICAD.

The Assembly, furthermore, acknowledged the work of CICAD and urged it to continue, through its Executive Secretariat, to provide technical assistance, training, and support to member states in the areas of drug demand reduction, supply reduction, drug-related research and information systems, alternative, integral, and sustainable development, institution-building, money laundering control, and education, with a view to strengthening member states’ capacities.
The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution.

65. Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission
In resolution AG/RES. 2538 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly noted with satisfaction the adoption by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) at its forty-seventh regular session of the report “MEM Recommendations Analysis 2010:  By Round, Thematic Area, and Subregion.” It noted also the work begun by the Governmental Expert Group (GEG) in preparation for the presentation of the national reports of the Fifth Evaluation Round.

The General Assembly instructed CICAD to continue, via its Executive Secretariat, to work with the member states to strengthen the MEM process and provide technical assistance, training, and support to the member states in their efforts to:  coordinate information gathering for the MEM process; increase awareness of the MEM among national authorities, and implement the recommendations assigned through the MEM.

It also encouraged the timely participation by member states in the MEM evaluation process, via their National Coordinating Entities (NCEs) and their governmental experts. Furthermore, it encouraged countries to initiate, maintain, or increase their voluntary financial contributions to the MEM, in order to ensure its continuity and strengthen its impact.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution.

66. Follow-Up to the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas 
In resolution AG/RES. 2540 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly endorsed the Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security (MISPA-II/doc.8/09 rev. 4) of the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-II), which is an integral part of this resolution.

The General Assembly encouraged member states to effectively implement or continue implementing the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas and the Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security; requested the General Secretariat to carry out or continue carrying out the mandates entrusted to it in those documents; and encouraged coordination of future meetings of the MISPA and Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA).

Furthermore, the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to ask member states, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), to exchange information on matters related to the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas and the Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security.

The Assembly welcomed the decision by the ministers to institutionalize the process of meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA) agreed to in the Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security, and invited the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to submit the Report on Citizen Security and Human Rights, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to the Permanent Council for consideration by the member states.

In addition, it urged the General Secretariat to conclude the feasibility study, with the inputs from member states, on the best ways to strengthen the training and education of personnel with responsibility in public security in the region (MISPA-II/RE/doc.4/09), for presentation to the next Meeting of Experts on Public Security in preparation for MISPA-III, and to keep the Committee on Hemispheric Security permanently informed of the progress made.

Moreover, it requested the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to prepare, on the basis of the inputs provided by the member states, among other things, a compilation of best practices and experiences in the areas of prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity; public security management; police management; citizen and community participation; and international cooperation.

The General Assembly convened the Meeting of Experts on Public Security, to be held in Santiago, Chile, on November 18 and 19, 2010, to prepare for the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas; and the Third Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, to be held in the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago in 2011.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution.

67. Regional Strategy to Promote Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs

In resolution AG/RES. 2541 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly endorsed the Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs:  Suggestions and Recommendations (CP/CSH-1229/10), which forms an integral part of this resolution; and it encouraged the member states to consider implementing it, where appropriate.

It also requested the General Secretariat to periodically update the appendices to the Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs:  Suggestions and Recommendations with the information elicited from the member states, permanent observers, subregional, regional, and international organizations, and civil society organizations. Furthermore, it instructed the General Secretariat to continue supporting member states’ initiatives with respect to criminal gangs, in coordination with the competent organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS).

It requested the inclusion of “Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs” in the 2010-2011 calendar of activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

In addition, the General Assembly invited the member states, permanent observers, subregional, regional, and international organizations, and civil society organizations to consider offering technical and/or financial cooperation to countries afflicted by gang-related crime and violence and that request such cooperation.

The Permanent Council and the General Secretariat are to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.

68. Execution of the Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and Strengthening of Hemispheric Cooperation
In resolution AG/RES. 2543 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly decided to promote full implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, the principal purpose of which is to further application by member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention) and the protocols thereto.

In encouraging the member states to continue to play an active part in the fight against transnational organized crime in its diverse manifestations and to adopt the necessary measures for implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime in their respective countries, it urged them to participate in the Second Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime.

It requested the General Secretariat to take full advantage of offers by member states to assist other member states, upon their request, in training, technical assistance, and capacity- building to prevent, investigate, and eradicate acts of transnational organized crime at the bilateral, multilateral, subregional, and regional levels which could be identified during the meetings of the OAS Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime and other meetings; and it instructed the Permanent Council to review, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the agenda and schedule for the Second Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, with assistance from the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.

It urged those member states that have not yet done so to consider acceding to or ratifying, as the case may be, and to implement as soon as possible the Palermo Convention and the protocols thereto, and to participate actively in the Conference of States Parties to the Palermo Convention, including by responding to the self-assessment questionnaires.

The General Assembly invited member states to be represented at the United Nations General Assembly’s High-Level Meeting on Transnational Organized Crime to be held in New York in June 2010.  It also convened the Third Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime during the second half of 2010 at OAS headquarters and resolved to provide support for such preparatory meetings as were relevant. In addition, it invited member states to continue consideration of the draft document “Components of the Work Program of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime” during the third meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime.

It also instructed the Permanent Council to review, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the agenda for the Third Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime, with assistance from the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.

It urged member states to identify a national point of contact for issues related to transnational organized crime and requested the General Secretariat to update and distribute a Directory of National Points of Contact.

Furthermore it requested the General Secretariat to continue to assist member states, upon their request, in capacity-building and technical assistance to prevent, investigate, and eradicate acts of transnational organized crime at the bilateral, subregional, regional, and multilateral levels, in coordination with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and other relevant international institutions.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution at its forty-first and forty-second regular sessions.

69. Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere
In resolution AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly endorsed the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, adopted by the Committee on Hemispheric Security, which forms an integral part of that resolution (CP/CSH-1155/09 rev. 10).

The General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to implement the mandates assigned to it in the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere and in the recommendations and conclusions of the First and Second Meetings of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons.  The Assembly also urged member states to adopt measures to undertake the activities suggested in that Work Plan.

In addition, it called upon international, subregional, and regional organizations, civil society organizations, and the private sector to support, where appropriate, the activities described in the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere.

It also urged those member states that had not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to, as the case may be, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, and encouraged member states to reinforce the effective implementation of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, and to reaffirm their commitment to combat the crime of trafficking in persons, by means of a comprehensive approach that takes into account the prevention of trafficking, the prosecution of its perpetrators, the protection of and assistance to its victims and respect for their human rights, in accordance with domestic law, and strengthening of international cooperation in the area.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.

70. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions
In resolution AG/RES. 2552 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reaffirmed, where applicable, its mandates to the Permanent Council and to the General Secretariat contained in resolution AG/RES. 2445 (XXXIX-O/09), “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions,” as well as the recommendations to the member states contained therein. It also reaffirmed its commitment to the principles of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions and other related instruments applicable at the global, regional, and subregional levels.

Inter alia, the General Assembly requested that the General Secretariat, in accordance with Article V of the Convention, contact the permanent observers so that they may contribute to the objective of the Convention by providing information annually to the General Secretariat on their exports of conventional weapons to the states parties to the Convention. It also requested the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council prior to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly on the status of signatures and ratifications of the Convention and of accessions thereto.

Moreover it requested that the General Secretariat designate an area responsible for systematizing the information presented by the member states and, within its sphere of competence, following up on implementation of the Convention.  It also instructed the General Secretariat to organize a web page dedicated to the Convention.

The General Assembly recommended that the Conference of the States Parties be held every four years and urge states parties to the Convention to identify, if possible prior to September 15, 2010, national points of contact to contribute to the preparation of notifications and annual reports. In that connection, it requested that national points of contact meet every two years to prepare the Conference of States Parties.

The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates in this resolution.

71. Hemispheric Drug Strategy and Preparation of Its Plan of Action
In resolution AG/RES. 2556 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly endorsed the Hemispheric Drug Strategy, which is an integral part of this resolution and was approved by the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) at its forty-seventh regular session. It also urged the member states to implement the above strategy.

Furthermore, it invited all member states to contribute and participate in the drafting of the Plan of Action in the framework of CICAD and instructed the General Secretariat, through its pertinent organs and, in particular, the Executive Secretariat of CICAD, to provide technical and administrative support to the process of preparing the Plan of Action.

The Permanent Council is to report, with the support of the General Secretariat, on the implementation of this resolution.

72. The Americas As an Antipersonnel Land Mine Free Zone
In resolution AG/RES. 2559 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly renewed its support for the efforts of member states to rid their territories of antipersonnel land mines and destroy their stockpiles, and convert the Americas into the world’s first antipersonnel-land-mine-free zone. It also supported the comprehensive humanitarian mine action efforts in the Republic of Nicaragua, which will make it possible in the coming year to declare Central America a mine-free zone.

It urged those states parties that requested and were granted extensions under Article 5 of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention) to make every effort necessary to comply with their Article 5 obligations within the periods established. The Assembly also stressed the responsibility of all member states to continue their vital cooperation in mine action as a national, subregional, and regional priority as well as a means to promote confidence and security, and to develop statements of remaining goals, contribute resources and collaborate with the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) of the Organization of American States (OAS).

In addition, it invited all states parties to participate in the Tenth Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Convention, from November 29 to December 3, 2010, in Geneva, Switzerland, as a means of demonstrating their continued commitment to the objectives of that Convention.

The Assembly condemned the use, stockpiling, production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines by non-state actors and called upon non-state actors to observe the international norm established by the Ottawa Convention to facilitate progress toward a mine-free world. It condemned also the use of antipersonnel land mines and improvised explosive devices by non-state actors, especially illegal armed groups in Colombia.

The General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to continue providing member states with the support necessary to continue the mine-clearing programs, prevention education programs for the civilian population, and programs for the rehabilitation of victims and their families and for the socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas. It also renewed the mandate assigned to the General Secretariat to continue, through the AICMA Program, its efforts with the member states, permanent observers, other states, and donor organizations to identify and obtain voluntary funding for the demining programs and comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines carried out by the member states in their respective territories, and to continue cooperating in projects to assist comprehensive action against antipersonnel mines, including humanitarian demining, the physical and psychological rehabilitation of victims and their families, prevention education, and socioeconomic reclamation of demined areas. It also requested the Inter-American Defense Board to continue providing technical advice to the AICMA Program.

Furthermore, the General Assembly called upon all states parties and non-states parties that share the objectives of the Ottawa Convention to take all necessary action, at the national, subregional, regional, and international levels, to fulfill the commitments established in the Cartagena Declaration:  A Shared Commitment for a Mine-Free World and to implement the Cartagena Action Plan 2010-2014:  Ending the Suffering Caused by Anti-Personnel Mines.

Finally, the General Assembly reiterated the importance of participation by all member states in the OAS Register of Antipersonnel Land Mines by April 15 of each year, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1496 (XXVII-O/97), and it commended member states which have regularly submitted their reports to that end, and instructed them to provide to the OAS Secretary General a copy of the Ottawa Convention Article 7 transparency reports presented to the United Nations Secretary-General.  In this connection, in keeping with the spirit of the Ottawa Convention, it invited member states which are not yet party thereto to consider voluntarily providing this information.

The Permanent Council and the General Secretariat are to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution.

73. Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board
In resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly encouraged the IADB to continue to provide, in accordance with its Statutes, prompt technical and educational advice and consultancy services on matters related to military and defense issues to member states that so request; to continue strengthening its communication channels with the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), in accordance with the functions established in its Statutes; encourage the IADB to continue to provide technical assistance to OAS member states in the development and exchange of Defense White Papers, when appropriate, and in the annual reporting to the OAS on the application of confidence- and security- building measures (CSBMs), and, in coordination with the General Secretariat and other entities of the Organization, to continue providing technical advice and consultant services to member states and to the organs of the OAS in the event of disasters. 

Inter alia, the General Assembly also encouraged the IADB to continue to provide, in coordination with the General Secretariat and the CSH, consultancy services to smaller states, in accordance with its Statutes, in support of their efforts to address threats, concerns, and challenges; to continue to foster and promote civil society participation in its meetings and activities, in accordance with its Statutes; and to promote, with other hemispheric organizations and forums of a similar nature, awareness of OAS declarations and resolutions concerning military and defense issues. Furthermore, the Assembly invited the member states, permanent observers, and other donors to support, through voluntary contributions, the activities undertaken by the IADB in carrying out its purpose.

Likewise, the IADB was requested to encourage its member states, under Article 3.f of its Statutes, to provide information to the General Secretariat each year on application of the Consolidated List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures (CP/CSH-1043/08 rev. 1) and continue providing technical advice to the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA), and to invite the member states to continue contributing specialists for the IADB’s international monitors team.

The General Assembly also invited member states to consider and propose recommendations to the CSH before December 1, 2010, for further strengthening of the IADB and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate OAS organs and entities in accordance with its Statutes. Moreover, it requested the Secretariats of the IADB and Multidimensional Security (SMS), in keeping with the Statutes of the IADB, to work together to promote greater interaction to strengthen the IADB as an entity of the OAS, and to submit a report to the CSH by December 1, 2010. Furthermore, the General Assembly requested that, by December 1, 2010, the IADB undertake an institutional assessment of its technical and advisory services that it can offer to the OAS member states.

The General Secretariat is to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.

74. Hemispheric Cooperation against the Crime of Kidnapping and for Support for Victims
At its fortieth regular session, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2574 (XL-O/10), by which it vigorously condemned and rejected the crime of kidnapping in all circumstances, whatever its motive or purpose, and invited the member states to consider the adoption of all forms of comprehensive national anti-kidnapping strategies, especially emphasizing the development of guidelines for preventing, prosecuting, punishing, and eliminating this crime, as well as for the care of victims and their families.

The General Assembly urged those member states that have not yet done so to criminalize kidnapping in all its forms and encouraged them, in accordance with their domestic legislation, to increase their efforts to prevent kidnapping and to investigate, arrest, and prosecute kidnappers. Likewise, it urged member states, in accordance with their domestic legislation, to facilitate international cooperation and mutual assistance in order to, among other measures, locate, detect, freeze and confiscate the proceeds of kidnapping. Furthermore, member states were urged, in accordance with their domestic legislation, to pay special attention to the serious psychological, social, and economic harm kidnapping entails, adopting, where appropriate, legislative, administrative, or any other type of measures that facilitate the provision of appropriate support and assistance to victims and their families, as well as to continue to promote international cooperation, including extradition, mutual legal assistance, collaboration among law enforcement authorities, and information exchange and analysis, with a view to preventing, punishing, and eliminating kidnapping in a context of the rule of law and respect for human rights.

The Assembly also requested the inclusion of the item “Hemispheric Cooperation to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Kidnapping and to Provide Assistance to Victims” on the 2010-2011 schedule of activities of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, in order to promote, at the hemispheric level, an exchange of experiences, best practices, and lessons learned in this area. Equally, it invited interested member states to raise the subject of kidnapping at the next Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas.

In the same way, the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to organize seminars or workshops for the exchange of experiences and best practices of combating kidnapping and to compile different national laws on kidnapping for the information and benefit of the competent authorities and legislators of the member states.
The Permanent Council is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution.

75. Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process 
In resolution AG/RES. 2563 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly urged member states to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations; renewed the mandate to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas; and instructed the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).
The General Assembly also requested that the General Secretariat, through the Summits Secretariat, continue to serve as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, continue to support follow-up and dissemination of Summit mandates, continue to offer support to member states in implementing the mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain and those of future Summits and in following up on the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, and continue to support preparatory efforts and technical coordination for the next Summit of the Americas, to be held in 2012.

The General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.

Likewise, the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to report to the CISC and to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on the implementation and follow-up of the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, bearing in mind the Statement by the Chairman of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, as well as the commitments of prior Summits, the implementation of which were still ongoing; to continue, through the Joint Summit Working Group, chaired by the Summits Secretariat, coordinating and promoting the implementation and follow-up, in all its institutions, of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, holding at least one meeting of institution heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings, and to provide assistance in the preparatory activities for the next Summit of the Americas, scheduled to be held in 2012; to continue providing the necessary support for ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates and commitments on topics of interest to the OAS; through the Summits Secretariat, to offer full support to the Government of the Republic of Colombia in the preparations for the Sixth Summit of the Americas, scheduled for 2012 in the city of Cartagena; and to make efforts to promote and disseminate among the various social actors the mandates, commitments, and results emanating from the Summits of the Americas so that those actors might contribute to their implementation.

In that resolution, the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the Summits Secretariat, to continue to explore and implement in the Summits of the Americas process methods for promoting and increasing awareness and the participation of social actors in that process, through the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs); and requested the Summits Secretariat to continue the promotion and training in the use of the Summits of the Americas Follow-Up System (SISCA), with a view to assisting the member states with the follow-up of Summits implementation.

It urged the member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities and requested the General Secretariat to submit to the Permanent Council, through the Summits Secretariat, systematic and detailed information on the budgetary and financial management of said Specific Fund.

Finally, it requested the General Secretariat to strengthen the Summits Secretariat by providing it with the human and financial resources it needs to fulfill its function as technical secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process efficiently and effectively; and instructed the General Secretariat to implement the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, instructing the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution; and instructed the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

76. Follow-up and Implementation of the Mandates of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas
In resolution AG/RES. 2564 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reaffirmed the commitments undertaken by the Heads of State and Government in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas; urged the member states, and requested the General Secretariat, to continue implementing, promoting, and disseminating those commitments; and instructed the General Secretariat to continue coordinating with the other OAS organs and entities, and with the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), in following up on the commitments established in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas.

The General Assembly also resolved to bear in mind the content of the statement by the chair of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Honorable Patrick Manning, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, which reports on the discussions of the Heads of State and Government on the reintegration of Cuba into the inter-American system, the global financial crisis, the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, and Haiti.
In addition, the General Assembly encouraged the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, as well as agencies of the United Nations system and other institutions participating in the JSWG, to assign priority to implementation of the initiatives contained in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and to report regularly to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) on the progress made in implementing the adopted mandates and commitments; and instructed the Summits Secretariat to use and promote, through training for member states, where needed, the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA) in order to facilitate its use in reporting on actions taken and progress made pursuant to the mandates of the Summits, and to provide updates to the CISC and to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on the implementation and follow-up of the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain.

Finally, it requested the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

77. Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process 

In reaffirming the commitment and will of the member states and the OAS to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for civil society participation in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process, in resolution AG/RES. 2612 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”

The General Assembly also instructed the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of civil society in the Summits of the Americas process and in OAS activities resulting from that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation; and decided to continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities, with the support of the General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

The General Assembly encouraged all member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and in other rules and regulations of the Organization, to consider contributing to the Specific Fund to support the participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, in order to sustain and promote their effective participation in OAS activities in accordance with the goals set by the General Assembly and by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process, including the dialogue among heads of delegation, the Secretary General, and representatives of civil society organizations.

The General Assembly continued to urge member states to participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and the Dialogue with Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of social actors in the Summits of the Americas; and to continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand opportunities for participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.

In that resolution, the General Assembly encouraged member states to continue reporting on existing procedures and regulations regarding consultations with civil society, to allow for an exchange of experiences and best practices among the member states; and to recognize the efforts of Peru, as host country for the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, to work together with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations to facilitate and organize their participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); and to encourage future hosts to continue to build on these traditions.

The OAS General Assembly instructed the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, integrate, and incorporate civil society input and advocacy; and instructed the member states to continue analyzing the Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 1), and to request the Permanent Council to consider the final draft in order to promote a coordinated approach that facilitates civil society participation in OAS activities.

The Permanent Council’s report to the General Assembly is to include the report that the General Secretariat presents to the Permanent Council before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.

78. Establishment of the overall budget level and sources of financing

In resolution AG/RES. 1 (XL-E/10) rev. 1, the General Assembly instructed the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly to consider a proposal to be elevated to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly to be held in June 2011 to establish the overall budget level and the sources of financing for the 2012 program-budget.  Income to finance the 2012 program-budget shall include:  quota income, interest and rental income, contributions for technical supervision and administrative support from the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) and from trust and specific funds, and all other miscellaneous income.  The overall budget level would include a proposal to cover the cost of living and statutory increases.

The General Assembly is to consider a proposal for the overall budget level for 2012 and sources of financing.

79. Continuing participation in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development by member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua
At its fortieth regular session, the General Assembly, in resolution AG/RES. 2566 (XL-O/10), decided “to extend the period during which its resolution AG/RES. 2 (XXII-E/96), “Participation of Member States That Have Not Ratified the Protocol of Managua in the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) When Said Protocol Enters into Force,” will remain in force until the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, which will review the situation if at that time there are still member states that have not ratified the Protocol of Managua.”

The General Assembly will receive the requested report at its forty-first regular session.

80. Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI
The Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, instructed their ministers, especially those responsible for finance, planning and social development, to begin to consolidate a review of national social protection, inclusion, and poverty eradication programs, where necessary, in order to increase efficiency and effectiveness, reduce duplication, identify gaps at the national level, and optimize the use of resources, and further instructed them to exchange the experiences and best practices derived from those reviews at the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development, held in Colombia in 2010.

In that regard, the dialogue of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development centered on the theme “Strengthening and sustaining social protection systems.”  This meeting gave rise to a dialogue on strengthening social protection systems as a comprehensive strategy to address the challenges of poverty, extreme poverty, inequality, and inequity in Latin America and the Caribbean; partnerships with nongovernmental organizations, academia, the private sector, and community organizations as a more effective way for the public sector to confront poverty, especially extreme poverty, inequity, inequality, and vulnerability; and inter-sectoral challenges of social policies:  i) promoting employment and income generation, ii) strengthening food security policies; and, iii) risk management and reconstruction to reduce the vulnerability of the victims of natural disasters.

Likewise, in the course of that meeting the delegations called for the Inter-American Social Protection Network to be strengthened as a mechanism of hemispheric cooperation in fighting poverty and inequity, and to foster the transfer of successful experiences and analyses of the main challenges confronting social protection strategies.

During the meeting, the Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development adopted a communiqué (CIDI/REMDES/doc.5/10 rev. 5), which is contained in the Final Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Social Development within the Framework of CIDI (CIDI/REMDES/doc.11/10).
The General Assembly will receive the report on this ministerial meeting at its forty-first regular session.

81. Educational Portal of the Americas:  Ten years in Strengthening Human Development in the Hemisphere through Distance Learning
Included at the request of the delegation of Chile.  At the Second Summit of the Americas held in Santiago, Chile, in April 1998, the heads of state and government declared that “distance education programs shall be strengthened and information networks established;” and at the Third Summit of the Americas, the development of human potential was assigned the utmost importance and the “Connecting the Americas” initiative was adopted with the aim of “mobilizing and sharing human resources to strengthen our capacities for applying information and communications technologies to human development.”

Furthermore, it should be recalled that development of human resources is a crosscutting element of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 in force, which recognizes development of human resources as an indispensable component of partnership for development and provides that “[a]dvantage will also be taken of the different instruments provided by new information and communication technologies to benefit from systems of distance learning, multimedia, and education by satellite.”  It is important to underscore that in its 10 years of existence the Educational Portal of the Americas has conducted more than 180 distance education courses, benefiting more than 21,000 citizens of the Americas.

The General Assembly will receive the update on this initiative at its forty-first regular session.
82. 2011:  Inter-American Year of Culture
Included at the request of the delegation of Brazil.  In resolution AG/RES. 2468 (XXXIX-O/09), “2011:  Inter-American Year of Culture,” the General Assembly invited member states to carry out initiatives to celebrate and strengthen their cultural diversity and the artistic creativity of their peoples in the framework of the Inter-American Year of Culture (IYC). In that connection, the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) developed and adopted in 2010 the strategy for the IYC (CEPCIDI/doc.965/10), the objectives of which are to:  provide a platform to promote the key role that culture plays in economic, social and human development; highlight the rich cultural diversity of the Americas; promote the development and implementation of public policies in the member states, ensuring sustainability of the outcomes of the 2011 Inter-American Year of Culture; and raise awareness of the work of the CIC.

It is important to note that the slogan “Our Cultures, Our Future” encapsulates the agreed mission for the IYC, namely that “[t]he Inter-American Year of Culture celebrates the diverse cultures of the Americas and promotes the central role that culture plays in economic, social and human development in all communities.”

The General Assembly will consider the matter at its forty-first regular session.
83. Report of the Second Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development Within the Framework of CIDI
Pursuant to the mandate of the Fifth Summit of the Americas which instructed the ministers and authorities responsible for sustainable development to meet in 2010, under the auspices of the OAS and as a follow-up to the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Sustainable Development held in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, which adopted the Declaration of Santa Cruz +10 and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (2006–2009) (PIDS), endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2312 (XXXVII-O/07), the Ministers and High Authorities of Sustainable Development held a second meeting in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from November 17 to 19, 2010.  The dialogue of the Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development focused on the theme “Toward sustainable development in the Americas” and the event offered an opportunity to follow up on the Declaration of Santa Cruz +10 and on the implementation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) (2006–2009), as well as to discuss vulnerability in the context of sustainable development, risk management and planning, and institutional and management aspects related to climate change. Furthermore, the Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development adopted the Declaration of Santo Domingo for the Sustainable Development of the Americas (CIDI/RIMDS-II/DEC.1/10).

The General Assembly will consider the matter at its forty-first regular session.
84. Extension of the Term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009
In resolution AG/RES. 2583 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly extended the term of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 by one year, until December 31, 2011.  Taking into account that the process of reflection and consultation taking place within the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) on mechanisms for policy dialogue in the framework of CIDI and on the present structure of partnership for development, exploring diverse options with a view to strengthening it, the General Assembly will consider extending the term of the Strategic Plan until December 31, 2012.

The General Assembly will instruct the SEDI to present to CEPCIDI a quantitative and qualitative report on the implementation of the current Strategic Plan and request CEPCIDI to evaluate the results achieved and begin preparing the next Strategic Plan before October 31st, 2011.

Likewise, the General Assembly will authorize the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to approve, before December 31, 2012, the next Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development ad referendum of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

85. Convocation of the Seventeenth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and Support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration
Included at the request of the delegation of El Salvador. At the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote “continuous training programs in collaboration with workers’ representatives and the private sector as appropriate, with the goal of generating the necessary technical skills to enable workers to respond to the demands of the labor market,” and, in that regard, heeding the call of the Fifth Summit, the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML), held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from October 6 to 8, 2009, with the theme “Facing the Crisis with Development, Decent Work, and Social Protection,” adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of Buenos Aires [CIDI/TRABAJO/DEC. 1/09 (XVI-O/09) and CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.5/09 rev. 1 corr. 1, respectively] together with a resolution entitled “Inputs of the XVI IACML to the G-20 Process” [CIDI/TRABAJO/RES. 3/09 (XVI-O/09)].  The working groups of the Conference met on July 28 and 29, 2010 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and from May 17 to 19, 2011, in Washington, D.C., to follow up on the Buenos Aires Declaration and Plan of Action.

The Chair of the IACML, held by the Argentine Ministry of Labor, Employment, and Social Security, took the Buenos Aires Declaration and Plan of Action to the Meeting of the G-20 Ministers held in Washington, D.C. in April 2010, where, together with other IACML members in attendance, it reiterated the consensus reached by the ministers of the Americas regarding the need to keep employment at the center of recovery from the economic crisis. Furthermore, the political dialogue during the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor was supplemented and enriched by the cooperation and technical assistance activities of the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL).  In that connection, RIAL has succeeded in institutionally strengthening the region’s labor ministries in areas such as the design of new products or services, improvement in programs under way, definition of internal procedures, organization of training activities, and reform of laws and regulations.  In addition, RIAL has intensified dialogue, cooperation, and assistance among government officials, labor and business representatives, and international organizations, such as the International Labor Organization (ILO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), among others.

The Government of El Salvador has offered to host the XVII IACML on October 31 to November 1, 2011, following its convocation by the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI. The General Assembly will consider the matter at its forty-first regular session.

The General Assembly will also ask CEPCIDI to consider the above mentioned reports requested of the Secretariat of the CIP and those for the information of the CIP, together with any recommendations it deems relevant for improving the work of the Committee.

86. Increasing the Transparency and Effectiveness of the Inter-American Committee on Ports
Included at the request of the delegation of the United States. At its forty-first regular session, the General Assembly will consider the pertinence of instructing the Secretary of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP) to present the new budget report template to the Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) no later than June 17, 2011, and to provide to CEPCIDI quarterly financial reports using the new budget report template no later than 30 days after the end of each quarter, starting July 1, 2011. It was also requested, no later than July 1, 2011, a report on the implementation of resolution CECIP/RES. 9 (XII-11) “Pilot Plan for New Procedures for Managing and Executing the Work of the Groups and Subcommittees.

87. Climate Change in the Countries of the Hemisphere
In resolution AG/RES. 2588 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly reaffirmed the commitments expressed in the relevant instruments, resolutions, and declarations on sustainable development and climate change within the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS). It also resolved to continue and augment the efforts made through the OAS to counteract the adverse impacts of climate change, strengthen the climate change adaptation capabilities of the states, and of populations and ecosystems vulnerable to climate change, and enhance our efforts to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions.

Equally, in that resolution, the Assembly urged all OAS member states to work together to ensure the success of the Sixteenth Conference of the Parties (COP 16) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the Sixth Meeting of Parties (COP-MOP 6) of the Kyoto Protocol, scheduled to take place in Mexico from November 29 to December 10, 2010.  By the same token, it urged member states to seek an agreed, equitable, and effective outcome, the product of an inclusive and transparent process in Cancun, taking into account all the negotiating positions.

The General Assembly will consider the matter at its forty-first regular session.

88. Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education
Included at the request of the delegation of Suriname. At the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government recognized that education is a lifelong process that promotes social inclusion and democratic citizenship and allows people to contribute fully to the development of society. They also called on the Ministers of Education, with the support of the OAS, specialized international and regional institutions, and civil society organizations, to develop strategies to make quality secondary education accessible to all our young people by 2015, especially the most vulnerable groups and those with special education needs; and stated that these strategies should be based on the principles of equity, quality, relevance, and efficiency in education, taking into account the gender perspective and student diversity, and should also encourage innovation and creativity.

Resolution CEPCIDI/RES.178 (CLVVI-O/11) accepted with gratitude the offer by the Government of Suriname to host the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the framework of CIDI March 1-2, 2012 in Suriname.

The General Assembly will consider the matter at its forty-first regular session. 

89. Adaptation of the Inter-American Travel Congresses to the CIDI Framework and Holding of the 19th Inter-American Travel Congress
Included at the request of the delegation of El Salvador.  Through resolution AG/RES. 1574 (XXVIII-O/98), the General Assembly declared that “there is a need to reorient toward CIDI the dialogue currently taking place in some specialized conferences whose topics correspond to the areas of cooperation of CIDI.” Consequently, the Assembly “instruct[ed] the Inter-American Travel Congress to hold its meetings at the ministerial level within the framework of the sectoral meetings of the Inter-American Council for integral Development (CIDI), in keeping with the priority of sustainable development of tourism established in the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 1997-2001.”

By resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 171/10 (CLXIII-O/10), CEPCIDI thanked the Government of El Salvador for its offer to host the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress and convened it for September 29 and 30, 2011, in the city of San Salvador, El Salvador.

Furthermore, through resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XIX-O/99), the General Assembly urged the Congresses to present to CIDI, through the Permanent Executive Committee of CIDI (CEPCIDI), the necessary amendments to their regulations so as to adapt their ministerial-level meetings to the existing mechanisms of the CIDI framework. In that connection, resolution AG/RES. 1678 (XIX-O/99) amended the Statutes of CIDI in order to facilitate the establishment of the inter-American committees as subsidiary organs of CIDI, to enhance sectoral dialogue, and, among other functions, to support the preparation and follow-up of specialized or sectoral meetings at the ministerial level. The General Assembly will also consider abolishing the Organization Plan of the Inter-American Travel Congresses and establishing that the Congresses shall no longer meet as an inter-American specialized conference, but rather as a sectoral ministerial-level meeting of CIDI in accordance with the CIDI Statutes. It will also consider that these meetings shall convene, starting with the twentieth, as the “Inter-American Congress of Ministerial and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.” 

At its thirty-first regular session, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 1811 (XXXI-O/01) in which it recommended considering the establishment of an Inter-American Committee on Tourism consisting of sectoral authorities at the policy-making and technical levels.

The General Assembly will consider the matter at its forty-first regular session.

90. Extension of the mandate of the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and its organs
In resolution AG/RES. 2609 (X-O/10), the General Assembly recognized the progress made by the CEPCIDI Working Group to Strengthen CIDI and requested CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session. A report will be presented on the progress achieved in this regard and an extension of the Working Group’s mandate will be considered.

91. Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology within the Framework of CIDI
Included at the request of the delegation of Panama. Taking into account that the area of science and technology has been considered a priority area in the Summits of the Americas process, and that this was confirmed in the 2006-2009 Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development, the Heads of State and Government recognized “that the benefits of a digital society should reach all citizens of the Americas.  Additionally, [they] consider[ed] that reducing the digital divide, both among and within the nations of the Americas, is one of the conditions for achieving internationally agreed development objectives, including those of the Millennium Declaration.”  They, therefore, renewed their “commitment to collaborate with regional, subregional and multinational agencies to advance in the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas - the Plan of Action of Quito and the Declaration of the OAS General Assembly held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic in 2006 on ‘Good Governance and Development in the Knowledge-Based Society,’ and we take note of the eLAC 2010 Plan of Action contained in the San Salvador Commitment of 2008.”  In addition, they called upon their “ministers and high level authorities with responsibility for information and communication technologies (ICT) and for health and education to promote the use of ICT in all those areas in which they can improve [their] public and private sectors and the quality of life of [their] people, and to seek to improve access for households and communities.”

It should also be mentioned that in follow-up to the Second Ministerial Meeting held in Mexico in 2008, the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology (COMCyT) held its Sixth Regular Meeting on September 9-10, 2010 (CIDI/COMCYT-VI/doc.9/10).  At that meeting, the authorities recommended that work be continued in the following areas:  a) attract more public and private investment, and making investment attractive; b) place greater emphasis on education and training of human resources and, to this end, begin science education at an early age, in order to encourage youth to choose careers in this area.  Also, improve education within both the formal education system (high schools and universities) and the informal system (television, publications), in support of science; c) emphasize engineering with innovative and entrepreneurial components; d) create more and better links of cooperation between the public sector, private sector, and universities; e) promote greater participation of women in science, technology, and engineering; and f) promote cooperation among the countries of the region to confront common challenges, including sharing and replicating successful experiences with other countries to take advantage of synergies.

Bearing in mind the offer of the Government of the Republic of Panama to host the Third Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities on Science and Technology in the Framework of CIDI, by resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 181 (CLXVIII-O/11), CEPCIDI convened this meeting for November 17 and 18, 2011, in Panama City, Panama.

The General Assembly will consider the matter at its forty-first regular session.

92. Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices
In resolution AG/RES. 2571 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly underscored the importance of and recognized the progress made with implementing the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, which helps bring about a greater understanding of the different dimensions of education for democracy in the Americas, supports capacity building in the member states, and promotes horizontal cooperation in formal and non-formal education through mechanisms and opportunities for dialogue and for the dissemination of information on education topics of key importance for democratic citizenship in the Americas.

The Assembly also instructed the General Secretariat to continue carrying out activities under the Program and requested that, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the Secretariat of Political Affairs, it continue supporting the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the member states in the design and execution of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, and report back regularly to CIDI and to the Permanent Council.

The Assembly instructed the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), in collaboration with SEDI, the Secretariat for Political Affairs, and other relevant bodies of the inter-American system, to follow up on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices. Similarly, it invited member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of the Program.

CIDI, with the support of SEDI, is to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session, on the implementation of this resolution.

93. Report on the Maritime Problem of Bolivia
Included at the request of the delegation of Bolivia. Resolution AG/RES. 989 (XIX-O/89) left this subject open for consideration at any of the next regular sessions of the General Assembly at the request of either of the parties concerned.  The delegation of Bolivia requested the inclusion of the matter (AG/CP/doc.792/11) and the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure decided at its meeting of April 13, 2011, to include it on the preliminary draft agenda.

The delegation of Chile noted its express disagreement for the record.

94. Protection of the Human Rights of Extra-Regional Migrants
Included at the request of the delegation of Panama (AG/CP/doc.793/11; AG/CP/doc.793/11 add. 1)

95. Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission
Included at the request of the delegation of Barbados (AG/CP/doc.794/11)

96. Sixteenth Pan American Games, Guadalajara 2011
Included at the request of the delegation of Mexico (AG/CP/SUB.TP-207/11)

97. Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy
Included at the request of the delegation of Guatemala (AG/CP/SUB.TP-214/11)

98. The Socio-Economic and Environmental Impact of Climate Change on the Countries of the Hemisphere
Included at the request of the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda (AG/CP/SUB.TP-215/11)

99. Promotion of the Rights to Freedom of Assembly and of Association in the Americas
Included at the request of the delegation of the United States (AG/CP/SUB.TP-216/11)

100. Consumer Protection:  Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Alert System
Included at the request of the delegation of Brazil.  In resolution AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10), the General Assembly requested the General Secretariat to continue making efforts to promote consumer protection and, in particular, to coordinate its activities with those of national consumer protection agencies and other organizations. The General Secretariat was also requested to present the results of the first phase of implementation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas to the Permanent Council before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly.

101. Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere
Included at the request of the delegation of Canada at the meeting of the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure held on April 18, 2011

102. Importance of Establishing National CSIRTs and Cooperation among OAS Member States on Cyber Security Issues
Included at the request of the delegation of El Salvador (AG/CP/SUB.TP-227/11)

[image: image2.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

103.
Change of date of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

Included at the request of the delegation of Bolivia (AG/CP/doc.808/11)
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�.	The Annual Report of the Secretary General is included in Section A.III.  The General Committee, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, and the Committee on Hemispheric Security will consider, as appropriate and in keeping with Articles 16 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.
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