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FINAL REPORT

The Fifth Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) took place in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on November 9 and 10, 2010. It was attended by official delegates from 13 Member States (The Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, and Uruguay) and special guests. 
/
I. OPENING SESSION: WELCOME AND GOALS OF THE MEETING

The session was chaired by Ms. Gloria Vidal Illingworth, Minister of Education of Ecuador and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education.

Ms. Vidal welcomed those attending and highlighted the Ecuadorian Government’s commitment to the education sector.  She mentioned some historical achievements in terms of equity and coverage as a result of educational policies, supported by the establishment of systems aimed at improving the quality of education.  As an example, she mentioned student and teacher evaluations, the teacher career scale system and the production of standards for education, and decentralization of the education system.  She submitted the topics to be dealt with as planned by the Agenda.  Finally, she mentioned that this meeting was especially relevant because it would the influence the process of adopting the Work Plan for 2010-2012 and the possibility of new sources of funding for the projects and activities of that Plan.  Afterwards, Minister Vidal gave the floor to Ms. Marie Levens, Director of the Department of Human Development, Education and Culture of the Organization of American States (SEDI/OAS).


In her welcoming remarks, Ms. Marie Levens extended greetings on behalf of Ambassador Mauricio Cortes Costa, Executive Secretary for Integral Development (SEDI/OAS), and referred to the CIE as the body suitable for building bridges and promoting hemispheric dialogue between political agreements and the reality in each country.  She stressed the need to draw up a plan of action at this meeting to translate the mandates of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education, to support secondary education, and to select the place and date of the next Meeting of Ministers.


Like Minister Vidal, she emphasized the presence of Mr. Agustín Vásquez Gómez, Vice-Chair of the Working Group of the Permanent Executive Committee of the CIDI (CEPCIDI) and Alternate Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, who attended the meeting to report on the goals and process of technical cooperation programming, in the framework of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI).


She concluded by highlighting the importance of the work being conducted by CIE, which facilitates Inter-American cooperation in education, a key element for development, as it has enabled ministerial and Summit mandates to be transformed into tangible results. 

After adopting the Draft Agenda
/ and the Draft Calendar,
/ Minister Vidal proceeded to begin the first plenary session.  She stressed the importance of the participation of the delegates of the Member States to take decisions in the framework of the present meeting and informed that, because of recent hurricanes in the Caribbean and Central America, some countries had to cancel their trips.  She pointed out that, because there was no quorum at the meeting, decisions could not be binding and therefore the countries not attending the meeting would have to be consulted about the topics dealt with at this meeting.  She requested the Technical Secretariat to inform the CEPCIDI about this matter and proposed convening another meeting at OAS headquarters to consider and take relevant decisions.  There were no objections to this proposal.

II. FIRST PLENARY SESSION: CURRENT STATUS OF ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO THE POLICY MANDATES FROM THE FIFTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS, THE THIRTY-NINTH AND FORTIETH REGULAR SESSIONS OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND THE SIXTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

A. Report of the Technical Secretariat
Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the Office of Education and Culture, proceeded to present the Report of the Technical Secretariat,
/ focusing on the ministerial and Summit mandates, which have been priorities of the CIE Work Plan, and the Technical Secretariat’s support for their fulfillment. She summarized the political framework of CIE’s work, focusing on the priority areas defined by the Ministers of Education at the six Ministerial Meetings:  Education Indicators (First and Third Ministerial Meetings); Early Childhood Care (Fifth); Teacher Capacity Building (all); Education in Democratic Values and Practices (Fourth); Secondary Education: Better Opportunities for Young People (Sixth).

She listed the main mechanisms whereby joint action is carried out to achieve objectives in each priority area:  horizontal cooperation (above all by means of technical assistance missions); human and institutional capacity building (including the use of online courses, workshops, and seminars); the organization or strengthening of networks; the encouragement of political dialogue; and the establishment of partnerships with other international organizations and bodies. 

She underscored the particularities of each priority area, stressing that each specialist would make a more detailed presentation at the following sessions, among which: (i) the Regional Education Indicators Project (PRIE); (ii) the Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education adopted in Cartagena in 2007 and the products it has generated; (iii) the Inter-American Teacher Educator Network (ITEN), created in cooperation with the Ministry of Education of Trinidad and Tobago, as a result of the Hemispheric Project on initial teacher training funded by FEMCIDI; (iv) the Inter-American Program on Democratic Values and Practices; and (v) cooperation between the education sector and the culture sector, including jointly holding with the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) the Inter-American Workshop on “The Role of the Arts and Media Communications in Education for Democratic Citizenship.”

Regarding cooperation with other sectors, especially the Inter-American Committee on Culture, emphasizing that 2011 has been declared by the OAS General Assembly the Inter-American Year of Culture, under the slogan “Our cultures, our future.”  Through the CIC, projects, events and other activities are being prepared to celebrate the Year and education authorities are invited to join efforts.

She then submitted the financial report on the so-called education subfund (CP/RES. 831), emphasizing that this seed money has earned substantial additional amounts of resources from counterparts.  Of all resources invested in implementing the CIE Work Plan, about 26% comes from the subfund and 74% comes from counterpart resources that were raised.  To conclude, Ms. Yaffee García referred to the policy meetings to be held in the framework of the OAS over the next two years as opportunities to further CIE’s work, including the Tenth Anniversary of the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter in 2011, the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (March 2011 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil), and the Sixth Summit of the Americas (April 2012 in Colombia).
  As a final thought, she invited the delegations to review and build up CIE’s actions so that they would be even more relevant to the needs of the Member States and thus contribute to producing the changes that everybody is expecting in education.

B. Progress and challenges from the perspective of the chair: 

Minister Vidal also commented that the CIE is a Committee that provides countries with the possibility of forging strategic horizontal cooperation alliances for the creation of new projects.  She indicated that it was indispensable to take advantage of this forum of dialogue to exchange ideas, find out about experiences in various situations and learn about errors made and success achieved.  One example, she said, is on the topic of teachers.  It is necessary to place emphasis on project implementation: in that perspective, ITEN is a virtual space that complements the initiatives of countries in the field of teacher training.  She believes that it would be plausible, at the political level, to set up a similar space that would keep all delegates in an ongoing dialogue, without expecting meetings requiring personal attendance.  She noted that it is also indispensable to raise further funds and that the countries feel the commitment with the conviction that together we can do more and shall be stronger.

C. Dialogue session

On this occasion, two comments were made.  The delegate of the United States remarked that the amount obtained on the basis of the 2 million received in the subfund granted by the CIE was noteworthy.  The delegate from Peru congratulated Minister Vidal and Ms. Yaffee García, supporting the initiative of adding virtual forums to onsite meetings to establish an ongoing momentum in the relationship between Ministries. 

III. SECOND PLENARY SESSION: PROGRESS REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE CEPCIDI WORKING GROUP TO STRENGTHEN CIDI


At this session, Mr. Agustín Vásquez Gómez explained the process to build up the CIE’s working ties with the CIDI’s special multilateral fund (FEMCIDI), in the context of a broader process that encompasses the integral development issues addressed by the OAS, emphasizing that the States have decided to extend the Strategy Plan for Solidarity Cooperation for 2006-2009 until December 2011, granting the time needed to take suitable decisions to strengthen not only the process of solidarity cooperation but also the political dialogue taking place. He reported that the sessions of the Working Group have coincided with a transition period for the FEMCIDI and that he hoped to specify how the CIE can strengthen the CIDI and its subsidiary bodies and promote greater cooperation between the States in order to support the activities of their governments.  He focused on the progress that has been achieved, as it provides an opportunity to gain access to further resources to be able to fulfill the policy mandates.

To date, through FEMCIDI, 1,100 projects have been funded for an amount of about US$100 million in the four priority areas set forth in the Solidarity Cooperation Plan:  social development and creation of jobs in production; education; culture; science and technology; sustainable development of tourism; sustainable development and the environment; economic diversification and integration; and capacity building of democratic institutions. 

Upon detection of a series of flaws in form and substance in the process of the FEMCIDI, the Working Group was led to reconsider the process of allocating funds and all of the fund’s new activities would be suspended until June 2011.  On the basis of the new structure, it is hoped that the decline in resources versus the growth in projects (which has led to the funding of national projects instead of regional projects) and the limited possibility of project follow-up, monitoring and evaluation will be left behind. This has given CIE the opportunity to take into account new momentum that considers a point of departure aimed at generating transparency and exerting a hemispheric impact in a more orderly and directed way, attracting external donors to promote progress in eight priority areas. For the FEMCIDI 2011 exercise, on the basis of the external contributions and resources, it is hoped that a three-year programmatic vision shall be generated in the areas of Education, Culture, and possibly Science and Technology.  During the year, other areas shall be invited to join this new model in order to bring policymaking processes and actions to support projects that promote the Strategic Plan’s lines of action. 


Mr. Vásquez Gómez invited the CIE to participate in the work pertaining to the Ministers, but for which the CIE has a policy mandate.  He proceeded to specify the phases of the new FEMCIDI, to exert a major impact on participating countries and foster credibility in donor countries, and which shall lead to benefits for the region. 


The CIE would be requested to define two key topics under which future FEMCIDI projects could fit and, if wished, an additional topic could be chosen not to opt for FEMCIDI funds but to attract external donors.  With these topics, a three-year programmatic approach as of 2011 would be defined. Before shifting to the Secretariat to draw up the programmatic approach, because at this meeting the necessary quorum to take decisions is not available, the topics that are defined shall be submitted to the consideration of the countries that are not attending. Indicators, baselines and expectations of results hoped for shall be established and, afterwards, the proposal shall be distributed by official channels. After convening the Member States to present project profiles, whose criteria for now would be the same as those of the previous model, it is expected that the new model would be tested before being adopted definitively.  Between March and May 2011, there would be a special meeting of the CIE at OAS headquarters, along with the National Liaison Offices, for the purpose of designing programs in the two key areas and the additional topic.  For this meeting, a live transmission would be sought, with the possibility of chat to facilitate its development. National profiles shall be brought together into multinational projects to exert a greater impact in the region, and in a subsequent process programming meetings shall be organized with cooperation agencies to secure additional funding.  Finally, the selected program would be technically assessed by CENPES, selected and finally implemented.  To have reached a consensus for this period of transition is an achievement, said Mr. Vásquez Gómez, and he urged CIE members to adopt this process and participate in future meetings. 

Minister Vidal stressed that it was an excellent opportunity for the education sector, recalling that the projects of the CIE Work Plan up until now have been funded with the “reserve subfund”, which is being depleted.  On the basis of the informative document on Strengthening FEMCIDI,
/ at the present meeting, the key issues to be funded by FEMCIDI and concrete proposals would have to be defined, identifying the problems that could be resolved.  In order to determine the topics, the Secretariat was requested to distribute the working papers.
A.
Dialogue session
The delegate of Brazil congratulated Mr. Vásquez Gómez for the progress achieved in the work, pointing out that the new FEMCIDI guidelines would be very positive. She believed that it was essential to transform education into a factor of development, especially early childhood education.

The delegate of Mexico, seconded by the delegate of The Bahamas, commended this vision of transition, but stated that the elements that are yielding sound results in current projects should not be neglected.  She commented that one must be careful in harmonizing international policies with national policies, asking how to ensure greater correspondence between the two.  Furthermore, she noted that there could be problems having resources available for the first round of FEMCIDI projects selected only up to October 2011, because the time of closing budgets could be very close, as in the case of Mexico.  She suggested reviewing the definitions of political, economic, and financial calendars of each country.  Finally, she requested that technical support be envisaged for the projects, in addition to monitoring and evaluation.

The delegate of Trinidad and Tobago emphasized that her government has participated actively in the CIE since 2004.  She commented that this period of transition of FEMCIDI coincides with a new administration in Trinidad y Tobago, pointing out that both could progress together. She also supported the creation of virtual forums.

In response to the comments made by the member States, Mr. Vásquez Gómez clarified that, throughout implementation, there would a work team involving the countries, bearing in mind all the concerns.  He stressed that this transition is precisely aimed at ensuring that the final product that is adopted shall be completely satisfactory.  He gave the floor to Ms. Catherine Pognat, who clarified certain specific aspects, emphasizing that the basic principles of FEMCIDI would continue to be the same and that there would be attempts to foster horizontal, triangular and South-South cooperation to motivate interaction among countries.

Thereafter, Ms. Yaffee Garcia specified the methodology that the delegates attending should work on to start defining the topics that could be submitted for funding by FEMCIDI. She explained that every delegation should fill out three forms (one per topic) for sharing the following day, working on the basis of the priority topics of the CIE Work Plan, in particular, teacher training, early childhood education and secondary education.  She suggested that the topic of indicators, since it is a cross-cutting topic, should better fit as a subtopic under the chosen topics, if deemed appropriated by the delegates.  She also mentioned that the Program in Democratic Values and Practices has just received a major contribution to its development for the next two years and, therefore, it might require less support from FEMCIDI, although the final decision should be taken by the delegates. Despite the absence of a quorum, she highlighted the importance of bringing together ideas under the four priority areas of OEC. First, a key problem in the country that is already among these topics must be chosen and then an attempt should be made to define the subtopics under which projects could be submitted to tackle this key problem.  It is essential, under the FEMCIDI regulations, that the projects submitted be aimed at building up individual or institutional capacities.

In response to the delegate of Peru, who asked if there was a document comparing the two processes of FEMCIDI, Mr. Vásquez Gómez assured that there were certainly explanatory documents to be found in the CD that was distributed.  The point of departure of this transition is a Draft Resolution
/ that was submitted to the consideration of the delegates.  In addition, there is a document reproducing the proposed structure
/ and another that provides the cooperation objectives.
/ The informative document mentioned above was prepared and circulated by the Technical Secretariat prior to the present meeting and it provides a chronological account about how the process has been developed and defines the FEMCIDI and the steps that the Member States took to enter the education sector—and then later the sectors of culture and science and technology.

IV. THIRD PLENARY SESSION: REVIEW OF THE CIE WORK PLAN (2010–2012), BY PRIORITY AREA

A. Equity and Quality — Education Indicators (Mandate of the First and Third Ministerial Meetings and Second Summit of the Americas)
1. Regional Education Indicators Project (PRIE)—presentation of comparative data and adoption of the publication Panorama Educativo 2010
Ms. Noemí García, on behalf of the Secretariat of Public Education of Mexico, provided an overview of the project’s history, its goals, its funding, activities performed and results achieved between 2004 and 2010. She mentioned the results in three areas of the Project: development and analysis of comparable indicators, technical cooperation to build up the production and analysis of reliable indicators inside the countries, and the dissemination and use of the information.
/ She announced the imminent publication of Panorama Educativo 2010 and its contents, urging the countries to cross-check and validate the information sent to the Ministries in the draft version.  Another important aspect that was highlighted was the interaction with other international initiatives, among which MERCOSUR and CARICOM. Finally, she announced that Mexico is concluding its commitment to PRIE, with the wish that another country might continue the project.

2. Proposal of a possible new phase of PRIE (focusing on initial and second education indicators)

After stressing that, without Mexico’s commitment, the socialized results could not have been achieved, Ms. Genevieve Simbhoo, delegate of Trinidad and Tobago and Vice-Chair of the CIE, gave the floor to Ms. Mónica López Castro, Director of Quality of Pre-school, Basic and Secondary Education of the Ministry of National Education of Colombia.

Ms. López Castro, on behalf of Mr. Javier Torres from the Planning Department, congratulated Mexico for its work.  She stated that the PRIE project has been essential and that Colombia is ready to take up the challenge of spearheading the fourth phase of this initiative.
/ She intends to draw up a proposal to ensure continuity of the follow-up of the goals agreed upon, emphasizing the consolidation of a set of comparable indicators in all countries.  She shall also support the other countries to secure a sound information system and promote its use. She is also planning to incorporate a new cross-cutting evaluation and follow-up component with the design and application of a project progress follow-up tool in its fourth phase, and the drafting of a final evaluation document.

3. Dialogue of the Member States

Thereafter, Ms. Simbhoo opened the floor for dialogue, congratulating Colombia for this commitment it has taken up. The delegates of Peru and Ecuador congratulated Mexico and thanked Colombia for its generous offer to continue this initiative.  Both expressed their full support, indicating that there are experiences among the countries that have a reliable data-gathering system and, in this respect, they are best practices. 

The delegation of Brazil added its congratulations, noting that evaluation is essential to ensure sound education systems. It asked about the procedure for transferring project coordination from one Member State to another when there is no quorum.  Ms. Yaffee García assured that, when there is an agreement between one country that wishes to terminate the period of its coordination and another that is willing to take up that coordination, it is enough.  Furthermore, the CIE would have to consider the proposal for a new phase of the project when it was ready.  She also assured that all of the results of the present meeting would be taken to a special meeting of the CEPCIDI for taking final decisions.

B. Education in Democratic Values and Practices (Mandate of the Fourth and Sixth Ministerial Meetings and the thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth General Assemblies)
1. Thoughts about the Regional Forum on Citizenship Competencies (SREDECC) and Next Steps

The Representative of Colombia, Ms. Mónica López Castro, presented a summary of the project of the Regional System for the Evaluation and Development of Citizenship Competencies (SREDECC) in its three components: (i) Establishment of a Regional Referential Framework of Citizenship Competencies; (ii) Development of an Evaluation of Citizenship Competencies and Related Factors; and (iii) Implementation of a Regional Information System about Citizenship Education, in addition to the Regional Forum held in Guayaquil on October 16 to 18, in collaboration with the OAS and the Ministry of Education of Ecuador.  The following countries participated in the project:  Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Mexico, and Paraguay.
/
Ms. López Castro referred to the products by component and the strengths of the program, with its impact on six countries over four years of implementation, during which it was recognized by the countries and IDB, an organization that is funding it.  One of the achievements that were highlighted was the drafting of a regional module that made it possible to establish a standard of comparison with other countries of the region and world in citizenship competencies through the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA). She also mentioned the website (http://www.sredecc.org) that was built, where all the information about the programs, such as best practices in each country as well as the different analyses conducted within the framework of the project, can be found.  She also declared that it was a high-impact project compared to its cost and that one of the best practices in the project was leaving its administration in the hands of a third entity, the Regional Center for the Promotion of Books in Latin America and the Caribbean (CERLALC), which made it possible to give impetus to and successfully achieve all the outcomes.  To conclude, she specified the activities for the next four years, when a phase of further extending the regional system would be expected, as well as the incorporation of Jamaica, Ecuador and Costa Rica and a new application of the test on citizenship competencies in various years. 

2. Dialogue session
As a complement to the presentation, Ms. Yaffee García offered to help create the necessary links with the countries that might wish to join the project.

C. Early Childhood Education (Mandate of the Fourth and Fifth Summits of the Americas and the Fifth and Sixth Ministerial Meetings)

Ms. Gaby Fujimoto, Senior Specialist in Education of the OAS, made a presentation on the contents, scope and expectations of the Childhood Portal
/ and the Specialized Web Page on Early Childhood Development of the OAS,
/ inviting the delegations to participate actively.
She presented the situation of early childhood actions that the Member States are developing in response to world and regional commitments and specified the progress that Member States have made. Among them, she underscored the following: (i) the increasingly widespread acceptance of the holistic concept of integral child care; (ii) institutional capacity building; (iii) sound partnership of joint work with the financial and professional support of the Member States and various international bodies and organizations, including OAS; (iv) growing support of science and various disciplines; (v) regulatory frameworks, laws and regulations supporting the rights, protection and education of children; (vi) studies with responsibilities shared between government, the academic sector, and specialized institutions; (vii) training that supports investment in early childhood services and programs; (viii) policy, curriculum and teaching practice consensus building as a result of invitations to in-house training; (ix) publication of specialized books and materials; (x) development of Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives supporting early childhood; (xi) distance learning course to introduce the work with children, with the participation of professionals from diverse sectors.

She also referred to the challenges and issues that require further progress in the Member States, among which: (i) the challenge of reducing grade repetition and drop-out rates and reversing the low quality of learning during the first two years of basic education; (ii) absence of political will with adequate financial and human resources; (iii) developing more social advocacy and awareness-raising programs aimed at society in general and with higher incidence on the main stakeholders; (iv) improving teaching practices; (v) developing significant municipal and local intersector coordination experiences; and (vi) wider dissemination and development of non-school care modalities. 

Finally, Ms. Fujimoto urged adoption of the Inter-American Program for Comprehensive Early Childhood Care, informing that it was updated after being circulated by the Member States since February 2010 and after having received their reactions and those of various international organizations. She reported that the new readjusted version is dated October 2010, but that it is also open to recommendations by Member States.
/  For a more detailed viewed, please consult her presentation.
/
Thereafter, Mr. Jaime Colmenares, representative of the initiative Corporate Social Responsibility for Early Childhood Education and General Manager of Sucromiles of Colombia, explained the reasons why the corporate sector must be involved in education issues,
/ informing that the Colombian Government has an early childhood policy and a series of laws and regulations supported by the Constitution of the State.  In this context, the corporate sector is freely involved in supporting education and nutrition through foundations.  Businessmen for Education (Empresarios por la Educación), the Vallecaucana Commission for Education, is part of this movement, which is a regional initiative organized since 2009 and brought together by COMFANDI and ANDI for the purpose of participating in public and private sector partnerships that contribute to early childhood, basic and secondary education and technological education.

At the invitation of the OEC/OAS, in September 2010, they discovered that other countries as well were developing very sound programs.  He mentioned the following companies as examples meriting replication: (i) Argentina, Kraft, SKB and Glaxo; (ii) the workers’ trade union of an Uruguayan paper company; and (iii) the existence of networks of companies such as RedEAMERICAs. He highlighted the three reasons why Corporate Social Responsibility must be involved in education issues and, in this context, he described the sustainability and integral social responsibility model of Sucromiles, which is provided by the Fundación Trascender, which is aimed at developing an Innovative Teaching Model geared to building principles and values using eight play and game centers. The vision encompasses a transition process that ranges from the time of pregnancy up to eight years of age. Trascender also coordinates scholarships funded by companies to reduce the drop-out rate. Mr. Colmenares reported that 80% of the world population suffers from calcium deficiency, which leads to irreversible health problems; he pointed out that, in response to this challenge, Sucromiles developed powdered calcium citrate (TRICALTONE) to enrich staple foods of the population and thus prevent osteoporosis and improve health. It is sold as a low-cost social product, generating income for mothers heads of household (Inclusive Business), with 100% of the earnings being for the Fundación Trascender.

1.
Dialogue of the Member States
The delegates stated their satisfaction at the progress made in this area and proceeded to comment about the situation in their respective countries.  The delegate of Mexico stated that one of the major focuses has to do with designing a policy for comprehensive early childhood care.  She stressed that the topic involves comprehensiveness at various levels:  between sectors, between institutions, between disciplines at different levels and with a corporate vision.  She also pointed out that one has to be clear in identifying the goals that were proposed at the World Conference in Moscow and setting goals that the countries can actually reach, adding that, in early childhood, there are different forms of intervention, diverse agents of education and modalities.  She concluded by ratifying the importance of giving continuity to this area in the framework of the CIE but on the basis of clear baselines in each country and inter-agency ties.

The delegate of Brazil explained that, in her country, early childhood care is the first phase of the education system, which is mandatory as of the age of four based on the Constitution.  She identified and shared some challenges, among which:  access to funding; the quality of service provided to early childhood; the provision of sufficient infrastructure; quality preparation of staff; a specific regional project for children from zero to three years; and the integration of early childhood with other levels of the education system so that there can be a truly comprehensive vision.

The delegate of The Bahamas commented that the country is progressing very well in terms of early education, with concern for quality, legislation, standards and transition programs between five and eight years of age.  Furthermore, there are units preparing children one year and half before they enter basic education; another transition program called INSPIRE for children at risk is aimed at parents in rural areas and includes quality materials on best practices.

The delegates of Suriname and Chile stated the current situation of governments in transition where early childhood programs shall continue to be promoted as a priority.  Chile is drawing up an integrated plan among these organizations, giving priority to increasing coverage for four-year-old children without neglecting the population group from zero to three years of age.  The Reading Programs and Learning Centers are also being implemented to give access to books and to promote further reading competencies.  Work is also being done on a quality curriculum for children from zero to eight years of age and drawing up standardized tests.  Evaluations of all of these initiatives are planned.

The delegate of Peru requested socializing the experience of the company Sucromiles of Colombia, pointing out that, in Peru, early childhood is a government priority in remote areas. She requested the collaboration of OAS to identify successful experiences for the most vulnerable population groups, mainly those of the rural sector, the indigenous peoples, and the Amazon region.

In conclusion, the delegates present indicated they agreed to continue with the process of adopting the Inter-American Program for Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and agreed to send the results of the present meeting to all the delegations in order to ratify its adoption. 

D. Teacher Training (Mandate of the Fourth Summit and the Fifth and Sixth Ministerial Meetings)

Ms. Adriana Vilela, Specialist in Education,
/ talked about the recent and future activities of the program on teacher education and professional development in the Americas, whose most important result was the launching of the Inter-American Teacher Educator Network (ITEN) at the present meeting. She started by presenting the promotional video of ITEN, which can be found on the website at the following link (http://www.oas.org/es/ried).  

She summarized the project’s history—which was born on the basis of the hemispheric project funded by FEMCIDI “Responses to the challenge of improving the quality of recruitment and selection, initial formation, professional development and evaluation of teachers in countries in the Hemisphere”—and underscored its objectives: (1) Provide a tool of communication for all interested in initial teacher training and their subsequent continuous professional development. (2) Provide a forum of discussion for policymakers to share experiences, research and trends in teacher training in the hemisphere. (3) Build up the capacity of teachers at all levels, endowing them with innovative skills by means of online professional development in order to improve the quality of education. She reported about the online courses for the trainers of future teachers, which are one component of this program, and mentioned they are aimed at training teacher educators in the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) for teaching purposes, emphasizing their use for collaboration so that they can work and teach future teachers on these tools. 

Afterwards, the functionalities of the Portal were shown in its development of the interactive community where all participants can communicate by means of forums, blogs and a space for sharing articles, photos, videos and other files.  Ms. Vilela continued, listing the strategic partners to date: Teachers Without Borders, Fundación Telefónica, IESALC-UNESCO, ECLAC, the University of Pennsylvania and PREAL, all of which have expressed interest in collaborating in various aspects of ITEN. In short, Ms. Vilela highlighted the need for CIE to disseminate this initiative in the Ministries of Education and at Teacher Universities, considering as well as the importance of the proposed project profile on “Inter-American Teacher Educator Network (ITEN): A Community of Innovative Leaders in Education”
/ for approval of the funds from the Reserve Subfund and continuation of the Project.

1.
Dialogue of the Member States

The delegate of Ecuador stated her interest in having the ITEN project continue and reasserted the key importance of teacher training. She made an appeal to start thinking about how to provide opportunities for the training of teacher educators, as well as how to use the CIE forum to share and also to continue growing. For example, she pointed out the need to think about what is meant by good teaching and how to promote that dialogue on the findings of research conducted in areas such as promising practices for teacher training.  She concluded by emphasizing that these virtual spaces should motivate the countries.

The delegate of Panama indicated that, just like the topic of early childhood development, this was also a topic they considered to be a priority. He stated that, at present, they are working on training 40,000 educators in the uses of new technologies and congratulated the speakers on the project, urging the others to keep up a permanent dialogue, becoming integrated and participating in the network.

The delegate of Mexico asked on what platform and how one could become involved without having problems with the filters of the various Ministers.  Ms. Vilela assured that the platform has a general group, where anyone can participate, but that the other categories were subgroups of interest where one can register and from there enter through the web page.  To date, there have been no cases of persons encountering difficulties in gaining access to the Network. 

Finally, the delegates of Peru and Canada commended the initiative and pledged to distribute information on the Network throughout their respective territories, stressing that online courses are the only way to reach rural communities, among others. 

E. Education in Democratic Values and Practices (continued)

Minister Vidal gave the floor to Ms. Juliana Bedoya, OEC specialist, to deal with the present plenary session’s pending topic. Ms. Bedoya proceeded with a brief overview of the Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices, the policy mandates that gave rise to them and the successive political support it has benefited from to date.
/ Afterwards, she presented the results of the projects for the period 2008–2010 which are part of each one of the three components of the Program: research, professional development, and exchange of information and experiences. She highlighted among them the satisfactory implementation of the first invitation for the Horizontal Cooperation Fund for Technical Assistance Missions in Education for Citizenship and related topics; the implementation of the Online Course on Education for Democratic Citizenship in the Caribbean;
/ publication of the “Mapping of Public Policies on Education of Migrant Children and Young People;”
/ as well as new editions of the online bulletin and two new issues of the Inter-American Magazine on Education for Democracy. 

She reported on the support provided by OAS as the strategic partner of SREDECC to the participation of representatives of five Member States in the Regional Forum on Citizenship Competencies held in October 2010 in Guayaquil, Ecuador. She emphasized and extended thanks for the financial support received for the Inter-American Program from the U.S. Government through its Permanent Mission to the OAS and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), and from the Canadian Government, through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). 

In the component on exchange of information and experiences, Ms. Bedoya emphasized inter-sector collaboration carried out through the Inter-American Program in other topics and sectors inside the OAS such as the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), the Program of International Migrations, the Secretariat of Multidimensional Security and the Trust for the Americas Foundation.  In the framework of these intersector linkages, projects are being implemented such as “Education of Migrant Children and Young People,” “Use of the arts and media communications to promote democratic citizenship among children and young people,” and “Erecting Peace: Building a Culture of Peace with the Young People of Central America through Art, the Media and Social Dialogue.”
/ Finally, Ms. Bedoya stressed that the objective for the 2010–2012 phase of the Inter-American Program is to make progress in the development of each one of the three components and the consolidation of their achievements.  She also pointed out that this new phase has an estimated budget of US$1,186,324, of which 74% is already funded thanks to contributions from the United States, CIDA and CIE. 

1. Dialogue of the Member States

The delegate of Suriname presented the challenges being faced in the country, noting that they are similar to those being addressed by the Latin American countries, as they have a tendency to not innovate and to use the same curriculum all the time. She pledged to send the Technical Secretariat various current experiences. Furthermore, the delegate of Trinidad and Tobago indicated that the country has been involved in these projects of education for democratic citizenship and also described their challenges, especially with respect to the online course because of connectivity problems and poor time management of teacher participants.

The delegate of The Bahamas expressed her satisfaction at the progress being recorded by the country in education for democratic citizenship and that the country also has programs to build a culture of peace.  She mentioned an article by Desmond Tutu promoting tolerance and peace, noting that she would like to see an aspect focusing appreciation on personal choices included in the school curriculum: tolerance for sexual and religious choices, among others. 

In response to greater interest in the program by the delegate of Peru, Ms. Bedoya commented that the first pilot distance-learning course on teaching democratic values and practices took place in Peru in 2006, and that is why there is also a curriculum in Spanish. 

V. FOURTH PLENARY SESSION: NEW RESPONSES TO THE PRIORITY OF THE SIXTH MINISTERIAL MEETING: BETTER OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE AMERICAS: IMPROVING SECONDARY EDUCATION

A. Perspective of the Chair of CIE: Secondary education (comments on current challenges)

Minister Vidal, Chair of CIE, explained that the mandate of the Sixth Summit is secondary education, highlighting that one problem is young people dropping out of school to join the labor market without the skills needed to secure suitable jobs and, as a result, gaining access to poorly paid unskilled labor. She suggested drawing up projects jointly with young people, on the basis of comments made by young people in Quito, who indicated that their curriculum is far removed from youth culture. There is a need to establish linkages between the arts and the job market connected to the possibility of developing a personal project for life that helps young people to be inserted in that world and in the university.

1.
Dialogue of the Member States

The delegate of Mexico indicated that this is a key topic for the country, because it is involved in an Integral Reform process that recognizes that a child entering the system is the same child who goes through the entire education system.  In the country, there are three years of mandatory preschool, six years of primary school, and three years of secondary school; at present, they are articulating the three levels and secondary education with the baccalaureate. Therefore, it is necessary to have a very clear idea of the purposes and objectives of the secondary education: Is it the final segment? Does it prepare for another higher level of learning? She emphasized that this is a time of uncertainty for young people in a world marked by change and that it is problem worldwide. She urged the CIE to look at it jointly and to draw up international policies along with young people. 

Minister Vidal agreed with the break between levels, recognizing that sometimes when switching from one level to another, a kind of short-circuit takes places preventing harmonious development.  She emphasized the opportunity of consulting young people and incorporating businessmen and social leaders into the discussion.

The delegate of Chile indicated that, during secondary education, young people are at a highly significant turning point in their lives when life-determining decisions must be taken.  In Chile, the problem of access has been successfully resolved but not that of dropping out. There are solutions for the country’s 2,200 high schools: 50 or 60% having applied for the program and between 25 and 30% have been allocated a two-year fund of US$20,000 to tackle deficiencies. In addition, there is a leadership program for directors and reading comprehension courses to work on self-esteem and security. Thus, every high school becomes more autonomous to improve teaching management and practices.

The delegate of Brazil reiterated the topic’s importance: the problem of dropping out is important and so is the dimension with the job market. To conclude, Minister Vidal expressed her wish to reach a regional consensus to be able to allocate funds for the implementation of these projects.

2.
Remarks from international organizations
On behalf of UNICEF, Ms. Anna Lucía D’Emilio remarked that the focus of the interventions is each country, because cooperation programs and their topics are drawn up at the country level.  She added that, since Mr. Anthony Lake has come into office as the new Executive Director, work is stressing equity and the reduction of disparities, especially in Latin America as it is one of the regions in the world with the highest disparity, especially with respect to indigenous peoples living in both rural and urban areas and also the Afro-descendant population (noting that 2011 is the international year for Afro-descendants).  There is equity in life cycle programs, focusing on school-age children, both early childhood and primary school, as well as adolescents. In this regard, they agree with OAS, having supported it in early childhood programs, and suggested a meeting to report about these initiatives. 

She stressed that, along with the UNESCO Institute for Statistics, a global study is being conducted on drop-outs and children at risk of dropping out of school between Bolivia, Brazil and Colombia, as well as any other country of the region that might be interested. The year 2011 will also lend importance to the articulation of secondary education with adolescent development, specifically referring to the protective environment inside and outside school through a partnership with Plan International. She highlighted two important elements that have changed the general outlook, that is, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and Internet, both of which are major challenges to the current situation of education. 

Ms. D’Emilio referred to the updated toolkit on Early Childhood Development (ECD), with training materials and articles of support in both English and Spanish, and detailed the introduction of the new module of multi-purpose household-country surveys, the regional workshop on ECD and emergency programs that they are organizing.  She ended by assuring the floor that UNICEF has come together with the OEI for the 2021 Goals program because it makes it possible to look beyond the Millennium Development Goals for 2015 and they are very much in line with those of OAS.

Minister Vidal thanked UNICEF for participating and emphasized that various international organizations are united in working toward the same objective.  Thereafter, she introduced Mr. Jorge Sequeira, Director of the UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean, in order to harmonize agendas and work together. He reported that they shall be collaborating with human and financial resources in the amount of US$120,000 for the new PRIE project with Colombia and the OAS. He regretted that the Millennium Goals would not be achieved in the region because of the inequality and low quality prevailing in education, reiterating that Latin America is the world’s most unequal region. He said that we should ask ourselves what is the work and role to be performed by education in reducing inequality, highlighting UNESCO’s positioning of an agenda that tries to achieve the Goals but, at the same time, looks beyond.  The five priorities of that agenda are as follows: (i) literacy teaching; (ii) teachers and the teaching career stream; (iii) skills for young people directly tied to the world of the job market; (iv) management and planning of education, including PRIE indicators, measuring of learning, etc.; and (v) the program “Culture of peace: living together at school.” The two lines of actions connected to the program are a study on costs and research on practices and lessons to mitigate the problem of violence at school.

He concluded by commenting on the annual meeting of PRELAC in Rio de Janeiro on November 25 organized with other international organizations to harmonize—not to multiply—agendas and identify resources. Minister Vidal underlined the importance of harmonizing agendas, and then introduced Ms. Juliana Camacho of CERLALC, who extended thanks for the invitation to participate on behalf of Fernando Zapata López. 

Ms. Camacho explained that CERLALC is sponsored by UNESCO to set up Associations on Reading and Copyright and that it is comprised of 21 countries represented by their respective Ministries of Education and Culture.  The organization works on a structure of technical programs consisting of four parts: (i) country projects; (ii) institutional projects with cross-cutting approaches; (iii) cooperation programs, especially with AECID; and (iv) ongoing activities such as journals and portals. 

She underlined the special interest in the Early Childhood Project on the basis of the access to expressive language, highlighting the importance of working with children with a cross-cutting approach and analyzing how they develop their ties with their families and communities. She also described the project for training of agents without professional training who provide early childhood care services, drawn up with Uruguay, Colombia and Chile. She also talked about the project “Virtual training in renewing the teaching of reading and language,” that they have been developing for two years now, currently being implemented in the Ministry of Education of Colombia and the Secretariat of Education of Bogotá, for primary school teachers.  Afterwards she mentioned the importance of opening up opportunities for young people, who have been historically neglected in terms of school and public libraries, focusing on visual literacy teaching to provide them with the tools to be critical and competent citizens. She invited those present to take advantage of CERLALC.  Finally, Minister Vidal thanked all the international organizations for their contributions and highlighted the importance of joining forces on the topic of young people.

VI. FIFTH PLENARY SESSION: PROCESS FOR REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF NEW PROPOSALS ON EDUCATION PROJECTS IN PRIORITY TOPICS

· Consideration of projects to be funded with resources from the Reserve Subfund for Education (1342/02)

· Consideration of the proposal of implementation, in the framework of the CIE, of the FEMCIDI transition period and the definition of two key topics (CEPCIDI/RES.175/10 (CLXIV-O/10))

Ms. Lenore Yaffee García once again referred to the document that provides the rules for the use of the Reserve Subfund for Education.
/  At the same time, she reviewed the guidelines for the process of defining the Key Topics for future proposals to the FEMCIDI fund. She reminded the floor that, to date, only one proposal has been submitted for potential funding by the subfund, that is, continuation of the ITEN project, and underscored that no decision would be taken at the present meeting.  On behalf of the Secretariat, she proposed organizing a virtual meeting of the CIE’s authorities and executive committee in January 2011 for this purpose. She suggested to those present to review the proposal in order to make their observations as soon as possible.  Afterwards, Ms. Yaffee García explained that, in the next two hours, the delegates should identify one critical problem within each priority area of the CIE, one capable of being tackled by means of projects submitted by the Member States and in which international cooperation could help.  Furthermore, the projects should develop human resources capacity or build up the institution so that its progress could be evaluated.  The delegations proceeded to considering the four topics and provided their observations on the critical issues in each one of them:

A. Professional Development of Teachers: 

Bahamas: Teacher re-certification; and the development of a Council of Teachers responsible for regulating standards for teachers.

Peru: Teacher training. The country has one of the lowest scores in Latin America in terms of teacher exams, and therefore it requests OAS to provide support so that teachers can continue progressing.  Salary increases depend on training.  As for teachers in rural areas, there is an interest in online courses. There is also interest in the topic of teacher salaries, which are too low to attract the best professionals.  The question is whether there is a comparative study on this matter in developed countries.

Ecuador:
Initial teacher training. There is interest in receiving support for the project entitled Building the National Teachers University and for another in the National Assembly (parliament).

U.S.A.:
Teacher quality. The country is in the process of renewing the central law regulating how the Federal Government distributes money to districts. It would like to focus on how to evaluate what a good teacher is (and, in the future, what a good school principal is) in terms of standards and evaluation. The country is highly decentralized as a rule and there is interest in learning about the practices of other countries in this topic. 

Mexico:
It would also like to share how to deal with the topic of entering service by evaluation exams, in addition to teacher standards. It invited sharing standards for the competencies of teachers who are working, noting that it could be an input that the country could socialize.

Panama:
In the region, teacher training has shifted to higher levels without clear and well-defined parameters for either admittance or departure, and teachers are inserted in the education system without guarantees.  Private universities constitute, in this regard, unfair competitors. The Ministry of Education has taken action in terms of evaluating and requiring the accreditation of these institutions so that many of them have been forced to shut down.  It explained that a teacher first has a B.A./B.S. in his/her major and then undertakes teacher training studies. In the case of the country, it concludes that these studies do not guarantee sound preparation with quality. On the basis of the adverse results of students in mathematics and physics, a teacher career stream in these fields has been established to guarantee much sounder teacher training in these teaching fields. It said that it would be interesting to discuss with the forum about where the flaws in teacher training are located and how teachers can adapt to the reality of today’s students:  It requested finding alternative ways of learning from each other.

Brazil: 
It would like to focus on how to adapt teacher training to current needs and how to use ICTs to train teachers.  It suggested focusing training on secondary school and early childhood.

B. Education in Democratic Values and Practices: 

Chile:
The country is inclined toward training in democratic values as a priority topic, understood as peaceful coexistence in school aimed at fostering the acceptance of difference and diversity.  It stressed that programs for emotional nurturing are also needed. 

Panama:
It indicated that the topic should be part of general teacher training as a cross-cutting issue, not as a separate issue.

Peru: 
It agreed that it should be considered as a cross-cutting issue, pointing out that there is a long series of civic and family values that go beyond democratic values.  It suggested going to the students directly to address the topic. 

Ecuador:
It stressed that the proposal of the topic is aimed at education for the “good way of living” and highlighted an experience within the country’s curriculum structure called “Education for democracy: education for citizenship” with a sub-subject “Education for the good way of living” which is aimed at focusing the topic not only as a cross-cutting issue but also as a curriculum guideline within a subject.

Before continuing, Ms. Catherine Pognat explained the process to think about projects that would be submitted for the new strategy of FEMCIDI, reminding the delegates that they must abide by FEMCIDI’s criterion when submitting their proposals.  Ms. Yaffee García suggesting identifying specific regional or subregional problems to be developed into multinational projects that could be funded by FEMCIDI, noting that, on that basis, each country would be able to adapt it to its own national needs during the project’s three-year life.  She submitted an example of the process and opened the floor to continue discussing the last two topics.

C. Early Childhood Education:
Canada:
It reported that Early Childhood is a key initiative in many jurisdictions in Canada.

Bahamas:
In the country, children under three years of age have no access to comprehensive care services and therefore they would like to provide this by means of spaces so that parents can exchange information and receive teaching materials. 

Brazil:
It agreed with The Bahamas and expressed interest in learning about how other countries tackle this topic, indicating it would be an interesting information exchange project that could then be used as a kind of training.

Mexico:
It commented that they recently submitted a proposal with a comprehensive approach for children from zero to three years where they managed to include other government institutions such as social development, indigenous education, etc.  They are about to start a testing phase, to which UNICEF has joined its efforts by pledging to conduct an evaluation and baseline in ten of the communities.  It suggested that by focusing on this topic the resources of the Ministry of Mexico, UNICEF and other NGOs could be better capitalized and that it could be seen in the region.  There are three points of interest: the program of care, the training of education mediators and agents, and another having to do with the materials for the agents, children, and places of development. 

Peru:
It agreed that this topic is the first priority, pointing out that, in the country, it is approached with a perspective focusing on inequalities, especially in the indigenous peoples of the Amazon region, because indicators there are severe and they would like support from international cooperation to tackle this inequity. Furthermore, there are currents of thoughts among NGOs that have another outlook on development and technical assistance in this is needed. 

Ecuador:
It agreed with the Delegation of Mexico that one of the basic problems is the number of sectors and organizations of the State itself which are involved.  It emphasized that it is necessary to find some type of convergence to be able to proceed together.  It pointed out that one project could involve the building of curriculum benchmarks with minimum common denominators that would make it possible to draw up clear public policies for the training of teachers for those age groups (zero to three years).

Bahamas:
It noted that there is an abundance of comprehensive child daycare centers but that their staff is not trained to take care of children of that age.  Therefore, it highlighted the need to provide training specifically for those centers. 

Brazil:
It emphasized that, if priority is given to early childhood education, teacher training must also be included, because it is a cross-cutting factor. 

The delegates asserted that the priority would involve seeing how to build up the capacity to provide quality, comprehensive care to early childhood by means of education agents, child development, curriculum development and the use of materials. 

D. Secondary Education:

Peru: 
Peru informed that this topic, in terms of alternative training aimed at securing jobs in vocational areas, is a priority for the country.

Ecuador:
It stressed that 58% of students opt for vocational high school diplomas.  Therefore, an option is being taken for a central curriculum on which exams will be taken for admission into university and that would be applicable to students graduating from vocational studies but also college preparatory studies. It suggested a project that would act as an umbrella focusing on management and projects of life.

Mexico:
It suggested an approach involving articulation between secondary education and the upper secondary education or baccalaureate years. 

Suriname:
It repeated that, in the country, the curriculum indicates that all should be physicians or attorneys, and that it must be taught that one can also focus on the arts and be a writer, a musician and a filmmaker, among other creative professions.

Brazil:
It stressed the importance of establishing a tie between secondary education and the job market.
Bahamas: 
It agreed that students must gain skills and be aware of job market choices.

Trinidad and Tobago: On behalf of CARICOM, it added that the subregion has a mandate of the Ministers of Education to include training in vocational studies.

To conclude the session, Ms. Simbhoo requested a summary of each country’s priorities. 

Canada:
Initial education, teacher training, democratic values and practices.

Ecuador: 
Teacher training, secondary education, initial education, democratic values and practices.

Peru: 
Teacher training, initial education, secondary education.

Suriname: Secondary education, teacher training, initial education, democratic values and practices.

Brazil: 
Secondary education, initial education, teacher training as a cross-cutting issue.

Panama:
Teacher training, secondary education, initial education, democratic values and practices.

Mexico:
Initial education, secondary education, teacher training.

U.S.A.:
Teacher training, secondary education, initial education.  It stressed that the topic of democratic values and practices is an implicitly cross-cutting issue.

Chile: 
Democratic values and practices, initial education, teacher training, secondary education.

Bahamas: Teacher training, initial education, secondary education.

Trinidad and Tobago: Secondary education, teacher training, initial education.

Ms. Yaffee García informed that these priorities shall be used as inputs for conducting the online survey that will be sent to all the delegations to take final decisions.  She reiterated that, because of the absence of a quorum, the CIE Work Plan for 2010-2012 could not be adopted, and she asked the Delegations to review and comment on the document to date.  Before proceeding with the next session, Peru suggested that the topic of the next Meeting of Ministers could be the priority emerging from the surveys.

VII. SIXTH PLENARY SESSION: TOPIC, PLACE AND DATE OF THE SEVENTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

The delegate of Suriname indicated great interest in having her country host the Seventh Meeting of Ministers and informed that OAS would be receiving the official proposal in the next few months.  Ms. Simbhoo informed that the meeting would be held in 2012 and asked if Suriname had already prepared a topic.  The delegate of Suriname replied that she did not as yet have a specific topic, but that she was thinking of the topic of a union between the education sector and the sector of culture. 

Before proceeding, the delegate of Chile asked what would happen if another country expressed interest in hosting the next Meeting of Ministers, since there was no quorum at the meeting. Ms. Yaffee García replied that the fact that more than one country was interested in hosting the Meeting would be viewed as a positive element and that any interested country should formally state its interest in writing. If there were more than one offer, the Member States would take a decision through CEPCIDI, the political body, but usually in that case there are informal negotiations between the countries to reach a conclusion, to be ratified by CEPCIDI.

Afterwards, the delegate of Ecuador indicated that the topic of education and cultures seemed important in view of prevailing cultural diversity and the need to build education systems adapted to this diversity. He and the delegate of Brazil asked what would be a prudential time to choose the subject, to which Ms. Yaffee García replied that it would be wise to discuss the topic the first quarter of 2011 and pointed out that the topic could be discussed at the virtual meeting to be held in January and that it should be submitted by the host country in consultation with the other Member States.

Before ending the plenary session, the delegate of Chile indicated her country was also interested in hosting the Meeting and that this possibility was being evaluated. She concluded by suggesting that they must talk with Suriname to negotiate and examine the situation.  Ms. Simbhoo thanked both delegations for their generous offer and closed the session with the distribution of a USB holding all the documents of the present meeting to the delegations. 

VIII. CLOSING SESSION

The Vice-Chair of the CIE extended thanks to Minister Vidal and her team for Ecuador’s hospitality, indicating that the meeting in Guayaquil was both productive and pleasant.  She also thanked the Technical Secretariat, the interpreters and all the others who were involved for their work during the preparations for and holding of the meeting.  The meeting came to an end with thanks being extended by all the delegates to the Vice-Chair of the CIE for her excellent leadership of the meeting.
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