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FINAL REPORT
The Twelfth Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) was held at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C., on May 18 and 19, 2011.  A number of participants attended in a virtual capacity. In attendance were delegates from eight member states: Argentina (First Vice Chair), The Bahamas, Ecuador (Chair), Guatemala (Central America), Suriname (Caribbean), Trinidad and Tobago (Second Vice Chair), the United States (North America), and Venezuela (Andean countries) (CIDI/CECIE/doc.4/11 rev.1).
I. WELCOMING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTION TO THE VIRTUAL MEETING
Ms. Lenore Yaffee Garcia, Director of the Office of Education and Culture (OEC), welcomed the participants and offered an introduction to the First Virtual Meeting of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE). Ms. Yaffee Garcia described the functions of the Inter-American Committee on Education and its authorities, and listed the points to be addressed in the work schedule proposed for the meeting.  She explained that as this was the first time that the authorities of the CIE were holding a virtual meeting, the experience would serve as a pilot. She asked the delegates for patience until all the participants were in virtual attendance.
II. PRESENTATION OF THE PROJECT “HORIZONTAL COOPERATION ON TEACHER EDUCATION (ITEN): A COMMUNITY OF INNOVATIVE LEADERS IN EDUCATION.” 
Ms. Yaffee Garcia introduced the project “Horizontal Cooperation on Teacher Education (ITEN): A Community of Innovative Leaders in Education” (CIDI/CECIE/inf.2/11 rev.1) and referred to the Inter-American Teacher Education Network (ITEN) as an emblematic CIE project that originated in 2006. She commented on the fundamental role of teachers in ensuring a quality education for the student and on studies that confirm this relationship, and noted that the world’s most effective education systems give attention to the importance of having qualified teachers who are concerned with their students and equipped with the necessary tools and capabilities to impart a quality education. She then described the background and history of the project.  The project continuation proposal was presented to the member states in the framework of the IV Regular Meeting of the CIE, which was held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, in November 2010. After some minor changes it was relayed to the delegations on May 13, 2011.
Ms. Garcia then surrendered the floor to Ms. Adriana Vilela, Specialist in Education from the Office of Education and Culture, who described the ITEN as a horizontal cooperation mechanism that brings together leading professionals in teacher education in the Americas. Ms. Vilela said that the ITEN is used to share knowledge, experiences, research, and good practices in the field of teacher education. She also commented on the main objectives and results of the pilot courses on teacher education for 21st-century teachers, which were implemented in 2010. 
She said that the ITEN is the only network that centers on teacher education stakeholders across sectors in the Americas that offers the possibility of identifying good practices and experiences, as well as of facilitating horizontal cooperation in teacher education and training. In turn, she drew attention to the fact that the ITEN is the only network that has a professional 

development section and an online community for Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as having the institutional support of the OAS and the education ministries of its member states. She then referred to the budget and contributions received from CIDA and the CIE, in addition to strategic partnerships with the World Bank, the Partnership for Educational Revitalization in the Americas (PREAL), the University of Pennsylvania,  Fundación Evolución and the International Education and Resource Network (i*EARN), among others. She said that in the third phase the ITEN would pursue three main activities: Professional development for educators and administrators through online courses; a virtual space and communication tools including a webinar platform; and technical assistance missions. Finally, she concluded the presentation by setting out the next steps for the ITEN, which include case studies on policies on ICT integration in teacher education; offering online courses via the Educational Portal of the Americas; provision of seminars; a series of webinars (web-based seminars led by experts); technical assistance missions; creation of an advisory group, and creation of a network of partnerships for long-term sustainability. 
The delegation of Guatemala, expressed an interest in topics connected with art and education for peace; he also mentioned the importance of finding tips within the ITEN.
The delegation of Argentina expressed its interest and commended the ITEN on its work.
The delegation of Venezuela said that teacher education was a priority in the country but that the contents of the ITEN needed to be reviewed internally.
III. PRESENTATION ON THE DECISIONS ADOPTED FOR THE FEMCIDI TRANSITION PERIOD AND NEXT STEPS
Next, Ms. Mónica Gómez, from the Office of the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) offered a presentation on the decisions adopted for the FEMCIDI transition period and next steps (CIDI/CECIE/inf.3/11). Ms. Gómez described the background and history of the FEMCIDI fund, including the fact that it has financed over 1,100 projects worth more than $100 million. She recalled that the July 31 was the deadline for pledging contributions for 2011 and that the payment deadline was October 31. She also mentioned that the main purpose of FEMCIDI funds is to build up human resource capabilities as well as strengthening of government institutions, thus serving as a seed fund for launching larger development programs with a more extensive impact. Specifically, she noted that in the area of education, FEMCIDI had made available $1.4 million in funding for 19 projects in the 2010-2011 programming cycle. She also mentioned that countries had given top priority to education, which was the area that had garnered the greatest number of project proposals and the most financing.
In her presentation she also referred to the importance of local OAS offices in the financial and administrative management of projects and stressed that it was the countries that design, submit, and carry out the projects, with assistance provided by FEMCIDI and technical areas of the Organization. She also commented on the importance of the role of the technical committees in determining the programmatic approaches, review, and selection of projects.
Then, she proceeded to describe the FEMCIDI transition process in the area of education. In November 2010 a presentation was given at the fifth regular meeting of the CIE in Guayaquil, which was followed by an online survey of the representatives on the Inter-American Committee on Education to identify the priorities of member states. In March 2011, the member states approved the selection of secondary and initial education as the two priority issues to be targeted with the fund. The programmatic approaches to Initial Education (CEPCIDI/doc.991/11) and Secondary Education (CEPCIDI/doc.986/11), which were jointly developed by the Technical Secretariat and FEMCIDI, were presented to CEPCIDI in April 2010.  CEPCIDI decided to give member states 30 days to submit their comments on the programmatic approaches.
If education ministries and national liaison offices (ONEs) have any comments to offer on these documents they should submit them by May 31. CEPCIDI will adopt the final document in June 2011. Thereafter, countries would be able to submit their project profiles, which were expected to be multinational in nature and closely aligned with the objectives of the programmatic approaches. 
Finally, a design meeting will be held on the Framework Program at which members of the CIE will identify and select project profiles as well as offering technical recommendations. 
The delegate of Argentina enquired about the expectations of the framework meeting and its proposed date. Ms. Gómez said that it was hoped that the members of the CIE would analyze the proposals and profiles preselected by the Secretariat and put forward recommendations for creating large-scale, multinational projects. Other potential partners would also be invited, in the hope that they would consider joining forces and provide additional project funding. As regards the date of the meeting, Ms. Gómez mentioned that the estimated approximate date was September.
The delegation of Venezuela expressed its gratitude for the meeting. With respect to FEMCIDI, as regards implementation of the different phases, the question arose as to what length of time ministries would have to review comments on the documents.
Guatemala said that it was necessary to know more about the project profiles to be presented to FEMCIDI. The Technical Secretariat would send the documents of previous meetings to the person that the Ministry would indicate would represent Guatemala in the CIE. Finally, they were informed that a document with instructions for call of proposals for projects to be presented for FEMCIDI would be distributed.
IV. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Early Childhood Development

Ms. Gaby Fujimoto, Senior Specialist from the Office of Education and Culture, listed a series of activities in the area of childhood education. Among them, she mentioned the Early Childhood Communicators Workshop held in Morelia; the Hemispheric Meeting on Early Childhood Evaluation, which will be held in Asunción, Paraguay, from August 26 to September 2, 2011, and the First Inter-American Meeting on Corporate Social Responsibility for Early Childhood, which will be held in Lima, Peru, from September 26 to 29, and be open to participants from the education and other social sectors. She then announced the International Meeting of Legislators in Favor of Early Childhood, which will be held in Puebla, Mexico, toward the end of October 2011 and followed by a World Congress on Early Childhood Care for indigenous children aged 0-3 years. 
Next she announced an activity on early childhood transitions to be held in July this year in Bogotá and Medellín, as well as the Second World Congress in Monterrey, Mexico, on progress in sustainable quality education with parental involvement. Finally, she said that the final meeting on the project on initial education in rural and indigenous communities would be held in Brazil in November 2011. She invited participants to visit the childhood portal (www.portalinfancia.org) and OAS web page (www.oas.org/sedi/dec). 
The delegate of Argentina enquired about the process of invitations and funding for the events. He also requested that all official letters be sent with a copy to the international cooperation area.  Ms. Fujimoto replied that information would shortly be sent electronically to the education ministries of all member states.
B. Education on Democratic Values and Practices
Ms. Cecilia Sleiman, a consultant from the Office of Education and Culture, presented a report on a workshop-seminar held on May 25 and 26 as part of the project on education for migrant children and youth. The purpose of the workshop was to produce recommendations on public policies, academic research, and cooperation mechanisms with the aim of safeguarding the right to education for children and young people in this population.
Ms. Juliana Bedoya, a specialist from the Office of Education and Culture announced a variety of initiatives of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, including the launch of the second round of the Cooperation Fund for Technical Assistance Missions on education for democratic citizenship and related areas, with particular emphasis on experiences involving the use of the arts and the media to instill democratic values in children and young people. She also reported on the launch of the document series “Policy Briefs,” the first issue of which concerns violence prevention through interventions in initial education. She also mentioned a monthly electronic bulletin with news about the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices. She also said that an online hemispheric training course on evaluation of education for democracy policies and programs would be imparted in September through the Educational Portal of the Americas.
Furthermore she noted that the regional forum of the Armando Paz project would be held in July with the aim of fostering dialogue on peace building in Central America. The event will be attended by representatives of the region’s ministries responsible for education, culture, and youth; representatives of mass media organizations and the private sector; and the youth finalists of the “Reto Pacifico” (Peaceful Challenge) contest.
V. WELCOMING REMARKS  FOR THE JOINT SESSION AND CONSIDERATION OF THE AGENDA WITH A VIEW TO ITS ADOPTION.
The joint meeting on May 19th was chaired by Ms. Gloria Vidal Illingworth, Minister of Education of Ecuador and Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education. Ms. Vidal welcomed all those present and moved for the adoption of the schedule of the working meeting, which was adopted without change. Minister Vidal called the joint meeting to order. 
VI. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROJECT “HORIZONTAL COOPERATION ON TEACHER EDUCATION. INTER-AMERICAN TEACHER EDUCATION NETWORK (ITEN): A COMMUNITY OF INNOVATIVE LEADERS IN EDUCATION.”
Minister Vidal submitted to the member states for consideration and approval a project continuation proposal for Phase III of the Horizontal Cooperation Project on Teacher Education for 21st-Century Teachers: A Focus on Technology and Collaboration to Improve the Quality of Education in the Americas. 
The delegate of Argentina asked how the ITEN project might be combined with the work that is being done by the MERCOSUR Educativo (MERCOSUR Education Sector), and how the capabilities and expertise already developed in her country as regards ICT’s, research, and virtual training course subjects could be made available from experiences of the program Conectar Igualdad. Ms. Vilela replied that consultations have been made with Patricia Pomies, manager of Conectar Igualdad and also asked the name of the contact person, of the MERCOSUR Educativo in charge of these matters, with a view to harnessing synergies between the two initiatives. Minister Vidal added that given that the Educational Desk of MERCOSUR would be meeting at the end of the month, this would be something that could be brought to their attention.
The delegates of Argentina, Ecuador, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States approved the project proposal. The delegation of Argentina offered as an input the experience gained in the Conectar Igualdad (Connecting Equality) program.
The delegation of Venezuela informed that they were unable, as yet, to adopt a decision on the project’s approval without the necessary consideration by the relevant bodies.
Minister Gloria Vidal proposed that the delegation of Venezuela submit its comments by Friday, May 27, 2011. After that date, in view of the consensus of the Authorities and the rest of the Executive Committee, the proposal would be approved.
VII. FEMCIDI TRANSITION PERIOD (EDUCATION): ISSUES AND NEXT STEPS
In the course of this meeting delegates had the opportunity to put forward more comments and questions on the FEMCIDI transition process, in particular with regard to the schedule of events.
The delegation of Argentina inquired when implementation of the projects would begin, given that the design meeting on the framework program was expected to be held in September. The FEMCIDI team from the Secretariat explained that the exact dates depended on how the process progressed but that, in principle, implementation of the projects could begin in November 2011.
The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago asked about the possibility of extending the time limit for submitting comments on programmatic approaches. The Secretariat clarified that the political body, CEPCIDI, had set the deadline at 30 days after presentation of the programmatic approach documents and, therefore, only comments submitted by May 31 would be received.
VIII. SEVENTH INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS OF EDUCATION
The delegate of Suriname presented a report on progress in the preparations for the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education to be held on March 1 and 2, 2012, in Paramaribo, Suriname. He also shared with participants the proposed theme, which focuses on teachers, and suggested three possible alternative titles for the ministerial:  “Reshaping Teacher Education: Providing the Best Teachers to Get the Best Students”; “Improving Teacher Training: Quality Education Requires Qualified Educators,” and “Reforming Teacher Training Towards the Future: Shaping Better Teachers Today for the Students of Tomorrow.” The delegate mentioned that Suriname proposed that one outcome of the ministerial meeting be a Declaration of Paramaribo and suggested that a preparatory officers’ meeting be organized on February 29.
The delegate of Venezuela thanked the government of Suriname for its support in holding the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education and said that they agreed that the proposed theme should center on development and strengthening of teacher education in the Americas.
The minister invited the Technical Secretariat to report on the preparations for the ministerial meeting.  Ms. Garcia said that issues on which decisions had to be made ahead of the meeting included: Definition of objectives and desired outcomes; identification of pertinent experiences and research findings to be shared; a decision on the need to commission a concept paper or papers; preparation  amd negotiation of a draft declaration; definition of the main subtopics and experts to be invited; and organization of a preparatory meeting to ensure consensus among member states on these aspects.  Ms. García suggested that the preparatory meeting for the Seventh Ministerial could be organized just before or after the FEMCIDI programming meeting on education, tentatively in September 2011 to save costs and take advantage of the presence of the delegations in Washington.
Ms. García said that the Technical Secretariat would present, through the Chair of the CIE, a proposal for using resources from the Reserve Subfund for education (CP/Res. 831) to support the preparations for the ministerial.  These funds would be used, inter alia, to finance the preparatory meeting (including interpretation and translation services, as well as the travel expenses of delegates from a number of countries with limited resources);  a tentative Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE after the Ministerial to adjust the Work Plan according to the results and mandates of the Ministerial, the hire of a coordinator to supervise the preparations for the ministerial and communications with member states in that regard, and the commission of an expert to prepare a concept paper for the ministerial meeting to motivate the discussion of the Ministers.  She said that, according to the report on the Subfund (CIDI/CECIE/inf.1/11), in 2007 the authorities approved the use of up to $114,434.00 to assist in the preparations for the Fifth Ministerial and related activities.  That amount was sufficient to enable the Technical Secretariat to provide assistance for the Fifth Ministerial (Cartagena 2007), the Fourth Regular Meeting of the CIE (Quito 2008), the Sixth Ministerial (Quito 2009), and the Fifth Regular Meeting of the CIE (Guayaquil 2010), in addition to the Meetings of Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE in the period from 2008 to 2011.
Minister Vidal thanked the Technical Secretariat for the information provided and requested that a detailed budget be submitted in that connection at the earliest convenience, in order to discuss it with the other authorities and Executive Committee, so as to make a decision in that  regard.
IX. CLOSING SESSION

Minister Vidal thanked all the delegates for taking part in the virtual meeting and said that, despite the technical challenges, it was a mechanism that offered much promise as regards enabling more-frequent consultations among the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE.

She thanked the Member States for their participation and the Technical Secretariat for its support and also all the staff for their efforts in making this innovative meeting possible.  She declared the meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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