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The Working Group met under the chairmanship of the Alternate Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS, Mr. Danilo González, to consider the items on the order of business, document CAJP/GT/RDI-176/11 corr. 1.
The following delegations participated in this meeting:  Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Consideration of the Report of the Chair of the Working Group “Activities of the Working Group for the Period 2010-2011” (CAJP/GT/RDI-175/11)

The Chair of the Working Group made reference to his report in document CAJP/GT/RDI-175/11, highlighting in particular Point 6 relating to the reflections and conclusions of the Chair.

The delegation of Mexico expressed appreciation for the report, which reflected objectivity in how the work proceeded and the status of negotiations, and thanked the Chair for his patience and leadership.

The delegation of Ecuador also thanked the Chair for his leadership during this year. It suggested specifying in Point 6 of the report that the reason for seeking to participate in the April 15 special meeting of the Permanent Council was that there was a connection to the topic, but that the aim was not to make a presentation on the problems of the Group Working.

The second suggestion had to do with the disagreement noted in the methodological approach, and it believed that there were different ways of interpreting this Point. In this sense, it placed on record its view, stated in the subsequent paragraphs, that there were objections in terms of procedure and substance.

The delegation of Chile expressed its position, noting that, mindful of the current scenario and in an effort to build consensus, Chile supported following Mexico's proposal of two processes attached to procedural guarantees in negotiating and adopting instruments. It also requested that this position be reflected in the report of the Group. With respect to the proposal to change the quorum, it felt such a measure contributed nothing to building a broad consensus.

The delegation of Argentina said it gave no preeminence to one form of discrimination over another and had wanted to negotiate a comprehensive Convention. It had made a significant effort, however, based on its understanding that for the Caribbean countries the issue of racism was central to their concerns in terms of discrimination and considering, among other things, that this was the International Year for People of African Descent, it had decided to support Antigua and Barbuda's position and would be supporting the draft resolution to be submitted by the delegations of the Caribbean in instances they deem appropriate.

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela felt the report reflected the situation of the Group.  It also supported the suggestions of Ecuador. It expressed as well Venezuela's position, noting that they had always believed it was better to have a single document that included all the elements, but that it understood the position put forward by Antigua and Barbuda and that an inclusive instrument was needed.  In this regard, it expressed a willingness not to obstruct efforts but to join the consensus and support the proposals that were being presented, particularly Antigua and Barbuda's.

The delegation of Uruguay said that, in view of the current status, its instructions were to not be an obstacle to the negotiation process and that it was joining the consensus.

The Chair placed on record his appreciation, especially to delegations for their flexibility, and to the Secretariat for its support. He also took the opportunity to appeal to the countries regarding the current status of negotiations and disclosed that it would circulate a revised version of this report, which was to be presented to the CAJP.

The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda announced that in keeping with the discussions in the CAJP last April 5, it would submit a draft resolution for presentation to the Permanent Council. This resolution was a revision of what had been initially presented by the Chair of this Working Group.

The Chair announced that the revised version of this report would be highlighting a recommendation to the CAJP for the issue to be referred directly to the Permanent Council for consideration, as a result of informal consultations with the delegations. 
2. Other business

The Secretariat said the Center for Ethnic Development (CEDET), an Afro-Peruvian civil society organization and a registered member, had forwarded the report of the organization Minority Rights Group (which was not registered with the OAS). Pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759, the report was not circulated because it was from an organization that was not registered with the OAS.
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