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BUDGETARY AFFAIRS 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

MODIFICATION OF FACILITIES USAGE GUIDELINES
(Presented by the Chair)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,


HAVING SEEN, the document “Real Property Strategy and Investment Plan to Maximize the Potential of OAS Real Property Supplementary Information,” CP/CAAP-3089/11 add. 1 corr. 1 (18 April 2011);

RECALLING that in its meeting of February 6, 1985, the Permanent Council, at the request of the Secretary General, approved guidelines set out in Document CP/doc. 1547/85 for the holding of special events at OAS facilities for the purpose of assuring usage compatible with their “intrinsic dignity and importance” (“the Building Use Guidelines”);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Building Use Guidelines provide that “OAS facilities should be made available only for:

a.
Events or activities organized by the governing bodies of the Organization;

b.
Official functions of a social or cultural character organized by the Governments of Member States or their Missions; 

c.
Events or activities of the General Secretariat, specialized agencies and related organs in the course of their responsibilities;”

CONSIDERING that the Headquarters properties of the General Secretariat are in need of repairs estimated at  $38.398 million, and that the $750,000 annual appropriation in the Regular Fund Budgets approved by the General Assembly in recent years for maintenance is woefully insufficient to finance those repairs; and 

NOTING that the General Secretariat has estimated that modification of the Building Use Guidelines so as to permit rental of the Hall of the Americas and other OAS facilities for private events, including private weddings and other family celebrations, would provide the General Secretariat with additional annual income for urgently needed repairs,

RESOLVES:

1.
To modify the Building Use Guidelines to include a subparagraph (d) which states:

d.
Rental for private events, including private weddings and other family celebrations, provided such events, in the judgment of the Secretary General, are compatible with the intrinsic dignity and importance of the Organization’s facilities.
2. 
To urge the Secretary General to ensure that all necessary safety measures are taken to ensure the security of those visiting or working in the OAS main building.
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