PAGE  


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CISC-602/11


28 September 2011

COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT
Original: Spanish

AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION 

IN OAS ACTIVITIES
APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 

OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS

IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

[Consultoría para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento (CODHES)]
ANALYSIS OF FACTORS RELATING TO THE APPLICATION BY THE CONSULTORÍA PARA LOS DERECHOS HUMANOS Y EL DESPLAZAMIENTO (CODHES) [ADVISORY GROUP ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND DISPLACEMENT] TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES
This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Consultoría para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento (CODHES).

The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a summary and a list of data and documentation presented by CODHES in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1. Background

The Consultoría para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento (CODHES) is a nonprofit organization founded on January 19, 1998, in Bogotá, Colombia.  Its mission is to promote and protect the human rights of displaced persons, refugees, and migrants in that country, to promote effective exercise of international humanitarian law, to prevent forced displacement, and to promote peace, by conducting research, devising information systems, and monitoring the situation of those vulnerable groups. CODHES also has an office in Quito, Ecuador.

CODHES contributes to government policy design in the areas of land, reparations, income generation, and housing by publishing studies and research in those fields. It also executes the support program for the defense of victims’ rights, which addresses those rights from the territorial perspective.

In 2010 CODHES monitored and followed up on the situation of human rights and forced displacement in the departments of Arauca, Casanare, Vichada, Vaupés, Guaviare, Meta, Caquetá, Amazonas, and Guainía; and conducted case studies on gender, sexual violence, and access to justice in connection with the massacres of Alto Naya and La Gabarra. 

Since August 2005, CODHES has been a member of the Committee to Monitor Government Policy on Forced Displacement, a civil society initiative intended to support both the monitoring efforts of the Constitutional Court of Colombia and the claims of displaced persons for their rights. Through that Commission, in 2010, CODHES worked to verify the effective exercise of rights by the displaced population in Colombia and presented to the Constitutional Court the results of the Third Survey to Verify Observance of the Rights of the Displaced Population and twelve (12) additional documents on government policies on the matter.

CODHES belongs to various networks: the Alliance of Social and Related Organizations, Colombia/Europe/United States Coordinating Group, the Washington Group, the Permanent Assembly for Peace, the Southeast Group, the National Victims’ Board, the FESCOL Land Group, and the Inter-American Platform for Human Rights, Democracy, and Development.

CODHES also participated in the Forum for Dialogue on the Culture of Peace, Local Development, and Internal Displacement of Persons organized by the joint program “Conflict prevention, development of agreement, and peace building for internally displaced persons in Chiapas state” organized by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), which took place in Chiapas, Mexico, on March 9 and 10, 2011.

CODHES has operated through programs financed by the European Union, the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Embassy of Canada, the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Embassy of Sweden (in Colombia and Ecuador), the Embassy of Switzerland, the Ford Foundation, OXFAM, and the Washington Group, among others.

CODHES presented its application to the OAS on June 2, 2011.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of organization:
Consultoría para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento (CODHES)

Address:
Carrera 6 No. 34-62. Ofic. 302


Bogotá, Colombia

Telephone:
(+571) 2325666/03/09/12

Fax:
(+571) 2325666 Ext. 102

E-mail:


codhes@codhes.org

Website:


www.codhes.org

President:
Marco Alberto Romero Silva

Legal representative:
Jorge E. Rojas Rodríguez

Date of establishment: 
January 19, 1998

3.
Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

CODHES seeks to protect victims of forced displacement, refugees, and migrants in Colombia through the design and execution of projects and research aimed at assisting those communities. CODHES activities that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Promotion and protection of the human rights of displaced persons, refugees, migrants, and women victims of sexual assault, though information campaigns and studies to raise public awareness of the humanitarian situation of those persons;
· Research and programs on the situation and living conditions of displaced persons, refugees, and migrants so as to contribute to the formulation of government policies and laws that foster the exercise and full recognition of the rights of those vulnerable groups and promote their social inclusion and their access to justice and land; and
· Cooperation with civil society organizations related to that area, so as to coordinate efforts in the national and international arenas to meet the needs of displaced persons and provide assistance to women victims of sexual assault.
4.
Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

CODHES proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Disseminating and promoting the principles set forth in the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

· Supporting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council in implementing resolutions AG/RES. 2667 (XLI-O/11), “Internally Displaced Persons,” and AG/RES. 2678 (XLI-O/11), “Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas”;

· Providing recommendations and information on the situation of immigrants in Colombia to the Special Committee on Migration Issues (CEAM) of the Permanent Council;

· Providing reports on human rights in Colombia and the situation of the rights of immigrants and refugees to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and supporting the activities of the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Their Families and the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Human Rights Defenders;

· Working with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to monitor implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará); 

· Assisting the Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DDSSM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in the activities of the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA), with emphasis on humanitarian needs of the displaced population, promoting collective reparations, and continuing follow-up on victims;
· Working with the Department of Democratic Sustainability and Special Missions (DDSSM) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs (SPA) in its activities to promote a culture of peace; and

· Supporting the work of the Department of International Affairs (DIA) of the Secretariat for External Relations (SER) to promote civil society participation in OAS activities.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, June 2, 2011 

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes

· Mission statement

· Annual activity reports, 2010 and 2009

· Financial reports, 2010 (signed by Public Accountant Carlos Morales Cáceres)
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