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1.
The Hemispheric Plan of Action to Combat Transnational Organized Crime was approved by the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States in October 2006 (CP/RES.908 (1567/06) in order to promote the application by the OAS member states of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention) and the Protocols thereto: the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; the Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Air and Sea; and the Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition (see Endnotes 1 and 2).


2.
The Hemispheric Plan of Action sets forth a series of actions to enhance cooperation and coordination in the areas of prevention, investigation, prosecution of, and judicial decisions related to transnational organized crime, as well as to strengthen national, sub regional and regional capacities and capabilities of the OAS member states in this regard. Specifically, member states are called on to strengthen the adoption and implementation of legislative measures, including ratification of relevant international instruments; increase the capacity of law enforcement authorities to implement measures and mechanisms to effectively combat organized crime; and promote information sharing and exchange of experiences, among others.


3.
The Hemispheric Plan of Action called for the creation of a technical group, comprised of representatives designated by each member state, to strengthen and coordinate OAS efforts to ensure full implementation of and follow-up to the Plan of Action. It also called on the General Secretariat to draft a work plan to guide the work of this technical group.

4.
The technical group has met formally on two occasions: the first meeting was held in Mexico City in July 2007 and focused on national strategies to combat transnational organized crime, application and enforcement of the law and international cooperation. A series of conclusions and recommendations were issued, among which included the need to better assess the needs and capacities of the member states in regards to transnational organized crime and develop an inventory/toolkit of technical cooperation modules (courses, workshops, seminars, among others) that could support institutional strengthening in this regard.


5.
The second meeting of the technical group was held in Washington, DC in April 2009 under the chairmanship of Trinidad and Tobago, during which the above-referenced toolkit was presented. 

6.
Subsequently, two informal meetings were held in October 2009 and April 2010 to consider the document “Components of the Work Program of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime”, a document that will be considered for approval during the third meeting of the group on November 16, 2011 in Port of Spain.

7.
It should be noted, however, that the technical group’s primary objective is to serve as a forum to discuss new and emerging trends and challenges in the Hemisphere related to implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action and to propose strategies and initiatives for effective cooperation in preventing and confronting transnational organized crime.

8.
In this regard, and with a view to building on the success of an informal panel discussion organized within the framework of the High-Level Meeting of the United Nations General Assembly on Transnational Organized Crime (New York, June 2010) to promote a coherent and holistic response through universal adherence to and full implementation of the Palermo Convention and its Protocols, it is proposed that the agenda of the Third Meeting of the Technical Group include the roundtable discussion “Transnational Organized Crime as a Multidimensional Threat: Promoting Full Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime”.


9.
Transnational organized crime is a constantly evolving activity. Although its impact is felt in all member states, some countries are affected more deeply than others. Member states can learn from the lessons learned by other countries with significant experience in combating organized crime. As such, the roundtable discussion would serve to identify processes and experiences from both inside and outside of the region to help guide effective implementation of the Plan of Action.


10.
Specifically, invited panelists would encourage discussion and debate on such areas as:
-
New trends/emerging threats/changing dynamics in the region, including such specific manifestations of Transnational Organized Crime as money laundering, firearms trafficking, human trafficking 
-
Linkages between TOC and corruption (upholding democracy and rule of law)
-
Demand reduction for illicit goods and services
-
Scientific research and technology to combat criminal networks
-
Partnerships with academia, civil society and private sector organizations
11.
As a result of the roundtable, it is expected that the OAS member states would be better positioned to:
-
Identify priority areas for implementation with the Work Program
-
Consider development and/or implementation of national strategies to combat TOC
-
Understand and respond to specific sub regional challenges in a coordinated manner
-
Promote information and knowledge sharing
-
Develop and/or strengthen governmental and non governmental partnerships
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