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CONCLUSIONS OF THE HIGH LEVEL HEMISPHERIC MEETING AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME



Mexico City, March 2nd of 2012
The Hemispheric High Level Meeting against Transnational Organized Crime took place in Mexico City on March 1 and 2, 2012, with the participation of Attorneys General, Prosecutors and Ministers of Justice of the member states of the Organization of American States, as well as representatives of permanent observers countries and other international organizations.
The High Level Meeting was convened in follow up to the dialogue and conclusions of the third meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime (GT/DOT), held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago in November 16, 2011.
The objective of the High Level Meeting was to promote a constructive debate of ideas among participants and to exchange views on strengthening and enhancing cooperation and technical assistance for the implementation and follow up of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime.
The Attorneys General, Prosecutors and Ministers of Justice:
1. Reaffirm that the phenomenon of transnational organized crime has become increasingly complex and affects our societies; that it has spread to new areas of the region and that it is interconnected with other parts of the world.
2. Discussed the need to fully implement the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, also known as Palermo Convention and its three complementary Protocols, as well as other related hemispheric instruments.
3. Reiterated the need for all OAS member states to harmonize their national legislation with these instruments.
4. Reaffirm that despite the efforts made, hemispheric cooperation must be strengthened and greater visibility must be given to the problem of transnational organized crime.
5. Reiterated the need to develop coordination mechanisms to address crime from a holistic approach, including the importance of reconstructing the social fabric affected by crime.
6. Underscored the need to complement legislative efforts with financial and human resources to ensure full implementation of legal norms.
7. Addressed new forms of crime and new investigative techniques to counter them. They stressed the need to harmonize new procedures for securing justice with the support of the judiciary.
8. Reiterated the need to strengthen the various aspects of cooperation, such as: extradition, mutual legal assistance, exchange of information and intelligence, investigative techniques and mutual training through efficient and innovative hemispheric mechanisms.
9. Considered necessary the need to promote harmonization and optimization of national, subregional and hemispheric efforts, as well as to take advantage of the synergies available through various existing fora, mechanisms and initiatives of bilateral and multilateral cooperation.
10. Agreed that the public institutions represented should strengthen communication and collaboration through the use of new technologies that facilitate cooperation in real time.
11. Recalled that international efforts must be in full compliance with the concepts contained in the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, always bearing in mind the principle of common and shared responsibility in the regional battle against the phenomenon of transnational organized crime.
12. Agreed with the development of a cooperation system that includes a Center to coordinate the full implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, thereby harmonizing and coordinating the efforts of the various bodies of the OAS and, as a result, enhance national and regional actions.
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