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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY THE International Road Transport Union (IRU) TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS 

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization International Road Transport Union.
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by International Road Transport Union in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1.
Background

International Road Transport Union (IRU) is an international non-governmental organization founded on March 23, 1948, in Geneva, Switzerland, with the objective of facilitating international trade and road transport worldwide while ensuring sustainable development. IRU represents operators of trucks, buses, coaches and taxis, and is formed by 173 Member Associations from 73 countries from Europe, the Americas, Asia and Africa.

IRU has developed a three “I” strategy to achieve sustainable development based on innovation, incentives, and infrastructure. It seeks to reduce CO2 emissions in road transport by assuming measures that include the establishment of performance standards and the creation of an incentive scheme for companies engaging in CO2 emission reduction programs. Through its Smart Move Campaign, IRU promotes collective transport and aims to place buses at the center of the transport policy-making debate in order to double their use and address current and future mobility challenges such as social inclusion, connectivity, and congestion. 

In 2011, the IRU and its Argentinean Member Association, the Federación Argentina de Entidades Empresarias de Autotransportes de Carga (FADEEAC), held an international conference on “Road Safety and Road Transport Professional Training”, with the participation of 800 representatives from Latin America. In addition, the IRU Academy provides a framework for professional road transport education with 50 training institutes in 35 countries. 

The IRU also promotes the International Road Transport System (TIR) under a United Nations mandate to facilitate and secure trade and international road transport by allowing customs-sealed vehicles and freight containers to transit countries without border checks. The TIR System has 68 Contracting Parties (including the European Union) on four continents.


IRU signed a cooperation agreement with the OAS General Secretariat on January 31, 2011, to develop a joint working program aimed at facilitating and securing trade and international road transport throughout the Americas, and to prepare an analytical report on road transport in Mexico, “International Road Transport in Mexico: achievements, challenges, and prospects”, to be eventually followed by other reports on road transport in Latin American countries. In addition, it seeks to promote economic growth and enhance the competitiveness of the region and access to international markets, facilitating the insertion of small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in global trade, by improving supply-chain management of goods and services and ensuring the mobility of people and goods through road transport. IRU finances its activities with contributions from its Member Associations.


IRU submitted its application to be registered with the OAS on June 4, 2012.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:


International Road Transport Union (IRU)
Address:  

3, rue de Varembé B.P.44



CH-1211




Geneva 20, Switzerland

Telephone:

+41 22 918 27 00

Fax:


+41 22 918 27 41



E-mail address:

iru@iru.org

Website:

www.iru.org
Secretary General:
Martin Marmy
Date established:
March 23, 1948
3.
Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

International Road Transport Union works to promote mobility of people and goods by working towards harmonization and simplification of the procedures and barriers that affect road transport and international trade. The primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

· Creating awareness and providing recommendations to governments, other stakeholders and the general public on key issues and activities related to the importance of improving supply chains of goods and services and facilitating road transport to enhance competitiveness;
· Fostering economic and sustainable development by strengthening cooperation and commercial linkages among countries and promoting the integration of regional transportation systems; and
· Developing and conducting country studies on road safety, transportation, mobility, and trade access.
4.
Identification of OAS work areas

International Road Transport Union offers to support the OAS in the following areas:
· Share information and experiences with the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) on national policies and regulatory frameworks and contribute to the development of synergies of national, subregional and regional physical infrastructure programs, in follow-up to the VI Summit of the Americas mandates;

· Supporting the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in its efforts to help Member States devise development policies and strategies to improve competitiveness, favor tourism and economic growth; 

· Contribute to the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) of the Permanent Council to promote the transportation sector as an important factor in the security of the Americas;
· Share information on issues related to the transport of goods across borders with the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP); and
· Share best practices with the Department of Sustainable Development of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) on effective transportation policies that reduce CO2 emissions and environmental protection, in support of its Sustainable Cities, Biodiversity and Sustainable Land Management program.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General, dated June 4, 2012
· Certificate of Incorporation
· Statutes
· Mission Statement
· Annual Report for 2012
· Financial Statements for 2011 (signed by the CFO of the IRU, Eric Benoist)
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