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COMMENTS BY THE UNITED STATES DELEGATION 

TO THE DRAFT RESOLUTION
OF THE FORTY-FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

DRAFT RESOLUTION
OF THE FORTY-FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(Comments by the United States delegation)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


. . . 

Last preambular paragraph

RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has made significant efforts and progress in applying the [General Assembly] [United States: delete. The recommendations are from the Special Working Group.  The General Assembly in Cochabomba welcomed but did not approve them.  This language is consistent with preambular paragraph 2 and operative paragraph 1] recommendations for strengthening the system,

RESOLVES:

1. To take note [United States and several other delegations: with satisfaction] of the responses of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to the Permanent Council on the recommendations of the “Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” and of the Reform of the Rules of Procedure, Policies and Practice of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights -Resolution No. 1/2013 adopted by the IACHR on March 18, 2013- (CP/doc.4846/13), and to request that it continue to move forward with their application in accordance with the relevant inter-American legal instruments.

2. To [request] [Ecuador: urge] the IACHR, in the framework of its Strategic Plan, [to put into practice] [United States: to consider] those recommendations that are [yet to be applied] [Grenada: pending].

4.
To reaffirm its commitment to attain [full financing]
/ [Chile: suggests that the scope of this concept be clarified] of the inter-American human rights system through the Regular Fund of the Organization of American States (OAS). While that commitment is gradually fulfilled, to invite member states, observer states, and other institutions to continue making voluntary contributions [Nicaragua:  that are neither tied nor targeted], [preferably]
/ [not earmarked]
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ [Paraguay + Colombia + United States:  suggest that the words “preferably not earmarked” be deleted], in the framework of the 2010-2015 Guidelines of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the 2011-2015 Strategic Plan of the IACHR.

Alternate wording proposed by Grenada:


To reaffirm its commitment to finance the inter-American human rights system. To invite member states, observer states, and other institutions to continue making voluntary contributions within the framework of the 2010-2015 Guidelines of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the 2011-2015 Strategic Plan of the IACHR.

Alternate wording proposed by Ecuador:


To reaffirm its commitment to attain full financing of the inter-American human rights system through the Regular Fund of the Organization of American States (OAS). While that commitment is gradually fulfilled, to invite member states, observer states, and other institutions to make unearmarked voluntary contributions within the framework of the 2010-2015 Guidelines of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the 2011-2015 Strategic Plan of the IACHR.

5.
To request the Secretary General to submit to the Permanent Council as soon as possible a detailed, up-to-date analysis of the full operating costs of the organs of the inter-American human rights system [United States: based on information provided by the IACHR and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights].

6.
To propose to the IACHR that, in keeping with the principle of the indivisibility of human rights, it strengthen
/ all its rapporteurships, including by giving consideration to granting special status to all existing rapporteurships, based on adequate financing [without impairing] [Grenada: without prejudice to] its other responsibilities [United States: or those of its Rapporteurs].
/ 
/
7.
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�.	Several delegations expressed concern regarding the commitment that member states would acquire with the adoption of this phrase.  


�.	Several delegations requested that this word not be included (Venezuela, Ecuador, Grenada, Nicaragua, and Bolivia), while others asked that it be retained (United States, Bahamas and Barbados).


�.	Argentina requested that this term be retained. 


�.	The following support this paragraph as it appears in document CP/doc.4845/13 corr. 1: Argentina, Jamaica, Canada, Uruguay, Brazil, Honduras, El Salvador and Peru. 


�.	Ecuador does not support this paragraph as it appears in document CP/doc.4845/13 corr.1.


�.	Barbados: suggests that, rather than footnotes, phrases be formulated that clarify the concepts in this paragraph that seem to be subject to different interpretations.


�.	Colombia interprets this paragraph on the understanding that its purpose is to strengthen the IACHR rapporteurships. 


�.	The following support this paragraph as it appears in document CP/doc.4845/13 corr. 1: Argentina, Canada, Uruguay, Brazil, Honduras, El Salvador, United States, and Peru. 


�.	The following do not support this paragraph as it appears in document CP/doc.4845/13 corr. 1 (and/or request time for consultations): Ecuador, Venezuela, and Bolivia.
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