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The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Honorable General Secretariat of the OAS and has the honor to attach hereto the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “Toward a Comprehensive Anti-Drug Policy in the Americas,” to be adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, to be held in Antigua Guatemala.

This Permanent Mission requests that the Draft Declaration of Antigua Guatemala be circulated immediately in the original Spanish to all OAS member states and that it be translated into English, French, and Portuguese.

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to convey to the Honorable General Secretariat of the OAS  the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., March 28, 2013

Honorable General Secretariat






[stamp] [signature]
Organization of American States – OAS-

Washington, D.C.,

United States of America

DECLARATION OF ANTIGUA GUATEMALA
"TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE ANTI-
DRUGS POLICY IN THE AMERICAS"

THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) gathered in Antigua, Guatemala, at the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly,

RECOGNIZING that the global illicit drugs problem has become a multidimensional challenge demanding a comprehensive approach that addresses its impacts on health and social relations, violence and crime, the integrity of democratic institutions and public policies, development, and markets;

REITERATING the need to cooperate in order to confront the challenges, threats, risks, and vulnerabilities associated with the drug problem in the Americas efficiently and effectively, through joint and comprehensive strategies;

RECOGNIZING that global anti-drug policy is being challenged by the persistence of illegal production, trafficking and consumption channels dominated by powerful transnational and local criminal organizations, and that those channels are tending to spawn others and to concentrate in each country with varying degrees of intensity, so that consumption in the Hemisphere is growing and spreading;

CONVINCED that drug policies need to focus on the wellbeing of the individual and his or her environment, and on the principles of justice, human rights, development, and health, while emphasizing that strategies need to be more comprehensive by consolidating a perspective based on mitigation of harm to the individual, the family, and society through a multisectoral and multidisciplinary approach;

REITERATING, likewise, the need to strengthen the State and its social policies and strategies, especially in education, health, and citizen security, so as to be more successful in preventing addiction and crime;

CONCERNED at the increase in crime and violence triggered by drug trafficking and aware of the need to reduce the violence associated with illicit drugs and related crimes, while emphasizing the role of the State as promoter of peace, not violence;

CONCERNED, too, at the influx of arms and ammunition, which has become a major problem exacerbating and vastly strengthening the drug trade, while the money laundering related to drug trafficking activities is distorting the workings of certain segments of our national economies. 

RECOGNIZING at the same time, with respect to the problem of drugs, addiction, and the impacts they have, the importance of governments and societies in the Hemisphere exploring at a variety of levels -- municipal, subnational, and national -- unconventional solutions to the problem based on damage-mitigation criteria and the principles of human dignity and respect for plurality in policies that are proper to democracy and, moreover, consistent with the spirit of universal and hemispheric conventions on human rights, social inclusion, and respect for diversity and decency, as well as being a potential global source of inspiration for improving existing policies;

RECALLING the mandate assigned by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, to prepare a report on the drugs problem in the Americas, with a view to analyzing the results of current policies in the Hemisphere and exploring new approaches to stepping up that struggle and becoming more effective in addressing that issue in the short term; and that said report is to form the basis for reflection for policy debates on alternative ways of combating drugs n the Americas and contribute to the formulation of national, subregional, and hemispheric strategies,
DECLARE:
1. That it is essential that the Hemisphere continue to progress in a coordinated manner toward a drugs policy fully rooted in the dimensions of public health, education and social integration; a preventive approach to security; an all-out attack on organized crime; stronger democratic institutions; and a more robust presence of the State throughout the territory. At the same time, it is essential to boost local and national development aimed at forging a comprehensive strategy for mitigating threats and the risks of addiction, violence, and associated crimes while at the same time consolidating opportunities for social wellbeing and enhanced security for the inhabitants of the region.

2. That it is necessary to revamp the architecture of hemispheric cooperation, and to breathe new life and effectiveness into the principle of shared responsibility, by mobilizing resources on a scale consistent with the aspiration of jointly constructing a comprehensive drugs policy; to develop mechanisms for sharing information and experiences among countries, subregions, and at local levels, which raise people's trust in politics and make it more efficient; to generate approaches, projects, programs, and policies that lend support to the collective learning process and bolster the common defense against threats that may vary from one country to another in the form they take and in their impact but stem from the same cause; and to identify a set of indicators for measuring overall progress with drug policy in the Hemisphere while at the same time weighing national objectives; 

3. That they are committed to enhancing the capacity of the State, by strengthening its institutions, making it more professional, and improving its policies and coordination mechanisms within its spheres of competence, so as to address the threats posed by the multidimensional illicit drugs problem and embark on comprehensive strategies;

4. That addiction to drugs is a health problem, so that it is necessary to strengthen national health systems, particularly in the areas of prevention and treatment, while performing at the same time an evaluation of those systems aimed at pinpointing the actions needed to counter this scourge.
5. That, in order to reduce the levels of drug-related violence, it is essential to enforce more effective controls to prevent the diversion and illicit trafficking of firearms to criminal organizations;
6. That we must redouble our efforts, through national and international cooperation measures, to prevent, detect, and punish national and international operations designed to launder the proceeds of organized crime, especially the narcotic drugs trade, as well as our efforts to prevent those assets entering our financial systems and distorting our economies.
7. That constructing a comprehensive drugs policy in the Hemisphere imbued with a multidimensional approach also requires learning from those countries and subnational governments that have decriminalized the possession and personal consumption of illicit drugs, and learning about the impact that those measures are having on health, street crime, backlogs in the judicial system, and reduction of the prison population;

8. That it is necessary to facilitate the establishment of alternative anti-drug mechanisms  in order to strengthen local economic development by, inter alia, legalizing for medical purposes some illicit crops that are important for local populations;
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That they instruct the General Secretariat  to prepare a proposal for updating the OAS Hemispheric Strategy on Drugs, based on the political debate, this Declaration of the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, and the Report on the Drugs Problem in the Americas; to build into that update a comprehensive approach balancing public health, science, security, development, social protection, human rights, and violence prevention concerns; to establish indicators for evaluating results; and to submit its proposal for adoption at a special session of the OAS General Assembly to be held in Guatemala February 2014;
10. That they request the General Secretariat to carry out the necessary actions, with the support of member states, to achieve the implementation of this Declaration.
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