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COSATE - CEATAL JOINT DECLARATION 

 

At the XVIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor of the Organization of American States (OAS), in the city of Medellín, Colombia, on the occasion of its 50th anniversary, the employers and workers of the Americas, represented by the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL) and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE), noting the high levels of informal economic activity in the national economies of the Americas and aware that the problem of formalizing the informal economy must be tackled from a multidimensional perspective covering social, labor, economic, and environmental policies, adopt the following declaration:
a. Macroeconomic policies focusing on employment and on a favorable climate for the development of companies, in accordance with the resolution on the promotion of sustainable companies adopted by the ILC in 2007, are essential for promoting full, decent, and productive employment and for facilitating transitions into the formal economy, all with the due protection of workers’ rights.

b. National employment policies, designed and implemented through tripartite consultation, offer an essential framework for promoting the creation of quality jobs, business development, employability, and the development of skills.

c. Basic workplace principles and rights apply to all workers, including those who belong to the informal economy. Member states must ensure that those principles and rights and the related basic conventions are in force for all workers, with particular emphasis on trade union freedoms and bargaining.

They also acknowledge that achieving the formalization of the economy requires a balanced approach that combines incentives, information, advice, capacity building, and sanctions.

Thus, the employers and workers represented by COSATE and CEATAL agree:

a. That macroeconomic policies focusing on employment and on a favorable climate for the development of companies and the protection of workers, in accordance with the resolution on the promotion of sustainable companies adopted by the ILC in 2007, are essential for promoting full, decent, and productive employment and for facilitating transitions into the formal economy, all with the due protection of workers’ rights.

b. To request that the Labor Ministries include the formalization of the economy as a priority topic on their agenda, and that they report back to the next IACML on the steps taken toward that goal; 

c. On the need for the continuation of the cooperative relationship between the OAS and the ILO on social and labor-related topics, expanding that collaboration to any other institution than can assist in addressing the comprehensive approach demanded by the problem of formalizing the informal economy.

Finally, we thank the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) and the ILO for their support in organizing the meeting of COSATE and CEATAL under the aegis of this Conference.
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