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Introduction

On June 5, 2012, the General Assembly, held in Cochabamba Bolivia, adopted resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), “Follow-up on the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,” in which it welcomed the report of the Special Working Group (document AG/doc.5310/12) and instructed “the Permanent Council, on the basis of the report, to draw up proposals for its application in dialogue with all the parties involved.” In said resolution, the member states also decided that “within a period of six months or no later than the first quarter of 2013, said proposals will be presented for the consideration of a special session of the General Assembly.”

The General Assembly adopted the following definitions in relation to resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12): 

1.
Scope of the task: the recommendations adopted by the Permanent Council and endorsed by the General Assembly itself.

2.
Objective: That the Permanent Council draw up proposals for application of the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System, in dialogue with all the parties involved.

3.
Time frame: six months or no later than the first quarter of 2013. 


To carry out the task assigned to it, on September 10, 2012, the Permanent Council adopted a Work Plan, which includes activities divided into four stages. Stage One, the purpose of which was to take receipt of proposals from member states, the IACHR, the General Secretariat, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and civil society for implementing the recommendations, concluded on October 31, 2012.

Stage Two, which ran from November 1 to December 31, 2012, entailed the examination of the proposed recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group. Stage Two concluded with the presentation on December 19, 2012, of a semi-official document entitled “Proposed Draft Resolution for the Special Session of the General Assembly and Appendix: Measures for Implementing the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System”, document CP/doc.4813/12 corr. 1, submitted by the then-Chair of the Permanent Council, which could serve as a source of reference or the basis for the discussions in Stage Three. 
At the presentation of the above document, a number of member states considered that at the outset of the activities envisaged in Stage Three of the Work Plan it would be necessary to agree on the schedule (Annex).

Building on the work done in Stages One and Two of the Work Plan adopted by the Permanent Council, the objective of Stage Three, which will run from January 1 to February 28, 2013, will be to draw up a report setting out proposals–and the budgetary implications of their implementation–that will be presented to the General Assembly at a special session to be held on March 22, 2013. It is also suggested that the format of the above report be agreed upon during Stage Three.

Stage Four of the Work Plan, scheduled for March 2013, will be the holding of the special session of the General Assembly, on March 22, 2013.

Attached below is the proposed schedule for Stages Three and Four of the Work Plan, which will serve as a guide and may be adapted as the need arises, as the discussions and negotiations move forward.
Further to requests from a number of delegations at the meeting of the Permanent Council of January 30, 2013, the draft schedule below includes three additional special meetings in February and one additional meeting in March.

It also includes a meeting with civil society and a dialogue with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights at two separate sessions on March 6, 2013.
ANNEX
Schedule of Meetings for Stages Three and Four

(January 1 to March 22, 2013)

	DATE


	MEETING AND TIME
	TOPICS

	FEBRUARY



	Tuesday, 5
	Special meeting:

2:30 p.m.
	1. Adoption of the schedule of meetings
2. Discussion on the draft report
(Chapter 1. Medium- and Long-Term Challenges and Objectives)



	Thursday, 7
	Special meeting:

10:00 a.m.
	· Discussion on the draft report to be submitted to the General Assembly (cont.)

(Chapter 1. Medium- and Long-Term Challenges and Objectives)


	Wednesday, 13
	Special meeting:

10:00 a.m.
	· Discussion on the draft report to be submitted to the General Assembly (cont.)

(Chapter 2. Precautionary Measures)


	Friday, 15
	Special meeting:

2:30 p.m.
	· Discussion on the draft report to be submitted to the General Assembly (cont.)

(Chapter 3. Procedural matters in processing cases and individual petitions)


	Wednesday, 20
	Special meeting:

2:30 p.m.
	· Discussion on the draft report to be submitted to the General Assembly (cont.)
(Chapter 4. Friendly settlements)
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Friday, 22
	Special meeting:

10:00 a.m.
	· Discussion on the draft report to be submitted to the General Assembly (cont.)

(Chapter 5. Criteria for Preparing Chapter IV of the Annual Report of the IACHR: Development of Human Rights in the Region)



	MARCH



	Friday, 1
	Special meeting:

10:00 a.m.

	· Discussion on the draft report to be submitted to the General Assembly (cont.)
(Chapter 6. Promotion of Human Rights; and Chapter 7. Financial Strengthening of the IACHR)


	Wednesday, 6
	Special meeting:

10:00 a.m.
Special meeting:

2:30 p.m. (tentative date)
See note from the President of the IACHR to the Chair of the Permanent Council in this regard:  CP/INF.6624/13

	· Meeting with civil society and other actors and users of the inter-American human rights system
· Dialogue of member states with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)


	Wednesday, 13
	Special meeting:

10:00 a.m.
	· Agreement on the draft report to be submitted to the General Assembly
· Negotiation of the draft resolution to be submitted to the General Assembly 


	Friday, 15
	Special meeting:

10:00 a.m.
	· Agreement on the draft report to be submitted to the General Assembly

· Negotiation of the draft resolution to be submitted to the General Assembly 


	Friday, 22 
	Special session of the General Assembly
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