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This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Travelers and Immigrants Aid’s Heartland Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights (Heartland Alliance).
The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Travelers and Immigrants Aid’s Heartland Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights (Heartland Alliance) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.

1.
Background


Travelers and Immigrants Aid’s Heartland Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights (Heartland Alliance) is a non-profit organization constituted on March 13, 1914 in Chicago, Illinois, United States of America, as the Travelers’ Aid Society of Chicago and Illinois, and amended its constitution to adopt its current name on March 25, 1996. Heartland Alliance’s mission is to advance human rights and respond to the needs of vulnerable populations, especially lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, transsexual, transvestite and intersex (LGBTTTI) communities, women, racial minorities, and people who are HIV positive or suffer from mental illness.

Heartland Alliance conducts its work in the United States, Middle East and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean, including in 22 OAS Member States. It maintains offices in Argentina, Colombia, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Washington, D.C., in addition to its headquarters in Chicago. In the Americas, Heartland Alliance’s programs focus on four categories: 1) sexuality and human rights; 2) HIV/AIDS and health; 3) protections programs; and 4) women’s rights.

In the area of sexuality and human rights, Heartland Alliance works through its Global Equality Network, which seeks to strengthen the organizational and technical capacity of grassroots LGBTTTI organizations to carry out advocacy efforts in cooperation with regional movements around the globe. It also acts as coordinator of the Coalition of LGBTTTI Organizations that Work in the OAS, a network of civil society organizations from 23 OAS Member States with the objective to accompany processes within the Organization related to human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity, as well as discrimination and intolerance. In 2012, Heartland Alliance, in cooperation with other members of the Coalition, drafted reports on the human rights situation of the LGBTTTI communities in Guatemala and Belize, which were presented to the United Nations Human Rights Committee.

Heartland Alliance’s HIV/AIDS and health programs are centered on treatment, education, prevention and care systems, such as its Integrated Men who Have Sex with Men (MSM) HIV Intervention and Prevention Program in the Dominican Republic. In Mexico, Heartland Alliance operates a clinic in Patzcuaro to provide primary care to indigenous peoples and underserved communities, as well as a clinic in Monterrey to offer health services to children and youth from impoverished families. Following the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, the organization dispatched a team of medical volunteers and mobile health care clinics that administered emergency care to more than 6,000 children. Moreover, its Marjorie Kovler Center in the United States provides medical, psychological and social services to victims of torture who leave their countries. Since 1987, the Center has worked with more than 1,700 individuals from 79 countries in Africa, Latin America, the Middle East, Asia, and Eastern Europe, including 357 from 56 countries in 2012.

Heartland Alliance also has programs designed to protect vulnerable groups, such as its child trafficking programs in Mexico and Haiti. In the latter, child protection officers train government officials in methods for identifying children, parents and potential traffickers at border crossings with the Dominican Republic and registering children being repatriated back to Haiti to be reunited with family members. Through its National Immigrant Justice Center, a team of pro bono attorneys offers legal assistance to more than 10,000 immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers annually in the United States, including unaccompanied child refugees who escape war, persecution, sexual exploitation or slavery; women victims of violence; and LGBTTTI individuals at risk of persecution in their home countries.

Among its programs to promote women’s rights, Heartland Alliance implements its Women Empowered to Lead and Advocate for Development (WE-LEAD) in Haiti that has the goal to strengthen emerging leaders and foster gender participation and long-term development. WE-LEAD includes a resource and library center that conducts weekly debates with the participation of 30 to 60 women on topics related to religion and women’s rights, family planning and sexual and reproductive health, gender-based violence, the feminization of HIV and other current issues. The center also offers training sessions for women on the use of information and communication technologies, and organizes dialogues with other non-governmental organizations and members of the Haitian Parliament to advocate for women’s priorities.

Heartland Alliance carries out its activities with projects funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, The Atlantic Philanthropies Inc., Blum-Kovler Foundation-Marjorie Kovler Fund, Open Society Institute, Ford Foundation, Gretchen’s Fund, United Way of Metropolitan Chicago, Arcus Foundation, Bank of America, The Boeing Company, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, The Chicago Community Trust, Eleanor Foundation, Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois, Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, and the Polk Bros. Foundation, among other foundations, private sector and private donors.

Heartland Alliance submitted its application to be registered with the OAS on September 5, 2012.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:
Travelers and Immigrants Aid’s Heartland Alliance for Human Needs and Human Rights (Heartland Alliance)
Address:  

208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1818



Chicago, IL 60604




United States
Telephone:

(312) 660-1300
Fax:


(312) 660-1500


E-mail address:

sfabeni@heartlandalliance.org
Website:

www.heartlandalliance.org
President:

Sid L. Mohn
 
Date established:
March 13, 1914
3.
Primary areas of activities and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

Heartland Alliance works to advance human rights and social equality for vulnerable groups that are living in poverty or subject to discrimination. The primary areas of activity of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Contributing to the eradication of discrimination due to race, sexual orientation or gender identity by drafting reports on the human rights situation of LGBTTTI people in different countries, establishing partnerships with other civil society organizations, and carrying out advocacy work at the national and international levels to influence related policy;

· Defending the rights of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers through the provision of pro bono legal assistance, as well as psychological and medical treatment for victims of violence or other traumatic situations;

· Promoting the political participation and social development of women by means of leadership and job skills programs, education in diverse aspects of gender rights, and actions to promote a gender-perspective in policymaking;

· Fighting the trafficking of children by supporting the training of government officials to identify traffickers at border crossings and registering migrants; and
· Fostering the health and social development of vulnerable groups with free medical and psychological attention, mobile medical units and educational programs for the prevention of HIV/AIDS.
4.
Identification of OAS work areas

Heartland Alliance offers to support the OAS in the following areas:

· Contribute to the work of the Unit on the Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Trans, Bisexual and Intersex Persons of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by providing information on the human rights situation of the LGBTTTI persons in the region in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2721 (XLII-O/12), “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity”; 
· Present recommendations to the Working Group to Prepare Draft Legally Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council;
· Share experiences and successful programs with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to promote the political, social and economic rights of women;

· Attend the Meetings of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons and share best practices related to the implementation of the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, in support of the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (DPS/SMS);


· Support the work of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) of the Permanent Council related to international refugee law in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2758 (XLII-O/12) Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas, and in cooperation with the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (DIL/SLA); and
· Collaborate with the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) on programs that aim to promote human rights, combat trafficking and build the capacity of Member States to respond to the needs of children in the face of natural disasters.
5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter addressed to the OAS Secretary General, dated September 5, 2012
· Articles of Incorporation

· Bylaws
· Mission Statement
· Annual Reports for 2010-2011
· Financial Statements for 2010-2011 (audited by Clifton Gunderson LLP) and 2011-2012 (audited by McGladrey LLP)
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