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This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs/Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales [Center for Legal and Social Studies, CELS]. 
The information contained in this report is provided pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” The document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales was established on September 19, 1985 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, to promote human rights and combat impunity in crimes against humanity, while monitoring and influencing public policies relating to those rights and to legal protection for vulnerable groups.

CELS develops its programs around core issues that include memory and the fight against impunity; institutional violence and citizen security; economic, social, and cultural rights; democratic justice; prisons and criminal justice; mental health; and civilian control over the armed forces.

Under those programs, CELS has lodged complaints about crimes committed against more than 300 victims of human rights violations during the 1976-1983 period, and worked in conjunction with the Public Defender's Office to ask the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) for precautionary measures on behalf of the Toba Qom and Primavera de la Provincia de Formosa indigenous communities.

In the area of mental health, CELS, along with like-minded organizations, submitted proposed rules of procedure for the National Mental Health Law and took part in a pilot campaign on voting rights for persons confined and segregated in mental health centers. CELS advocated passage of the law establishing the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture to create management control mechanisms in the prison system; organized a number of national and regional seminars and workshops on security and democracy, preventive detention and the operations of the criminal justice system, and human rights; and produced and distributed publications on human rights in Argentina and detention conditions for women in prison, among other topics.

CELS has filed petitions with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and has litigated several cases before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. It took part in the OAS Permanent Council process to strengthen the human rights system and made recommendations during the special meetings the Council held with civil society and other actors or users of the system. The Center also submitted to the Commission a proposal for selection of the Executive Secretary and a document containing recommendations on the process of amending Article 11 of its Rules of Procedure.

Together with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and the civil society organizations Conectas and Humanas Corporation, and supported by the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT), in June 2011 CELS organized a Regional Consultation with the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment the purpose of which was to exchange experiences with civil society and conduct a joint diagnosis of the situation at the regional level.

In addition, in 2011 CELS engaged in various advocacy efforts with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Argentina to support the creation of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Promotion of Truth and Justice; and worked with about 15 civil society organizations to prepare a report that was submitted to the Government of Argentina, concerning the situation with economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR) in that country, which report was addressed to the United Nations ESCR Committee.

CELS finances its activities through contributions from the European Union (EU), the EU Delegation in Argentina, the Government of France, the Embassies of Germany, Norway, and the Netherlands, the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Agency for Scientific and Technological Promotion (Proyecto PICT-Argentina), National Endowment for Democracy (NED), Open Society Institute (OSI), Tinker Foundation, Ford Foundation, Oak Foundation, Chr Michelsen Institute (CMI), Sigrid Rausing Trust, Democracy Coalition Project (DCP), and Heinrich Boell Southern Cone Foundation.


CELS submitted its application to the OAS on April 10, 2012.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of Organization:
Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales

Address:
Piedras 547, Primer Piso (C1070AAK)

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:
+ (5411) 4334-4200

E-mail address:
cels@cels.org.ar

Website:
www.cels.org.ar

Executive Director:
Gastón Chillier

Date established:
September 19, 1985

3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS

CELS promotes and defends human rights and the strengthening of the inter-American human rights system. The Center’s primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Human rights defense and promotion by conducting national and regional seminars and workshops on the issue;
· Producing and preparing reports to the IACHR, on the strengthening of the inter-American human rights system, and representing cases before the Inter-American Court of human rights; and 
· Promotion of public policies to enhance human rights and non-discrimination against persons deprived of liberty, in cooperation with other networks of civil society organizations, as well as monitoring the situation of those persons through visits and information requests to government entities; and producing reports on the issue and ensuring they meet national and regional standards. 
4. Identification of potential areas of collaboration with the OAS

CELS proposes to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:

· Providing the IACHR and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights with information on the human rights situation in Argentina;

· Exchanging experiences with the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty and providing it with information on the human rights situation;

· Making recommendations on the promotion of penitentiary and prison reforms, to the Meetings of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies;

· Observing Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA) with respect to strengthening institutional capacity to promote citizen security in the Americas;

· Providing the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) with reports and studies on the workings of the criminal justice system in Argentina; and

· Making recommendations to the Permanent Council’s Committee on Juridical and Political Rights (CAJP) Working Group to Prepare the Draft Legally-Binding Inter-American Instruments Against Racism and Racial Discrimination and Against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

5.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated April 10, 2012

· Articles of incorporation

· Statutes

· Activities Report for 2011

· Financial statements for 2011 (signed by Horacio Verbitsky, President of CELS, and Raúl Pedro Cardoso, Accountant)
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