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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The Permanent Council hereby submits to the General Assembly for consideration at its forty-fourth regular session its Annual Report for the period from June 2013 to May 2014.

Under Article 12 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council may establish such permanent and special committees, as well as working groups, as it deems necessary.

Pursuant to Article 18 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council has the authority granted to it as set forth in the relevant provisions of the Charter and other inter-American instruments. Within said limits it will discharge the functions assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and it shall take cognizance of any matter referred to it by the aforementioned organs. It shall likewise take cognizance of any matter that, pursuant to Article 110 of the Charter, the Secretary General of the Organization may bring to its attention.
In the period covered by this Report, the Permanent Council availed itself of the following committees and working groups:

· General Committee
· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

· Committee on Hemispheric Security 

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas

· The Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS.

Document AG/doc.5470/14 add. 1 contains the reports of the Permanent Council’s various committees and working groups on the outcome of their work during the 157 formal meetings and 52 informal meetings held in the period covered by this report. The breakdown of the meetings held, by Committee and Working Group, is as follows:

	Committee, subcommittee, and working group
	Formal meetings
	Informal meetings

	General Committee
	12
	0

	Informal Working Group of the General Committee to Review OAS Mandates
	
	2

	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
	16
	

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
	-
	-

	Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons
	20
	2

	Informal Working to Review CAJP Mandates
	
	5

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs
	20
	8

	Working Group to Review the Proposed Program-Budget for 2015-2016
	12
	8

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the Program-Budget for 2013
	4
	

	Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs
	13
	5

	Committee on Hemispheric Security
	21
	4

	Working Group to Prepare the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas
	5
	5

	Informal Working Group to Consider the Provisions of Paragraph 11 of Resolution AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13)
	
	4

	Informal Working Group of the CSH in Charge of Revising the Mandates on Hemispheric Security 
	
	3

	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 
	5
	

	Informal Working Group To Classify CISC Mandates
	
	2

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
	11
	4

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council on the Strategic Vision of the OAS
	18
	



Document AG/doc.5470/14  add. 2 contains the draft resolutions and declarations that the member states considered and approved during the preparations for the regular session of the General Assembly.  Document AG/doc.5470/14 add. 3 contains those draft resolutions and declarations that were presented prior to the start of the regular session and on which the member states did not reach agreement. It is therefore recommended that they be considered by the General Committee of the General Assembly. 

In an effort to reduce the production of bulky reports, this Annual Report includes electronic links to the various documents it references.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CHAPTER I
A. CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS

The Permanent Council of the Organization is composed of one representative of each member state, especially appointed by the respective government, with the rank of ambassador.  Each government may accredit an acting representative, as well as such alternates and advisers as it considers necessary.
/

The office of Chair is held by each of the representatives, in turn, following the alphabetic order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries.  The office of Vice Chair is filled in the same way, following reverse alphabetic order.
/ These positions are held for a three-month term, which begins automatically on the first day of each quarter.
2013
	Term
	Chair
	Vice Chair

	July - September
	Ambassador Martin Sannemann (Paraguay)
	Ambassador Elliston Rahmning (Bahamas) / Nilda Garre (Argentina)
/

	October – December
	Ambassador Walter Jorge Albán Peralta / Juan Federico Jiménez Mayor (Peru
	Ambassador Deborah Mae-Lovell (Antigua and Barbuda)


2014
	Term
	Chair
	Vice Chair

	January – March
	Perdo Vergés (Dominican Republic)
	Ambassador Roy Chaderton Matos (Venezuela)

	April – June
	Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin (Saint Kitts and Nevis)
	Ambassador Milton Romani (Uruguay)


B. COMPETENCE


Within the limits of the Charter and of inter-American treaties and agreements, the Permanent Council takes cognizance of any matter referred to it by the General Assembly or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
/
It serves provisionally as the organ of consultation in conformity with the provisions of the special treaty on the subject.
/

It keeps vigilance over the maintenance of friendly relations among the Member States, and for that purpose effectively assists them in the peaceful settlement of their disputes, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.
/

It is the function of the Permanent Council to:
/
a. Carry out those decisions of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs the implementation of which has not been assigned to any other body;

b. Watch over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat and, when the General Assembly is not in session, adopt provisions of a regulatory nature that enable the General Secretariat to carry out its administrative functions;

c. Act as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter, unless the General Assembly should decide otherwise;

d. Prepare, at the request of the member states and with the cooperation of the appropriate organs of the Organization, draft agreements to promote and facilitate cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations or between the Organization and other American agencies of recognized international standing.  These draft agreements shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval;
e. Submit recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to the functioning of the Organization and the coordination of its subsidiary organs, agencies, and committees;

f.
Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary; and

g. Perform the other functions assigned to it in the Charter.

C. SECRETARIAT

The Assistant Secretary General of the Organization serves as Secretary of the Permanent Council
/ and directs the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council and the Department of Conferences and Meetings.


Pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order No. 08-01 Rev. 5, the principal functions of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council are set forth below.  The full text can be accessed through the following hyperlink:  http://www.oas.org/legal/english/gensec/EXOR0801-REV5.htm.
Functions
1. Provides ongoing guidance and advice to the chairs and other elected officers of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, and the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies on the organization of work, the status of negotiations, the interpretation of rules of procedure and background information for member state representatives and relevant areas of the General Secretariat on matters presented for consideration.

2. Advises the style committees of the meetings and conferences of the organs of the Organization.

3. Prepares reports, draft resolutions, declarations, or recommendations on the topics to be considered at the meetings, as well as verbatim and summary minutes of the meetings themselves.

4. Ensures that the information on the Internet web pages of the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs and the Office of the Assistant Secretary General is kept up to date in the official languages of the Organization.

5. Provides all services connected with the processing and issuance of all official documents of the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs, ensuring that they are properly registered and classified, and that advance electronic copies are sent to the delegations and to pertinent General Secretariat staff and officials.

6. Supervises the preparation of documentation for meetings by:  (a) ensuring the consistency, quality, and standards of original texts; and (b) coordinating with the Language Services Section the processing of documentation and the scheduling of deadlines for the receipt of original documents and the dispatch of all language versions to member states.

7. Provides secretariat and support services to the chair of the Permanent Council.
8. Coordinates, with the Department of Conferences and Meetings, the delivery of conference and secretariat services to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and the subsidiary organs.

CHAPTER II

A.
MEETINGS

In accordance with Article 12 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council shall hold its meetings at its seat, in the manner determined by its Rules of Procedure.  It may also hold meetings in any member state, when it finds it advisable and with the prior consent of the government concerned (Article 13 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council).

Section VII of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the rules governing the convocation of protocolary, regular, and special meetings.

Once approved, the minutes and verbatim transcriptions of the meetings of the Permanent Council can be accessed through the menu appearing in the following hyperlink: http://www.oas.org/consejo/minutes.asp .

1. Regular meetings

In accordance with Article 36 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold its regular meetings on the first and third Wednesday of each month. If it becomes necessary to move regular meetings ahead or postpone them, the Chair of the Council may indicate other dates.

As of the date of publication of this report, the Council had held a total of 26 regular meetings.


The statements of the delegations during regular meetings of the Permanent Council will be transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting. The Secretariat will furthermore record and publish the decisions reached at each meeting in the following “Records.”
RECORDS OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS

	2013

	Date
	Purpose
	Record No.
/

	1. June 12, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1925/13

	2. June 26, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1926/13

	3. July 10, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA1928/13

	4. July 26, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1931/13

	5. August 7, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1932/13

	6. August 28, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1933/13

	7. September 6, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1934/13

	8. October 2, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1938/13

	9. October 17, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1942/13 corr.1

	10. October 29,, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1944/13

	11. November 6, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1946/13

	12. November 21, 2013 
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1948/13

	13. December 18, 2013
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1951/13

	2014


	14. January 15 and 16, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1952/14

	15. January 31, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1953/14

	16. February 19, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1955/14

	17. March 10, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1958/14

	18. March 28, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1960/14

	19. April 9, 2014 
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1962/14

	20. April 23, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1963/14

	21. April 30, 2014
	Regular meeting 
	CP/SA.1965/14

	22. May 7, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1966/14

	23. May 14, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1967/14

	24. May 21, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1969/14

	25. May 23, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1970/14 corr.1

	26. May 27, 2014
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1971/14


2. Closed meetings

Pursuant to Article 39 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, “The meetings of the Permanent Council shall be public.  However, if the chair so provides or any representative so requests, the meeting shall be closed and shall so continue unless the Council decides otherwise…”

As of the date of this report, the Council had held two (2) closed meetings.

	Date
	Purpose

	1. March 6 and 7, 2014
	Closed meeting

	2. March 21, 2014
	Closed meeting


3. Protocolary meetings
In keeping with Article 38 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council held the following seven protocolary meetings as of the date of this report:

RECORDS OF THE PROTOCOLARY MEETINGS
	Date
	Purpose
	Record No.9/ 

	1.  June 12, 2013
	To receive His Excellency Ollanta Humala Tasso, Constitutional President of Peru 
	CP/SA.1924/13

	2. July 24, 2013 
	To commemorate the birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
	CP/SA.1930/13

	3. October 10, 2013
	In commemoration of the anniversary of the “Encounter of Two Worlds:  Discovery of America”
	CP/SA 1939/13

	4. October 11, 2013
	To receive the Prime Minister of Grenada, the Honourable Dr. Keith Claudius Mitchell
	CP/SA 1940/13

	5. December 3, 2013
	To receive His Excellency Juan Manuel Santos Calderón
	CP/SA 1949/13

	6. February 7, 2014
	To receive His Excellency Michel Joseph Martelly, President of Haiti
	CP/SA 1954/14

	7. May 15, 2014
	To receive His Excellency José Mujica Cordano, President of Uruguay
	CP/SA 1968/14


The statements made by the delegations during the protocolary meetings of the Permanent Council are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting.

4. Special meetings 

Under Article 37 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold special meetings when:

a.
The chair considers it necessary;

b.
Any representative so requests in writing, stating the purpose of the request;

c.
The Secretary General expressly so requests, in the exercise of the authority conferred upon him or her in the second paragraph of Article 110 of the Charter; or

d.
The General Assembly expressly so mandates.

As of the date of publication of this report, the Council held a total of 10 special meetings.  As with the regular and protocolary meetings, the statements made by delegations are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting and the Secretariat records and publishes the decisions reached there.

RECORDS OF THE SPECIAL MEETINGS

	Date
	Purpose
	Record No.9/

	1. July 9, 2013
	To attend to a request by the permanent representatives of Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela to discuss the situation relating to the interrupted flight of the President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Mr. Evo Morales Ayma from Moscow to La Paz on July 2, 2013.

	CP/SA 1927/13

	2. July 17, 2013
	To continue the dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, pursuant to the mandates of General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) and AG/RES.  2809 (XLIII-O/13).

	CP/SA 1929/13

	3. September 10, 2013
	To comply with the mandates of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2774 (XLIII-O/13) “Progress Towards Accountability, Efficiency and Effectiveness, and Results in the OAS General Secretariat.”


	CP/SA 1935/13

	4. October 28, 2013
	To commemorate the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the “Declaration on Security in the Americas.”


	CP/SA 1943/13

	5. November 5, 2013
	To receive the conclusions of the “Youth Conference of the Americas 2013: Youth in Action,” held at the Organization of American States (OAS).


	CP/SA 1945/13

	6. November 20, 2013
	The Permanent Council held a special meeting on November 20, 2013 to address the topic: “The Americas in the Changing Global. 
Economic Scenario: The Role of Public-Private Partnerships.”
	CP/SA 1947/13

	7. December 13,2013
	To render posthumous homage to the memory of Nobel Prize Winner Nelson Mandela, former President of the Republic of South Africa
	CP/SA 1950/13

	8. March 6, 2014
	To receive the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Paraguay, Ambassador Eladio Loizaga.
	CP/SA 1956/14

	9. April 8, 2014
	To receive the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama, Mr. Francisco Alvarez de Soto.
	CP/SA 1961/14

	10. April 30, 2014
	To render posthumous homage to the great Colombian writer and winner of the Nobel Prize for literature, Gabriel García Márquez.
	CP/SA 1964/14


5. Joint meetings with the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)

As of the date of publication of this report, a total of two joint meetings of the Permanent Council and CIDI had been held. The statements and observations of the delegations appear in each meeting’s minutes.  The Secretariat records and publishes all decisions taken at those meetings.

RECORDS OF THE JOINT MEETINGS 
	Date
	Purpose
	Record No. 10//

	1.  September 20, 2013
	Joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CIDI


	CP/SA 1936/13

	2.  October 11, 2013 
	Joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CIDI


	CP/SA 1941/13


b.
FOLLOW-UP OF THE MANDATES FROM THE FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
1.
Distribution of mandates
One of the first activities undertaken by the Permanent Council following a regular session of the General Assembly is the assignment of the mandates produced by the General Assembly to the various committees and working groups of the Permanent Council, to CIDI, and to the General Secretariat.  In this regard, the Permanent Council issued and approved the “Distribution of mandates assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-Third Regular Session–Continued Mandates from previous years,” approved at a meeting of the Permanent Council and revised during the meeting held on July 10, 2013(CP/doc.4924/13 rev.1).

Based on that distribution of mandates, it is incumbent upon the Council to follow up on the following resolutions and declarations:
	CLASSIFICATION AND TITLE
	MANDATE
	ACTIONS CARRIED OUT IN PERMANENT COUNCIL MEETINGS

	1. AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13)
Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas”

	1. To initiate a process of consultation, taking into account the contents of the present declaration, the general debate in the plenary, the resolutions and mandates about this matter approved in the current regular session as well as the “Report on the Drug Problem in the Americas” presented by the Secretary General. 
This process will take place, among others, in the following instances:
a) at the national level, as decided by each member state;
b) in regional multidisciplinary groups to consider actions strategies, according to what each interested country decides;
c) in the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission at its fifty-fourth regular session;
d) in the Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA), to be held in Medellin, Colombia in November 2013; and
e) in specialized meetings coordinated by the General Secretariat of the OAS with other regional organizations and entities.
On the basis of the results obtained from these processes, the Permanent Council is instructed to call for a special session of the General Assembly to be held no later than 2014.
	At its meeting on March 28, 2014, the Permanent Council adopted its resolution:
Convocation and venue of the special session of the OAS General Assembly: 

CP/RES. 1028 (1960/14)

	2. AG/RES. 2766 (XLIII-O/13)
Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter

	5. To highlight the substantive contribution made by the Organization of American States (OAS) to the strengthening and development of electoral processes and systems in the member states, through OAS electoral observation missions, electoral advice, and technical cooperation, upon the request of a member state and consistent with the Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation.
6.
To request the General Secretariat to provide assistance to member states that so request in the implementation of recommendations contained in the reports of OAS electoral observation missions.
	At its meetings on June 12, 2013, April 9, and May 7, 2014, the Permanent Council received oral presentations of the reports on electoral observation missions conducted in Grenada, El Salvador, and Honduras, respectively.


	3. AG/RES. 2774 (XLIII-O/13)
Progress Toward Accountability, Efficiency and Effectiveness, and Results in the OAS General Secretariat
	1.
Mandate Prioritization 
a) To reaffirm that the General Assembly, as the supreme organ of the Organization of American States (OAS), is responsible for determining the mandates of the Organization and for undertaking a regular review thereof under the advice of the Permanent Council, to inform priority-setting.
To instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting no later than September 10, 2013, to hold a policy-level discussion of the Secretary General’s program-budget proposal for 2014, in order to provide general guidance to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) for its detailed examination of the proposed program-budget and to discuss the mandate prioritization exercise and course of action in regard to future mandates.
	At its meeting on April 30, the Council the whole set of reports resulting from the mandates classification process:
· Report of  CIDI: CP/doc.4972/14 
· Report of the CAAP: CP/CAAP-3283/14
· Report of the CAJP: CP/CAJP-3215/14
· Report of the CISC: CP/CISC-722/14
· Report of the CSH: CP/CSH/INF.394/14
· Report of the CG: CP/CG-1997/14
At this meeting, the Council transmitted these reports to the CAAP for a review of the methodological recommendations made in several of them, with a view to the CAAP preparing a single list of recommendations to serve as a guideline for future exercises involving the Organization's mandates.
At its meeting on September 10, 2013, the Permanent Council complied with the mandates of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2774 (XLIII-O/13) “Progress Towards Accountability, Efficiency and Effectiveness, and Results in the OAS General Secretariat” 

CP/SA 1935/13


	4. AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13)
Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach
	18. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue with the dialogue planned for its thematic meetings for the commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, promoting the participation of member states, scholars, specialized entities, and civil society, with a view to analyzing progress in its implementation. In addition, to invite member states to take part in the protocolary ceremony to be hosted by the Government of Mexico in October 2013 to mark that anniversary.
	On July 17, 2013, the Council held a special meeting (continued at its meeting of August 28) to comply with the mandates of General Assembly resolutions 2735 (XLII-O/12) and AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13), to continue the dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas. CP/SA 1929/13

	5. AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13) rev.1
"Results of the process of reflection on the workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to strengthening the inter-American human rights system."
	6. To request the Secretary General to submit to the Permanent Council as soon as possible a detailed, up-to-date analysis of the full operating costs of the organs of the inter-American human rights system based on information provided by the IACHR and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. 

	On August 2, 2013, a note from the Secretary General to the Chair of the Permanent Council was distributed, in reference to resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLIV-E/13) rev. 1"Results of the process of reflection on the workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to strengthening the inter-American human rights system. "CP/doc.4931/13 
corr. 1

	6. AG/RES. 1 (XLIII-E/12).
Program-budget of the Organization for 2013 and Contributions to FEMCIDI

	17. Integrated Real Property Strategy 
b) To instruct the CAAP to review the options presented by the General Secretariat to take maximum advantage of the Organization’s real property and to recommend that the Permanent Council and the General Assembly, as appropriate, adopt decisions, taking into account the financing required for urgent repairs, maintenance, renovation, and management of the Organization’s physical space.
	The report on the OAS “Real Estate Strategy” was presented to the Permanent Council at its meeting on April 9 CP/CAAP-3294/14. 
On that occasion, the Council decided to allow extra time for the member states to study and analyze the report presented by the CAAP, with a view to rescheduling consideration of it and the adoption of decision by the Permanent Council at a future meeting.


	7. Article 91 of the Charter of the Organization of American States
Observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter):

a. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI)
b. General Secretariat
	It is also the function of the Permanent Council to: (f) “Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and to present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.”
	At its meeting on May 24, 2014, the Permanent Council considered the Annual Report of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to the General Assembly. CP/doc.4995/14
At its meeting on May 21, 2014, the Permanent Council considered the Annual Report of the Secretary General to the General Assembly: CP/doc.4988/14.


	8. AG/RES. 2775 (XLIII-O/13)
Drafting of the Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas 
	1. To extend the mandate of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and urge it to conclude the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.  
	At its meeting on May 27, 2014, the Permanent Council considered the Activities Report of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas (GTC/CASA/doc.237/14)


2.
Holding of the forty-fifth special session of the General Assembly 
On August 28, 2013, the Permanent Council established the date and venue of the forty-fifth special session of the General Assembly CP/RES. 1019 (1933/13). That special session of the General Assembly was held in Washington, D.C. on October 30, 2013 and, in plenary session, the member states adopted the resolution "Program-Budget of the Organization for 2014" AG/RES. 1 (XLV-E/13) rev. 1
3
Social Charter of the Organization and its Draft Plan of Action
At its forty-second regular session the General Assembly adopted the Social Charter of the Americas through resolution AG/RES. 2699 (XLII-O/12) and instructed the Working Group to conclude "negotiations of the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly."
Subsequently, through resolution AG/RES. 2775 (XLIII-O/13), the General Assembly extended the mandate of the Working Group, urging it to conclude the proposed Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas prior to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly. 
For the period under review, the Joint Working Group was installed by the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) at their joint meeting on September 20, 2013. On that same day, it was agreed by consensus that Ambassador Walter Albán, Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States (OAS) and Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the OAS would continue to head the Working Group as Chair and Vice Chair, respectively.

Subsequently, in November 2013, Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the OAS, took over as Chair of the Working Group due to the fact that Ambassador Walter Albán concluded his service at the OAS.  At its meeting on December 13, 2013, the Working Group elected Ms. Ana Lucía Nieto, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, as its Vice Chair.

The Group's report on its activities in 2013-2014 was presented to the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 27, 2014 by its Chair, Ambassador Charles. GTC/CASA/doc.236/14.
C. VISITS TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL

At a protocolary meeting, the Council received the President of Peru, the Prime Minister of Grenada, and the Presidents of Colombia, Haiti, and Uruguay.  Likewise, at special and regular meetings, it received a number of well-known figures, including, in chronological order: 
· Mr. Ollanta Humala Tasso, Constitutional President of Peru; 
· Mr. Stalin Basantes, Vice Minister of Security of Ecuador; 
· Mr. Favio Chávez,, Director of the Recycled Instruments Orchestra of Paraguay; 
· Mr. Gil Kerlikowske, Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy of the United States; 
· Dr. Keith Claudius Mitchell, Prime Minister of Grenada 
· Mr. Juan Manuel Santos, President of Colombia; 
· Mr. Jon Andrus, Deputy Director, PAHO: 
· Mr. Michel Joseph Martelly, President of Haiti 
· Ambassador Eladio Loizaga, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Paraguay;
· Mr. Francisco Alvarez de Soto, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama; 
· Mr. Mario Giro, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Italy; 
· Mr. Jose Mujica Cordano, President of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay. 
D.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AND OF ITS JOINT MEETINGS WITH THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CEPCIDI))
1. Electoral and referendum observation reports  
The Permanent Council received a total of 3 reports on the results of electoral observation missions.
· Regular meeting held on June 12, 2013: Presentation of the Report on the electoral observation mission conducted by the OAS in Grenada in connection with the general elections held on February 19, 2013, by Ambassador Joshua Sears, Head of the Electoral Mission. 
· Regular meeting held on April 09, 2014: Presentation of the Oral Report of the EOM/OAS on the presidential elections held in El Salvador (first round, February 2, and second round, March 9, 2014), by Dr. Gustavo Fernández Saavedra, Head of that mission.
· Regular meeting of May 7, 2014: Presentation of the Oral Report of the EOM/OAS on the general elections held in Honduras on November 24, 2013, by the Deputy Head of Mission, Ms. Marcela Garzón, a staff member of the General Secretariat. 
2. Elections of officers of the organs, agencies, or entities of the OAS, entrusted to the Permanent Council
· Regular meeting held on June 26, 2013: Election of a member of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund Committee. Pursuant to articles 2 and 3 of the Statutes of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund, the Permanent Council elected, by acclamation, the Delegation of Antigua and Barbuda to continue as a member of the Fund for another term, which will end in December 2016.
· Regular meeting held on July 10, 2013. Election of the Chairs of the permanent committees of the Council. The Permanent Council decided that Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada, should continue as Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs for the period that had just begun.
· Regular meeting held on Wednesday, August 7, 2013. 
Election of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security
The Permanent Council elected Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, by acclamation, as Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
The Permanent Council also elected Ambassador Rodrigo Vielmann de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, as Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
Election of the Chair and Vice -Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

The Permanent Council elected Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, Permanent Representative of Panama, by acclamation, as Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.
The Permanent Council elected Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez, Permanent Representative of Bolivia, by acclamation, as Vice Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.
· Regular meeting held on September 6, 2013. 
Elections assigned to the Permanent Council by the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session

In keeping with the mandate issued by the General Assembly in June 2013, the Permanent Council proceeded to elect one member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and one member of the Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas.
The Permanent Council elected by acclamation Dr. Hernán Salinas Burgos of Chile as a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.  
The Permanent Council elected, also by acclamation, Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS, as a member of the Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas for a three-year term to begin on January 1, 2014.
· Joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, held on September 20, 2013 
Election of the Chair and Vice Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CIDI on the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas 
The Permanent Council decided that Ambassador Walter Albán, Permanent Representative of Peru, should continue chairing the Working Group, and that Ambassador Hubert Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica, should stay on as its Vice Chair.
· Regular meeting held on April 30, 2014: Election of a member of the Board of External Auditors to conclude the term of the member who resigned. The Council elected Mr. Christopher H. Flaggs to cover the rest of that term in the Board of External Auditors.
3. Preparations for the General Assembly 
Forty-fourth regular session ((Asunción, Paraguay, June 3-5, 2013) 
In its preparations for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council considered 55 draft resolutions and declarations prepared by the permanent committees and working groups of the Council, by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, and by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly and its working groups.  Of the total number of draft resolutions and declarations, 43 elicited consensus on the part of the member states. The member states were unable to conclude deliberations on 12 drafts. The Permanent Council recommends that the General Assembly instruct the General Committee to continue the discussions at the forty-fourth regular session with a view to reaching consensus.

The Permanent Council also transmits for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session the following draft declaration: “The Question of the Malvinas Islands” AG/doc.5409/14.

Document AG/doc.5470/14 add. 2 contains the texts of the 43 draft resolutions and declarations considered by the Permanent Council and regarding which a consensus was reached, for forwarding to the General Assembly.  

At the same time, AG/doc.5470/14 add. 3 contains the text of the draft resolutions and declarations considered by the Permanent Council for which consensus was not reached prior to the start of the forty-fourth regular session. The following is a list of those drafts:
1. Financing of the 2015-2016 Program-Budget of the Organization: (AG/doc.5430/14)

2. “Follow-up on the Implementation of the Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas” AG/doc.5419/14
3. Rights of Indigenous Peoples: AG/doc.5464/14
4. Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families: AG/doc.5466/14
5. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression: AG/doc.5426/14
6. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Its Technical Secretariat: AG/doc.5424/14 corr. 1

7. Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach: AG/doc.5432/14
8. Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Search for New Approaches and Effective Solutions to the World Drug Problem in the Americas: AG/doc.5435/14
9. Telecommunications/Information and Communications Technologies for Development: AG/doc.5445/14
10. Modifications to the CITEL Statute and Regulations: AG/doc.5446/14
11. The Americas:  a Zone of Peace and Peaceful Dispute Settlement: AG/doc.5447/14
12. Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process: (AG/doc.5459/14)
CHAPTER III
DECLARATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL

(June 2013 – May 2014)
The full texts of the declarations and resolutions adopted by the Permanent Council during the period covered in this report are available at the following links:
2014
	CP/RES. 1030 (1967/14)
	INVITATIONS TO CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS TO ATTEND THE FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Adopted by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting, held on May 14, 2014)

	CP/RES. 1029 (1965/14)
	INVITATIONS TO THE FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Adopted by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting, held on April 30, 2014)

	CP/DEC. 53 (1965/14)
	THE ELECTORAL PROCESS IN HAITI (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on April 30, 2014)

	CP/DEC. 52 (1962/14)
	PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF EL SALVADOR (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on April 9, 2014) 

	CP/RES. 1028 (1960/14)
	CONVOCATON AND VENUE FOR THE SPECIALSESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting, held on March 28, 2014)

	CP/RES. 1027 (1958/14)
	PLACE AND DATE OF THE MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES ON TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME CONVENED BY RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13) (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on March 10, 2014)

	CP/RES. 1026 (1958/14)
	VENUE AND DATE OF THE CONVOCATION OF THE FIFTEENTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST THE ILLICIT MANUFACTURING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN FIREARMS, AMMUNITION, EXPLOSIVES, AND OTHER RELATED MATERIALS (CIFTA) AND THE SEVENTH MEETING OF THE OAS GROUP OF EXPERTS TO PREPARE MODEL LEGISLATION IN THE AREAS TO WHICH THE CIFTA REFERS, BOTH MEETINGS CONVENED BY RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13) (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on March 10, 2014)

	CP/DEC. 51 (1957/14)
	SOLIDARITY AND SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, DIALOGUE, AND PEACE IN THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA  (Approved at the meeting held on March 7, 2014)

	CP/RES.  1025 (1955/14)
	CONVOCATION OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON LEGAL COOPERATION IN CRIMINAL MATTERS OF THE REMJA, PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION AG/RES 2783 (XLIII-O/13) AND NTHE CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NINTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OTHER MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS (REMJA-IX) (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on February 19, 2014)

	CP/RES.  1024 (1953/14)
	GRANTING THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN THE STATUS OF PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on January 31, 2014)

	CP/RES.  1023 (1953/14)
	GRANTING TMONTENEGRO THE STATUS OF PERMANENT OBSERVER TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on January 31, 2014)

	CP/RES.  1022 (1951/13)
	APPROVAL OF THE DOCUMENT "PROGRESS INDICATORS FOR MEASURING RIGHTS CONTEMPLATED IN THE PROTOCOL OF SAN SALVADOR (GT/PSS/doc.9/13) - SECOND GROUP OF RIGHTS – (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on December 18, 2013)

	CP/RES.  1021 (1951/13)
	CONVOCATION OF THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THEREMJA WORKING GROUP ON CYBER-CRIME, PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2783 (XLIII-O/13) AND THE CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE NINTH MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OTHER MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS (REMJA-IX) (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on December 18, 2013)


2013

	CP/RES.  1020 (1934/13)
	CHANGE OF DATE OF THE MEETING OF THE SUBSIDIARY TECHNICAL GROUP ON POLICE MANAGEMENT OF THE MEETING OF MINISTERS OF SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on September 6, 2013)

	CP/RES.  1019 (1933/13)
	VENUE AND DATE FOR THE FORTY-FIFTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO CONSIDER AND ADOPT THE 2014 PROGRAM-BUDGET (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting, held on August 28, 2013)

	CP/RES.  1018 (1932/13)
	VENUE AND DATE OF THE MEETING OF THE SUBSIDIARY TECHNICAL GROUP ON POLICE MANAGEMENT OF THE MEETING OF MINISTERS OF SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS (MISPA) (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting held on August 7, 2013)

	CP/RES.  1017 (1927/13)
	SOLIDARITY OF THE OAS MEMBER STATES WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE PLURINATIONAL STATE OF BOLIVIA, EVO MORALES AYMA, AND NTHE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE (Approved at the meeting held on July 9, 2013)


CHAPTER IV 

MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION,
 AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL  

I. GENERAL ASSEMBLY
· PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Chair: The Chair of the Permanent Council 
Vice Chair: The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
One representative of each member state
· Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure
Chair: Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Díaz Bareiro
Permanent Representative of Paraguay
· Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters
Chair: Ambassador Allan Culham
Permanent Representative of Canada
· Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion”
Chair: Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Díaz Bareiro
Permanent Representative of Paraguay
II. PERMANENT COUNCIL
CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS
/
	From July to December 2013


	July to September
Chair: Paraguay
Vice Chair: Antigua and Barbuda/Argentina 


	October to December
Chair: Peru
Vice Chair: Antigua and Barbuda


	From January to June 2014

	

	January to March
Chair:  Dominican Republic
Vice Chair:  Venezuela

	

	April to June
Chair: Saint Kitts and Nevis
Vice Chair: Uruguay 



	From July to December 2014

	

	July to September
Chair: Saint Lucia
Vice Chair: Trinidad and Tobago

	

	October to December
Chair: Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Vice Chair: Suriname



WORKING GROUPS
· Strategic Vision
Chair: Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa
Permanent Representative of Mexico
Vice Chair: Ambassador John Beale
Permanent Representative of Barbados
PERMANENT COUNCIL/INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT
· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas
Chair: Ambassador Hubert J. Charles
Permanent Representative of Dominica
Vice Chair: Councilor Ana Lucía Nieto
Alternate Representative of Peru
PERMANENT COMMITTEES AND THEIR WORKING GROUPS
· GENERAL COMMITTEE
Chair: The Chair of the Permanent Council
Vice Chair: The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
· Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the General Committee
Chair: Ambassador Carmen Velásquez
Alternate Representative of Venezuela
· COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
July 2013 – December 2013
Chair: Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano
Permanent Representative of Panama
Vice Chair: Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez
Permanent Representative of Bolivia
January 2014 - June 2014
Chair: Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez
Permanent Representative of Bolivia
Vice Chairs: Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano, Permanent Representative of Panama
· Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CAJP
Chair: Minister Councilor Mayerlyn Cordero
Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic
· Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons
February 2014 – June 2014
Chair: Councilor Iván Chanis Barahona
Alternate Representative of Panama
MERGEFIELD
Vice Chair: Councilor Wendy Acevedo
Alternate Representative of El Salvador
July 2013 – February 2014
Chair: Councilor Ana Pastorino
Alternate Representative of Argentina
Vice Chair: Councilor Iván Chanis Barahona
Alternate Representative of Panama
· COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
Chair: Ambassador Allan Culham
Permanent Representative of Canada
First Vice Chair: Second Secretary Luciano Escobar
Alternate Representative of Argentina
Second Vice Chair: Minister Councilor Omari Williams
Alternate Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
· Working Group to Conduct the Technical Review of the Program-Budget 
Chair: Minister Alberto del Castillo
Alternate Representative of Mexico
Vice Chairs:
Attaché Sunilde Navarro, Alternate Representative of Venezuela
Third Secretary Ana Juárez, Alternate Representative of Guatemala
· Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the 2015-2016 Program-Budget 
Chair: Luciano Escobar

Alternate Representative of Argentina
· Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs
Chair: César Martínez
Alternate Representative of El Salvador
· COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Chair: Ambassador Duly Brutus
Permanent Representative of Haiti
Vice Chairs:
Flavio Medina, 
Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic
Vitaliano Gallardo, 
Alternate Representative of Peru
· Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CSH
Chair: Minister Counselor Luis Carranza Cifuentes
Alternate Representative of Guatemala
· Working Group to Prepare for the Forth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA IV)
Chair: First Secretary Rodrigo Amaya Pineros
Alternate Representative of Colombia
Vice Chairs:
Councilor Flavio Medina, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic
Patricia D’Costa, Alternate Representative of Canada
· Informal Working Group to Consider the Provisions of Paragraph 11 of Resolution AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13)
Chair: Flavio Medina,
Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic
Vice Chairs:
María Cecilia Villagra, Alternate Representative of Argentina
Lieutenant Colonel Ricardo Dacosta Vickers, Alternate Representative of Barbados
· COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES
Chair: Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano
Permanent Representative of Panama
Vice Chair: Ambassador Andrés González Díaz
Permanent Representative of Colombia
· Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CISC
Chair: José de J. Martínez
Alternate Representative of Panama
CHAPTER V

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION, 
AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL

	GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
	

	
	

	Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly

	AG/CP

	Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration of Asunción, “Development with Social Inclusion”
	AG/CP/GT/DAD

	Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters
	AG/CP/SUB.AAP

	Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

	AG/CP/SUB.TP

	
	

	MEETING OF CONSULTATION:
	

	
	

	Meetings of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs
	RC

	Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)
	CS/TIAR
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PERMANENT COUNCIL:
	PC

	
	

	Working Group of the Permanent Council on the Strategic Vision of the OAS
	GT/VEOEA

	
	

	General Committee

	CP/CG

	Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the General Committee

	GC

	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

	CP/CAJP

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

	GT/DADIN

	Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons

	CAJP/GT/DHPM

	Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CAJP

	CP/CAJP

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs

	CP/CAAP

	Working Group to Conduct the Technical Review of the Program-Budget

	CAAP/GT/PTP

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the 2015-2016 Program-Budget

	CAAP/GT/RPP

	Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs
	CAAP/GT/RVPP

	Committee on Hemispheric Security

	CP/CSH

	Working Group to Prepare for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas 

	MISPA-IV

	Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CSH

	CP/CSH

	Informal Working Group to Consider the Provisions of Paragraph 11 of Resolution AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13)

	CP/CSH


	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

	CP/CISC


	Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CISC
	CP/CISC


	PERMANENT COUNCIL/CIDI:

	

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on the Draft Plan of Action of the Social Charter of the Americas 
	GTC/CASA 
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�.	Charter of the Organization of American States, Chapter XII, Article 80. 


�.	Ibid., Article 81, and Statutes of the Permanent Council, Article 6.


�.	Until the arrival of the Permanent Representative of Argentina, on September 18, 2013, the acting Vice Chair of the Permanent Council was Ambassador Elliston Rahming, the Permanent Representative of The Bahamas.


�.	Idem, Charter of the Organization of American States, Chapter XII, Article 82.


�.	Idem, Article 83.


�.	Idem, Article 84.


�.	Idem, Article 91.


�.	Article 115 of the OAS Charter; and Article 8 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council.


�.	The full text of the records of the meetings held from June to December is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2012.asp" �http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2012.asp�; the text of the records …


�.	Article 5 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council provides: The office of Chair of the Permanent Council shall be held by each of the principal representatives in turn, following alphabetical order.
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