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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE TRADE UNION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (COSATE)

The Permanent Executive Committee of the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council met on November 11, 2013 at 9:00 a.m., in the framework of the XVIII IACML in Medellin, Colombia. Representatives of various trade-union organizations attended the meeting. The OAS participated in its capacity as Technical Secretariat to COSATE. 

I. Approval of the Agenda
Mr. Francisco Quijano, Chair of COSATE, welcomed those in attendance and proceeded to read the proposed agenda, which was approved after the suggestion made by Marta Pujadas to incorporate the consideration of the joint COSATE-CEATAL declaration. 

II. Report of the Chair of COSATE
Francisco Quijano thanked the members of COSATE for their work during 2011-2013 and highlighted the active participation of COSATE in all the events of this period: the VI Summit of the Americas (April 2012) and the OAS General Assemblies (2012 and 2013), where trade-union declarations were presented which contained the labor movement’s views on sustainable development and the challenges facing the region; the three RIAL workshops that were held, the two meetings of the Working Groups and the two preparatory meetings of the XVIII IACML. He especially stressed the RIAL Workshop on freedom of association and collective bargaining (October 2013), which was a request expressed by COSATE at the Conference. He recognized that the active participation of workers in the construction of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Medellin, as well as in all the activities of the IACML, was possible thanks to the status of COSATE as a consultative body and the valuable support of the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA), as well as that of the ILO and OAS, to which he extended his thanks. 

III. 
Statement by the Technical Secretariat of the IACML – OAS 
Ms. Marie Levens, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment, SEDI of the OAS highlighted that COSATE and its counterpart CEATAL are essential for the IACML and recalled that since the first Conference 50 years ago there has been a strong trade-union presence. Afterward, Ms. Maria Claudia Camacho, Labor Specialist at the OAS, highlighted that the Conference has been increasingly responsive to the requests of the trade-union sector and cited its status as a consultative body since 2009 and the RIAL Seminar on freedom of association and collective bargaining held in October 2013. She stressed that the existence of COSATE has allowed new channels of participation to be opened for workers at the hemispheric level in the Summit of the Americas and the OAS General Assemblies. Ms. Levens finished by reiterating the commitment of the Technical Secretariat to continue working closely with COSATE and supporting its participation. 
IV. 
Composition and election of the Executive Committee of COSATE
Victor Baez, Secretary-General of TUCA, presented a proposal to establish the Executive Committee of COSATE, resulting from prior consultations, which was approved by acclamation.  

Chair:

Luis Alejandro Pedraza, Central Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT) of Colombia

Vice Chairs:

Francisco Quijano, Central Autónoma de Trabajadores Salvadoreños (CATS) of El Salvador
Eulogia Familia, Confederación Nacional de la Unidad Sindical (CNUS) of the Dominican Republic
Julio Cesar Bazan, Confederación Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT) of Peru
Marta Pujadas, Confederación General del Trabajo de la Republica Argentina (CGT-RA) of Argentina
Arthur Henrique da Silva, Confederación Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT) of Brazil
Cathy Feingold, AFL–CIO of the United States

Coordinator: 

Jose Olivera, Unión Nacional de los Trabajadores (UNT) of Mexico 

After the election, Francisco Quijano invited the Chair-elect, Luis Alejandro Pedraza, to assume the Presidency. Mr. Pedraza thanked the delegates for selecting him. 
V. Considerations on the statement by COSATE to be presented to the Ministers of Labor 
Mr. Victor Baez congratulated the Chair-elect and introduced the Trade-Union Declaration that contains the main concerns of the labor movement of the Americas. He affirmed that the labor movement seeks, first and foremost, unconditional respect for workers’ fundamental rights. He highlighted that the Declaration requests Ministers to fight informal and precarious labor conditions, emphasizing the grave problem of anti-union violence. He reiterated the need to convert the decisions made at the IACML into concrete national policies.
Some delegates expressed their concerns, which included the assessment of democracy in the Americas, which still does not guarantee many rights to workers; anti-union violence; and the absence of the farmers’ sector in labor policies directed at vulnerable groups. 
The Declaration was read and approved by the delegates. 

VI.
Considerations and final discussion on the possibility of a joint declaration by COSATE and CEATAL to be presented to the Ministers of Labor
The Chair informed the meeting that it had so far not been possible to reach agreement with the employers on a joint Declaration. The delegates expressed their wish to continue negotiations. 

VI. Other business
There being no other business, the Chair declared the meeting closed. 
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