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REPORT OF THE JOINT MEETINGS OF THE TRADE UNION TECHNICAL

ADVISORY COUNCIL (COSATE) AND THE BUSINESS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON LABOR MATTERS (CEATAL)

The Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL) held various meetings within the framework of the XVIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, including a joint meeting followed by a special session with Ministers of Labor. Furthermore, each of these bodies had an exclusive space for exchange with the Ministers: COSATE participated in a breakfast with the Ministers and CEATAL had a meeting over coffee after lunch on November 12. 
Presented below is a brief summary of the joint meetings of these bodies. 

JOINT MEETING OF COSATE AND CEATAL

The joint meeting of COSATE and CEATAL was held on November 11, 2013 at 11:30 a.m. 

Marie Levens, Director of the Department of Human Development, Education and Employment of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat, moderated the meeting. She greeted the delegations, highlighting that the joint Declarations by COSATE and CEATAL are a true sign of dialogue and consensus, and expressed her hope that a new joint Declaration would be produced at this historic IACML. 

Alberto Echavarria, representing the President of CEATAL, Luis Alejandro Pedraza, President of COSATE, and Victor Baez, Secretary General of the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA), took the floor to emphasize that a proposed Declaration to be presented to the Ministers of Labor had been worked on, which had labor informality as a cornerstone. The document established that macroeconomic policies centered on employment, an environment enabling business development, and national employment policies formulated and applied in tripartite consultation are essential for promoting the creation of quality jobs, business development and employability. Furthermore, it was underscored that the fundamental principles and rights at work apply to all workers, including to those in the informal economy. Lastly, the Declaration called on Ministries of Labor to include as a priority in their agendas the theme of formalizing the economy and reporting to the next IACML on the measures adopted. 
They called for continued cooperative relations between the OAS and ILO and thanked these institutions for the support they have provided.  

Following those remarks, the Technical Secretariat submitted the Joint Declaration for consideration. It was adopted by acclamation and the meeting was adjourned. 
MEETING OF THE MINISTERS OF LABOR WITH MEMBERS OF COSATE AND CEATAL
The meeting of the Ministers of Labor with members of COSATE and CEATAL was held on November 11, 2013 at 2:30 p.m.

The Chair of the XVIII IACML and Minister of Labor of Colombia, Rafael Pardo, welcomed those present and submitted the agenda for consideration, which was approved unanimously. He gave the floor to the consultative bodies. 

The President of COSATE, Luis Alejandro Pedraza, emphasized that COSATE was not only presenting a joint Declaration with CEATAL at the XVIII IACML, but also its own Declaration which made reference to the Development Platform for the Americas (PLADA) as a trade-union proposal for a new model of development and which reiterated concern with anti-union violence and with high levels of inequality and exclusion in the region. He called on the IACML to support a political exit to the Colombian conflict and to support the current peace process. 
Marta Pujadas, Vice President of COSATE, read out the joint Declaration by COSATE and CEATAL, which encompasses the bodies’ concerns on the issue of informality. Next, Victor Baez, Secretary General of TUCA, emphasized that social, political and environmental policies are required to tackle informality and that labor matters cannot be addressed solely through the labor or social agenda. He referred to persistent inequality despite economic growth and indicated that equality is necessary for growth. He noted that sustainable development and decent work are responses to economic and social crises and precarious work. He condemned outsourcing, which is directly related to informality. He called for decisions by the IACML to be translated into national policies. 
Alberto Echavarria, representing the President of CEATAL, emphasized that two types of actions were harmonized in the joint Declaration: the protection of labor rights and decent work, and the promotion of sustainable enterprises, which he considered two sides of the same coin. He expressed his agreement with the workers on ensuring that the mandates from this Conference are converted into concrete policies, and his disagreement on managing hiring systems, especially outsourcing. He recalled discussions at the ILO where it was established that the misuse of certain hiring figures generates precarious work, but that their proper use should be continued. He agreed with the concern regarding anti-union violence and the need for the State to provide every assurance and guarantee of rights to workers as well as to employers so that they can further develop their activities. He called on the IACML to support the peace process in Colombia.  
The Chair thanked the speakers, noted that the Declaration between workers and employers is a source of pride for the IACML and celebrated its content, recognizing that macroeconomic policy centered on employment is the fundamental economic theme of this era, as it has been seen that growth alone does not resolve inequality or exclusion. He celebrated the tripartite spirit of this process and declared the meeting adjourned.  
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