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The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization and kindly requests inclusion of the Joint Statement by the Government of the Republic of Haiti and the Government of the Dominican Republic of January 7, 2014, as an item on the order of business of the regular meeting to be held on Wednesday, January 15, 2014.

The text of the Joint Statement is enclosed herewith with a view to its distribution to the permanent missions of the OAS.

The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS) avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the Permanent Council of the OAS renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

January 10, 2014

Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Enclosures:  as mentioned
JOINT STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF HAITI 
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Representatives of the Governments of the Republic of Haiti and of the Dominican Republic held today, Tuesday, January 7, 2014, the first joint meeting in the border city of Ouanaminthe (Juana Méndez), continuing the dialogue resumed by presidents Danilo Medina and Michel Martelly in the sister Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela during the second special meeting of the ALBA-Petrocaribe Summit.
Both countries described their frank dialogue and the progress made in the search for joint solutions as “historic.”

The meeting served to define the working methodology and the schedule of topics that will be addressed at future meetings with a view to moving forward on the joint agenda of the two nations. It was also agreed that regular meetings will be held on the first Monday of each month, with the venues to alternate between either country.
The next meeting is scheduled to be held on February 3 on Dominican soil.

Reaffirmed at the meeting was the mutual interest of inviting representatives from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the European Union, the United Nations, and CARICOM to participate in the meetings as observers, who will be able to offer recommendations during the dialogue and furnish their experience on the various issues to be addressed. It was also decided to invite to the meetings representatives of business organizations from either country, who have been holding formal meetings for several months.
Both countries decided at this meeting to activate the Bilateral Joint Commission in order to follow up on agreements reached as this high-level dialogue moves forward as well as to put into effect other previously attained agreements.
A good deal of the meeting was devoted to discussions on the issue of migration. Both countries described the dialogue in this regard, which was conducted in a composed atmosphere of mutual respect, as “frank, constructive, and enlightening.”

Recognizing the sovereign right of the Dominican Republic to determine its own migration policy and rules for granting nationality, Haiti sought assurances that concrete steps will be taken to safeguard the basic rights of persons of Haitian origin. The Dominican side confirmed those assurances.

The Dominican Government also announced that the drafting of additional legislation to address all those cases not envisaged in the regularization plan will move ahead over the coming weeks.
At all events both countries concurred that the issue would not be exhausted at this meeting and would be taken up again at the next meeting.
They also agreed on the need for rules governing the situation of seasonal workers. The Dominican side announced that last week the National Council on Migration approved a program for granting visas to seasonal workers, and the Haitian side undertook to issue passports to such workers in order to complete the formalities.
Haiti presented an additional concern regarding the stipulations under Dominican migration law that require Haitian students at educational establishments in that country to return to Haiti every three months in order to renew their student visas. The Dominican delegation agreed to examine that request.

In addition, in the common interests of achieving effective, harmonious, and orderly border relations, both countries reaffirmed their interest in reorganizing and regularizing the binational markets that operate at different points on the frontier. To that end, the customs authorities of both countries will hold talks to finalize an agreement for reorganizing those markets. To that end, the Dominican Republic offered to cooperate fully with the Republic of Haiti on customs-related matters. Likewise, the collaboration offered by the European Union in that regard was noted with gratitude.
Both governments agreed to encourage trade reciprocity measures in order to enable goods to reach markets in either country without delay.
The agricultural authorities of both countries will continue to cooperate in order to exchange information and adopt appropriate measures for maintaining appropriate interinstitutional relations.
Furthermore, both countries pledged to continue examining different possibilities for improving trade and customs relations as well as to explore new agreements in those areas.
It was also decided that the environmental authorities of the two countries should increase their collaboration with the aim of bringing about a large-scale reforestation program, particularly in border areas.

Finally, the security, law enforcement, and intelligence agencies of both countries agreed on protocols to jointly combat organized crime, drug trafficking, and international criminality.

Participants in the meeting:

For the Republic of Haiti:  Laurent Lamothe, Prime Minister; Pierre-Richard Casimir, Minister of Foreign Affairs; David Bazile, Minister of the Interior and Local Authorities; Wilson Laleau, Minister of Trade; and Nesmy Manigat, advisor to the Prime Minister.

For the Dominican Republic:  Gustavo Montalvo, Minister of the Presidency; José Ramón Fadul, Minister of the Interior and Police; José del Castillo, Minister of Industry and Trade; César Pina Toribio, Legal Advisor to the Executive Branch; and José Manuel Trullols, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic and Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs.
The following attended as observers:  Verónica Guerrero, representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; Mario Caivano, representing the European Union; Peter de Clerq, representative of the UNDP; and Colin Granderson, representative of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

Done at Ouanaminthe on the seventh day of January of the year two thousand fourteen in the Spanish and French languages, both texts being equally authentic.[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL
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