- 4 -


PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAJP-3251/14 rev. 4


28 May 2014


COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish
DRAFT RESOLUTION
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS:
SUPPORT FOR THE INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND
ORGANIZATIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY WORKING TO PROMOTE AND
PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE AMERICAS
(Presented by the delegation of Mexico and co-sponsored by Uruguay)
(Approved at the meeting of the CAJP of May 27, 2014)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING all previous resolutions adopted on the subject of “Human Rights Defenders:  Support for Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas,” including resolution AG/RES. 2789 (XLIII-O/13);

RECALLING the United Nations Declaration on the Rights and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

RECALLING ALSO the commitment of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), within the framework of their domestic laws and in accordance with their international obligations, to respect, ensure, protect, and promote the fundamental rights and freedoms of human rights defenders; 


REITERATING the support of the member states for the legitimate work that human rights defenders carry out, recognizing it as an essential contribution to efforts for: 
a. the observance, promotion, and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms and the strengthening of national systems for protection of human rights and the pursuit and administration of justice;
b. ensuring adequate legal representation for persons and communities, including those that belong to groups that are most vulnerable and/or traditionally the target of discrimination, whose rights are threatened or violated;
c. the prevention of violence, the promotion of sustainable peace, security, and development, and the consolidation of democratic institutions in the Americas. 

AFFIRMING that, to be effective, national and international strategies in the above areas must pay special attention to protecting the rights of human rights defenders; 

EMPHASIZING that everyone has duties toward and within the community, in which alone the free and full development of his or her personality is possible;

REITERATING that “[e]veryone has the right, individually and in association with others, to solicit, receive and utilize resources for the express purpose of promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms through peaceful means,”
/ in accordance with domestic law consistent with the Charter of the United Nations and other international obligations of the state in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

CONCERNED that situations persist in the Americas that directly or indirectly prevent or hinder the work of individuals, groups, or organizations working to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, and jeopardize their security, personal integrity, and the exercise of all their fundamental rights and freedoms;

CONCERNED ALSO that, in some instances, measures governing national security, counterterrorism, association registration and functioning, and public security have been misused to incriminate human rights defenders or to undermine their work and safety in a manner contrary to international law; 

APPLAUDING the legislative and structural measures that some OAS member states have adopted to safeguard the lives, freedom, and personal safety of human rights defenders, helping to create a more robust system of protection in the region; and 

NOTING the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and its Office of the Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, in the promotion and protection of the fundamental rights and freedoms of human rights defenders,
RESOLVES:
1. To reiterate its support for the work carried out at both national and regional level by human rights defenders, and to recognize their valuable contribution, inter alia, to the promotion and protection of, and respect for, human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Hemisphere.
2. To emphasize that, in view of the gender-specific roles and needs of women human rights defenders, their human rights should be accorded special attention to ensure that these women are fully empowered and that their rights are protected so that the important activities they carry out are more effective.
3. To condemn actions that may prevent or hinder, whether directly or indirectly, the work of human rights defenders in the Americas.
4. To encourage human rights defenders to continue their selfless work and to contribute to the enhancement of national systems for human rights and justice and to the strengthening of democracy, in accordance with each country’s constitutional and legal framework and the principles contained in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
5. To urge member states to: 
a. Continue or initiate, as the case may be, activities to educate and disseminate information to government officials at all levels and throughout the country, to society at large, and to the media, both public and private, so as to make them aware of the importance and validity of the work of human rights defenders and their organizations; 
b. Continue stepping up their efforts to adopt necessary measures to safeguard the lives, freedom, and personal safety of human rights defenders and their families, including effective emergency protection measures in the case of imminent threat or danger that include a gender perspective;
c. Strengthen their national and subnational capacities, including through the allocation of adequate resources, to act promptly to address attacks on human rights defenders;
d. Adopt or continue to adopt, as applicable, appropriate measures, in accordance with their domestic laws and their international obligations, in order to address the question of impunity for attacks, threats, and acts of intimidation, including cases of violence against women and girls and against human rights defenders and their families, ensuring that complaints are promptly investigated and addressed in a transparent, independent, and accountable manner, and so that, in all cases of human rights violations against human rights defenders, thorough and impartial investigations and proceedings continue to be carried out, appropriate punishments are applied, and appropriate reparations are made to victims; 
e. Ensure that applicable national law–including registration where applicable under national law–concerning human rights defenders and their organizations allows their work to be carried out in a free, transparent, and open political environment and in a manner consistent with applicable international human rights and humanitarian law;
f. Harmonize their applicable domestic laws with applicable international law, in accordance with their acquired international obligations, in order to protect the work carried out by human rights defenders;
g. Ensure that human rights defenders can perform their important function in a context of peaceful demonstrations, in accordance with national legislation consistent with the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and international human rights law and, in this regard, to ensure that no one is subjected to excessive and indiscriminate use of force; arbitrary arrest; torture and/or other forms of cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment; forced disappearance; unwarranted restrictions of their rights to freedom of expression, peaceful assembly, and association; and/or abuses of process in civil or criminal proceedings, or to the threat of such acts; 
h. Promote the dissemination and implementation of the treaty and non-treaty instruments of the inter-American system and the decisions of its bodies on human rights matters, as well as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; 
i. Consider the preparation and implementation of national plans to apply the principles contained in the United Nations declaration mentioned in the preceding paragraph and the recommendations contained in the reports on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), for which purpose they may also request its advisory services and should include a gender perspective; 
j. Continue cooperating with and supporting the efforts of the IACHR and all its rapporteurships, including the Office of the Rapporteur for Human Rights Defenders 
6. To request the IACHR to:
a. Continue to give due consideration to this matter and, within the framework of the indivisibility and interdependence of human rights and its Strategic Plan 2011-2015, to strengthen all its rapporteurships, including the Office of the Rapporteur for Human Rights Defenders; and
b. Continue to intensify its dialogue and cooperation with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders,
7. To instruct the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to prepare and convene in the second half of 2014 a special meeting to exchange experiences, viewpoints, and good practices in connection with the subject matter of this resolution.
8. To include the item on the agenda of the General Assembly at its forty-sixth regular session. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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