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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY FREE THE SLAVES
TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Free The Slaves.


The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Free the Slaves in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

Free the Slaves was founded on March 2, 2000 and is part of the modern abolitionist movement. Free the Slaves’ mission is to eradicate slavery worldwide, while implementing effective anti-slavery models in partnership with local grassroots organizations such as NGO’s and other partners as well as conducting rigorous monitoring and evaluation to test their impact. 
Free the Slaves carries out programs in human trafficking hotspots such as Brazil and Haiti and its main strategy is to reduce people’s vulnerability to servitude. Free the Slaves supports vulnerable communities through education, mobilization and by increasing access to essential services. 

Free the Slaves’ long-term goal is to support a thriving and diverse global anti-slavery movement using evidence-based participatory approaches to eradicate slavery worldwide. They also spread awareness that slavery still exists through advocacy to change government policies as well as business practices.
In 2013 Free the Slaves liberated 3,127 slaves, organized 1,157 communities in six countries including Haiti and Brazil, educated over 18,460 people, trained over 1,500 government officials, and prompted the arrest of over 100 traffickers. Free the Slaves directs 82% of its funds to the strengthening capacity of grassroots organizations, government agencies, advocacy coalitions and the media to take action against slavery. Free the Slaves uses 8.6% towards fundraising and 9.6% towards administration. 

Free the Slaves implements its projects with financing from the United States Department of State, Humanity United, the Elkes Foundation, the International Justice Mission, the Harman Family Foundation, the Open Square Charitable Gift Fund, “The Woods” Charitable Foundation and the Geneva Global. 

Free the Slaves applied for registration with the OAS on April 7, 2014. 
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Free the Slaves
Address:


1320 19th St. NW Suite 600
Washington D.C., 20036
USA 
Telephone:


(202) 775-7480
Fax:



(202) 775-7485
E-mail address:


info@freetheslaves.net 
Website:


https://www.freetheslaves.net/
Executive Director:
Maurice I. Middleberg
Date of constitution:

March 2, 2000
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Free the Slaves works on eradicating slavery worldwide. The primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Providing protection from violence by focusing public attention on the dangers anti-slavery activists face.

· Researching slavery-related areas to generate new insights into, among other, slavery, childhood recovery, and supporting sustainable solutions constructive to the victims. 
· Building a diverse movement and seeking guidance from local and regional anti-slavery programs around the world by providing an open forum to share ideas and solutions through a blog and social media as well as sharing its video libraries on modern-day slavery. 
· Developing the evidence to clarify the critical actions needed to defeat slavery and using unique credibility as an advocate for public policies against slavery in the region. 
4. Identification of OAS work areas

Free the Slaves offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Support the efforts of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR) by providing information in human rights, children’s rights, women’s rights, grassroots economic development, public health and any other field related to slavery. 
· Contribute to advise Member States and Inter-American bodies to maintain relationships of cooperation and exchange with regional and world bodies whose mission is promoting and protecting human rights.
· Provide OAS member states with civil society recommendations regarding the Organization's activities and mandates, such as the General Assembly, Permanent Council meetings and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights periods of sessions, as well as the Declaration on Violence against and Exploitation of Children and Resolution AG/RES. 2828 (XLIV-O/14) Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Boys, Girls and Adolescents of Both Sexes
· Participate in special meetings held by the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights to consult and strengthen their mechanisms to protect and promote human rights.
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Board of Directors
· Articles of Incorporation 
· By-Laws
· 2013 Annual Report
· Mission Statement
· 2013 Audited Financial Statements
· List of FTS’ major public and private funders 
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