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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY MINNESOTA CITIZENS CONCERNED FOR LIFE TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life.

The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.” This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life (MCCL) is a non-profit organization founded on September 30, 1981 in Minnesota, United States of America to secure protection for human life from conception to natural death through effective education.

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life aims to secure legal protection of unborn children and their mothers, the elderly and vulnerable people through the education of their members and the public on issues such as: the unborn’s development, abortion, planned parenthood, abortion alternatives, euthanasia, health care, stem cells and cloning.
In 2014, Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life participated in high-level meetings of the World Health Assembly and conferences held on the occasion of the International Day of the Unborn Child; the 20th anniversary of the UN International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD); the 25th anniversary of the UN Convention on the Rights of the child; and the International Day of the Older Persons.

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life is composed of more than 70,000 member families and 200 affiliates in the state of Minnesota.
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life receives 92% of its funding from private individual donations, 7% from rental income and 1% from investments.

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life submitted its application to the OAS on February 20, 2015.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life
Address:
4249 Nicollet Ave 

Minneapolis, MN 55409
Telephone:


+1 (612) 825-6831
Fax:



+1 (612) 825-5527

E-mail address:


Information@mccl.org
Website:


www.mccl.org
Executive Director:
Scott Fischbach
Date of constitution:

September 30, 1981
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life works to secure protection of human life from conception to natural death. Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life’s primary areas of activity and contributions of the organization that could be of interest to the OAS include:

· Fostering and promoting respect for human life through educational programs for the general public focused on human rights, maternal mortality, accessible and adequate health care, among others topics;
· Collaborating with civil society organizations in promoting and defending the rights of persons with disabilities and older persons;

· Elaborating educational materials regarding support for maternal health, nutrition, and safety.
4. Identification of OAS work areas

Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Providing the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as well as the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women, the Rapporteurship on the Rights of the Child and the Rapporteurship on Human Rights Defenders of the Inter-American Commission on Human  Rights (IACHR) with data, analyses and background research on issues concerning the rights of the child, women’s health and maternal mortality;
· Contributing expertise and research on issues related to safeguarding the dignity, physical, mental and social well-being of older persons to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAPJ) of the Permanent Council,  in accordance with the resolution AG/RES. 2825 (XLIV-O/14) “Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons”;
5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General on February 20, 2015.
· Articles of Incorporation
· Statutes
· Mission Statement 
· Annual Report 2014
· Financial Statements for 2014 certified by Jeffrey D. Reimer, certified public accountant
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