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I. INTRODUCTION

This report focuses on the activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) during the 2014-2015 period, wherein mandates arising from the OAS General Assembly, as well as other activities assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization or requested by member state delegations, were addressed.

II. AUTHORITIES

As to the time period covered herein, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) was instated by the Permanent Council on July 23, 2014, and, as provided for in Article 28 of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, during a regular meeting on August 6, 2014, the Permanent Council elected Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the Organization of American States (OAS), to serve as Chair of the CAJP. On October 9, 2014, the CAJP elected Alberto Rodríguez, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, and Maya Soto, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, to serve as Vice Chairs. 

III. MANDATES
Pursuant to Articles 17 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP has the following duties: 

Article 17: Study topics of this nature entrusted to it by the Permanent Council. 

Article 18: Consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91(f) of the Charter. It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.

In addition, in keeping with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council agreed at its regular meeting on July 23, 2014, that within the scope of the duties of the CAJP, as established in Articles 21 and 22 of the aforementioned Rules of Procedure, the Committee would be responsible for the mandates set forth in the document "Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-forth Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (CP/doc.5061/14 rev. 1).
In order to fulfill its mandates, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs approved its 2014-2015 Work Plan (document CP/CAJP-3268/14 rev. 1) at its September 25, 2014 meeting.

The activities completed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs during the 2014-2015 period are summarized below.  

IV. ACTIVITIES PERTAINING TO IMPLEMENTATION OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY MANDATES FOR WHICH FOLLOW-UP HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE CAJP
The CAJP held 17 regular meetings and four special events (one course and three special sessions). The Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons held 19 formal meetings, two informal meetings, and one two-day meeting that included the participation of experts. The Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples held four negotiation sessions. The Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CAJP held three meetings.

A.
PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

1. Promotion of International Law:  AG/RES. 2852 (XLIV-O/14)
On April 30, 2015, the Director of the Department of International Law (DIL), Dante Negro, presented the Annual Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law to the CAJP.

Mr. Negro noted that 33 specific mandates for the Department of International Law had come out of the 2014 General Assembly. He indicated that, in addition to the DIL’s customary activities—such as the Annual Course on International Law in Rio de Janeiro—the Department is currently working on the following topics: personal data protection, arbitration, secured transactions, access to public information, private international law, racism and discrimination, indigenous peoples, afro-descendants, stateless persons, refugees, public defense and access to justice, international humanitarian law, the International Criminal Court, and older persons, among others. The DIL has incorporated the gender perspective into all its projects and activities and has formed a network of contacts of more than 2,000 individuals—including academicians, experts, and permanent missions—which has enabled greater dissemination of the DIL’s efforts and widespread participation in its activities by different sectors. 

The Annual Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law is available at the following link:  CP/CAJP/INF-259/15.

The Committee took note of the aforementioned report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

2. Strengthening the Activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators: AG/RES. 2853 (XLIV-O/14)

At its September 25, 2014 meeting, the CAJP followed up on the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2853 (XLIV-O/14) “Strengthening the Activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.” For purposes of informing the Committee about the activities of and progress made under the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators, the Program’s Coordinator, Pedro Vuskovic Céspedes, gave a presentation.

Mr. Vuskovic highlighted the fact that the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators is an OAS cooperation mechanism that supports judicial leaders in establishing national services for judicial facilitators, thereby providing institutional backing. The Program helps to replace a culture of confrontation and impunity with one of peace and legality. In addition, it constitutes a crosscutting component for the strategic pillars of the OAS and helps to make administration of justice more efficient and to promote development with equity.

The delegations thanked the Coordinator of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators for his presentation and emphasized the efforts being undertaken in the member states, as well as their importance for democracy, for the OAS’s approach to the basic needs of the population, access to justice, development of the pillars of the OAS, strengthening human rights, and resolution of local disputes.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3271_09-25-2014.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link:  CP/CAJP/SA-556/14.

The Committee took note of the aforementioned report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

3. Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law: AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13)

On September 25, 2014, the Committee followed up on operative paragraph 9 of resolution AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13) “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law,” which asks “the General Secretariat to identify, in conjunction with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), mechanisms for promoting the participation of national committees on international humanitarian law in the activities of the Organization of American States, and to present specific proposals to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), before the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly.”

Accordingly, the Department of International Law presented the CAJP with the document “Mechanisms to Promote the Participation of National Committees on International Humanitarian Law in the Activities of the Organization of American States,” CP/CAJP-3267/14.

A number of delegations thanked the Department of International Law for its presentation, underscoring its joint work with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and indicated that they would make the appropriate queries thereon.  

The Department of International Law said that it was an ongoing process and that the document in question was a draft to enable the delegations to discuss the various options and establish a way for national committees to participate. It noted that some 17 to 19 countries had set up national committees.

The Chair of the CAJP invited the delegations to refer the document to their governments for consultation.

An audio recording of the session is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3271_09-25-2014.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-556/14.

The Committee took note of the DIL’s presentation and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

B.
OAS ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF WHICH ARE CONSIDERED IN THE CAJP

As set forth in Article 91(f) of the OAS Charter, it is the duty of the Permanent Council “to consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of the specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.”


Pursuant to Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP “shall consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91(f) of the Charter. It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.”

1.
Annual reports of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Inter-American Juridical Committee, and Justice Studies Center of the Americas: AG/RES. 2849 (XLIV-O/14)
a.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights
On March 26, 2015, the President of the Court, Judge Humberto Antonio Sierra Porto, presented the CAJP with the 2014 Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (CP/doc.5101/15). 

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3299_03-26-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link:  CP/CAJP/SA-567/15.

The Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the Forty-Fifth Regular Session of the General Assembly is available at the following link: CP/doc.5101/15.



The accompanying report with member states’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Court, which also provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations submitted in writing by the member states as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the March 26, 2015 meeting of the CAJP, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3316/15.

The CAJP took note of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

b.
Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

On December 4, 2014, the Committee heard a presentation given by David P. Stewart, member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (IJC), on the “Draft Model Law on the Simplified Stock Corporation” (CP/CAJP/INF-241/14). The Committee also heard a presentation by Colombia’s Superintendent of Corporations, Mr. Francisco Reyes (CP/CAJP/INF-248/14). The Chair emphasized that the Committee had taken note of the Inter-American Juridical Committee report entitled “Draft Model Law on the Simplified Stock Corporation,” whereby the mandate assigned to the CAJP by the General Assembly was completed.

On February 5, 2015, David P. Stewart, a member of the IJC, presented the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/doc.5094/15) to the CAJP. Among other things, he underscored the importance of promoting model laws on cultural goods and on simplified stock corporations.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3289_02-05-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA.561/15
On May 7, the CAJP considered the matter of “Model laws presented by the Inter-American Juridical Committee.” At that time, a number of options having to do with the course to pursue regarding this topic were examined and an agreement was reached to once again include the matter on the Committee’s agenda in a future meeting. The subject was discussed again at the May 8 meeting and a determination was made that this Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs would reflect the fact that the Committee had taken note of the following reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee: CJI/doc.380/11 corr.1, “Recommendations on the Proposed Model Act on the Simplified Stock Corporation;” and CJI/doc.474/15 rev.2, “Privacy and Personal Data Protection,” and would recommend that the CJI promote both the content of the model law and the principles contained in the document on personal data protection among the OAS member states.

The accompanying report with member states’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, which also provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations submitted in writing by the member states as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the February 5, 2015 meeting of the CAJP, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3318/15.

The CAJP took note of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

c.
Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

On May 7, 2015, the President of the IACHR, Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine, presented the 2014 Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (CP/doc.5110/15) to the CAJP. 

The accompanying report with member states’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the IACHR, which also provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations submitted in writing by the member states, as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the May 7, 2015 meeting of the CAJP, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3315/15.

The CAJP took note of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

d.
Observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas

On April 30, 2015, the CAJP received the 2014 Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA), document CP/doc.5104/15, from the Executive Secretary of the CEJA, Jaime Arellano.

The accompanying report with member states’ observations and recommendations to the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, which also provides a summary of the remarks from the floor, as well as a link to the audio recording of the April 30, 2015 meeting of the CAJP, was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3317/15.

The CAJP took note of the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

C.
INTER-AMERICAN INSTRUMENTS, MECHANISMS, AND PROGRAMS UNDER THE PURVIEW OF THE CAJP

1. Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons: AG/RES. 2825 (XLIV-O/14)

In fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2825 (XLIV-O/14) “Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons,” the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) installed the Working Group on September 25, 2014. At its October 17, 2014 meeting, the CAJP elected Rodrigo Olsen, Alternate Representative of Chile to the OAS, to serve as Chair of the Working Group. Thereafter, during a meeting on October 24, 2014, the Working Group elected Iván Chanis, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, to serve as First Vice Chair, and Ardelle Sabido, Alternate Representative of Belize to the OAS, to serve as Second Vice Chair. Subsequently, on April 1, 2015, First Vice Chair Iván Chanis, Alternate Representative of Panama, took over as Chair, and Ardelle Sabido, Alternate Representative of Belize, took over as Vice Chair.

During the 2014-2015 period, the Working Group held 19 formal meetings, two informal meetings, and one two-day meeting that included the participation of 11 experts, national representatives from academia and civil society, and regional, international, and United Nations agencies, in particular the Pan American Health Organization.
On April 30, 2015, an oral report was given to the CAJP on the activities of the Working Group on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons and the Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons was put to the consideration of the Committee. At that time, the Committee took note of the report and asked the Working Group to finalize negotiations on the pending articles; once finished, the matter would be taken up again in the CAJP.
On May 7, 2015, the Committee considered and approved the draft resolution on the Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons, document CP/CAJP-3309/15.
The Working Group’s written report may be found in document CAJP/GT/DHPM-170/15 rev. 1.

2. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and its Technical Secretariat: AG/RES. 2854 (XLIV-O/14)


On April 24, 2015, the CAJP followed up on the mandates from AG/RES. 2854 (XLIV-O/14) of the General Assembly, “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and its Technical Secretariat.” Accordingly, the Committee received a report from the Director of the Department of Social Inclusion, Betilde Muñoz (CP/CAJP/INF-263/15).

The Department noted that, thus far, the Convention has been ratified by 22 countries, 18 of which have submitted their first follow-up reports on implementation thereof. The Department is conducting a study on the legal capacity of persons with disabilities and is compiling best practices on the subject, as well as providing technical support. The Department is working with the Inter-American [sic] Telethons Organization to promote the advertising spot “Movamos los Límites” [Let’s Push the Limits].

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link:

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3305_04-24-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-568/15.

The Committee took note of the aforementioned report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

3. Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas: AG/RES. 2844 (XLIV-O/14)

On April 24, 2015, the CAJP followed up on the mandate AG/RES. 2844 (XLIV-O/14) of the General Assembly, “Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.” Accordingly, the Committee received a report from the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation, Jorge García González.

The Department has focused its efforts on access to justice and legal cooperation in criminal matters, having consolidated a hemispheric network for the development of inter-American legal instruments. The Department is currently working on cybercrime prevention and to do so is training justice operators, among other actors. It is likewise working to draw up additional protocols to the “Inter-American Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters,” and is preparing a binding legal document on extraditions. The delegations thanked the Director for his presentation and commended the Department he leads on its work.

The Committee took note of the report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link:

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3305_04-24-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-568/15.
The Committee took note of the aforementioned report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

4. Adoption of the Follow-Up Mechanism for Implementation of the Protocol of San Salvador:  AG/RES. 2823 (XLIV-O/14)

On February 26, 2015, the CAJP followed up on the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2823 (XLIV-O/14), and with the first period of sessions of the Working Group to examine the national reports envisioned in the Protocol of San Salvador having been held, members of the Group reported to the CAJP on progress made:  IACHR Commissioner Paulo Vannuchi; Brazil’s government expert and member of the Working Group, Flavia Piovesan; and the Working Group’s independent expert, Laura Pautassi. A number of different delegations expressed thanks for the presentations and commended the presenters; at the same time they asked questions about the presentation of the reports and expressed their willingness to forward such reports to the Working Group.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link:

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3290_02-26-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-563/15.

The Commission took note of the aforementioned report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

5. Assistance to Member States:  Effective Public Management Strengthening and Innovation Initiative in the Americas: AG/RES. 2838 (XLIV-O/14)

On February 5, 2015, the Director of the Department for Effective Public Management of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, María Fernanda Trigo, continued the presentation she had begun on November 13, 2014 (CP/CAJP/INF-242/14). She reviewed some of the most salient activities her Department has engaged in in recent months, among them, implementation of the Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management (MECIGEP), the Second Edition of the Inter-American Prize for Innovation in Effective Public Management, the Bank of Innovative Experiences in Effective Public Management, and the Public Policies Observatory of the Americas.
The delegations expressed thanks for the DEPM’s report and shared the experiences they had had with the activities being carried out by the Department and the financing thereof, emphasizing initiatives like the MECIGEP and the Public Policies Observatory of the Americas. The informal consultations held during the recent round in Paraguay were acknowledged; states were urged to hold workshops and share experiences; national experiences were highlighted—such as the “Plan Cuadrantes” [Quadrants Plan] and “Uruguay Concursa” [Uruguay Competes Program] in the case of police management; support for horizontal cooperation initiatives was reiterated; and the fact that effective public management could empower citizens was underscored. A number of delegations highlighted and commended the work being done by the Department of Effective Public Management.

The Committee took note of the aforementioned report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3289_02-05-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link:  CP/CAJP/SA-561/15.

6. Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Fight Corruption:  AG/RES. 2848 (XLIV-O/14)

On April 24, 2015, the CAJP followed up on the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2848 (XLIV-O/14) of the General Assembly, “Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Fight Corruption.” Accordingly, the Committee received a report from the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation, Jorge García González.

The Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation presented to the CAJP the Report on the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), which is an evaluation among peers—states—on implementation of the Convention. This Mechanism seeks to enhance horizontal cooperation among the states. Currently, progress is being made in two major areas:  first, the private sector’s responsibility in combating corruption, and second, non-criminal international cooperation in the fight against corruption. At the most recent meeting of the Committee of Experts, the Hemispheric Report was adopted and it has since been distributed to the delegations. The delegations expressed thanks for the presentation of the report and underscored that MESICIC is an effective and consolidated mechanism that should serve as a model for other mechanisms in the Organization.

The Committee took note of the aforementioned report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link:

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3305_04-24-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-568/15.

7. Follow-Up to the Inter-American Program for Universal Civil Registry and the “Right to Identity”: AG/RES. 2843 (XLIV-O/14)

At the end of the period covered by this report, the mandates assigned to the CAJP and not yet fulfilled remain in effect.

8. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: AG/RES. 2867 (XLIV-O/14)

In keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2867 (XLIV-O/14) “Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” the Committee instated the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples on September 25, 2014. On October 17, 2014, the Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Diego Pary, was elected to serve as Chair of the Working Group.

The Informal Working Group was instated on December 16, 2014, and held four negotiation meetings:  the Fifteenth, from February 9 to 11; the Sixteenth, from March 9 to 11; the Seventeenth, from April 22 to 24; and the Eighteenth, from May 13 to 15 of this year.

On June 4, 2015, the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples presented his oral final report before the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. He summarized the advances and activities of the Group during the 2014-2015 period and highlighted the participation of the indigenous peoples throughout the process. The Chair of the Working Group presented as an outcome of the Eighteen Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, held by the Working Group, document GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev.11, and requested for this document to be submitted to the Permanent Council.
The Chair of the CAJP thanked the presentation of the comprehensive report by Ambassador Pary Rodríguez. Costa Rica lifted its ad referendums included on articles XXVIII, numeral 1, and article XXIX, numeral 6. Venezuela lifted its ad referendums included on articles, III, IV, VI, and XXIX. Brazil noted that article 18.4 has not been approved, since it contains three ad referendums, and requested a correction in that sense in the document.
Delegations took the floor to thank Ambassador Pary for his report, as well as the support given by the Vice Chair, the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Diaz. Delegations also recognized their work as authorities of the Working Group.  10 delegations suggested that the mandates of the Working Group, set out in resolution AG/RES 2867 (XLIV-O/14), be extended, on the understanding that the draft Declaration is still open and that full consensus has not been reached on it: this was the majority position among the countries which expressed views on the issue.  Some delegations mentioned the importance of participation by Indigenous Peoples in the negotiations and the need to maintain that participation for the duration of the process. Other delegations highlighted the advances achieved by the Working Group during this period and the necessity to continue its job until its final conclusion. For the delegation of Bolivia any decision related with this Working Group has to be adopted by the Permanent Council or the General Assembly. 

The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples requested that the outcome of the Eighteen Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, be annexed to the report of the CAJP Chair to the Permanent Council. The CAJP’s Chair agreed on this proposal, noting that the annexed document (GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev.11 corr.1) would also include the paragraphs proposed by Colombia at the Eighteenth Meeting of Negotiations, as indicated in document  GT/DADIN/INF.69/15.
The CAJP approved the following proposal made by the Chair regarding this topic:

a. The CAJP takes note of the report presented by the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and acknowledges that important progress has been made in the elaboration of the draft Declaration.

b. The CAJP recommends that the mandates of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples be renewed.

c. The CAJP expects that the report of the Chairman of the CAJP to the Permanent Council shall set out the main tendencies among Member States within the CAJP on this issue.
This means that the mandates included in resolution AG/RES. 2867 (XLIV-O/14) “Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”, have not been fulfilled.
D. HUMAN RIGHTS PROMOTION AND PROTECTION

1.
Toward Autonomy for and Strengthening of Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice:  AG/RES. 2821 (XLIV-O/14)

On September 25, 2014, the Department of International Law presented to the CAJP the Draft Agenda of the Special Meeting: “Toward Autonomy for and Strengthening of Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice” (document CP/CAJP-3270/14), which was adopted by the Committee with the observations proposed by member states. 

On March 17, 2015, the special meeting on the topic “Toward Autonomy for and Strengthening of Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice” was held pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2821 (XLIV-O/14). The meeting took place in the Gabriela Mistral conference room at the OAS. 

The agenda adopted by the CAJP for this special meeting is available at the following link: CP/CAJP-3270/14 rev.3
An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/audios/2015/CP_CAJP_03-17-2015.MP3.
The presentations submitted by the speakers to be distributed to the delegations are available at the following link:  CP/CAJP/INF-258/15.

A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-564/15.

2.
Right to the Truth: AG/RES. 2822 (XLIV-O/14)

Preparations for the special meeting on the Right to the Truth were discussed at the Committee’s November 13, 2014 meeting.

The Chair reported that the Special Meeting on the Right to the Truth had been scheduled for December 11, 2014. The delegations considered the draft agenda prepared by the Mission of Argentina, which was adopted with the changes suggested by the delegations (CP/CAJP-3280/14).

A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA.559/15 corr. 1.

On December 11, 2014, the Special Meeting on the Right to the Truth was held. Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Assistant Executive Secretary of the IACHR, presented the Commission’s Report on the Right to the Truth [in the Americas]. Thereafter, Horacio Verbitsky, President of CELS (Center for Legal and Social Studies), and Juan Méndez, the UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment, addressed the Committee on the subject of the "Importance of the right to the truth for international human rights law: Background: The Argentine experience and its contribution to the right to the truth. The role of the IACHR. Other experiences in the region.” The states then discussed best practices and experiences in promoting and protecting the right to the truth. And finally, the Chair of the CAJP offered conclusions.

The Committee took note of the special meeting and the exchange of experiences and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

An audio recording of the Special Meeting is available at the following link:

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3280_12-11-2014.MP3.
A summary of the Special Meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA.   /15 

3.
Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas: AG/RES. 2826 (XLIV-O/14)

In fulfillment of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2826 (XLIV-O/14) “Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas,” the schedule of the “[Second] Course on the Essential Elements for Identifying, Protecting, Preventing, and Reducing Statelessness in the Americas” was submitted to the CAJP by the Department of International Law and approved on September 25, 2014; it is available at the following link: CP/CAJP-3269/15 rev.3
The “[Second] Course on the Essential Elements for Identifying, Protecting, Preventing, and Reducing Statelessness in the Americas” was held on February 12, 2015. The Course took place at the OAS in the Rubén Darío Conference Room. 

The topics addressed in the Course were the following: nationality as a human right and the issue of statelessness; the right to a nationality in the jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; equity and laws on nationality; preventing and reducing statelessness; the 1961 Convention [and] regulatory frameworks for determining statelessness; regional challenges with respect to statelessness and the UNHCR Global Plan to End Statelessness; the Brazil Declaration and Plan of Action; and the Latin American and Caribbean response.

An audio recording of the Course is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3269-02-12-2015.MP3.
The speakers’ presentations are available at the following link:

http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/statelessness_2_course_2015_presentations.asp.

A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link:  CP/CAJP/SA-565/15.

4.
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment: AG/RES. 2829 (XLIV-O/14)

At the meeting held on February 26, 2015, the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Emilio Álvarez Icaza, presented a report to the CAJP on the status of the mandates having to do with the Commission contained in resolution AG/RES. 2829 (XLIV-O/14) “Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.” 

The Executive Secretary of the IACHR recalled that 2014 had marked the 30th Anniversary of the United Nations Convention against Torture and in such context he stated that “democracy is not a system in which there are no violations of human rights, but rather, in a democracy, investigations are conducted.” Torture is not the same as it was in the past, but it still exists in Latin America as it is a remnant of reminiscences and legacies of an authoritarian past. Modern manifestations of torture are, for example, prison overcrowding in a regional context of prison crises or the indiscriminate use and abuse of pretrial detention. In 2014, the IACHR forwarded four out of 19 cases to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, issued four precautionary measures, published four press releases, and also held thematic hearings on Guantanamo and conducted an in loco visit to Honduras in connection with the aftereffects of a fire that broke out in a Honduran jail.

The delegations commended and thanked the IACHR Executive Secretary for the presentation of his report.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3290_02-26-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link:  CP/CAJP/SA-563/15.

5.
Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas:  AG/RES. 2839 (XLIV-O/14)

At the end of the period covered by this report, the mandates assigned to the CAJP and not yet fulfilled remain in effect.

6.
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Business: AG/RES. 2840 (XLIV-O/14)

On November 6, 2014, the Department of International Law presented the draft agenda for the special meeting on promotion and protection of human rights in business, which was adopted as document CP/CAJP-3276/14.


On January 29, 2015, the CAJP held the Special Meeting on Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Business, in keeping with the mandate contained under operative point 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2840 (XLIV-O/14) “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in Business.”

The Commission took note of the special meeting and the exchange of experiences and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

The meeting’s agenda is available at the following link: Agenda
An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3276_01-29-15.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-560/15 corr. 2.
The Department of International Law wrote a Report on the special meeting on promotion and protection of human rights in business, document CP/CAJP-3300/15. corr. 1.
In following up on this same topic, on February 5, 2015, the Committee heard a presentation by the Executive Director of the Due Process of Law Foundation, Katya Salazar, who discussed this very subject. 

7.
Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data: AG/RES. 2842 (XLIV-O/14)

The CAJP considered this matter on December 4, 2014. That day, the Committee heard a presentation by Dr. Magaly McLean, Legal Officer in the Department of International Law, about follow-up on the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2842 (XLIV-O/14). The presentation can be found at the following Link.
The Committee also heard a presentation by David P. Stewart, member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, about different ways of regulating personal data protection.

Likewise, at the March 26, 2015 meeting, the Delegation of Peru presented a proposed “Preliminary Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information,” contained in document CP/CAJP-3135/13 rev.  4. A number of delegations made comments on the document. The Chair of the Committee asked the Department of International Law to add the new observations to the document and decided to include this topic in an upcoming meeting of the CAJP. 

A summary of this meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-567/15.
An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3299_03-26-2015.MP3.
The subject was addressed once more on April 24, 2015 – the day the member states considered the proposed Preliminary Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information (CP/CAJP-3135/13 rev. 3). The document, as presented, was approved by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, with a recommendation to inform the Permanent Council thereon, which is being done via the presentation of this report.

On May 7, the Preliminary Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information was considered once again for purposes of contemplating the inclusion of a formal observation from one of the member states, which was agreed upon by the CAJP. 
8.
Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty: AG/RES. 2845 (XLIV-O/14)

At the end of the period covered by this report, the mandates assigned to the CAJP and not yet fulfilled remain in effect.

9.
Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas:  AG/RES. 2847 (XLIV-O/14)

On November 13, 2014, the Committee followed up on the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2847 (XLIV-O/14) “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas.”

The Committee heard presentations on this topic from the Department of International Law, as well as from the following national experts:  María José Morales García, Director of International Affairs and Compensation Programs, National Council for the Prevention of Discrimination; Romero Rodríguez, Director of the Ethnic Racial Unit of the Ministry of Foreign Relations of Uruguay; and Zakiya Carr Johnson, Director of the Race, Ethnicity, and Social Inclusion Unit, Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs, U.S. Department of State.

The presentations given during this meeting can be found at the following link:  Link 

The delegations shared positive experiences on the matter of social inclusion of the afro-descendant community and thanked the Department of International Law and the three experts for their presentations. The delegations confirmed that their respective governments are committed to social inclusion of afro-descendant and multi-ethnic populations. 

The Chair thanked the delegations for their participation in discussion of this subject.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3279-11-13-2014.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA.559/15 corr. 1

10.
Internally Displaced Persons: AG/RES. 2850 (XLIV-O/14)

At the end of the period covered by this report, the mandates assigned to the CAJP and not yet fulfilled remain in effect.

11.
Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas: AG/RES. 2851 (XLIV-O/14)

At the meeting held on February 26, 2015, the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Emilio Álvarez Icaza, presented a report to the CAJP on the status of the mandates having to do with the Commission contained in resolution AG/RES. 2851 (XLIV-O/14) “Human Rights Defenders:  Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas.”

The IACHR Executive Secretary stated that individuals have the right to defend human rights and that such right must be able to be exercised without hostility or persecution. He emphasized that attacks against human rights defenders constitute attacks against democracy. In 2014, the IACHR forwarded two cases to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, issued 14 precautionary measures, published 12 press releases, and held five thematic hearings.
An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3290_02-26-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link:  CP/CAJP/SA-563/15.

12.
Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression:  AG/RES. 2863 (XLIV-O/14)

At the meeting held on February 26, 2015, the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Emilio Álvarez Icaza, presented a report to the CAJP on the status of the mandates having to do with the Commission contained in resolution AG/RES. 2863 (XLIV-O/14) “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression.”

The IACHR Executive Secretary highlighted the fact that the LGBTI Unit was created in 2011 and then became the Rapporteurship on the Rights of LGBTI Persons in 2013. The primary mandates of the Rapporteurship are to prepare reports on the status of LGBTI persons in the region; examine and handle petitions and forward cases to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights; and offer advice to OAS member states for purposes of reducing impunity for violations of the rights of LGBTI individuals. In 2014, the IACHR issued 11 precautionary measures, published four press releases—one of which was published in coordination with the U.N.—and held six thematic hearings.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3290_02-26-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-563/15.


At the end of the period covered by this report, mandates assigned to the CAJP and which were unfulfilled remained in force.

13.
Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families: AG/RES. 2864 (XLIV-O/14)

At the end of the period covered by this report, the mandates assigned to the CAJP and not yet fulfilled remain in effect.

14.
The Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families: AG/RES. 2790 (XLIII-O/13)


This resolution does not include a mandate with a specific activity for the Permanent Council. That notwithstanding, the issue has been addressed in other bodies of the Organization.

15.
Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism: AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13)

At the end of the period covered by this report, the mandates assigned to the CAJP and not yet fulfilled remain in effect.

E.
OTHER TOPICS ASSIGNED TO THE CAJP DURING THIS PERIOD

1.
Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development:  AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV-O/14)

At its March 12, 2015 meeting, the Committee followed up on resolution AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV-O/14) “Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development.”

The reference document for the meeting can be found at the following link:  CP/CAJP-3285/14 corr. 1
The Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, Ambassador Juan Jiménez Mayor, gave a presentation on social conflicts stemming from investment projects and discussed some cases of this in his country and how changes in course were proposed to ensure that investments would be both successful and sustainable. The Director of the Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions of the OAS, Christopher Hernández-Roy, stated that weaknesses in social grievance systems and a lack of effective channels offered by states give way to different forms of social protest, which have an economic impact on investment projects. In order to peacefully address social conflicts, early warning systems that are institutionally anchored to the state must be in place. Vladimiro Huaroc Portocarrero, a government expert from Peru, discussed Peru’s experience in addressing social conflicts. Lloyd Lipsett, a government expert from Canada, shared the strategy used by Canada to prevent social conflicts in the case of mining companies.

The Committee addressed the subject of instruments available to help establish the prevalence of rights among private investors and communities. The delegations commended and thanked the experts for their presentations. They noted the tensions that can arise between the interests of some investment projects and the interests of local communities; they emphasized the fact that social dialogue can help to improve public policy design; they discussed social and environmental problems caused by extractive activities, particularly when such activities are carried out in territories where indigenous communities are present; they noted the importance of ongoing dialogue, the sharing of experiences, and development of national action plans in the respective countries; and they proposed the need to identify best practices in this area.  

The Chair thanked the delegations of Peru and Canada, as well as the speakers, on behalf of the Committee.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3293_03-12-2015.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA-562/15.

F.
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

1.
Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP

On March 10, 2015, the CAJP instated the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP, and on February 5, 2015, the Committee unanimously elected Minister Counselor Mayerlyn Cordero, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, to serve as Chair of the Working Group.

The Chair of the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP presented her final report to the CAJP on May 7, 2015. She noted that the Working Group had used the A, B, C, and A/B methodology to classify the mandates, which enabled it to determine that, of the CAJP’s 158 current mandates, 20 have to do with policies or policy guidelines (Type A mandates); 121 have to do with specific measures or activities that support implementation of type A mandates (Type B mandates); 16 are operational mandates of an administrative or financial nature (Type C mandates); and 1 mandate is A/B. The delegations expressed thanks for the report and stated that they were interested in finding out how the mandate prioritization methodology would be implemented. The Chair of the CAJP took note of the report, which is to be forwarded to the Permanent Council.

The Committee took note of the aforementioned report and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

The Report of the Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CAJP can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP-3308/15.

2.
Consideration of the creation of a Working Group on the International Decade for People of African Descent


Per instructions from the Permanent Council, the CAJP included “Consideration of the creation of a Working Group on the International Decade for People of African Descent” on the order of business for its April 30, 2015 meeting. At that time, the delegation of Colombia proposed to the delegations the creation of a working group that would be responsible for drawing up a plan of action for the International Decade for People of African Descent and would thus examine specific actions that may help these vulnerable groups. A number of delegations expressed interest in the initiative and requested time to consult with their capitals and to learn more about the specifics of the proposal. Some delegations noted that similar activities are currently underway in the framework of other international mechanisms and called attention to the budget implications execution of such an initiative would have for the Organization. The Chair of the CAJP took note of the delegations’ comments and asked the delegation of Colombia to work out the specifics of the proposal in a document so that the topic could be revisited in an upcoming CAJP meeting.


The matter was considered once again on May 7 and May 18. At that time, the delegation of Colombia presented a “Proposal to create a Working Group for the Preparation of a Plan of Action of the Americas for the Implementation of the International Decade for People of African Descent” (CP/CAJP/INF-262/15).  Colombia explained the proposal, noting that the background document was not the draft plan of action, but rather a collection of thoughts about subject areas that could be included in said plan; Colombia further explained that preparation of the plan would help in implementing the mandate, already established in past resolutions, on the need to mainstream the issue of people of African descent in the Organization’s programs and projects. Regarding the reference to similar activities in the context of other international mechanisms, it was noted that the OAS’ institutional system, which does not currently have these mechanisms, allows concrete action to be taken in a number of areas to benefit this population. Lastly, in relation to the costs associated with the group, Colombia reminded those at the meeting that in May 2015 one of the negotiating groups operating under the purview of the CAJP had completed its work, helping to free up resources.  It further noted that negotiation of this plan of action could be expedited as it was neither a Convention nor a Declaration.


Several delegations expressed support for the initiative, and some requested more time to review the issue. The Chair concluded that since there were doubts at that point about the mandate for the creation of a new working group because of the special circumstances of the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly, the topic would be taken up again at a future meeting of the Committee. The delegation of Colombia said it would include the topic on the CAJP agenda early in the second half of 2015.
G. OTHER TOPICS CONSIDERED BY THE CAJP

1.
Presentation by the Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO)


On November 6, 2014, Gerardo de Icaza Hernández, Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, gave a presentation to the Committee.

The text of the DECO Director’s presentation is available at the following link:  Link

The delegations thanked the Director of the DECO for his detailed presentation and for having shared information on the work done by his Department with the Committee, which, in the opinion of several delegations, is one of the primary and most renowned functions of the Organization.


The Chair of the CAJP thanked the Director of the DECO for his presentation. The Committee took note of the presentation and agreed to report to the Permanent Council thereon.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3277_14_11-06-2014.MP3.
A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link:  CP/CAJP/SA.    /14

2.
Prevention of Genocide and the Responsibility to Protect


On November 13, 2014, Jennifer Welsh, Special Adviser on the Responsibility to Protect, gave the CAJP a briefing on the efforts of the United Nations with respect to the prevention of genocide and the responsibility to protect.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3279-11-13-2014.MP3.

A summary of the meeting can be found at the following link: CP/CAJP/SA.559/15 corr. 1

H. PROCEDURES FOR THE PRESENTATION AND NEGOTIATION BY THE CAJP OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE FORTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

At its April 30 and May 7 meetings, the Committee discussed the topic of “Procedures for the Presentation and Negotiation by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of Draft Resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its Forty-Fifth Regular Session.” 

At its meeting on April 30, the Committee agreed that the guidelines issued by the Permanent Council were to be followed when it came to procedures for the presentation and negotiation by the CAJP of draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly.

At the May 7 meeting, the Chair of the Committee recalled that on April 29, 2015, the Permanent Council had considered the subject of draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session and that on May 4, the Committee Chairs met with the Chair of the Permanent Council to discuss this matter. He further recalled that on May 6, the Chair of the CAJP had received a letter from the Chair of the Permanent Council containing a summary of the agreements reached thus far with respect to procedures for updating the mandates to be submitted to the General Assembly. 

First, the Permanent Council shall present and consider a draft resolution that reaffirms those mandates that continue to be current and empowers the Council to review those aspects of prior resolutions that warrant revision. The aforementioned draft resolution would strictly adhere to the following:

· Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly in previous sessions shall remain in effect unless expressed otherwise in a specific resolution, or the mandates have been completed or have expired. 

· The Permanent Council and General Secretariat are therefore instructed to continue working on implementation of the relevant mandates.

· The committees of the Permanent Council and CIDI are instructed to present, for approval by the Permanent Council, a schedule of meetings and activities, including notices of forums and meetings established under current international instruments and conventions, as well as in resolutions adopted by the General Assembly.

Secondly, the delegations shall present resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly during it next regular session only in the cases below:

· Draft resolutions considered essential for institutional continuity;

· Draft resolutions needed by the new administration for implementation of its work plan;

· Draft resolutions for adopting conventions, plans of action, and declarations that have already been negotiated and are closed;

Thirdly, in keeping with such agreements: 

· May 15 is the agreed upon deadline for delegations to present draft resolutions to the committees and to CIDI; 

· All committees and CIDI shall wrap up their work on May 22, and on that same date, they are to forward to the Permanent Council the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly; and 

· Open draft resolutions are not to be referred to the General Committee of the General Assembly.

In view of the foregoing, the Committee decided that the following draft resolutions would be submitted to the Permanent Council:

a. Draft Inter-American Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons (in the event that it has been fully approved by the CAJP)

b. Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (in the event that it has been fully approved by the CAJP)

The foregoing, with the understanding that the Permanent Council shall submit to the General Assembly a draft resolution that reaffirms all CAJP mandates that are currently in effect.

V.
RECOMMENDATIONS

A. TO THE PERMANENT COUNCIL 

1. To extend the term of all non-expired mandates that have been approved by the General Assembly and are contained in the resolutions assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, on the understanding that the reservations lodged by member states – and already included – will remain in effect.

2. To take note of the annual reports, and the observations and recommendations made by member states to the annual reports of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, and forward them to those bodies.

3. To take note of the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee: CJI/doc.380/11 corr. 1 “Recommendations on the Proposed Model Act on the Simplified Stock Corporation;” and CJI/doc.474/15 rev. 2 “Privacy and Personal Data Protection,” and ask the CJI to promote both the content of the model law and the principles contained in the document on personal data protection among the OAS member states.

4. To adopt the draft resolution on the Inter-American Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons (CP/CAJP-3309/15), attached hereto, with the footnotes included by some Member States.

5. To extend the term of the mandates of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, included in resolution AG/RES. 2867 (XLIV-O/14).
6. Take note of the CAJP’s approval of the Preliminary Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information.
B. FOLLOW-UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF MANDATES

We recommend continuing to organize the work of the CAJP in such a way as to review the work performed by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS (especially those under the General Secretariat) on an ongoing basis, with a view to ensuring proper follow-up to implementation of the mandates of the General Assembly. In this regard, it is important for the CAJP to adhere to standards for the presentation of reports, such as indicating the origin of the mandate, what work has been completed or is ongoing, and pending mandates (and obstacles standing in the way of full implementation of the mandate). This type of information, submitted as a matter of routine procedure to the CAJP, would help to keep most delegations better informed when the time comes to consider the introduction of mandates during negotiations on the accompanying draft resolution.

Additionally, we recommend that short reports be prepared and distributed at least one week in advance of the scheduled date of each presentation. These short reports should provide specific data and also refer the reader to additional information on each topic on the web page of the area reporting to the CAJP. This format would allow delegations to properly read available materials and receive instructions from their capitals in advance and, thereby, make the dialogue at this forum more productive.

C. ANNUAL REPORTS

We recommend establishing March 31 of each year as the deadline for the submission of the annual reports of the organs whose observations and recommendations are entrusted to the CAJP.

D. NEGOTIATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

We recommend establishing March 1 to April 30 of each year as the period for negotiating draft resolutions for the General Assembly, with a view to better coordinating the political and technical facets involved in resolution preparation.

E. WORKING GROUPS

We recommend instating CAJP Working Groups pursuant to General Assembly or Permanent Council mandates and assigning their mandates with a deadline for delivery of their reports of no later than March 31 of each year.

F. FINAL RECOMMENDATION

This report and annex pertaining to the draft resolutions negotiated in the framework of the CAJP is a response to the mandates assigned to it by the Permanent Council on July 23, 2014 or to the fact that delegations have deemed it appropriate to bring new topics to the consideration of this body. Consequently, the report and annex reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with regard to future actions to be conducted, coordinated, or followed up on by the CAJP and, therefore, we recommend that they be forwarded to the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly.

VI. SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL SUPPORT TO THE CAJP
The CAJP Chair wishes to express his sincere gratitude and recognition to the technical areas of the General Secretariat that supported the Committee’s work, especially the Secretary of the CAJP during this period, Leonardo Rojas, the Secretaries of the CAJP Working Groups, Amparo Trujillo and Georgina Mayorga, and the support staff of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council; the Director of the Department of International Law (Secretariat for Legal Affairs), Dante Negro, as well as the staff of that Department who supported the work of the CAJP. We also recognize the invaluable contributions of other areas, such as the Executive Secretariats of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Department of Legal Cooperation, the Department of Social Inclusion, the Department for Effective Public Management, the CEJA Secretariat, as well as the UNHCR and the International Committee of the Red Cross for their support in carrying out special events.

Stephen Vasciannie

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Jamaica 
to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
ANNEX

Draft resolution on the Inter-American Convention on the Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons 

· CP/CAJP-3309/15 rev.4
Eighteenth meeting of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus, (Washington, D.C. – May 11 - 15, 2015). Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Outcome of the Eighteen Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, held by the Working Group) [Updated upon the conclusion of the Eighteenth Meeting of Negotiations]
· GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev.11 corr.1
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