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XX INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF
OEA/Ser.K/XII.20.1
MINISTERS OF LABOR (IACML)
CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.25/17

December 7 and 8, 2017
20 December 2017

Bridgetown, Barbados
Original: Spanish 
REPORT ON THE MEETING OF THE PERMANENT TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON LABOR MATTERS (COTPAL)
The Permanent Technical Committee on Labor Matters (COTPAL) met on December 7, 2017 in Bridgetown, Barbados within the framework of the Twentieth Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.
The Meeting was chaired, on behalf of the Chair of the XIX IACML, by Ms. Yéssica María Calvario, Deputy Coordinator of International Labor Policy and Manager of the International Affairs Unit at the Ministry of Labor and Social Security of Mexico. 
I. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
The Chair welcomed participants and thanked the Government of Barbados for organizing the XX IACML. She announced that 12 delegations were present so that the Meeting could begin and could adopt its draft agenda, but that there was not yet a quorum for taking decisions. She said that the idea was to review and move toward agreements on the topics envisaged in the agenda, which would then be referred for consideration to the Preparatory Session of the XX IACML. 
The Draft Agenda (CIDI/TRABAJO.doc.13/17) was considered and adopted without amendments.
II. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS BY MARYSE ROBERT, DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION, AND EMPLOYMENT OF SEDI/OAS
Ms. Maryse Robert thanked the Government of Barbados and especially its Minister of Labour for their hospitality and for organizing the XX IACML and the Government of Mexico for its leadership and vision over the past few years as Chair of the XIX. She congratulated all the countries on their commitment and their efforts to reach the areas of regional consensus reflected in the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of Bridgetown. She pointed out that, for the OAS, employment had to be at the heart of social and economic policies and that it was vital for strengthening democratic governments and enhancing the well-being of all the region’s citizens. She welcomed the topics chosen for this XX IACML and underscored that they are core issues in the world of work, as well as being crucial for achieving the OAS objective of “More Rights for More People.” Finally, she assured participants that the OAS would continue to strive to realize those objectives and to support the agreements reached at this Conference.
III. REVIEW OF THE DRAFT DECLARATION AND DRAFT PLAN OF ACTION OF BRIDGETOWN
The Director of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment of the OAS, Maryse Robert, gave a brief account of the preparatory process that had included a virtual consultation forum and two face-to-face meetings. She said that at the Second Preparatory Meeting the delegations had reached consensus on the Draft Declaration and Draft Plan of Action of Bridgetown, with two exceptions – the delegation of Nicaragua and the delegation of the United States, for which the Draft Declaration remained ad referendum (TRABAJO/RTP/doc.6/17 Corr.1). She also announced that on October 16 the delegation of Nicaragua had informed the OAS Secretariat that it had lifted its ad referendum and that on November 27 the delegation of the United States had reported that it maintained its ad referendum and was sending some adjustments to the language of paragraphs 3, 9, and 25 for the delegations to consider. The proposed text was distributed as document CIDI/TRABAJO/INF.10/17.
During the COTPAL meeting, the delegation of the United States explained its rationale for each of the proposed changes and announced that, following informal meetings held in Washington D.C., it would be submitting further modifications to the aforementioned paragraphs, contained in document CIDI/TRABAJO/INF.12/17. It stressed that these new proposals sought to achieve a language of consensus that addressed the concerns raised by delegations regarding the initial proposals and said that the delegation remained open to hearing any new suggestions and comments.
The delegations of Guatemala, Brazil, and Panama took the floor to express their views regarding the changes and said that more time was needed for internal consultations. They also thanked the delegation of the United States for its readiness to work together and thereby reach agreement on the aforementioned paragraphs. The delegations also thanked the Government of Barbados for its leadership and hospitality.
No comments were made regarding the Draft Plan of Action (CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.7/17).  
Given that the meeting lacked the quorum needed to reach decisions, the Chair stressed that the new proposals for changes to the text presented by the delegation of the United States would be officially distributed and remitted for consideration by all the delegations at the Preparatory Session of the XX IACML.
IV. 
AGREEMENTS ON THE ELECTION OF THE CHAIRS (2) AND VICE CHAIRS (4) OF THE WORKING GROUPS OF THE IACML, AND OF THE CHAIR OF THE XXI IACML

The Chair reported that the delegation of Ecuador had expressed interest in chairing Working Group 1 and the delegations of Brazil and Chile had expressed interest in being its Vice Chairs.
The Ecuadorian delegate reiterated his country’s interest in chairing Working Group 1. 

As regards Working Group 2, the Chair reported that three delegations had voiced interest in assuming responsibilities as officers: Argentina as Chair and Costa Rica and Canada as Vice Chairs.
The delegate of Costa Rica said that the Ministry of Labor in her country had expressed its satisfaction at having served as an officer during the XIX IACML and its interest in continuing to serve as an officer and collaborate with implementation of IACML and RIAL activities.
Finally, the Chair reminded the delegations present that the officers (Chairs and Vice Chairs) of the Working Group were responsible, together with the Troika, for meeting early in 2018 to plan and establish the work schedule for the Conference. She invited all delegations to play an active part in all activities and reminded them that all were responsible for contributing to the work of the IACML.
V.
OTHER BUSINESS
The Chair thanked the delegations; said that she would be reporting on the session to the Preparatory Session of the IACML; and, there being no further matters to discuss, declared the session adjourned.
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