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REPORT OF THE JOINT MEETINGS OF THE 
TRADE UNION TECHNICAL ADVISORY COUNCIL (COSATE) AND THE 
BUSINESS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON LABOR MATTERS (CEATAL)
The Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL) held a joint meeting on December 7, 2017, at 11:30 a.m., in the framework of the XX Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML). Subsequently, they held a special meeting with the Ministers of Labor.
A brief account of those two meetings is provided below.

JOINT MEETING OF COSATE AND CEATAL
Maryse Robert, Director, OAS Department of Human Development, Education, and Employment, who moderated the meeting, welcomed those in attendance and congratulated the elected officers of COSATE and CEATAL.  She emphasized that participation in the IACML by workers and employers was one of the strengths of that process and contributed to progress with commitments that benefited the region’s workers.  She applauded the adoption of joint declarations of COSATE and CEATAL at earlier conferences, considering that they attested to workers’ and employers’ commitment and intent to reach consensus, and anticipated that this Conference would achieve a joint declaration as well.
José Manuel Salazar, Director of the International Labour Organization's (ILO) Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, greeted those in attendance and emphasized the high relevance of the matters that would be addressed at the XX IACML.  He noted that this Conference was taking place at a historic time, since the picture for the region was bleak following the economic slowdown of recent years that had had devastating effects on the labor market. The current situation was an important lesson:  more of the same would not lead to a brighter future for labor.  He indicated that much of the response would lie in policy rather than the economy:  how rather than what was to be done.  In that regard, social dialogue was fundamental.  Accordingly, he indicated, there should be stronger tripartite governance of the world of work, and that social dialogue should not be confined to the traditional areas (wages, etc.), but should instead address other key issues such as the informal economy and productive development.  He indicated that tripartism should be mobilized more aggressively to achieve a better future for production, essential if decent work were to be achieved, problems identified, and solutions proposed. He concluded by indicating the priority the region should accord and the ILO was according to overcoming inequality, and emphasized the important role of trade unions and business associations to that end.
Marta Pujadas, President of COSATE, greeted the delegates, congratulated the elected officers of COSATE, and thanked TUCA and the OAS for their support. She again took up the remarks by the ILO Director, indicating that the labor situation had become more difficult and different legislative reforms were infringing on workers’ rights.  She noted that a thematic area of the Development Platform of the Americas (PLADA), roadmap of the trade union movement, was social dialogue, and reaffirmed the commitment to it.  She referred to the recent trade union meeting in the Vatican, which had confirmed that the current globalization model had been detrimental to workers.  She reiterated the call by labor for universalization of justice and labor’s defense of dignity and fundamental rights.  She emphasized the importance of the joint declaration with CEATAL, not only as an indication of consensus, but because of its highly relevant content in addressing existing challenges.

John Craig, representing the President of CEATAL, Daniel Funes, congratulated the new officers and thanked the organizers.  He noted that CEATAL brought together the region’s main business associations and, to that extent, represented thousands of small, medium, and large-sized enterprises.  He indicated that regional social dialogue had been strengthened by the IACML, especially since 2009, when COSATE and CEATAL had been designated consultative organs, not only strengthening their role in the Conference, but also making necessary greater coordination between them.  He pointed to the active participation by these bodies in the OAS General Assembly sessions and in all IACML activities.
Victoria Giulietti, representing the Coordinator of CEATAL, noted that the joint declaration referred to essential current issues, such as globalization and challenges for the future of labor, and called for comprehensive strategies and legal frameworks that addressed challenges and maximized opportunities.  She joined in the call by the ILO Regional Director to strengthen social dialogue, essential in addressing the future of labor.  

Marta Pujadas, President of COSATE, referred to the major challenges of youth employment and the urgency of addressing them.  She noted that the joint declaration focused on the fundamental role of education in addressing the changes imposed by technology and in providing tools so that everyone had access to the same opportunities.  She mentioned that in this new context, it was even more important for the State, through public policy, to protect workers’ rights.

Juan José Fraschini, of CEATAL, emphasized the importance for workers and employers of the achievement a joint declaration on topics of such importance to the region.

Antonio Lisboa, Vice President of COSATE, also emphasized the importance of the joint declaration and considered it a path to and demonstration of good global governance. He considered this a crucial historical time, when technology was advancing and global governance retreating, and mentioned that that it was incumbent upon global governance to develop solutions.  The current juncture posed challenges for governments, workers, employers, and international organizations in ensuring that technological advances were beneficial, not detrimental, to humankind.

Maryse Robert closed the meeting by applauding the joint declaration and inviting those in attendance to the Meeting of Ministers to be held in the afternoon. 
Meeting of Ministers of Labor with members of COSATE and CEATAL

The Meeting of Ministers and members of COSATE and CEATAL was held on December 7, 2017, at 2:45 p.m.  
The delegate of Mexico, Yessica Calvario, representing the Chair of the XIX IACML, welcomed those present and gave the floor to Minister Esther Byer-Suckoo, of Barbados, for her to preside over the meeting in her country's capacity as host of the XX IACML.
Minister Byer-Suckoo greeted those present, noted that COSATE and CEATAL were fundamental bodies of this Conference, and applauded the holding of this dialogue.  She submitted the agenda to the delegations for their consideration.  It was unanimously adopted.  
The President of COSATE, Marta Pujadas, again took up consideration of the content of the Declaration of COSATE (CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.21/17), and began her remarks by referring to the current situation of the labor market, where great job insecurity and numerous challenges were evident, such as youth unemployment and the informal economy, which had been exacerbated by changes stemming from increased use of technology. She pointed to the systematic denial in recent years of the right to decent work, and reiterated that workers were key actors in building equitable and just societies founded on work.  She indicated that equitable and just globalization was at risk and criticized the excessive financial sector deregulation. She indicated that it was the real economy that revitalized employment and that subservience to finance capital should be combated.  She indicated that the trade union movement believed in a development model based on rights, social inclusion, and social justice.  She mentioned the trade union movement valued this IACML as a preferred OAS forum for reaching consensus on actions, pointed to the joint declaration with CEATAL (CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.18/17), the aim of which was the harmonization of the new technologies with inclusive development, and emphasized the central role of education.  She concluded by indicating that funding was needed from the IACML to ensure participation by social actors, emphasizing that tripartite dialogue had to ensure universal social justice.
Representing the President of CEATAL, Sheena Mayers-Granville, of Barbados, took the floor to address the plenary.  She indicated that tripartite dialogue had been strengthened in the OAS, not only by making COSATE and CEATAL consultative organs in 2009, but also through their ongoing participation in OAS General Assembly sessions.  She noted that the Declaration of Bridgetown 2017 incorporated the promotion of productive, competitive, and sustainable enterprises and that it contained a commitment to create an enabling environment for their development.  She presented the Declaration of CEATAL (CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.20/17) as a contribution by the business sector to the IACML, and noted its considerations on the new world of work. She indicated that the new technologies had impacted production and labor, and that debate in the region on their implications for employment was complex and wide-ranging.  Each country would confront these challenges differently, depending on its level of development.  She indicated that the fourth industrial revolution could help the region maximize its potential.  Accordingly, CEATAL called on the ministries of labor to design sound regulatory frameworks and create policies conducive to sustainable enterprises, strengthen education systems, change the paradigm for education and training so that they addressed industry's needs, and promote entrepreneurship.  She expressed appreciation for the technical assistance of the International Organisation of Employers, the OAS, and the ILO.
Minister Byer-Suckoo expressed appreciation for the presentations and opened the dialogue with the ministers of labor.
The delegate of Mexico, Yessica Calvario, noted the importance of social dialogue in proposing solutions to the challenges of the future of labor.  She expressed appreciation for the joint declaration and indicated that it took special note of the recommendations, which she hoped would serve as guidance for national decisions.
The Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, Steadroy Benjamin, asked the delegate of COSATE about the characteristics of the social inclusion model promoted by the trade union movement.
The President of COSATE indicated that social inclusion models included differentiated measures for different groups in accordance with their characteristics and needs.  They were designed to enable all societal groups to enjoy the same benefits, such as formal work and social protection.  She indicated that they were designed to include all of us, leave no one out, but with balance.
The delegate of Barbados, Yolande Howard, again took up the proposal regarding education and indicated that it should be strengthened, especially technical education.  She indicated that, to that end, private sector participation and commitment were needed.  The private sector should provide information on its skill requirements and be a true partner of job training systems so that they could respond effectively to those requirements.
The Vice Minister of Guatemala, Gabriel Aguilar, referred to ILO Convention 175 on part-time work, ratified in the Hemisphere only by Guatemala and Guyana, and indicated that they were encountering difficulties in implementing it.  He consulted the social actors in that regard.
The delegate of CEATAL, Juan José Fraschini, concurred with the proposal by the delegate of Barbados. He indicated that there should be close linkage between training and business needs, and that to that end, participation by the business sector was fundamental. He indicated that employment policies should promote inclusion and therefore should address the most vulnerable sectors. Regarding Convention 175, he indicated that it not been a subject of discussion in CEATAL.
The Minister of Panama, Luis Ernesto Carles, applauded and indicated support for the joint declaration, and concurred with the call to address the youth employment situation as a matter of urgency. He emphasized the need to strengthen vocational guidance to enable youth to make better decisions regarding their professional future.  He also indicated that the large gap in wages for young people entering the job market and other workers should be reduced.
The delegate of United States, Mark Mittelhauser, agreed with the delegate of Barbados regarding the need for information on productive sector requirements as guidance for professional training.  To that end, participation by social actors was fundamental.  He referred to child labor as a major challenge and recognized the leadership of Argentina in the organization of the Global Conference. He applauded the joint declaration, which he considered highly useful because it identified specific action areas, and asked whether COSATE and CEATAL proposed any specific actions to the IACML.
The President of COSATE explained that the approach of the joint declaration was to address how the world of work would position itself in the context of the new technologies, and the primary response was education.  She pointed to recent IACML actions to achieve greater inter-sectoral coordination between education and labor, and called for efforts to continue in that direction, emphasizing the importance of improving education and its linkage with the world of work.  Regarding the remarks by the Vice Minister of Guatemala, she indicated that Convention 175 and protection of part-time workers were of high importance to the trade union movement.

The delegate of CEATAL, Victoria Giuleteti, supported the proposal by the President of CEATAL and emphasized that the IACML should continue working on the linkage between the labor and education areas in order to strengthen education and ongoing training and ensure that educational content was geared to productive sector demands. 

The delegate of CEATAL, Juan José Fraschini, mentioned the investment agreement recently concluded by the Government of Uruguay and a German company for the construction of a pulp mill.  This agreement had included a clause on human resources training, which would ensure employment for inhabitants of the area where the mill would be built.
The delegate of CEATAL, Chris Joseph, commented that the hurricane that had struck his country, Dominica, a few months prior, had forced them to rethink the way they did business and to ensure sustainability. He thanked the governments that had provided assistance following the hurricane and commented on paragraph 5 of the joint declaration.
The Minister of Barbados expressed its solidarity with Dominica and indicated support for the remarks by the delegate regarding the need to incorporate resilience-related aspects in development policies. She gave the floor to the OAS for the closing remarks.
OAS Executive Secretary for Integral Development Kim Osborne noted that the IACML constituted a unique opportunity for tripartite dialogue and thanked all actors for an open and productive discussion.  She indicated that forums such as this strengthened democratic principles and considered that social dialogue was crucial in addressing the region’s challenges, not only in the labor area.  She pointed to the 2030 Agenda and indicated that it should be the compass for all national and hemispheric efforts.  She applauded the joint declaration of COSATE and CEATAL, acknowledging that it could be difficult to reach consensus. She reiterated the OAS commitment to social dialogue and mentioned the space allotted workers and employers at the OAS General Assembly sessions and the Summits of the Americas for them to provide their inputs for discussions.
Minister Byer-Suckoo thanked all those in attendance for an active dialogue and indicated that this tripartite meeting had been the best way to open the XX IACML.  She then declared the meeting closed.
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