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A.         BACKGROUND:  

As UNESCCO has noted “for a long time, cultural industries as an economic phenomenon were not a subject of special research interest. By the end of the 1990s, results of research conducted in developed countries showed that cultural and creative industries generate a high growth rate of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or Gross Value Added (GVA) and employment; potentially they have the characteristics of a leading sector that can generate growth of the overall economy”
. Now, Cultural and Creative sectors occupy a significant place in the economies of many countries around the world, often contributing to innovation, investment, digital modernization and cultural and heritage tourism. In the European Union the Cultural and Creative Industries generate around €509 billion per year, representing 5.3% of the EU’s total GDP and employ 12 million full-time jobs -7.5% of the EU’s employment and the third largest employer sector in the EU (European Commission, 2018)
. In the two largest economies in the Americas – Brazil and the United States, the creative industries are estimated to account for over 10% of GDP; in other countries in the region, the GDP contribution of the sector is estimated to be smaller – between 2% in to 7% in Argentina, Mexico and Peru
 . 

In the Americas strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture sector is critical to many countries’ efforts to enhance culture’s contribution to sustainable development. Moreover, safeguarding and promotion of culture “contributes directly to many of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including safe and sustainable cities, decent work and economic growth, reduced inequalities, the environment, promoting gender equality and peaceful and inclusive societies”
.

The Inter-American Committee on Culture’s (CIC) Medium-Term Strategy (2018-2021) to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas adopted within the framework of the ministerial process of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) identified Enhancing the Linkages between Culture-related Sectors and the Creative Economy among four priority areas
 to be the focus of the Inter-American Committee on Culture’s work during this period – a clear recognition of the need to contribute to enhancing the capacities of OAS member states and their institutions in generating sustainable economic activities in the cultural sector and creative industries while promoting opportunities for cooperation among OAS member states.

It is against this backdrop that the theme for the VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities - Strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture Sector: Repositioning the Culture Sector to Secure Sustainable Development was conceived. The theme underscores the importance of harnessing the power of the Creative Economy and Culture Sector to support jobs and growth; the potential for the sector to be an agent of cooperation, a recognition that culture is who we are and what shapes our identity, contributes to poverty reduction and paves the way for a human-centered, inclusive and equitable development; and that no development can be sustainable without it (UNESCO 2018)
. 

The theme also draws attention to the need to strengthen the regulatory frameworks for the creative economy and culture sector, with the understanding that the design and implementation of laws, strategies and measures are of great significance to ensure issues related inter alia to supporting creativity, innovation, intellectual property rights and the circulation of cultural goods and services are fully addressed.

B.
PROPOSED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

The main theme and sub-themes are broadly consistent with the topics covered in the most recent Inter-American Meetings of Ministers of Culture and build on the coverage of these areas in the Medium-Term Strategy (2018-2021) to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas. The thread linking the themes and the sub-themes of the most recent meetings is that of a discussion of the role and contribution of culture and the creative industries in the development of our countries. This VIII Meeting will continue this trend by exploring policies necessary to support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises related to the creative economy and culture sector in spurring economic growth and generating employment especially among young people and people in vulnerable situations. This would be coupled with an examination of the tools and mechanisms required by policymakers in the culture sector to aptly facilitate this process of growth and development. 

In addition, the ability to know, measure and value the contribution of the creative economy and culture sector is of crucial significance. This, together with exploring the links between culture and the other sectors which drive economic activity will form the main thrust of the discussions at the Meeting. 

 Measuring the Culture Sector’s Contribution: Cultural Data and Cultural Satellite Accounts 

The Culture Satellite Account (CSA) is an accounting framework created to better measure the economic contribution of culture, arts, heritage and creative industries in the economy. Broader recognition of the sector’s contribution to the sustainable development process including the importance of culture and creativity for social and economic development remain critical issues particularly in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals. The Medium-Term Strategy (2018-2021) to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas recognizes that while countries like the United States, Canada, Argentina, Colombia and Costa Rica have made strong efforts to capture the economic contribution of culture, robust systems for measuring the direct, indirect and total contribution of the sector to the gross domestic product (GDP) are nascent at best in the Americas. Many of the smaller OAS member states do not have a system in place. Moreover, differences in methodologies related to measuring the sector’s contribution through Cultural Satellite Accounts have made comparisons across different regions and countries challenging.

The VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities will provide a forum for discussions on the importance of cultural data collection and measurement as critical elements to support evidence-based policy design and 

to advocate for the allocation of public and private resources to the culture sector. In addition, issues related inter alia to the need for a common measurement methodology which facilitates comparisons across countries in the region, and women’s contribution to culture will be addressed. Moreover, the meeting will provide an opportunity to receive information on existing initiatives undertaken by other regional and international organizations regarding the establishment of indicators highlighting culture’s contribution to sustainable development at the national level. 

Enhancing the Capacity of Businesses and Enterprises in the Creative Economy through Greater Financial and Technical Support

Terms such as the “creative economy”, “creative sector”, “creative industries”, “cultural industries” and “the orange economy” have all been used recently to describe what, in its lowest common denominator, is the exchange of cultural goods and services. While the creative economy has no single definition, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) describes it as “an evolving concept which builds on the interplay between human creativity and ideas and intellectual property, knowledge and technology. Essentially it is the knowledge-based economic activities upon which the ‘creative industries’ are based”
 There is clearly increasing recognition that the creative economy already contributes significantly to the economies of many countries. The 2014 publication The Economic Impact of the Creative Industries in the Americas suggests that the creative and cultural industries constitute one of the fastest growing sectors globally, and if the countries of the Americas are to achieve a balanced, high growth economy, it is vital that the key strengths of businesses in the creative sector are nurtured.  In Patrick Kabanda’s recent thoughtful book – The Creative Wealth of Nations: Can the Arts Advance Development? – the author asks “How can the creative wealth abundant even in the poorest of nations be utilized to promote meaningful economic and social progress”? He then posits that if developing countries can promote their creative resources, they are likely to see gains they have not even thought about before. 

To realize the gains alluded to by Kabanda, and to unlock and nurture the strengths of the creative sector require dedicated efforts to build the capacity of creative firms , many of which may be small or medium sized,  and promote innovation and creative entrepreneurship. These include initiatives which, for example offer direct financing for innovative projects within the creative industries sector. 

The creative economy is at the intersection of creativity, culture, economics and technology, so it could be entirely reshaped by new technologies that promise to disrupt our interaction with content (World Economic Forum 2017). The VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities will allow member states to share their experiences regarding efforts to nurture and develop the creative economy, provide information on existing initiatives which offer financial and/ or technical support to businesses and enterprises in the creative space and potentially learn from practitioners on the important role that technology plays in creativity and innovation.    

Safeguarding Cultural Heritage: Developing Inter-Sectoral Linkages for Sustainable Economic Growth  

The Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities (Haiti, 2014) discussed as one of the sub-themes strengthening of inter-sectoral linkages between culture and tourism, noting that the diversity and wealth of the material, immaterial, natural, and historical heritage that all countries of the hemisphere possess in some degree or other are an unexplored potential for the development of sustainable tourism. The subsequent definition of the Medium-Term Strategy (2018-2020) to Promote Culture for Development in the Americas which listed enhancing the linkages between culture-related sectors and the creative economy, and cultural heritage among its priority areas, underscored the links between culture, tourism and other sectors of the economy, and includes among  its activities a Joint Sectoral Meeting between culture and tourism  . It is also important, as countries seek to diversify their economic base, to highlight the actions and initiatives which support the realization of the untapped potential of cultural heritage to be a driver of economic activity.

The VIII Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities will examine opportunities to strengthen the established links between, cultural heritage tourism and other sectors. It will provide a forum for member states to share strategies which countries have pursued to more deeply imbed culture within allied sectors for example, concrete efforts to incorporate authentic cultural heritage products in a destination’s tourism offering. Other issues related inter alia to the importance of intellectual property, heritage protection legislation, and identifying and promoting intersectoral linkages for stronger growth will be addressed.  

C          PURPOSE OF THE MEETING

1.
To demonstrate that the creative economy and culture sector potentially have the characteristics of a leading sector that can generate growth in the economies of many countries of the Americas.  

2.
To provide a forum to exchange ideas and review policy developments in culture and the creative economy to tackle the emerging challenges and opportunities in the sector.

3.
To foster mutual co-operation amongst OAS Member States in advancing culture for development, and promote the exchange of programs and good practices which strengthen the development of culture and the creative economy.

D 
EXPECTED RESULTS OF THE MEETING

1. Identification of concrete areas for cooperation among member states to strengthen the Creative Economy and Culture sector.

2. A greater awareness and understanding of the issues surrounding the development of    the Creative Economy and Culture Sector and their contribution to sustainable development.

3. Approval of the Declaration of Bridgetown on Strengthening the Creative Economy and Culture Sector: Repositioning the Culture Sector to Secure Sustainable Development.

            .

E. 
STRUCTURE OF THE MEETING

The meeting will provide a forum for exchanges of experiences among the member states and serve to promote dialogue among Ministers as well as between Ministers and other stakeholders. Each Plenary Session will be dedicated to a specific sub-topic of the meeting and will include either written, verbal or graphic presentations from subject matter experts, Culture Ministers or other sector stakeholders. Following the presentation phase for each sub-topic Ministers will be provided with ample time – at least forty five (45) minutes for a comprehensive dialogue with the opportunity to raise additional issues, share country experiences or provide possible policy options related to the discussion area. 

Finally, the meeting will also allow for the election of the new Authorities for the CIC. In this regard the positions of Chair and four Vice-Chairs will be decided. 
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