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Summary of the meeting held on January 31, 2019
This meeting of the Committee was led by the Chair of the CSH, Ambassador Anthony Phillips-Spencer, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS.
The statutory quorum was established with the presence of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 


http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2019/CP_CSH_1885-01-31-2019.MP3
Adoption of the order of business

The order of business for the meeting, document CP/CSH-1885/19, was adopted by the Committee without amendments.
1. Combating Transnational Organized Crime, paragraphs 61, 65, 70, 72, and 73 of resolution of AG/RES. 2925 (XLVIII-O/18) 

1.1. Dialogue on the implementation of the report on the Meeting of National Points of Contact on Transnational Organized Crime held on April 3-4, 2017 (CP/CSH/SA-274/17), paragraph 61

The Chair referred to the mandate established on paragraph 61 of resolution AG/RES. 2925 (XLVIII-O/18), which reiterates the importance of implementing the report on the Meeting of National Points of Contact on Transnational Organized Crime held on April 3-4, 2017 (CP/CSH/SA-274/17). Then, the Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Dr. Farah Urrutia provided a synopsis of that meeting and referred to the steps that SMS has taken to implement the recommendations made by the national points of contact. The Committee took note of the presentation made by SMS.

1.2. Presentation by SMS on progress achieved in implementing paragraphs 70 and 72 of resolution AG/RES. 2925 (XLVIII-O/18)

The Chair referred to the mandates established on paragraphs 70 and 72 of resolution AG/RES. 2925 (XLVIII-O/18). Then, the Secretary for Multidimensional Security, Dr. Farah Urrutia presented a verbal report on progress achieved in implementing those mandates. The report made by Dr. Urrutia can be found in the following link.
The Delegation of Brazil thanked Dr. Urrutia for her presentation and referred to the process of selecting the Head of the Department against Transnational Organized Crime; highlighting the importance of finishing that process, as soon as possible, preferably before the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime, which will be held on March 20, 2019. The Chair informed that he, in collaboration with the Secretariat, will follow up the selection process. 

The Committee took note of the presentation made by SMS and the comments made by the Delegation of Brazil.

1.3. Preparations for the Annual Meeting of Nationals Authorities on TOC, paragraph 65 

The Committee considered the Draft Agenda for the Annual Meeting of Nationals Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime. The updated version of the draft agenda was published as document CP/CSH-1863/18 rev. 3.
Then, the Chair presented the Draft Recommendations of Washington against Transnational Organized Crime, asking the good office of the distinguished delegations to submit their proposals to this document, as soon as possible. The delegations of Brazil and Mexico thanked the Chair for preparing and presenting this document.
The consideration of both documents will be included in the draft order of business for the CSH’s meeting to be held on February 7, 2019.
2. Regional and Specialized Security Challenges
2.1. Preparation of the special meeting on Security Concerns of Central America

The Second Vice-Chair of the Committee, Mr. Mauricio Bernard, Alternate Representative of Guatemala presented a verbal report on the preparation for the Special Meeting on Security Concerns of Central America, which will be held on March 7, 2019. The Chair informed that the draft order of business for that meeting will be distributed soon.

2.2. Preparation of the Special Security Concerns of the small island and low-lying coastal developing states of the Caribbean

The Delegation of Trinidad and Tobago provided general information regarding the preparation for the Special Security Concerns of the Small Island and low-lying coastal developing states of the Caribbean. Meeting that will be held on April 25th.

3. Consideration and approval of the draft work plan and schedule of activities for the 24th period of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (2018-2019) and other OAS activities for advancing hemispheric security


The Committee considered and approved the Draft Work Plan and Schedule of Activities for the 24th Period of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (2018-2019) and other OAS activities for advancing hemispheric security. The approved work plan was published as document CP/CSH-1864/18 rev. 4.
4. Presentation of the proposed methodology for negotiation of the draft omnibus resolution

The Committee received the proposed methodology for negotiation of the draft omnibus resolution. This document was prepared taking into consideration the best practices from past years and, presented by the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the CSH, and published under classification CP/CSH-1886/19.


The delegations thanked the Chair and Vice-Chair for presenting this document. Then, the Delegation of Colombia referred to the mandate established on paragraph 35 of resolution AG/RES. 2925 (XLVIII-O/18), which instructs the Permanent Council, through the CSH, “to continue the formulation of a hemispheric plan of action to guide the crafting of public policies to prevent and reduce murders.” In this regard, Dr. Paulina Duarte, Director of the Department of Public Security informed that the draft hemispheric plan of action will be presented to the Committee in the following weeks. 
The Delegation of Dominican Republic proposed to include in the methodology the possibility of considering, during the negotiation of the draft omnibus resolution, the outcomes of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA). The Chair informed that he will consult with the Chairs of the XIII and XIV CDMAs to find the most appropriate language, taking into consideration that although the CDMA is not part of the OAS, its work is related to the work carried out by the CSH.
After that, the Chair informed that the Committee will consider the proposed methodology in two weeks. In this regard, he kindly asked the distinguished delegations that wish to make any proposal to please do so before February 11th, in order to allow the translation to the four official languages prior to that meeting.
5. Other Business 

The Chair expressed his condolences to the victims of the terrorist attack perpetrated in Bogota, Colombia on January 18th. He also expressed the CSH’s support to the nations and governments of Colombia, Ecuador, and Panama, which lost compatriots in this brutal act.

Then, the Chair recognized the election of Colombia as Chair of the UN Peacebuilding Commission (PBC), wishing it the greatest success. Additionally, he reminded delegations that, on February 21st, the CSH will have the opportunity to meet with the PBC’s leadership to have an interactive dialogue and an exchange of best practices in peacebuilding and sustaining peace in the region. 

The delegations of Colombia and Ecuador thanked the condolences expressed by the Chair to the victims of the terrorist attack perpetrated in Bogota, Colombia on January 18th. The Delegation of Colombia also thanked the recognition made by the Chair regarding the recent election of the PBC’s leadership.
The Delegation of Haiti shared some details related to the working meeting, held last week in Washington DC, between the Minister of Defense of that country and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB). The delegation referred to paragraphs 88 and 153.e of resolution AG/RES. 2925 (XLVIII-O/18), which “take note of the White Paper of the Republic of Haiti and invite member states and permanent observers to contribute human and financial resources in order to support the implementation of that paper,” and request the IADB to continue to provide “technical support and advisory services to Haiti for implementation of its White Paper on security and development.”
There being no further business to consider, the meeting was called to a close.
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