- 4 -
- 3 -

SECOND MEETING OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES ON
OEA/Ser.K/XXXIV
TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME
RANDOT-II/doc.3/19 rev. 1
March 19-20, 2019
20 March 2019

Washington, D.C.
Original: English
RECOMMENDATIONS

AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL ORGANIZED CRIME

(Adopted by the Second Meeting of National Authorities on 
Transnational Organized Crime on March 20, 2019)

We, the National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime and the representatives of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), gathered in Washington, D.C., on March 19 and 20, 2019, at the Second Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime (RANDOT-II), convened by the OAS General Assembly through resolution AG/RES. 2925 (XLVIII-O/18); 
CONCERNED that the security of the states of the Hemisphere is affected, in various ways, by traditional threats and by new threats, concerns, and other challenges of diverse types, such as transnational organized crime, as well as by the growing complexity and diversity of the activities of organized criminal groups; 

FULLY MINDFUL, despite the efforts of member states, of the diversification, complexity, and extent of transnational organized crime and of the multiple challenges that it poses for the security and protection of societies, economies, financial systems, institutions of governance, and democracies of member states in our region; 

RECOGNIZING the need to raise awareness and make recommendations to address emerging concerns associated with the criminal misuse of technology in transnational criminal activities;

BEARING IN MIND that crime extends beyond borders and that the transnational nature of certain crimes and their impact on Member States calls for close coordination and cooperation among national authorities, particularly those of neighboring countries; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, adopted at the Special Conference on Security, held in Mexico City in October 2003, the member states condemned transnational organized crime, since it constitutes an assault on institutions in our countries and negatively affects our societies, and renewed the commitment to fighting it by strengthening the domestic legal framework, the rule of law, and multilateral cooperation, respectful of the sovereignty of each state; 

REITERATING that the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the three protocols thereto–the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air; the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; and the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition–constitute the legal framework of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime; 

BEARING IN MIND resolution AG/RES. 2189 (XXXVI-O/06), which authorized the Permanent Council to adopt the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime; 

REAFFIRMING the importance of continuing to implement the "Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime," adopted by the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States in October 2006 [CP/RES. 908 (1567/06)]; 

HIGHLIGHTING the need to strengthen the institutional capacities of the Member States to combat transnational organized crime in all its manifestations; 

BEARING IN MIND the Hemisphere’s efforts to fulfill the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and reaffirming the importance we place on Goal 16 as part of our measures to tackle transnational organized crime and all of its manifestations. 

UNDERSCORING the vital importance of international cooperation among Member States, in accordance with domestic legislation, to enhance efforts to combat transnational organized crime; 

RECOGNIZING that the use of innovative regional and bilateral cooperation channels, as warranted by the urgency of the situation, enables prompt response to the swiftness with which transnational organized crime activities unfold;

DISTURBED that the illegal activities of transnational criminal organizations significantly undermine the rule of law and might present obstacles to governmental measures to provide comprehensive protection for the dignity and human rights of all and promote development; and

DEEPLY concerned by the criminal misuse of information and communication technologies by transnational criminal organizations and reiterating the importance of advancing responsible state and individual behavior in cyberspace; and 

COMMIT:

I. 
Recommendations for Member States

1. To promote the implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime and establish with the technical support of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, performance indicators to facilitate the evaluation of the implementation.

2. To design and implement mechanisms that facilitate, expedite, and strengthen interdisciplinary international cooperation as well as coordination and communication among the various public security actors and judicial operator, particularly among police forces, customs authorities, financial intelligence units, prosecutors, central or competent authorities involved in international legal cooperation, and judiciaries among others to ensure more effective and timely response in preventing and combating transnational organized crime in all its manifestations. 
3. To consider, as appropriate, the establishment and strengthening of anti-money laundering legal and financial mechanisms to identify and prevent individuals and organizations that participate in transnational organized crime activities from gaining access to banking institutions or digital currency exchanges, in accordance with domestic law and the international treaties in force.

4. To continue strengthening the capabilities of the competent national policy-making institutions and strategies for effectively addressing prevention, investigation, prosecution, and punishment of transnational organized crime in all its manifestations; as well as coordination among said institutions.

5. To provide the necessary support for and promote cooperation between, judicial authorities, central or competent authorities involved in international legal cooperation, police, prosecutors, investigators, and financial intelligence units in investigations and proceedings pertaining to transnational crime, corruption, and money laundering. 

6. To contribute up-to-date data and make use of international tools and databases, such as the INTERPOL database, the UNODC’s Sharing Electronic Resources and Laws against Crime (SHERLOC), and the UNODC’s Tools and Resources for Anti-Corruption Knowledge (TRACK). 

7. To continue exchanging experience and information on trends in transnational organized crime in the Hemisphere and strategies for combating them.

8. To request that the CSH consider the institutionalization of this important forum for dialogue and cooperation in order to ensure that a Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime be held every two years, in coordination with the work of the REMJA process, and alternating annually with the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

9. To again call on member states that have not yet done so to designate as soon as possible a national point of contact to coordinate and facilitate follow-up to the Hemispheric Plan of Action at the domestic level, pursuant to Section III, paragraph 3, of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime. 

10. To establish a network of National Points of Contact on Transnational Organized Crime to advance and promote cooperation among member states to implement the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime through the exchange of information and practices, and the sharing of access to training and technology-based solutions for combating transnational organized crime activities.

11. To invite OAS member and observer states to consider making voluntary, financial, technical, and/or human resource contributions in order to achieve the implementation of these recommendations.

II.
Recommendations for the General Secretariat of the OAS:

1. To request the General Secretariat to assist member states to build institutional capacities for combating the crimes identified in the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the protocols thereto, as well as related crimes, while promoting observance of human rights.

2. To request the General Secretariat to develop for the consideration of, and implementation by, member states model cooperation policy frameworks and strategy design concerns to prevent, prosecute and protect against the criminal misuse of information and communication technology to engage in corruption, cybercrime, and other forms of technology-enabled transnational criminal activity, and to identify opportunities and activities for strengthening capabilities to combat crime through technology.

3. To request the General Secretariat to provide technical support, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to design reliable, common, and standardized indicators for identifying, analyzing, and measuring the scope of the problem of transnational organized crime and its risk factors in the Americas. 

4. To request the General Secretariat to maintain the directory of national points of contact and to periodically update and distribute it to member states.

5. To ask the OAS General Secretariat to continue providing technical support to member states and sub-regional organizations that request it, in order to achieve the purposes and objectives of these Recommendations to help combat transnational organized crime in the region; and keep the Permanent Council informed, through its Committee on Hemispheric Security, about the results achieved.

6. To request the OAS Permanent Council to follow up on these Recommendations through the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
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