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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY



THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING the norms and general principles of international law as well as those contained in the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS);

AWARE that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes in its preamble “that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace and development of the region” and that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is “[t]o promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention”;

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23), and all previous resolutions adopted on this subject,

HAVING SEEN the “Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (November 2021-September 2022” (AG/doc.xxxx/24 add. 1), in particular the section on the activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP); and

CONSIDERING that the programs, activities, and tasks set out in the resolutions under the purview of the CAJP help further the essential the purposes of the Organization of American States as enshrined in its Charter,

RESOLVES:

i. [bookmark: _Hlk165183704]“FOLLOW-UP ON THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER”

COMMITTED to representative democracy as one of our region's most valued accomplishments, as well to guaranteeing the rule of law and mindful that the peaceful transfer of power by constitutional means is the product of a continuous and irreversible commitment to democratic institutions and principles of which states in the region accept no interruptions or backsliding; 
 
RECALLING that the preamble of the OAS Charter establishes that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region, and that one of the purposes of the OAS is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of non-intervention;
REAFFIRMING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter [AG/RES.1 (XXVIII-E/01)], adopted by the member states in 2001, recognizes that the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it, and that democracy and economic and social development based on justice and equity are interdependent and mutually reinforcing; 
 
MINDFUL that poverty, illiteracy, and low levels of human development are factors that have an adverse impact on the consolidation of democracy and that the promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere;
 
REITERATING that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society, as well as the importance of the continuous development and strengthening of the inter-American human rights system for the consolidation of democracy in our region; 
 
EMPHASIZING our commitment to achieving greater social inclusion in order to improve the living standards of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas, fostering public confidence in democratic institutions – in particular the legitimacy of electoral processes – and full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms;
 
MINDFUL that the elimination of all forms of discrimination and intolerance based on gender or ethnic, racial, cultural, religious, and/or immigration status, among other grounds – which to a large extent affect populations traditionally excluded, in vulnerable situations, and/or historically discriminated against – contributes to the strengthening of democratic governance; 
 
PRIORITIZING the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate fully in decisions relating to their own development, which is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy;
 
COMMITTED to the full, meaningful, effective, and equitable participation of all women in the political structures of our countries, especially those with decision-making authority, in order to achieve effective and lasting solutions; and
 
REAFFIRMING all the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2835 (XLIV-O/14), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,”

WELCOMING the first meeting of the open-participation Voluntary Group for Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter on November 20, 2023, and its subsequent establishment on December 11, 2023 as called for in AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23), in furtherance of the Group’s aim to foster dialogue, horizontal cooperation and the exchange of best practices among participating member states, and to identify opportunities to strengthen their democracies within the principles of the OAS Charter and the Democratic Charter;

NOTING THAT the Voluntary Group approved its Work Plan and Implementation Document (CP/INF. 10116/24 rev. 1) with a duration of twenty-four months on February 26, 2024, comprised of four thematic axes aligned with chapters contained in the Inter-American Democratic Charter;
 
RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the validity of the Inter-American Democratic Charter as an instrument for the promotion and defense of the values and principles of representative democracy in the region and, therefore, the obligation of OAS member states to promote and defend democracy, within the principle of non-intervention and respect for the sovereignty of states, as essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas.

2. To strengthen regional coordination and cooperation to promote and defend democracy in the region as essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas and, in that context, to prioritize sovereign initiatives in each of our states aimed at achieving full and effective participation for citizens in democratic life. 

3. To continue promoting all women's political participation, including as elected leaders, technical experts in elections, engaged civil society leaders, and informed voters.  

4. To continue to promote the strengthening of democratic institutions, values, practices and governance, the fight against corruption, consolidation of the rule of law, achievement of the full enjoyment and effective exercise of human rights, and the reduction of poverty, inequality, and social exclusion, through cooperation measures in these fields among member states.

5. To invite all member states to engage in the activities and efforts of the Voluntary Group for Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, bearing in mind the open-participation nature of the group.

6. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and in coordination with the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity, to disseminate with appropriate national authorities the “Program to Strengthen the Inter-American Democratic Charter: Democratic Principles Strengthened through Education and Policy Dialogue,” as developed in response to mandates entrusted to it in AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23). Likewise, to encourage interested member and observer states to consider contributing voluntary funds to enable the implementation of said program.

7. Consistent with Article 14 and Chapter VI “Promotion of a Democratic Culture” of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, to instruct the General Secretariat, within existing resources and voluntary contributions, to develop an integrated data-driven process reflective of actions adopted and carried out by the Organization in line with the Democratic Charter to promote dialogue, cooperation for integral development, the fight against poverty as well as democratic principles and a democratic culture, so as to enable member states to review said actions periodically, consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis, and take appropriate measures to further these objectives.
· Per Article 14: “Member states agree to review periodically the actions adopted and carried out by the Organization to promote dialogue, cooperation for integral development, and the fight against poverty in the Hemisphere, and to take the appropriate measures to further these objectives.”
· Per Chapter VI: “The OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere ... The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields.”
8. To instruct the Permanent Council to promote the holding of a special meeting during the fourth quarter of 2024 to follow up on the topics addressed at the special (note: anticipated) meeting of May 22, 2024, focused on the implementation of all aspects of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and its challenges, including the role of misinformation and disinformation, and to report on the conclusions and results of that meeting to the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth regular session. To instruct the Permanent Council to promote, in broad consultation with member states on recommendations for panelists, the holding of a special meeting on the implementation of all aspects of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and its challenges, and to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-third regular session on the outcomes of that meeting.

ii. “MISSION TO SUPPORT THE PEACE PROCESS IN COLOMBIA (MAPP/OAS)”

To invite member states and observers to continue strengthening political and financial support for the MAPP/OAS in its work to promote peace in Colombia under an innovative, flexible, and useful cooperation model, based on the expertise built up over more than 20 years; and to request the General Secretariat to assist and promote the MAPP/OAS as a vehicle for providing the Colombian government with firm support towards its peace-building efforts.

iii. “TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND ELECTORAL OBSERVATION MISSIONS” 

RESOLVES:

	1.	To urge the General Secretariat to continue producing and disseminating—as well as updating, when necessary—the different guides on electoral processes, and that in that framework it continue considering international standards and existing best practices, including contributions from member states and their electoral bodies and authorities.

	2.	[UPDATE] To take note of the fulfillment of the mandate to update the Manual for Electoral Observation Missions of the Organization of American States that was published on xx of xx of 2024 and presented to the Permanent Council on 15 of May of 2024, which took into account the valuable experience and best practices of the electoral authorities of the Member States as well as other recognized international standards in this area.
To instruct the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, once the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2989 (LII-O/22) has been fulfilled, to update the Manual for OAS Electoral Observation Missions, including the valuable experience and good practices of the electoral authorities of member states and, having taken into account recognized international standards on the subject, as well as the recommendations and suggestions of the member states, to publish the Manual and present its contents at a subsequent meeting of the Permanent Council before the fifty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.

	3.	To invite donors to continue providing support to enable the deployment of electoral observation missions and for the implementation of the recommendations contained in the reports of said missions which may address electoral justice, gender, political financing, electoral organization, media, underrepresented groups, electoral technology, and political and legal systems. 

[NEW] To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to provide technical cooperation in electoral matters through projects, workshops, and training for officials and authorities of electoral bodies and representatives of civil society of the member states that so request.

[NEW] To instruct the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation (DECO) to prepare a proposal containing various options for follow-up mechanisms for the implementation of the recommendations of the Electoral Observation Missions and to present it to the Member States for their consideration.

	4.	[UPDATE] To instruct the General Secretariat to continue with fundraising activities and to invite the countries receiving Electoral Observation Missions to contribute to the financial sustainability of said missions. To instruct the General Secretariat to continue with fundraising activities so as to ensure the financial sustainability of electoral observation missions, and to continue strengthening, in that context, efforts towards rationality, transparency, austerity, and accountability.  

5.	[DELETE] To instruct the General Secretariat to provide to any member state that so requests, and once concluded, additional information available on the electoral observation missions deployed in its territory in accordance with the regulations of the inter-American system, including the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 

6.	To urge member states to adopt the necessary measures to ensure the security of election observers, so that they may carry out their functions independently and safely. 

iv. “TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREATION OF THE JUSTICE STUDIES CENTER OF THE AMERICAS”

EMPHASIZING that the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) proclaims that one of its purposes is to achieve an order of peace and justice;

RECALLING that at the Second Summit of the Americas held in Santiago, Chile, in April 1998, the Heads of State and Government agreed to create the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), an OAS agency specializing in justice systems, to facilitate human resource development, the exchange of information, and other forms of technical cooperation in the Hemisphere; 

RECALLING that on November 15, 1999, by resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXVI-E/99), the OAS General Assembly adopted the Statutes of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), with the mandate to gather and disseminate information on national experiences pertaining to modernization and reform of justice systems in the region; carry out comparative analysis, research, and justice issues studies; facilitate the dissemination of research and studies related to justice issues in the Americas; facilitate, among other things, the training of  justice system personnel and the improvement of existing mechanisms for that purpose in the countries of the Hemisphere;

CONSIDERING that 2025 will mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the creation of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA);

EMPHASIZING the important role that the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) plays in strengthening democracy and the rule of law in the Hemisphere, being recognized by the states and judicial systems for its technical expertise in the promotion, training, and monitoring of justice reforms to ensure oral proceedings, transparency, promptness, and equality for all persons, as well as effective criminal prosecution and trial of criminal activity, corruption, and violence in the Hemisphere; and

RECOGNIZING that commemoration of JSCA's twenty-fifth anniversary in 2025 is important to creating a roadmap for raising the Center’s visibility, increasing its collaboration with other OAS bodies, and enhancing its institutional sustainability, 

RESOLVES:

1. To officially commemorate, during the first half of 2025, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the creation of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) by including said commemoration in a regular meeting of the Permanent Council. 

2. To recognize the value of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) in strengthening democracy and the rule of law and in enhancing justice systems in the Hemisphere.

3. To invite the states, the General Secretariat, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, the Department against Transnational Organized Crime, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the other appropriate organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, within the scope of their respective areas of competence, to pursue collaboration with the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) with a view to creating synergies to contribute to their shared goals, taking into account the importance and experience of this organization in the justice systems of the Hemisphere.

4. To instruct the Office of the Executive Director of the JSCA to develop a roadmap for enhancing Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) visibility, collaboration with other OAS bodies, and institutional sustainability, for presentation at a regular meeting of the Permanent Council in the first half of 2025.



v. “STRENGTHENING CADASTRE AND PROPERTY REGISTRY 
IN THE AMERICAS”

TAKING NOTE of the activity report and the Declaration of Bogotá “Cadastre and Registry at the Service of Social Welfare, Democracy and the Environment” of the Inter-American Network on Cadastre and Property Registry (RICRP), which were presented at its Ninth Conference and Assembly and to the CAJP; and 

RECOGNIZING the importance of continuing to strengthen the RICRP as a mechanism for horizontal cooperation and exchange among member states, with the aim of developing, disseminating, and implementing best practices in cadastre and property registration in the Americas in support of institutional development processes that help to formalize and protect property rights in order to ensure the rule of law, democratic governance, and human development,  

RESOLVES: 

1. To promote knowledge sharing in the following priority areas within the framework of the activities of the Inter-American Network on Cadastre and Property Registry (RICRP): 

1. Generating recommendations to guide public policy on cadastre and property registry, bearing in mind their role in bringing certainty to land ownership and in social and environmental peace.

1. Promoting democratization and digital governance of cadastral and registry information.

1. Developing a manual for recognition and registration of legitimate ownership rights and relations in strategic ecosystems, based on cadastre and property registry, which will make a significant contribution to the resolution of the social crisis arising from the climate crisis and contribute to the consolidation of democracy in the Hemisphere.

1. To invite member states to attend the Tenth Conference and Assembly of the RICRP, which will be held in Brazil from September 2 to 6, 2024, with the support of the National Institute of Colonization and Agrarian Reform (INCRA) of Brazil and the Agustin Codazzi Geographic Institute (IGAC) of Colombia, as RICRP Chair; and to instruct the RICRP to work to promote the recognition and registration of legitimate land ownership as a mechanism for legal security and responsible management of natural resources.

1. To urge the Department for Effective Public Management, as Technical Secretariat to the RICRP, to report to the CAJP on the progress made on this section.

vi. “EFFECTIVE PUBLIC MANAGEMENT STRENGTHENING AND INNOVATION
 IN THE AMERICAS”

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “transparency in government activities, probity, [and] responsible public administration on the part of governments [...] are essential components of the exercise of democracy,” and that the Department for Effective Public Management promotes innovation in the implementation, use, and harnessing of digital transformation in public administration; and taking note of the report “Summary of the CAJP Course on Digital Diplomacy, held on February 15, 2024” (CP/CAJP/SA.773/24 rev. 1);

RESOLVES:

1. To request the General Secretariat, through the OAS School of Governance, that it organize, within the framework of the CAJP, a second iteration of the course on digital diplomacy for delegates from permanent missions, foreign ministry personnel, and international relations officials of public institutions in the region, in order to promote awareness of the role of emerging technologies in strengthening democratic governance; and to develop an inter-American guide on digital diplomacy, with the aim of providing knowledge about the mechanisms and instruments that govern digital transformation in the Americas for strengthening democracy and that are subject to negotiation in multilateral forums.

2. To request the General Secretariat, through the OAS School of Governance, to continue to support capacity building for public officials in member states through research, as well as the development and imparting of courses and training initiatives on topics that will contribute to effective, transparent, and participatory public management.

3. To urge the General Secretariat, through the Department for Effective Public Management, to continue to provide advisory services, support, technical backing, and fund management for the implementation of rounds of the Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management (MECIGEP); and to encourage member states to participate in that mechanism and the Inter-American Prize for Innovation in Effective Public Management (PIGEP), either as beneficiaries or cooperating partners or both, by nominating innovative experiences of public institutions.  The Department for Effective Public Management implements the two initiatives in an effort to strengthen innovation in public administration.

4. To urge member states to support and promote the activities and tools of the Inter-American Observatory on Public Governance and Innovation in order to promote public management innovation in all sectors and at all levels of government.

vii. [bookmark: _Hlk165185350]“OPEN, DIGITAL, INCLUSIVE, AND TRANSPARENT GOVERNMENT”

RECOGNIZING the substantial value of the Inter-American Network of Digital Government Authorities (GEALC Network) as a mechanism for regional cooperation and exchange, and noting the outcomes of the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the GEALC Network in 2023, in the Declaration of Santiago de Chile “Digital Transformation for Development with Equity”; as well as the progress report delivered on implementation of the Inter-American Open Data Program (PIDA) to prevent and combat corruption through open data,

RESOLVES:

1. To request the General Secretariat, through the Department for Effective Public Management – and, as necessary in collaboration with other stakeholders, such as the Inter-American Development Bank – to continue strengthening the GEALC Network, in order to implement and promote best practices in digital governance and promote policies and use of digital technologies to enhance transparency, delivery of citizen-centered digital public services, and streamlining of procedures.

1. To request the General Secretariat, through the Department for Effective Public Management, to work on drawing up guidelines for the inter-American framework of reference for data governance and artificial intelligence, particularly as regards the ethical use of artificial intelligence policies, algorithms, and data governance, pursuant to the mandate on development of an inter-American agenda on emerging technologies in digital government in the Americas, and to submit them to the CAJP.

1. To urge the General Secretariat, through the Department for Effective Public Management, to continue to provide member states so requesting with advisory services, mentoring, technical assistance, or fund management in implementing the Inter-American Program on Open Data (PIDA), approved under resolution AG/RES. 2391 (XLIX-O/19), and to furnish the CAJP with a progress report on its implementation.

1. To invite the member states to participate in the Open Data and Open Government Meeting “Open Americas: Connection without Borders,” to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, from December 3 to 6, 2024, with support from the Office of the Comptroller General of the Union (CGU) of Brazil, and to urge the Department for Effective Public Management to render support for organizing it.

1. To encourage member states to actively participate in the GEALC Network, especially on its working groups, and to attend the Eighth Ministerial Meeting on Digital Government of the Americas and Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the GEALC Network to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, from November 26-27, 2024, with support from the Brazilian Government’s Ministry of Public Services Management and Innovation;

1. To request the Department for Effective Public Management to report to the CAJP on the progress made under this section.



viii. “INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING FOR EFFECTIVE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT MANAGEMENT”

RECOGNIZING the important role that public procurement plays in strengthening democratic governance and the development of countries through the good, high-quality public spending, integrity, transparency, fair competition, and citizen participation in contracting processes, as well as environmental, economic, and social sustainability, for the purpose of improving the quality of services and goods purchased and ensure equitable access thereto, protecting the fundamental rights of citizens, and promoting justice and equity at all stages of the public procurement process to ensure human development, social welfare, and the social rule of law; and 

HIGHLIGHTING the work of the OAS through the Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM), in its role as Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Network on Government Procurement (INGP) since 2008, in terms of regional leadership in contributing to institutional capacity building in public procurement; and taking into account the value of the INGP as the hemispheric cooperation and dialogue mechanism par excellence, bearing in mind the results and impact on public procurement, consistent with national contexts and priorities,

RESOLVES:

1. To request the General Secretariat, through the Department for Effective Public Management (DEPM), as Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Network on Government Procurement (INGP):

0. To continue working continuously on the development of the regional public procurement agenda, in order to contribute to institutional capacity building and the steady improvement of public procurement systems at the national, local, and/or provincial levels through facilitation of dialogue between countries, training, knowledge management, and technical advice and support for the reformulation of legal frameworks and the implementation of technical instruments and tools to strengthen their practices in the areas of innovation, sustainability, value for money, professionalization, transparency, analytics and use of data, and integrity. 
1. To invite member states to take part in the 2024 INGP Award for Innovation in Public Procurement and the Nineteenth Annual Conference of the INGP, due to be held in Brazil in April 2025; and to request the DEPM to provide support in the technical and logistical preparations for the Annual Conference and to report to the CAJP on the results.

ix. “PROMOTION OF INTER-AMERICAN PARLIAMENTARY ENGAGEMENT” 

RECOGNIZING the essential role that legislators play in the exercise of representative democracy [carried over from 2022/23];
 
EMPHASIZING the importance of regional inter-parliamentary fora, such as ParlAmericas, PARLATINO, PARLANDINO, PARLACEN, and PARLASUR, as forums for hemispheric dialogue [carried over from 2022/23];

BEARING IN MIND the creation of the inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA), now named ParlAmericas, that resulted from the meeting of chairs of foreign relations committees of national parliaments and congresses of OAS member states that was held at OAS headquarters on March 29 and 30, 2000 in response to Resolution 1673 (XXIX-0/99);

BEARING IN MIND the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas recognizing FIPA as a hemispheric vehicle through which to “encourage cooperation and exchange of experiences and parliamentary best practices between national legislators of the Hemisphere”;

BEARING IN MIND mandates contained in the political commitment "Inter American Action Plan on Democratic Governance" at the Ninth Summit of the Americas (CA-IX/doc.5/22), including the pledge by governments to foster “parliamentarian engagement as an integral part of the Summits process through ParlAmericas, the interparliamentary organization of the Hemisphere, and other parliamentary organizations”;

CONSIDERING the 2012 and 2016 Memorandums of Understanding between the OAS Secretariat and ParlAmericas sets out an agreement to cooperate to “explore and develop ParlAmericas’ role as a legislative Forum to the Organization of American States” (Article 2.1.b);
RECALLING the meeting of the Permanent Council held on May 19, 2023 with parliamentarians through ParlAmericas in response to Resolution AG/RES. 2989 (LII-O/22) to share best practices and recommendations; 

RECOGNIZING the follow-up special joint meeting of the Committee on Judicial and Political Affairs (CAJP) and the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) with parliamentarians through ParlAmericas on March 14, 2024 in response to Resolution AG/RES 3004 (LIII-0/23) at which ParlAmericas presented a proposal for regularized engagement with the OAS in accordance with ParlAmericas’ founding mandate, which was supported by all member state delegations present;

CONSIDERING that the OAS maintains relations with other autonomous entities that are officially recognized as Strategic Partners;

RESOLVES:

1. To recognize ParlAmericas as a Strategic Partner to the OAS.

2. To instruct the Permanent Council to work with the OAS General Secretariat and ParlAmericas to define the modalities under the strategic partnership to support more integrated and regular parliamentarian engagement through ParlAmericas with the work of the OAS across its different departments and organs, drawing from the ParlAmericas proposal and directions received from Member States at the March 14, 2024 joint special meeting of the CAJP and CISC.

3. To call on the Permanent Council to report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its fifty-fifth regular session.

[bookmark: _Hlk165032030]

x. “MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OTHER MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS (REMJA)

BEARING IN MIND that cooperation among authorities with responsibilities in the area of justice is one of the priority areas of the OAS and that the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) has consolidated itself as the hemispheric political and technical forum in the areas of justice and international legal cooperation, which are essential for the development of justice systems and consolidation of the rule of law in the region; and that at the Summits of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government have supported the work carried out through the REMJA process and the implementation of its conclusions and recommendations; [Former PP1 of resolution AG/RES. 2989 (LII-O/22) unchanged].

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the Permanent Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Document of Washington that governs the REMJA process and the “Conclusions and Recommendations to REMJA XI” (REMJA-XI/DOC.2/21 rev. 1), to convene the relevant meetings of the REMJA working groups, within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. [Former OP1 unchanged].

2. To request the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, in its capacity as the REMJA Technical Secretariat, to continue conducting regional training workshops on cybercrime for judges and prosecutors and to continue to provide the REMJA and its working groups with support, legal advice, and technical assistance; carrying out programs, projects, and technical cooperation activities in pursuit thereof; managing and maintaining the networks for which it is responsible; taking steps to secure funding for the activities of the REMJA process; strengthening coordination and collaboration with the secretariats of other international cooperation agencies, entities, and mechanisms in areas that concern the REMJA; and performing the other functions assigned to it in the Document of Washington. [Former OP2 unchanged].  



xi. “OAS ELECTORAL OBSERVATION MISSIONS”

PP1. ACKNOWLEDGING the importance of electoral observation missions conducted based on the principles of objectivity, impartiality, transparency, independence, and respect for sovereignty, and with access to information; respecting the procedures established in the rules and regulations of the inter-American system, including the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and without compromising the independence of the missions, with states ensuring the security of electoral observers so that they may carry out their functions independently and safely; (Consensus language from paragraph 3.g of the Inter-American Action Plan on Democratic Governance adopted at the Ninth Summit of the Americas)

PP2. TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the General Secretariat was instructed to provide to any member state that so requests, and once electoral observation missions are concluded, additional information available on the electoral observation missions deployed in its territory in accordance with the regulations of the inter-American system, including the Inter-American Democratic Charter; (Based on Consensus language from paragraph 6, section ii. Technical cooperation and electoral observation missions, in resolution AG/RES. 2989 (LII-O/22) Strengthening Democracy)

PP3 RECALLING that resolution AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23) renewed all the sections of resolution AG/RES. 2989 (LII-O/22), “Strengthening Democracy,” exactly as adopted by the General Assembly at its fifty-second regular session, excepting those activities implemented prior to the fifty-third regular session of the General Assembly, as listed in Annex A; (Based on consensus language from paragraph 1 of resolution AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23))

PP4 CONSIDERING that this activity, assigned by the General Assembly at its fifty-second regular session and at its fifty-third regular session, is still pending; (New language)

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the General Secretariat to provide to any member state that so requests, and once electoral observation missions are concluded, additional information available on the electoral observation missions deployed in its territory in accordance with the regulations of the inter-American system, including the Inter-American Democratic Charter. (Consensus language from paragraph 6, section ii. Technical cooperation and electoral observation missions, in resolution AG/RES. 2989 (LII-O/22) Strengthening Democracy)

xii. [bookmark: _Hlk165046340]“CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS: SAFE USE OF THE INTERNET AND DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP”

CONSIDERING the expanding use of the internet in the region, especially among children and adolescents, and that along with its positive aspects, this brings with it risks and challenges to the safety and well-being of people, particularly children and adolescents, promoting a responsible and safe use of the internet and building active and critical digital citizenship is vital. To that end, cooperation among the member states must be strengthened and comprehensive public policies that effectively address these issues must be developed; and,

RECOGNIZING the basic role of states in protecting the rights of individuals in the digital environment and in the construction of responsible digital citizenship, comprehensive public policies that effectively address these issues must be developed in order to ensure a safe and positive digital environment for all,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the IIN, within the framework of its program for safe internet use and with existing resources, to provide those states that so request with technical assistance for the development of comprehensive plans for safe internet use and the construction of digital citizenship, and to promote cooperation among the member states for the exchange of experiences and best practices in this area.

xiii. “MINORS: PARTICIPATION” 

EMPHASIZING the importance of proactive participation by minors and the responsible exercise of their freedom to seek, receive, and disseminate information and ideas in the promotion and protection of their rights; and

RECOGNIZING that the proactive participation of children and adolescents is a key element for the construction of fairer, more inclusive, and sustainable societies,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the IIN, within existing resources and the framework of its inter-American program for child participation, to continue providing technical assistance to member states, when so requested, in the creation and strengthening of effective and meaningful mechanisms for the participation of minors in the planning, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of programs and policies.

2. To instruct the IIN to provide technical assistance in this area to agencies of the Organization of American States, in order to expand and consolidate within the Organization spaces for effective and meaningful participation by minors.

xiv. “FOLLOW-UP ON THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST CORRUPTION AND ON THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR COOPERATION IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION” 

[bookmark: _Hlk114756426]BEARING IN MIND the commitment of the member states to prevent and combat corruption, as set forth in the Comprehensive Strategic Plan of the Organization and in the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, especially those of the Eighth and Ninth Summits, held in Peru and the United States, respectively, related to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and its Follow-Up Mechanism (MESICIC), as well as the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption [AG/RES. 2275 (XXXVII-O/07)] and the “Recommendations of the Fourth Meeting of the Conference of States Parties of the MESICIC” (MESICIC/CEP-IV/doc.2/15 rev. 1), [PP1 from previous resolution AG/RES. 2989 (LII-O/22), unchanged.]

RESOLVES:

[bookmark: _Hlk37839843]1.	To reaffirm the commitment of member states to resolutely prevent, combat, and move forward with the eradication of corruption, further transparency in public management and in public-private relations, promote accountability, and continue effectively implementing the recommendations of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC). [OP1 from previous resolution AG/RES. 2989 (LII-O/22), unchanged.] 

2. 	To instruct the MESICIC Committee of Experts, with the support of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of the mechanism, and in accordance with its Rules of Procedure, other provisions governing it, and the timetable adopted by said Committee for the Sixth Round, to continue and conclude in the framework of said round the review processes for Colombia, Grenada, Suriname, Belize, and Brazil. In addition, to request the MESICIC Committee of Experts, with the support of the mechanism’s Technical Secretariat, to proceed with the consideration of the “Proposed Indicators to Prevent, Detect, and Reduce Impunity related to Results in the Protection of Whistleblowers and Witnesses of Acts of Corruption in Criminal Matters” and to conclude the adoption of said indicators, and to begin consideration of the proposed indicators related to “factors that influence results in the investigation, prosecution, adjudication, and criminal punishment of acts of corruption,” in accordance with the “Methodology for considering the system of indicators to prevent, detect, and eradicate impunity for acts of corruption” (SG/MESICIC/doc.581/21 rev. 1 corr. 1) adopted by the MESICIC Committee of Experts. [Previous OP1 with highlighted changes.]

3.	To request the MESICIC Technical Secretariat to continue, within the sphere of its competencies and within the funds allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources, to continue carrying out the mandates arising from the “Recommendations of the Fourth Meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC” and the Summits of the Americas, in addition to providing technical support and legal advice to the Conference of States Parties and the Committee of Experts and facilitating the exchange of best practices, horizontal cooperation among states, and synergies with other international anticorruption mechanisms by organizing special meetings for those purposes within the framework of the forty-second and forty-third meetings of the MESICIC Committee of Experts. [Previous OP2 with highlighted changes.]

xv. “DEMOCRACY, HATE SPEECH, AND HUMAN RIGHTS”


PP1. 	HIGHLIGHTING Article 13(5) of the American Convention on Human Rights, which states: “Any propaganda for war and any advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that constitute incitements to lawless violence or to any other similar action against any person or group of persons on any grounds including those of race, color, religion, language, or national origin shall be considered as offenses punishable by law”; (Consensus text from PP4 of AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23) Strengthening Democracy (ix) Democracy, Hate Speech, and Human Rights.)

PP2. 	CONSIDERING that it is necessary to address the root causes of hate speech and intolerance and to adopt concrete actions oriented in particular towards education, a culture of peace, and human rights to strengthen healthy democratic coexistence; (Consensus text from PP6 of AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23) Strengthening Democracy (ix) Democracy, Hate Speech, and Human Rights.)

PP3.	REITERATING that hate speech impacts the lives of people, undermines democratic systems and respect for diversity, and constitutes a serious common concern for the region, in that such speech and forms of expression fuel incitement to extreme violence and related forms of intolerance; (Consensus text from PP7 of AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23) Strengthening Democracy (ix) Democracy, Hate Speech, and Human Rights.)

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the commitment to promoting and protecting all human rights for all persons, and to defending democracy and the constitutional order of states, which emphasize the need to promote the values of tolerance, non-discrimination, pluralism, and respect for the rule of law and international human rights law. (Based on consensus text from OP1 of AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23) Strengthening Democracy (ix) Democracy, Hate Speech, and Human Rights.)

2. To strongly condemn hate speech, including online and on the basis of political ideology, among other reasons, which violates human rights, with the aim of preventing acts of violence, including political violence, violent extremism, terrorism, racism, discrimination, intolerance, xenophobia, and other serious violations of human rights that are condemned in various international instruments and are contrary to constitutional order, security, stability, and peace in our countries. (Consensus text from OP4 of AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23) Strengthening Democracy (ix) Democracy, Hate Speech, and Human Rights.)

3. To urge states to continue cooperating to prevent hate speech by understanding its causes and implications for democracy and human rights, and to adopt effective measures to combat such speech and its structural causes, on the basis of international human rights law and other international commitments and obligations that the states have adopted. (Based on consensus text from OP6 of AG/RES. 3004 (LIII-O/23) Strengthening Democracy (ix) Democracy, Hate Speech, and Human Rights.)
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